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Truth on the Illuminati 
By Sir Mark Bruback K. T. 

Partl 

Passerby- "Hey buddy, what are you doin' with that lamp?" 
Diogenes- "I'm looking for an honest man." 

In the last 200 years, no group has been so widely talked about, 
creating such a conspiratorial cloud of conusion, as the Illuminati. The 
tenets of soul emancipation & human liberation, can be said to be the 
most important goals in life, yet keeping the keys from other honest 
seekers is truly the biggest conspiracy in history. 

In the shadowy world of secret societies, the Bavarian Illuminati 
or 'Perfectibilists' (as they originally caBed themselves) have already 
let their mark upon history and the human consciousness. Sadly 
though, the information written about them, up to this point, has been 
tainted and perverted into a mish-mash of speculative truths and outright 
líes. A far cry rom the 'self-help' ideals of self knowledge & global 
unity that the Illuminati prometed during their existence, the truth shall 
be told with these pages. This book, 'Diogenes Lamp' is the light by 
which we will cast away the darkness of mystery and set the record 
straight. 

The revolutionary culture of the American 60's gave birth to 
many a blazing star/hero of freedom. The music, cinema & arts in 
general, socially aware activists of all quarters and disciplines began to 
spread a message, (so ancient, yet so 'new') to a society that seemed to 
have forgotten it's original tenants of freedom. This 'age' of America 
gave birth to a writer who would bring the esoteric name of our social 
change group to a modem audience, that writer/philosopher was Robert 
Anton Wilson. 

As the 60's slowly slid into the 70's, Robert A. Wilson (A W) 
was working as a humor editor at the intemationally renown Playboy 
magazine. A fan of sci-i, philosophy, history, religion and metaphysics, 
RA W began work with Robert Shea in creating a three part book series 
titled the 'Illuminatus Trilogy'. This instantly became an underground 
success and became a sol id foundation for RA W to continue his more 



'spiritual' wntmgs. He later went on to pen 35 books, that have 
captured the minds & imaginations of new generations every year. 

A W, of all the sage philosophers of modem times, is 
responsible for bringing the 'Illuminati' into our pop culture dictionary 
today. His writings are a testament of triumph in translating the 'old 
ways' into a more coherent language for a new generation to understand 
the undamental truths of existence. 

The birth pains of bringing the name 'Illuminati' back into the 
world's eye, is that there are those who did not understand the cosmic 
joke it was to him. They, (yes, the infamous 'they') overlooked the very 
humorous story of the Illuminatus Trilogy, (mixed with truths, 
conspiracies, synchronicities, insider head nods, arcane wisdom and 
general Tom Foolery) and saw a name they could now place on every 
sinister & shadowy event their eyes could see or their minds create. 

RA W, (bless his heart & may he rest in peace) added uel to the 
ire, not only inspiring would-be adepts to seek out the sources of his 
work, to look for the gems of wisdom that have helped humanity 
progress, by associating the name 'Illuminati' within his mythos of 
international conspiracies & intrigue, he unwittingly open the loodgates 
to wing nuts & paranoid schizophrenic's ravings ever since. 

The most notable of these dastardly blowhards is the traitorous 
British writer who we will simply call 'Icky'. This cankerous coward of 
counterintelligence has sold hundreds of thousands of books purporting 
to have the slightest clue as to who and what the Illuminati actually 
were/are. 

As a mentally challenged bigot, he has spread so many lies and 
drug the name Illuminati through the dirt almost to a humorous degree, 
(unny if it were not so viciously incorrect). He has used the name as a 
blanket for every event his small nind has wrestled with & the cost is 
truth. 

He has claimed a connection with the British royal family & the 
knightly Order of the Templars (fair enough) with them being reptilian 
aliens bent on world domination (can 1 get an X-ray or blood test 
please?) & other science iction that is hilarious & scary at the same 
time. Scary because he 'believes' it is true & so speaks to his fans who 
eat up every word as if it was a Thanksgiving bird. Unfotunately for 
them, lcky is a modern Jim Jones who has served his followers the 
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puple punch of cyanide-laced deceit. 
Even so, untruth has no speciic canp or connection with just 

one group & we see that not only the far left have adopted the nane for 
use. Right-wing fanatics have also borrowed it for their own agendas, 
twisting it into another heap of garbage illed lies & slander. Their take 
on it seens even more underhanded & racist. 

Whereas the let have used the nane as a general term for inner 
circles of greedy businessnen with hopes of world donination, (I'n 
sure there are sone) who supposedly control EVERY big conpany & 
organization, the right has the equal opposite conclusion. They believe 
that the Order of the Illuninati is a 'cabal' of evil Jews, who are trying 
to undermine society by creating a world of loose virtues & values. 
Proniscuous sex, drug use & destroying 'Christian' norality are but 
sone charges. 

Once again, mere rubbish, yet very nuch pronoted by the so­
called evangelical sects, (who are so hate-illed that even Jesus the 
Christ hinself would be troubled by their sin). This anti-Senitic 
rhetoric is urther spread by certain political puppets, who are preaching 
more of an apocalyptic doonsday than 'Heaven on Earth'. The 
ignorance this hate creates, once again deludes the followers of dogmas 
based on a narrow & linited view of reality. 

One of these leaches of linguistic garbage is one we will call 
'LaDouche'. He clains to be Christian, attracting thousands of youthul 
idealists in college who want to nake the world a better place, (OK, 
Amen, 1 agree so far) then his nind begins to show the 'tells' of being a 
raving nad sociopath, with conspiracy theories up the yin yang and 
more hateul talk that only thinly veils his hatred of the Jews, (bad news, 
count me out). 

Between the fabrications of both extremes of belief systen ( or 
B. S. as A W used to say) is yet another nyth perpetrated by a writer 
who has out done then all, so far. That nan is Dan Brown. 

In his book 'Angels and Denons' Mr. Brown clains that our 
flluninati is, again, a secret society, that govems the world and that it 
has its invisible hands in shaping world policies. He has rornanticized 
the nyth, decorating it frosting sweet with lower-shaped over 
exaggerations and tying every theory under the sun together into a 
convenient story that the world has eaten up by the tens of millions. 

3 



This is wrong too. Not wrong enough to stop making a 
Hollywood movie about it based on the book, yet wrong none-the-less. 
Granted, Mr. Brown is only claiming to be a iction writer, yet most 
people believe it's based on sone type of fact. 

Where am 1 going with all this? 
1 want to know, where's their proof?! 
Anyone can say anything they want, ( our democratic, na y our 

unalienable human right) yet to claim it as 'TRUTH' one needs to have 
the adequate facts to back it up. These people & groups, that include the 
whole spectrum of political belief, have united in attacking a common 
enemy that is but an illusion with a borrowed name. This name ( & the 
name of its founder Dr. Adam Weishaupt) 1 am here to clear. 

This book that you now hold in your hands is my proo. 
Now, what is commonly known about the Illuminati, as an 

organization, are but a few facts. What people will find on Wikipedia or 
other sources is but the small infomation that has been published in 
English & that, borrowed rom a Masonic scholar by the name of Albert 
G. MacKey M.D. who published the deinition of the Illuminati in his 
"Encyclopedia of Freemasonry" printed at the n of the 19th century. 

Here's what he wrote on the Illuminati fratenity: 

"Illuminati-This is a Latín word, signiying the enlightened, and 
hence oten applied in Latín diplomas as an epithet of Freemasons." 

Then next. .. 

"Illuminati of Bavaria- A secret society, founded May 1 s\ 1776, 
by Adam Weishaupt. . .its professed objective was, by the mutual 
assistance of its members, to attain the highest degree of morality and 
virtue, and to lay the foundation for the reformation of the world by the 
association of good m en to oppose the progress of moral evil." 

WB MacKey goes on to describe the system Dr. W eishaupt used 
to construct his organization, early on associating with the Freemason 
fratenity. He was initiated into the Masonic Order in Munich in 1777, 
whose system of degrees, symbolic teaching and secret modes of 
recognition he emulated, (even though the Tlluminati has never been 
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apart of the Masonic family as a 'Rite' the two have been thrown into 
the same boat by ignorant writers on the subject). Together with his 
upbringing as an orphan to Jesuits, Weishaupt utilized the "shrewdness 
and subtlety" of the disciples of Loyola to create his system of moral 
teaching. 

In 1780, a Freemason by the name of Baron Von Knigge joined 
the Illuminati & rose quickly to become one of its leaders beside Dr. 
Weishaupt. Knigge's knowledge of Masonic symbolism (and vast study 
of ancient religions and culture) aided in creating an elaborate system of 
degrees, ( or passion play stories) for the can di dates to the new Order. 
They were ... 

A. The Nursery 
l .  Novice 
2. Minerval 
3. Illuminatus Minor 

B. Symbolic Freemasony 
4. Illuminatus Major, or Scottish Novice 
5. Illuminatus Dirigens, or Scottish night 

C. The Mysteries 
Lesser Mysteries 
6. Prebyster, or Priest 
7. Prince or Regent 
Greater Mysteries 
8. Magus 
9. Rex, or King 

The degrees were building blocks for educating the candidates 
into the ancient mysteries & philosophies of the Order. One had to be at 
lcast 18 to join as a 'Novice' and then the wait time or probation was not 
less than a year. 

Here is what the Illuminati wanted in the fold, as stated by Dr. 
Weishaupt: 

"Whoever does not close their ears to the lamentations of the 
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miserable, nor their heart to the gentle pity; whoever is the riend and 
brother of the unfortunate; whoever has a heart capable of love and 
friendship; whoever is steadfast in adversity, unwearied in carrying out 
of whatever has been engaged in, undaunted in the overcoming of 
diiculties, whoever does not nock & despise the weak, whose soul is 
susceptible of conceiving great designs, desirous of rising superior to 
base motives, and of distinguishing itself by deeds of benevolence, 
whoever shuns idleness, whoever considers no knowledge as unessential 
which they nay have the opportunity of acquiring, regarding the 
knowledge of nankind as their chief study; whoever, when truth and 
virtue are in question, despising the approbation of the nultitude, is 
suficiently courageous to follow the dictates of their own heart-such a 
one is a proper candidate." 

Menbers of the Order had code nanes and words for their 
conunications. Weishaupt went by 'Sparticus' & Knigge was 'Philo'. 
N ames of places too were changed, Ingoldstadt was Eleusis, Austria was 
Egypt, Munich went by Athens and Vienna was Rone. Their calendar 
too had ictitious nanes to hide the Order's designs. 

OK, so I've just proved the Illuninati WAS a 'secret' society, 
yet let's explore the reasons for their secrecy. 

Firstly, in Bavaria at the time, they had a Papal nonarchy. As 
the professed goal of the Order was to liberate hunanity, it stands to 
reason the control of the Catholic church was at stake. The battle for 
hunan's ninds (& noney) was an underground ight that was playing 
out as the Revolutionary War of independence in the Anericas. Thank 
God it worked here! 

The slander that the previous nentioned detractors use is the 
sane nisinformation proliferated by an already 'secret' society, the 
Jesuits. Though that Order was abolished sone years earlier for 
espionage & intrigue, didn't stop then fron influencing a new act that, 
on June 22nd, 1784, abolished all secret organizations by royal decree. 
That following year the Elector of Bavaria repeated the decree & Dr. 
Weishaupt lost his professorship at the University of Ingoldstadt in 
Bavaria. 

This greatly troubled Dr. Weishaupt who in 1772 had received 
his professorship of Jaw there at the age of 24. Three years later he had 
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become a Professor of Natural and Canon Law, much to the jealous 
dismay of the other professors who had all previously been ecclesiastics. 

Weishaupt had always been under the harsh scrutiny of the 
Jesuits who took him in as an ophan at an early age. Adam's liberal 
views enraged the clergy yet drew much support from the other students 
& staff. 

This core group of 'Bohemians' began to meet at Adam's private 
apartment to discuss the current topics & 'Enlightenment'. These 
freethinkers became the core of the Illuminati and when the crushing 
blow of Papal decree hit, many were imprisoned, tortured, killed or the 
1 ucky ones, led. 

By the time the Illuminati was rounded up in southem Germany, 
it had already spread to several countries such as: France, Belgium, 
Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Poland, Hungary & Italy boasting over two 
thousand members. 

Much will be leamed when more books from these countries are 
found, translated & brought to light. The fact that after only 8 years, the 
Order was oficially disbanded, did little to stop the spirit of human 
emancipation & the call for true freedom. 

Dr. W eishaupt let Bavaria and found a good friend & patron in 
Duke Emst of Gotha. In this ree city, Adam set more quill to 
parchment, writing quite a number of books, (amazing what one can do 
without the distraction of too much TV). Though most were never 
published, 1786 was a busy year as he did manage to promote the ideals 
of enlightenment in: 

'A Picture of the Illuminati' 
'History of the Persecutions of the Illuminati' 
'An Apology for the Illuminati' 

& then in 1787 ... 

'An lmproved System of the Illuminati' 

These, along with the book you now hold, 'Diogenes Lamp' 
( 1804) are the sote known remains of written work by Dr. Adam 
Wcishaupt. l pray that more will surace & help us untangle the mess of 
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hearsay & speculation by so many angry ( & apparently wounded) 
pundits of preposterousness. 

In 1811, at the age of 63, Dr. Weishaupt passed from the earth to 
reside with the Great Architect above. He was spoken of highly by his 
peers, pupils & fellow Illuminists, who regarded him as a scholarly 
genius & outstanding advocate for human rights, let us remember him as 
such. 
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Truth on the Illuminati 
Part 11 

'The Lamp of Diogenes' 

Who was Diogenes and why did he carry a lamp? A simple 
question, that shall be answered easily enough, ( considering the 
information on him was written 4 12 years before Christ). 

Diogenes was a philosopher in Ancient Greece and one of the 
founders of cynicism. A disciple of Antisthenes who was recorded by 
Plato as being present at Socrates' death, he found & made a virtue of 
being in extreme poverty and had an equally extreme contempt for a 
society he felt was being degraded by its own vanity. 

His lamp, as all sources of light, is a symbol of truth and 
knowledge. Even now, our planet circles around the sun in our orbit. 
Safely held by the sun's gravity as its powerul rays give the light of 
creation to all life. Without which, we would be but a mere dead 
satellite circling to ininity. 

Diogenes, in fact, was asked by quite a number of people, ( of all 
walks of life ), as to why he carried it around Ancient Greece with him. 

His answer: 

"I'm looking for an honest man." 

Ouch! Talk about cynic. 

Y et, in the harshness of his response is an underlying TRUTH, 
by which we all can leam. When we stop glossing over our vain 
illusions and look within ourselves, when we tear away the masks of our 
own delusions and really work to find out who we are, only then can we 
be truly honest with ourselves and others. 

Dr. Adam Weishaupt seems to have chosen a perfect philosopher 
to use as a title to convey the truths within his own work. 

I'm excited myself, ater all these years of reading all the 
conspiracies and other bogus claims, to now read this work in English, 
straight from the horse's mouth. 
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On that note, I' d like to offer m y utmost, knightly thanks to the 
lovely Lady Amelía Gill who has translated this work from German to 
English ('Die Leuchte Des Diogenes' originally printed in Regensburg 
by Montag and Weiss 1804). Her hard work & diligence of pouring 
through over 387 pages of text is worthy of much respect. The thought 
too, of there being no paragraphs, chapters and printed ultra-close and 
with small type in the original is a feat in true scholarship to be sure. 

I'd also like to offer thanks to brother Andrew Swanlund whose 
moral & informational support has helped guide this to manifestation. 

On to the nitty-gritty ... 
In the irst portion of the book, Dr. Weishaupt begins by asking 

us to ponder our own existence. Where did we come from? Who are 
we? Where are we going? Classical questions of profound significance. 

He then asks us to contemplate the past. Are we improving & 
doing better than our ancestors? Are we worse off now in this time of 
moral decay? 

Here is where the un begins as he draws the proverbial 'line in 
the sand', that there is no escape from the reader, but to decide which 
camp they have become associated with. Dr. Weishaupt disarms us as 
he addresses basic human thoughts, emotions & actions. 

Are you critical of just others? Do yo u criticize yourself? He· 
concurs that 'thinking too much' is not the best course, though admitting 
that, he too, is guilty of it. Y et the quest to become our best has created 
sone of the biggest movements of change on our planet. When we go 
within to ind what the ancients called the 'Philosopher's Stone', we do 
more than just improve ourselves, we radiate the light of hope that 
shines and inspires all around us. 

What was/is the Philosopher's Stone? The core being within us 
all. Our pure and perfect soul that emanates our garment of lesh. Deep 
within us all is the diamond that should be sought out by eamest seekers 
and students of truth. Multi-facaded gemstones relecting the plethora of 
light from the source of all light. 

In the times ater the Reformation another famous fratemity 
flourished promoting reason & toleration, known as the Rosicrucians. 
They too veiled their philosophies in allegory yet they used scientific 
symbolism and talked of turning 'lead into gold' the process by which a 
person becomes whole. That is our stone of the wise, elixir of life, the 
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Great Work, true wisdom and perfect happiness. 
The camp of negativity seems to have grown through the years. 

People giving up hope, sadly, as they dwell on our 'evil world', believing 
most institutions are bad, self-serving and out to pull the wool over our 
eyes. This form of unhealthy thinking moves many to act as if there is 
no future and so "no end to the dastardliness" people use to get ahead. 

With 'no consequences' so many underhanded events transpire to 
rob us of the joy of this amazing creation & existence. The mentality of 
"well, they're doing it too" gives a so-called license to do ill to ourselves 
and neighbors in the rat race to achieve without an ounce of respect or 
proper reason. 

Dr. Weishaupt repeatedly proclaims· bis belief in God, the 'higher 
power' & Divine Plan of the universe, (The very opposite what many 
modem detractors have said about our man. They've even gone so far to 
claim he was sone type of Luciferian magician who wanted to destroy 
religion, líes!). All these movements in the game of life are 
synchronicity in action & apart of a higher order. 

As we as a people and society progress, a form of healthy 
skepticism is encouraged. There are too many contradictions of belief, 
of what is 'right' and 'wrong' and this work and our good doctor begs us 
to find the good, what's right and TRUTH. He wants us to heal 
humanityand has an answer in so doing. 

His suggestion is orienting ourselves to ind common ground 
with others. As a philosophical and moral G.P.S. to aid in guiding our 
actions to a more positive pitch. He states this as 'location' (as we all 
ha ve a place, the billions of us humans, so too the billions of locations 
one can see from). Leaming to see with other's eyes beyond the vanity 
of our own ego-based lenses of perception. A far cry from the 
propaganda against the Illuminati is this message of peace and unity. 

We are all so interdependent, when one suffers, we all ultimately 
do. This entire work is a self-help book before self-help sections were in 
bookstores.. Beyond ourselves too is the theme of creating a brighter 
ruture for our children & al! subsequent generations and descendants. 
Dr. Weishaupt asks us to create a dialog with each other to ind the 
highest good & moral leve) by which we may square the virtue of our 
actions. 
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"We cannot be more painfully insulted then when someone takes the 
trouble to destroy the illusions in which our vanity has veiled itsel." 

So says our good doctor, yet we all act in accordance with our 
personal belief systems (B.S.) yet what is 'true' for you or 1 is slightly 
different than what another may feel or see. Viewpoints differ yet there 
is an underlying current that drives us all, the seeking of pleasure. Not 
much different than any living creature, to be sure is this drive to feel 
'good', yet how we come to it is based on our ideas of the universe. 

There is no bounds to the ininite possibilities we may manifest. 
By a fortiied will, many great achievements may be accomplished & 
pursuing our goals is the next topic to be discussed in this book. 

What is your purpose? As unique and plentiul as the plethora of 
stars in heaven are our own goals & dreams of who we wish to be. It 
seems there is only an issue when no goal is set or when our goal 
constantly changes. 

Dr. Weishaupt was very much against all forms of tyranny and 
ferocious fanaticism, so as a philosopher he brings us to the moral 
mirror. How shall we achieve our purpose? On the blood, sweat and 
tears of others? No! A strong system of ethics need to be in place to 
govem ourselves accordingly. He asks the question: What good is 
power, wealth and admiration by themselves? A paradox in that for 
many this is their goal. A means to an end? Vain striving it seems when 
certain people spend their lives working, saving every penny, just to 
hoard it all as a miser, (then humorously believing themselves to be 
thrity). Worse though, are those who will stop at nothing to amass their 
own power, wealth and admiration sparing no expense to destroy anyone 
in the way. 

This 'Will to Power' must be tempered with justice and the 
balances of morality. Many a dictator have used these Machiavellian 
techniques only to be emulated by business leaders and política) 
organizations today. Scary because this win-at-all-costs mentality is 
looked upon as a virtue. 

There are many ways and paths that one may choose in creating 
a positive existence. As we move through our lives, over-sensuality and 
idleness seem to be the common err. Overindulging in the moment 
without regard to the consequences to ourselves and the future 
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generations has had a devastating effect on our society and environment. 
In the camp of negativity naysayers all of this creates in them a loss of 
hope. Why work? Why even bother? These self-defeating ideologies 
perpetuate the lie that nothing matters, so why care anyway? 

Those with a salid will are constantly working for unimpeded 
activity. We understand the value of hard work and self sacriice in 
arder to accomplish greater things. Money has been the 'greatest' 
driving force to achieve 'power', yet only to establish for ourselves a 
stronger foundation from which to build our lives. It is, however, not 
the most noble end as it is based on the inherent lethargy of society. 
There is a better way to gain 'power' (true power=empowerment) & that 
is moderating our passions, the key to ethics & the most noble virtue. 
Only then may we have justice, as it is the scales in respect for the rights 
of others. 

Dr. Weishaupt terms this 'Refined Sensuality'. As all 
manifestation is irst created in the mind, it slowly 'becomes' and unfolds 
in life through the physical universe. Doing good to others is not only 
beneficia! to them, but to oneself as well. The eastem philosophers 
called this Karma, physicists made it a law, by which every action had 
an equal and opposite reaction, yet no matter what yo u call "it", being 
good is just good. 

When we stay true to our convictions, even m the face of 
discouragement, we fortiy our being with a positive energy and 
wellspring of hope that can never be broken. 

W e shall achieve! 
"This world is for every human being, without exceptions!" So 

states our good doctor and so true. 
It is believed sone people need laws, rules and regulations by 

institutions to govem themselves. What happened to our moral 
compass? We see in the 21st century all the countless laws based on a 
lowest common denominator brand of ethics. Y et there is a higher 
authority and Dr. Weishaupt is in the camp of us who term that GOD. 

ncouraged by a belief in something better than just the physical world 
i s a point he makes throughout this book. The concept of morality as a 
guide to be the best you can be and ind that harmony of existence that 
the Great Architect above created so perfectly. 

All this introspection, let's quote the good doctor again: 
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"When, thus, a person does not comprehend great truths, or has 
no understanding thereof, he may say to himself with mathematical 
certainty that his ideal is not the best and that he himself is not that with 
he aught to be & could become. He may be convinced that even the best 
of his deeds do not stem from the purest of sources; all of our deeds and 
opinions, every judgment, every praise or rebuke, every joy or sadness, 
every anger and dissatisfaction; our associations, the people we cling to 
above others, the subjects we love most to discus, the enthusiasm or 
coldness with which we listen to certain propositions; our interest in 
well-written texts; the selections we make to these ends;-all this reveals 
our ideal and consequently our true moral value, despite all artiicial 
pretense & hypocrisy." 

Within our own conception of 'right' and 'just' we move through 
existence in a quest to perfect ourselves. This is the meaning of the 
profound symbolism of the legends of the Knights of the Round Table 
seeking the Holy Grail. Searching for redemption and justification of our 
lives through good works. The mysteries of Freemasonry and many 
other a mystery school of spiritual teaching convey this truth through the 
use of dramas/initiations. In integrity all truth-seekers stand for what is 
honorable and noble, not only in the eyes of our peers, but, most 
importantly, in the all-seeing eye of God. 

Throughout 'Diogenes Lamp', the belief of an enduring soul and a 
continued existen ce is promoted. It is our good doctor's belief, ( and 
many millions of fellow humans) that the soul is immortal & that when 
one believes in a higher power, your morality is raised to know, on 
many levels, we must do good to others. Was this not the first rule we 
were given? The Golden Rule, the most noble intention to be one with 
others. 

This pro ves also, the utter delusion of the skeptics and conspiracy 
nuts who fear sone 'New World Order'. Are we afraid that we can all 
coexist in harmony? Do we hate the concept that in a world of Chaotic 
elements, in our expanded consciousness as humans, we can create 
Order? There shall be order, as there is already in this perfect universe. 
Our doctor never used these words exactly, yet he did have a concept of 
universal freedom & a refined state of society, working together for the 
benefit of the whole. Yet enough of negative foul-minded fools! 
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"lf yo u can't say something ni ce, don't say anything at all." 

My great grandmother used to say. 1 don't think she meant be 
silent and not express yourself, just be aware of your words & the 
magickal effect they have to create wonders. 

Y et, the infectious drivel of so-called 'experts' permeates our 
culture as toxic sounds of sludge. So much time and energy wasted on 
anger & hate as a re-action to what they claim are the true 'evils' of the 
world. Y et, are they not continuing the cycle? What a way to destroy 
your 'enemies' than to discourage and dash the dreams of those, (who, if 
healthy) could be true workers of social change. They seem to have 
tumed virtue into vice and made rotten everything nice. So sad. 

Y et, beyond this is something so much more profound, certain as 
the sun rising in the east or the glory in the lion of the noon day sun. 
The promotion of world peace and unity with a new outlook on holistic 
community. How shall we achieve this end? 

Seek knowledge. 
Not only to amass a cerebral warehouse of random facts & 

statistics, but for the noble purpose of becoming complete. 
On the Tree of Life in the Kabbalah, there are ten spheres known 

as the Sephiroth. The sphere of 'knowledge' is not on the tree. It is 
located in what is termed 'the abyss', a stage before Understanding 
(Binah) & Wisdom (Chokmah). Most important is applying this 
knowledge with right action. When we work for self knowledge (the 
highest philosophy) we begin to act in accordance with the divine 
position we've been assigned and life seems to flow smoothly, 
connecting all the random happenings into a steady stream of amazing 
events for the greatest reality show ever, YOUR life. 

With an inquisitive spirit and open heart to discover TRUTH, all 
the prescribed boundaries fall away. In the Great College, it is said: 

" ... few indeed are called, but of these few, many are chosen." 
-Liber Porta Lucis (sub igura X) 

or as the great Persian poet said: 

"Ah, my beloved, fill the cup that clears 
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To-da y of past regrets & uture fears­
to-norrow?-Why, to-norrow 1 nay be 
nyself with yesterday's sev'n thousand years." 
-Rubaiyat ofünar Khayyan 

Not only does 'Diogenes Lanp', come across as an illuninating 
master key of wholeness, it contains nany profound poens throughout 
the text, to illustrate it. 

As a poet nyself, 1 shouldn't have been surprised, to have Lara 
Crot style acquired it, only to ind it contains this personal passion of 
mine. There are so nany quotes & lines of netaphysical meter 
throughout the text that Dr. Weishaupt utilizes, by such nasters of 
enlightennent as Voltaire ( 1694- 1778), Alexander Pope ( 1688- 1744), 
Ovid (43BC-17AD), Cícero ( 106BC-43BC), John Dryden ( 1631-1700), 
Horace (65BC-8BC), Shakespeare ( 1564-1616), Rousseau ( 1712-1778), 
La Bruyere ( 1645- 1696), Nicolas Boileau ( 1636- 1711) & other poetic & 
philosophical genius' to enphasize severa! points throughout the book. 
Even the good Doctor starts this 'Lanp' with his own rhyning verse to 
sunnarize his nission as a Bodhisattva. 

So inspired nyself, here 1 go ... 

Y es! another da y to live adventurously; 
how quick we cane to the 2 1st century 
nixed joyul hurrahs & tunultuous tears; 
but a second on the boat of a nillion years 
for reedon & love are what people denanded; 
is technology all that seens to have expanded? 
Whirling wonder as darting Dervish dancers; 
another generation, coning up, searching for answers 
not seeing the unity of all creation? 
We need more pioneers like space exploration 
be an optinist & do your God-given best; 
is your life anazing? Sinply done in jest? 
Shangrila? Or is society seasick seeming? 
never give up on your dauntless dreaming 
for the fetters of the fa! se fall away when yo u shake it; 
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with unlimited possibilities, this life is what you make it! 

and may you make it so much better for yourself and all of us here on 
space station earth. There is an art in enjoying everything life gives us. 
No matter what may befall us on our joumey, should be the 
understanding that everything happens for us the way its suppose to. 
This ancient mystery has been spoken on from time immemorial, of 
'letting go & letting God' the way of 'non-action' of the Tao. Existence 
may not give us every little thing we desire at the moment we desire it, 
yet the universe has an amazing way of giving us what we need, when 
we truly need it. 

Not surprising is the widespread belief that the greatest crime is 
not getting what we believe we deseve. Dr. Weishaupt has much to say 
on this too: 

"This includes all dissatisfaction and grumbling while suffering; 
all untimely shame and human reverence; all denial of one's riends, and 
a better conviction as soon as one's well-being is treatened; all crawling 
around & humiliation before evil and bad men whose hands hold a 
higher degree of violence; all undigniied praise and lattery; all faulty 
knowledge & false estimation of one's self; all associated conceit, 
arrogance, contempt, and injustice to service rom others; all 
indifference toward higher purposes and points of view; the 
ridiculousness heaped thereupon; the lassitude, sensuality, destructive 
tendencies, greed, vanity, lust for fame and power; all weaknesses which 
do not combat injustice where they might and should do so; all 
unifications of slavery, idiocy, and blindness for the purpose of uniying 
one's own inluence, and a thousand other laws which are the results of 
erroneous beliefs & a low point of view." 

The mystery schools of old encouraged candidates to 'walk the 
middle path' between severity and mildness, to ind one's center. We 
follow their wise lead as we work to become more compatible with 
others. As it says in the holy book the Tao Te Ching: 

"Therefore the sage concentrateth upon one WILL, and it is as a light to 
the whole world. Hiding himself, he shineth; withdrawing himself, he 
attracteth notice; humbling himself, he is exalted; dissatisied with 
himself, he gaineth force to achieve his will. Because he striveth not, no 
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man may contend against him." 
-XXII (Ko Hsuan translation 1918) 

When we act without 'lust of result', non-attached to outcome, yet 
working for the good of others, there seems to be no end to the blessings 
that manifest. I understand myself this natural law, having done many 
things in my short time on this planet. No matter how much one strives, 
sometimes the universe gives you a big NO. Listen to your heart in 
these matters. Intuition and one's 'gut-feeling' are powerul 
subconscious tools. The lesson during hardship is releasing our own 
attachment to certain outcomes, as these 'painul' events tum out way 
better once our will is redirected, where before we vainly struggled to 
no end. 

So it seems that our will needs to be encouraged and focused to 
create around and in ourselves the most viable reality. To experience 
happiness as all humans are want to do. In the words of a fellow poet 
and metaphysical master, in regards to schools of human emancipation 
crat: 

"That shall end never that began. 
All things endure because they are. 
Do what thou wilt, for every man 
and every woman is a star." 
-Aleister Crowley (One Star In Sight) 

Who was not the irst misunderstood poet nor, unfortunately in 
all probability, the last. He must have read the great Renaissance writer 

· Francois Rabelais ( 1494-1553) who wrote in his story Gargantua in 
regard to a Abby of Will: 

"In all their rule, and strictest tie of their Order, there was but one 
clause to be observed. Do hat Thou Wilt. Because men that are free, 
well-bom, well-bred, and conversant in honest companies, have 
naturally an instinct and spur that prompteth them unto virtuous actions, 
and withdraws them from vice, which is called honour." 

This is a call to all people, men and women, of every nation & 
religion. We must learn to understand and love one another if we are to 
surv1ve. The banner of freedom and hope has been picked up once again 
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in order to rally humanity into a new age. A new Enlightenment, 
whereby the balance of science and religion, the govement of free 
citizens, the philosophy of liberation, light and liberty are brought 
together in oneness. 

Only then can we move forward into the boundless realms of 
peace & tranquility. We can do it! 

I have ull faith that we shall bring this dream to fruition. Not 
only for ourselves, our families, friends and neighbors, but for the 
continued generations who shall take the reigns of the planet when we 
are but memories in the minds of our great grand children. Let us create 
a legacy of inspired hope & good will. 

Dr. Weishaupt mentions several times throughout 'Diogenes 
Lamp' his attempt to work to emancipate humanity from the bonds of 
fanatic philosophies and ruthless tyrants. Though he wrote it while 
banished from his homeland, his words are eloquent and his ideas 
profound. Nowhere does he seem to have become jaded and clouded by 
the rustrations of seeing & experiencing so much hardship. 

Would we as readers be impressed with a writer who spoke of 
high ideals such as personal liberty and positive manifestation who only 
focused on negativity and self-serving issues? No. The credence of his 
passion pours as poetry through the text and will guarantee his proper 
place in history. He writes: 

"What I am writing here comes from the innemost basis of my 
soul. Perhaps circumstance and necessity have enabled me to 
cxperience the beneits of such principies more than other people have. 
In the times when people were slandering me, clamoring about me, 
denying me, and misjudging me, when so many who did not even know 
me like village dogs began to howl in chorus as soon as one of them 
started to howl, and even today when they still do not seem to tire of it, I 
have indeed felt most deeply the injustice that has been my fate. And 
yet it seemed bearable to me, because I could say to myself that there is 
a God who knows better than these people do. They are judging you on 
the basis of their understanding and their interests. A time will come 
when they will fall silent and be ashamed of what they do." 

1 9  



Dr. Adam Weishaupt, 1 am proud to announce to you & the 
world: 

That time has come and it is now. 

Welcome to the light ofliberty & truth on the Illuminati! 
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Diogenes' Lamp. 

r, an Txamínatíon 
of Our Present-Day MoraCíty anáTnCígitenment. 

------�-

E y 

Dr . Adam Weísiauyt. 

Rege n s6u rg, 
M o n t ag a n á  Ve í s s ,  1804. 
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But, Lorás, we iear tiís fearju{ temyest síng, 
jet se e k no sie{ter to avoíá tie sto: 

We see tie wíná sít sore uyon our saís, 
tná yet we stríke not, but secure{y yerísi, 

Wee see tie very wreck tiat we must suffer; 
.tná unavoíáeá ís tie áanger now 

for suferíng so tie causes of our wreck. 
-X. Ríciaráii . .ct JI. Se. I 
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To tie lutior's Patron and fríen, 

t i e  

Lo r d' s  fígie s t  

a n d  

B a r o n  f r a n z  v o n Z a c i , 

fí g i  a n d  W e {{ B o r n .  
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Come tfien, my fríeni my jeníus! come a{ong, 
\nd wfií{e tfie Muse now stooys, or now ascenás, 
To man's {ow yassíons, or tfieír g{oríous ens, 
Teacfi me, fíke tfiee, ín varíous nature wíse, 
To ja{{ wíti lgníty, wíti temyer rse; 
form'( 6y tfiy converse, fiayyí{y to steer 
from grave to gay, from fíve{y to severe; 
Correct wíti syírít, e{oquent wítfi ease, 
1ntent tá reason, or yofíte to y{ease. 
Oi! wfií{e a{ong tfie stream of tíme tiy name 
Exyanded Jíes, and gatiers a{{ íts Jame; 
S ay, sfia{{ m y ítt{e 6ark attendant saí{, 
Pursue tfie tríumyfi, and yartake tfie ga{e? 
Wfien statesmen, fieroes, kíngs ín dust reyose. 
Wfiose sons sfia{{ J{usfi, tfieír fatiers were m y foes, 
Sfia{{ tien tfiís 6ook to future age yretend 
Tiou wert m y guíde, yfií{osoyier, and fríend? 
Tiat urg '( 6y tiee, 1 turn'( tfie useju{ art 
from sounás to tfiíngs, from fancy to tfie fieart, 
for wít's Jafse mírror ie{( uy nature 's ígfit; 
Siew'( erríng yríde w fi a t e  v e r  í s, í s r í g fi t; 
Tfiat r e a s  o n, y a s  s í o n, answer one great aím; 
Tfiat true s e  {j- {o v e  and s o  e í a { are tfie same; 
Tfiat v í r t u  e on{y makes our 6 { í s s Je{ow; 
.\nd a{{ our know{efge ís, o u r s e { v e s  t o k n o  w. 

Wfien 1 comyare our wor{( of toda y wítfi tfie wor{ás 
of o{der tímes, tfie wor{ás of tfie jreeks and tfie omans, or 
even just tfie Míd{e .\ges, tfie dfferences ayyear so great 
to me tfiat, 6y m y way of tfiínkíng, yeoy{e from tfiose 
lstant eras wou{( fiave trouJ{e recognízíng tiemse{ves ín 
us or convíncíng tfiemse{ves tfiat tie se ene of tfieír former 
actívítíes ís stí{{ tfie same y{ace and tfiat we are tfieír 
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áescenáants. Not just yeoy[e aná actors liave ciange, jut 
afso ojjects aná tliíngs. Botli feaven aná Eartli liave 
exyanáeá sínce tliat tíme, aná entíre[y new yeoy[es liave 
sliareá ín tie rufíng of tliís eartli[y g[oje. Wliere, ín tlie 
o[áer wor[, nomalc tríjes wanáereá wítli tlieír j[ocks 
tlirougli tlie wí[áerness, states liave now arísen tliat, fíke so 
many yowers of tlie fírst water, liave aávanceá tlie 
lrectíon of Euroyean yofítíca[ know[eáge. Converse[y, 
y[aces wliere very míglity emyíres once j[ouríslieá are now 
ru[eá jy anarcliy, jarjaríans, aná weakness. Entíre[y new 
[anguages, new refígíons, new moras aná customs, new 
íáeas aná ways of tliínkíng, even new vírtues aná víces 
liave arísen sínce tliat tíme. Everytliíng arouná us ís new, 
aná ít seems tliat everytliíng ís sujjecteá to unceasíng 
cliange . lliunáreá years from now, more or [ess, aná 
yerliays some feareá co[ossus stí[[ staning toáay wí[[ liave 
jeen áestroye, aná fítt[e wí[[ remaín of tliat wliícli 
current[y fríglitens or astoníslies us . .l[reaáy, a new wor[á 
ís arísíng jefore our v�ry eyes, aná new moras yrevaí[ 
Outsíáe actors wí[[ arríve to yusli us of tlie stage or to 
mock us, jut, fíke us, tiey too wí[[ soon make room for new 
arrívas aná yass away. 

'Unáer sucli conltíons, two ojservatíons are jorne ín 
yon every ojserver wanáeríng tlirougli tlie ruíns of tlie 

yast wor[á aná gazíng towará future; tiese ojservatíons 
must necessarí[y come jefore a[[ otliers, tliougli tliey are at 
tlie same tíme very temyorary tliíngs, more 's tlie yíty. -
ectíon on tlie fraí[ty aná vaníty of a[[ liuman tliíngs, 
aná tlie áesíre to fíná out wliat wí[[ jecome of tiís eterna[ 
cyc[e of growtli aná áecay; wliere ougit we to seek aná fíná 
tlie Termanent aná tlie Constant, wliícli we as free States 
must liave to maíntaín our yeace? 1 wou[á liave tliouglit 
tliat no otlier íáea cou[á io[á more ínterest for lium,an íty 's 
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se-{ove, now grown sliy, tlian tlie ídea tliat our Today wí{{ 
not Je Today forever, Jut ratier, {íie so many yríor 
Todays, wí{{ Je rey{aced Jy a tomorrow, stored ín tlie 
lrciíve of Eterníty, anduve on on{y ín and tlirougli íts 
consequences.-Be tliat as ít may, a{{ exyeríence ínicates 
tiat ít ís yrecíse{y tliís ídea tliat yeoy{e too focused on tlie 

yresent wí{{ lieed tlie {east, and ít ís a very Jad tliíng for 
sucli yeoy{e to ígnore ít so mucli. 

Wlien trouJ{es Jrew ín some corner of tlie earti, or 
J[oody feufs j{are uy Jetween neígliJoríng yeoy{es, our 
curíosíty ís momentarí{y aroused and waíts to fínd out 
wliat tlie out come wí{{ Je. Just as wlien enteryríses are 
Jegun,yeoy{e 's oyíníons wí{{ áffer wlien yreictíng tlieír 
success. Even ín yrívate {ife, every Jusínessman wí{{ 
oscí{{ate Jetween lioye and fear wlien lie fínds liímseJ 
unaJ(e to yreict wítli some certaínty tie route iís afaírs 
are goíng to take and wlietier good or Ja[ ís ímmínent for 
liím. Notliíng ís more ímyortant to us tian tlie fate of tlie 
Parts, tian tlie moment wliícli wí{{ arríve next. 3ut wiat 
wí{{ Je come of tie Wio{e of wiíci we are a{{ Parts, wiose 
fate ís our fate, wítiout wiíci everytiíng tiat can iayyen 
to us, good or Ja, ís neítier good nor Jad? Wí{{ tie next 
consequence not iave íts own consequences ín turn, and 
wiat wí{{ Je tieír nature?-.for tiís questíon a{one yeoy{e 
iave very utt{e understaning, and tiís keystone, wiíci ís 
tie greatest of our tiougits, occuyíes us tie {east. Wien tie 
State of wiíci 1 am a Part sufers or ís destroye, tie 
mísfortune 1 sufer at tie same tíme may Je great, Jut 
rey{acement ís not ímyossíJ{e, for tiere are many otier 
countríes on tiís earti wiose yeaceju{ sítuatíons can 
guarantee me agaínst símí{ar accídents. But wiat siou{[ 
Jecome of me? Wiere siou{d 1 seek aíd anda .free State f 
tie Wio{e siou{[ crumJ{e ínto ruíns? 
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\ (ong seríes of centuríes ias a(ready ende , and tie 
events tiat iayyened ín tiem frequent(y arríved ín ieays 
and waves. Tiíngs uyon tiíngs iayyen. But we do not 
know muci more tian tie fact tiat tiey iave iayyenef. 
Wiy, an( for wiat yuryose, do so many tiíngs occur? \nd 
wiat wí(( 6e tie resu(t of tiem? Wí(' ín fact, and ín wiat 
manner wí(' tiese many scattered Parts arrange 
tiemsefves ínto a common Vio(e? Viat wí(( 6e tie nature 
of tiís Wio(e?  To wiat en( ís tiís genera( rest(ess wor(( 
actívíty ieaing?-We know útt(e or notiíng at a(( of suci 
tiíngs. 

"Tiere ís a iístory ín a(( men's úves, 
'íguríng tie nature of tie tímes deceas ': 
Tie wiíci o6serv '( a man may yroyiecy, 
Wíti a near aí, of tie maín ciance of tiíngs 
s yet not come to (je; wiíci ín tieír sees, 
.ln{ weak 6egínníngs, fíe entreasure. 
Suci tiíngs 6ecome tie iatci and 6rood of tíme. "' 

Viat ís tie fírst and greatest of a(( events on tiís 
earti, if ít ias no causes, consequences, and yuryose? Viat 
are a(( consequences an( yuryoses, f tiey iave no u(tímate 
·ommon consequences or yuryoses? Can sometiíng iave 
va(ue if ít ias no consequences? Can tie Parts iave va(ue f 
L ite Wio(e ias no va(ue? Or ís tiís wor(( ín fact not a Vio(e 
wiose nature ís determíned 6y tie nature of íts Parts? 

Questíons and exercíses tiat are no more tian tie 
o6jects of curíosíty, wiere vanítíes siíne forti, wíde 
reaing yuts ítseJ on dísy(ay, or wít or c(everness can 

K .  Henry I V .  Part 1 1 . Act 1 1 1 .  Se. 4. 
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deve{oy-for questíons suclí as wlíetlíer a certaín iscovery 
was made one year earfíer or {ater, more or {ess? Wlío tlíe 
fírst creator and iscoverer of a certaín tííng was? Wlío 
was tlíe autlíor of a certaín 6ook? Wlío was tlíe 
yrímogenítor of a famí{y? Wlíat manner of reaing ís tlíe 
true one? In wlíat eartí{y {ocatíon slíou{( we searclí for tlíe 
ruíns of Tr o y, Tlí e 6 e s, B a 6 y {o n, or C a  r t lí ag  e -on 
tlíese and símí{ar questíons tlíere ís no en( of wrítíng and 
researclí, and tlíe wor{( lías not ínfrequent{y ivíáe, wítí 
storms and fury, ínto factíons over queríes of tlíís tyye.­
But wlíere wí{{ tlíe unceasíng evo{utíon u{tímate{y {ead? Is 
tlíere y{anníng, order, or connectíons among tlíe wors 
events? Wí{{ nature 's actívítíes converge overa{{ to our 

fortune or to our mísfortune? .tre we movíng forward or 
6ackward?-On suclí toyícs, very fítt{e s 6eíng saíd and 
tlíouglít tlíat gíves satísfactíon, and not just at tlíís tíme. 
atlíer, more tlían once, tlíe wor{( lías even, more tian 
once, rewaráe( wítlí contemyt and ínáfference tlíe eforts 
of tlíose wlío were wí{fíng to take on tlíís work, and tlíus 
socíety ayyears to assume our líístory lías no more no6{e 
yuryose tlían to serve as an antídote for 6oredom or as a 
foundatíon for du6íous {ega{ c{aíms. 

for a6out four tlíousand years, as far 6ack as our 
líístory goes, we líumans líave, on tlíís eartí, tlíouglít, acte; 
6efíeve, tauglít, and governe. Vesyíte a{{ tlíís, ít ís wíde{y 
and genera{{y 6efíeved tlíat we remaín uncíange, and not 
one íota 6etter tlían 6efore. f tlíís 6eúef lías grouns, tlíen 
tlíínkíng, 6efíevíng, teaclííng, and governíng are tlíe most 
unnecessary tlííngs ín tlíe wor{, and ít wou{( 6e ímyossí6{e 
to make tlíeír isgrace and isyaragement more y{aín . .  
Suclí slíameju{ vericts ouglít to awaken our tlíínkíng 
yrocesses, makíng us 6ecome místrusu{ of our standars, 
or desyíse one anotlíer. Tlíínkíng, act íng, 6efíevíng, 
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t eacfiíng, and governíng are tru{y tiíngs uyon wfiose better 
or ígnob{er arrangement a{{ yeace and iayyíness áeyen. 
In a wor{d wiere ít does not matter iow eacfi yerson tiínis 
or acts, wiat tfiey befíeve, or fiow tiey are taugfit and 
govene, ín a wor{d ín wiícfi every ívíng tfiíng ias on{y 
bad tiíngs to {ook forward to, wiere everytfiíng ís on{y 
ever started and never fínísie, wfiere a{{ sy{endor enS 
on{y ín a dream and isayyears ínto Notiíng; ín suci a 
p{ace, Beíng frani{y fias fítt{e to recommend ít over Not 
Beíng. In sucfi a wor{, ít ís ímyossíb{e to fíve íves eítier 
y{easant or carefree, botfi of wfiícfi we iumans desíre and 
requíre, as far as I know iumans and can adjuge based on 
m y own exyeríence; índee{, our nature and our most 
genera{ and ímyortant ínstíncts force us to botfi desíre and 
requíre a y{easant, carefree exístence. fence tfie questíon: 
Wiat wí{{ become of everytiíng? Wfiat wí{{ resu{t from tie 
wfio{e tfiíng, tie entíre seríes of cianges? Wfiat were we, 
wfiat are we at yresent, and wfiat wí{{ become of us {ater 
on? tfter so many centuríes fiave yasse, are we better or 
worse o, are we c{oser to 'Truti and Perfectíon? Sfiou{d or 
can more iayyen, to tiís yuryose? Can our ruínatíon be 
'Yeduced or ís ít comy{ete{y íncurab{e? 'Tfiese ayyear to be 
very great questíons and somewfiat more tfian yeevísi 
i umor and mere scfio{astíc iaírsyfíttíng . .tfter so many 
tiousanS of years, ít ís ímyossíb{e for ít to be too ear{y for 
us to fína{{y irect a great dea{ of tfiougit to ourse{ves, take 
an exact accountíng, dar e to sum ít a{{ uy, and fio{d uy and 
omyare tie current state of our assets wítfi tfiose of tfie 

uture and tie Past . 

s of tfiís tíme, very fítt{e of tfiís ias ever be en done. 
lfter mí{{ennía (an{, tiís must be saí, to our tiorougi{y 
aned iumííatíon and dísgrace), fiumas eítier tfiínk ít 

en t íre{y beneatfi tfieír gnty to rej{ect on sucfi questíons, 
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ít beíng of no matter to tiem wiat tiey or tie wor{á be; or 
tiey constant{y vací{{ate ín tie most comy{ete ínáecísíon 

from one of tiese ways of tiíniíng to tie next wítiout ever 
beíng asíameá of tíeír own contralctíons . .tfter 
mí{{ennía, íumans stí{{ áo not inow wíetíer tíey are gooá 
or ba, wíat tíey síou{á consíáer tíemse{ves to be. Tíey 
inow even {ess wíat va{ue tíe Wor{á ías as a wío{e. Tíe 
oyíníons on tíese matters áo not just vary among áifferent 

yeoy{e. Every síng{e íuman beíng unceasíng{y contralcts 
íímsef or íersef on tíese matters, juágíng tííngs one way 
toáay aná anotíer way on tíe morrow, áeyenlng wíere 
tíeír yassíon's ínterest íes. Tíe same yerson wío tíínks íe 
knows everytííng, 

J{ connoít Cunívers, í{ se ne connoít yas. 

J{umans on{y faci a uniform aná coierent system 
wíen ít comes to tíemse{ves aná tíe va{ue of tíe worá. 
Notííng tíerefore ís more se-contralctory tían tíeír 
jugements of anotíer's va{ue or of tíeír own va{ue, as 
tíeír juágements of tíe Wio{e of wíící tíey are a Part. 
Tiat tis accusatíon, saá{y enougí, ias on{y too mucí basís 
ín fact, wí{{ be come c{ear from tlie jo{{owíng facts, wíící 
are beyoná any áoubt. 

Tíe century tíat most recent{y j{oweá away too k no 
ieeá of tie jugements of future generatíons wítí regará to 
íts va{ue or {ack tliereof P{ayíng tíe juáge at íts own tría{, 
ít íssueá íts own verlct, áecreeíng tíat íts socíety, tíe 

fíneness of íts morafs aná taste, aná íts Enígítenment ín 
genera{ by far suryasseá tíose of a{{ earfíer tímes. We, s 
tíe ímmelate íeírs to íts {ot of co{{ecteá íaná-me-áowns, 
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6efíeve we can se e even furtlier; aná {o, for as {ong as tlie 
wor{á lías exísteá, sons aná áescenáants iave a{ways 
onsíáereá tliemse{ves wíser tlian tieír fatliers aná 

ancestors. Tlius we can {ooi 6aci on an unínterruyteá 
'eríes of centuríes, eacli of wliícli 6esteá íts yreáecessor ín 
t aste aná enfíglitenment. 

Eítlier tliís juágement ís jst an í{{usíon ínsyíreá 6y 
our vaníty, or we are liearíng liere tlie unanímous 
onfessíon of a{{ centuríes tliat our cu{ture ínexora6{y 

yrogresses aná tliat liumans aná tlie Wor{á are movíng 
· rom a {ess yerfect state to a 6etter one. 

Tliís yrosyect ís uy[iftíng aná ís a very natura{ resuft 
of tlie yremíse áescrí6eá a6ove. We 6efíeve we are wíser 
t lian our yreáecessors, aná tliere are not a few yeoy{e wlio 
6efíeve our current enfíglitenment so sofíá{y grounáeá tliat 
tfwy consíáer every re{ayse to 6e an ímyossí6ífíty. f sucli 
men ever face tlie questíon wlietlier our syecíes ís 

yerceytí6{y yerfectíng ítse, wlietlier Nature contaíns a 
'P{an tliat wí{{ {eaá to a 6etter state, you wí{{ 6e just{y 
astoníslieá to see tliem maie tlie oyyosíte c{aím, aná 
áescrí6e tlie wor{á ín tlie most áreafu{ co{ors, any tíme 
' lieír vaníty 6ecomes ofenáeá ín tlie {east fítt{e way or 
tlieír yrosyects o6scuref. Saá{y, sucli occurrences, ín wliícli 
yeoy{e 's juágement 6ecomes míscafí6rate, to tlie Wor{d's 
disaávantage, liayyen on{y too frequent{y. Let us now 
exy{ore tie counteryart to tlie favora6{e juágement 
áescrí6eá a6ove, comíng from tlie same source aná maáe 6y 
"lie same yeoy{e. 

Wlien we assem6{e tlie scattereá comy{aínts aná 
L es t ímonías a6out tlie áecfíne of morafíty maáe 6y wríters 
ín t lie varíous eras of tlie wor{á, from century to  century, 



we end uy wítí a unanímous confessíon from a[[ tíe 
centuríes tiat tíígs get worse wítí eací new generatíon. 
Wíat { o r a e e accused íís age of ías sínce 6een saíd 6y 
eací era to tíe next: 

Damnosa quíd non ímmínuít les? 
letas yarentum, yeíor avís, tufít 
Nos nequíores, mox daturos 
Progeníem vítíosíorem. 
{ o r a e e. Carm. fí6. III. Ode 4. 

Tíís ís tíe o[dest of a[[ [aments, wíící N e s  t o r 
made ín { o m e r ' s  woris, as ld tíe Proyíets among tíe 
]ews. It reacíes [íie an un6roien cíaín from generatíon to 
generatíon and fíves on ín a[[ mora[ yoets and otíer 
wríters, ín tíe yupíts of tíe Círístían cíurc, ín 
yíí[osoyíers' [ecture ía[s, and even ín tíe roya[ courts and 
among wor[d[y men. Even ín our tímes, ít ís 6ecomíng 
[ouder and more strídent wítí every yassíng da y. I, myse, 
as wí[[ 6e seen from tíe ídeas to jo[[ow ín tíís 6ooi, do not 
consíder tíat I íave a ca[íng to wríte unconltíona[ 
yanegyrícs for m y era. 

, ín accordance wítí tíís unanímous evídence, 
every su6sequent generatíon ías tru[y deteríorate; tíís 
contrasts strange[y wítí tíe c[aím descrí6ed a6ove. , to 
avoíd tíís contralctíon, one wanted to dfferentíate 
6etween morafíty and enfígítenment, and concede tíe 
íncrease of tíe [atter wíí[e nevertíe[ess consíderíng tíe 
ruínatíon of morafíty to 6e yossí6[e, one stí[[ wou[d seem 
not to iave taien ínto consíderatíon tíat íncorrect conduct 
ís a[ways tíe resu[t of an íncorrect way of tííniíng, and 
consequent[y of Jafse ídeas and yríncíp[es, and tíat rom 
tíese 6egínníngs ít ís ímyossí6[e for an era to íncrease ín 
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en fíglitenment wlien íts yrínciy[es and ídeas are 
. t eríoratíng eacli day wítli tlie íncreasíng mora[ 

u ínatíon.-But tiís contraíctíon does not [aci for 
'(Ymyany. 

Sínce no one can cfíng to a convíctíon tliat ayyears 
e rroneous and íncorrect to iís or lier own understanlng, 
ea i yerson cannot 6ut befíeve tliat iís or lier convíctíons 
a re "ie on[y ones, tlie truest ones, and tlie best ones. l 
wor[d ín wliícli one 's own way of tliíniíng frequent[y fínS 
f )  owers and admírers, or ín wliíci one 's own way of 

t 1 l kíng ís tlie genera[ aná yrevaífíng one, can on[y ayyear 
o an enfíglitened and yerfect wor[. We a[[ tliínfi tliat 
o' fi, r yeoy[e are on[y ríglit to tlie extent tliat tlieír way of 
1 .lniíng ayyroaclies our own. Tliís iayyens so uníversa[[y 
t ia J  no matter liow mucli yeoy[e [ament tlie severíty and 
n 'ustíce of tieír fortunes ín a[[ otlier círcustances, ít stí[[ 
�· not easy to fínd someone lssatísfíed wíti tlieír own 
'om mon sense and tlie degree of tlieír understanlng, or 
w.o consíder tliemse[ves to be sliortclianged ín tliís area. 
' 'veryone tiínis tliey at [east inow one tliíng tliat otliers do 
twt  inow. lnd tliey consíder tlie ínformatíon tliey tliínfi ís 
NIOWn by tliem a[one to be very Íl'YYortant. Tliey wí[[ not 
a eyt any reyrímans on ít. In tlieír eyes, ít ís sometliíng 

v ryone sliou[d inow fírst and foremost, at [east f tliey 
were sensíb[e. Wlio doesn't inow tliat, inows notliíng at a[[ 

Let us now consíder tlie wor[d as a Wfio[e as eacli 
pe r on judges ít from tlieír own stanpoínt, and [et us tlien, 
l nt · t íng ín tliat yoínt of víew, co[[ect tie ínlvídua[ votes. 
' n resu[t? No jo[[y can exíst uyon tiís wíde Earti, and no 
pfJ r ·on exísts wio ís not enfígiteneá to tie iígiest degree. 

1 wor[á tiat on[y conta íns sucli yeoy[e cou[d never be 
u nen fígliteneá, baá, or [ess tian yerfect. 



Let us now consíder, converse{y, wiat eaci iuman 
beíng tiínis of iís je{{ow iuman beíngs. 

Que ('iomme {e moíns sage 
Croít toujours seu{ avoír {a sagesse en yartage; 
Et qu'í{ n'est yoínt de Jau, quí yar be{{es raísons 
Ne {oge son voísín aux Petítes-..aísons? 

B o í {e a u. Sat. Y. 

Let us consíder tie fact tiat iumans wí{{ ayyrecíate 
or iscard a new convíctíon mere{y ·based on íts agreement 
or contraictíon wíti tieír own yríor convíctíons; and {et 
us furtiermore consíder tie fact tiat agreement even 
among yeoy{e wíti tie most símí{ar attítudes ís on{y weai 
and ímyerfect, and tiat as a resu{t we tiíni tiat everyone 
efse everywiere ís cioci ju{{ of bías, contraictíons, 
yrejuices, siort-sígitedness, and stubborn Jfínfness; and 
{et us fína{{y consíder tie fact tiat everytiíng we accuse 
otiers o, we return to tiem ín ju{{est me asure. Let us now 
co{{ect tie ínivídua{ votes agaín, ieeyíng a{{ tiís ín mín: 
Tie resu{t ís tiat tiere ís no iuman beíng on tiís earti wio 
tiínis tru{y and correct{y. Ergo, tiere exísts not even one 
Truti, mere{y contraictíons. It ís ímyossíb{e to understaná 
iow an age ín wiíci, accoring to tie unanímous 
confessíon of a{{ tiose afíve, no iumans can tiíni correc't{y, 
cou[ se e ítseJ as tie most enfígitene. 

Our assessment of iumaníty 's mora{ beiavíor does 
not {ooi muci better. In tiís are a as we{' a{{ iuman beíng 
io[ very iígi oyíníons of tiese{ves'). fumaníty 's fíner 

L'homme de sa nature pense hautement et superbement de lui meme. 
La modestie ne tend qu'a faire que personne n'en souffre. lle e t une vertu 
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· tefe conceafs suci oyíníons beiínd tie veí{ of modesty. But 
t i ís soy{easant vírtue s for tie most yart just a facía{ 
(1 ;pressíon we assume, on{y organízíng tie vísíb{e yortíon 
o our beiavíor, siuntíng asíde everytiíng objectíonab{e, 
w l tfi tie resu{t tiat our too iígi estímatíon of ourse{ves 
(1 resses ítseJ ín a way tiat ofens fewer yeoy{e tian 
m ígfit yeriays otierwíse be tie case. But, tianks to our 

1 1  n r convíctíons, yeoy{e tiínk and act ín a way tiat 
? t·rays tiat tiey consíder otiers to be of no va{ue. Otiers 
w a{ways come uy siort wien comyared to ourse{ves, and 

1ery quarre{ tiat mígit cast our own c{aíms ínto doubt 
/ tr never be decíded befare our Tirone of ]udgement ín 

a n y  way otier tian ín our own favor. 

s a resu{t, everyone ias tie greatest :iffícu{ty 
H4 ' ectíng tiemse{ves cayab{e of f{aws and afuctíons. No 
man craves faí{ure. Boti tie símy{est and tie c{everest 
a mong us iave yerfect{y mastered tie art of g{ossíng over 
t 1 ir eros and turníng eaci one ínto a vírtue. 
C 'ñatterboxes tiínk tiemse{ves to be e{oquent, reck{ess 
dur devífs tiínk tiemse{ves brave, obstínate yeoy{e 
•onsíder tiemse{ves to be ín tie rígit, and vo{uytuaríes see 
l fi l'mse{ves as wíse men or as men wio know iow to 
t' .. P ríence art and tie word. Wastres befíeve tiemse{ves 
IJl' n rous, an[ mísers befíeve tiemse{ves to be goo[ 
llou ekeeyers. In tiís way, iumaníty 's soyiístry ín 

1 / V ntíng excuses and reasons for g{ossíng over tie true 
, t ua t íon ís ínexiaustíb{e, to deceíve tiemse{ves an[ otiers. 

de dehors, qui regle ses yeux, sa démarche, sa paro le, le ton de sa voix, et qui 
le fait agir extérieurement, comme s ' i l  n'étoit pas vrai qu'il les compte pour 
rien. Le monde est plein des gens qui saisant intérieurement et par habitude la 
comparai on d 'eux memes avec les autres décident toujours en faveur de leur 
mérite, et agissent conséquement. 

5 

L a B r u y e r e. 



Our vaníty ís never more wounded to tie quíck tian wien 
we are accused of weakness or ofence. We a{{ more or {ess 
Jeúeve ourse{ves Moraúty 's feroes and yerfect examy{es of 
SeJ(essness. We are even símy{e enougi to Jeúeve tiat we 
do a{{ good tiíngs mere{y be cause tiey are goo, Jecause 
tiey are our duty. Tiís ís tie unanímous convíctíon of a{{ 
iumans wienever tiey assess tieír own moraúty. f ever a 
stray douJt aríses ín tieír sous, tiese douJts are on{y a 
temyorary yienomenon and are quíck{y sí{enced Jy tie 
vígí{ance of our amour rre. for ít ís ímpossíJ{e for 
iumans to contínuous{y tiínk tiemse{ves Jad and 
ímperfect. 

Interrogeons marcians, fínancíers, gens de guerre, 
Courtísans, magístrats; ciez eux, sí je {es croís, 
L'íntéret ne yeut ríen, Cionneur seu{ saít {a {oí. 

Seen from eaci yerson's eyes, and tie eyes of tieír 
nearest and dearest, tiere exíst, tierefore, no deyraved 
yeoy{e, no unjust yeoy{e, no iyyocrítes or swínd{ers. from 
tiís yoínt of víew, tie wor{d ayyears tie crad{e of ionesty 
and vírtue, and no one can exy{aín wiy ín suci a mora{ 
wor{d tiey a{ways iave to remaín watciju{ and guard 
tiemse{ves agaínst deceytíon, maúce, and ínjustíce. 

Meanwií{e, 

Lors-qu'aux yeux {eur yortant {a {anterne, 
]'examíne au grandjour, Cesyrít quí {es gouverne, 
]e n'ayyen;oís yar tout, que jo{{e amJítíon, 
foíJ{esse, íníquíté, fourJe, corruytíon, 
Que ríicu{e orgueí{ de soí-meme ído{dtre. 

Tiat ís B o í {e a u ' s  oyíníon, and tfie oyíníon of every 
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pey "On as soon as tfiey stoy {ooiíng at tiemse{ves aná start 
((wi íng at otfier yeoy{e. No one can unáerstaná tfie 
\' t u.atíons otfier yeoy{e ougfit to so easí{y be ab{e to áíscover 
n t fiemse{ves, fiow otfiers can be búná to tfieír own Jau{ts 

a ná so obstínate{y fiíáe tfieír own j{aws aná ugúness from 
1 te·mse{ves. Wfiat aná fiow mucfi we tru{y entrust to otfiers ' 
fion sty ís evíáenceá by our reserve, our {ocis aná oatfis, 
a ncf our army of ínsurance, securíty, aná áetentíon 

t-1 t ítutíons tfiat exyeríence fias yroveá necessary ín our 
r aíons wítfi otfier fiuman beíngs. It ís evíáenceá by tfie 

t•omp{aínts beíng raíseá on a{{ síáes agaínst tfie íncreasíng 
1 u lnatíon of our moras. f tfiese c{aíms are founáe, if tfie 
wo-{, as we yreten, ís worseníng from generatíon to 
1 1  n ratíon, wfiat monsters of ínáecency must we fiave 
h o·me? Wfiat ís to be come of tfiose yet to be born? Sooner 
o {ater, tfie generatíon must fína{{y ayyear tfiat fias 
t 1a fieá tfie utter ayex of áastaráúness . .t tíme must come 

wñ n sucfi a fiateju{ syecíes, wfiose exístence fias no otfier 
1 u ryose tfian to áeteríorate aná to áemonstrate fiow Jar tfie 
na me of áegeneratíon aná áeyravíty can be y{aye, wfien, 
\'U y 1, sucfi a syecíes wiyes ítseJ out aná se-extermínates. 

So wfiat are tfie Wor{, aná wfiat are s, f we 
1 v creáence to sucfi contraáíctory assessments? .tre tfiey 

nooá or baá? Tfiese facts seem to maie ít c{ear{y evíáent 
1 fía t  fiumans fiave not createá a soúá system for áeaúng 
w 'fi tfiís íssue, or wfien we áo ín fact fiave a áecísíve 
Opín íon on tfie subject, ít tenás to íncúne towará tfie worst. 
'1 · tli r ít seems to us tfiat jooá aná Baá a{ternate aná 
maíntaín an equíúbríum or, ín wfiat seems more creáíb{e 
f l  1 1  t fie more wíáe{y fie{á beúef, we tfiíni tfiat fumaníty 
t l l lt f t fie Wor{á tená to be ratfier more Baá tfian joo. Tis 
I1C 'comes c{earest wfien measureá by tfie áegree of 
1 '1 1  n L n'ment aná syírítua{ y ea e u rren tiy founá among 
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tie yoyu{ace. 

Díssatísfíed yeoy{e iave exísted ín every age, and ít 
may ayyear doubtfu{ and not so y{ausíb{y yroven tiat 
tiere are more of tiem today, wietier or not tiís ayyears 
to me to tru{y be our sítuatíon and evídence of our 
íncreasíng cu{ture, as wí{{ be more c{ear{y siown be{ow. 
But, ín any case, tiís muci remaíns undeníab{e to me, 
based on m y exyeríence: tiat 1 know very few yeoy{e, ín 
fact 1'd fíke to say 1 know no one, wio ís tru{y iayyy about 
tieír exístence, wio wou{dtiank Nature 's We{syríngfor 
tieír creatíon, or wio iave tru{y convínced tiemse{ves 
tiat ít ís b e t t e r T o 3 e t i a n N o t T o 3 e. 1 know 
no one wio wou{d want to be born a sécond tíme and re­
exyeríence wiat ie ias exyeríenced. No one fíkes ít down 
iere. Tie {amentatíons and reyroacies never ceas e. Siow 
me tie yerson wio does not beueve tiat ie wou{d not 
yrefer tiís wor{d to be more reasonab{y organíze. 1 know 
a great dea{ of yeoy{e wio seríous{y wísi tiat tiey iad 
never been born andyet, ín tie strangest of a{{ 
contradictíons, {oatie Deati as tie greatest of a{{ evífs. 

Nu{ ne voudroít mourír, nu{ ne voudroít renaitre. 
Y o  {t a í r  e. 

Notiíng stans out more ín tiís atmosyiere tian tie 
way tie dissatísfíed wí{{ tien rídicu{e anyone wio tiínks 
uy a better organízatíon for tie earti and íts yeoy{es, 
ca{fíng iím a siort-sígited foo{ wio knows notiíng of tie 
wor{d. f suci treatment ís deserve, tien tie nature of 
iuman wísdom ís very exceytíona{ índeed. Seyaratíon from 
tieír own dissatísfactíon seems to iurt yeoy{e. Tie root 
must fíe ín a syecía{ tyye of y{easure found ín seJ-torment. 
1 do not understand wiat tie reason ís for a{{ tie 
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coy{aínts. Lje must befar more yeaceju{{y and 
pfl asant{y íved ín a wor{d wlíere no man ís satísfíed wítlí 
li f ·yart tlían ín a worúfwlíere no one asks for more tían 
l' t ier  wlíat líe owns a{ready or wlíat líe can acquíre at no 
ma n 's isadvantage. f tlíe degree of our issatísfactíon 

l' resents tlíe extent of our wísdom, tlíen modest yeoy{e 
1 'e tíe  on{y foos on tlíís eartlí, and we ourse{ves are very 
n u  i ín tlie wrong wlien we detest or yuníslí otlier yeoy{e 's 
1 yi-fi,andedness and ínjustíces. Notlííng more ís needed for 

l fl l' .P  rfectíoníng of tíís wor{d tian for tlíe syírít of 
d \' ·a t ísfactíon to become even more wídesyread tlían ít ís 
a l '('ady. 

!, for m y yart, am not one of tlíese wíse yeoy{e. 

11raetu{erím, scriptor defírus ínersque víderí, 
' Dum mea de{ectent ma{a me, ve{ deníque ja{{ant, 
Quam sayere, et ríngí. 
J -{ o r a  e e. Ty. Líb. I. Ty. 2. 

T'o m y way of tíínkíng, contentedness, moderatíon, 
I IWdé ' t y, and resígnatíon to one 's fa te are very great and 
1 ' 1  mab{e vírtues wliose exereíse sliow muelí more 
t l l atJna n ímíty of syírít and grandeur of mín, quafítíes 
l ia t .  one míglit wísli, míglít beeome yrevaífíng and 
1 1 1 1  v ' Y'aC to tlie Tartli 's great good fortune. 1 myseJ líave 
1 1 1 1  (�a Yer wüli tlian for tliem to be m y enduríng vírtues. 

T'out eliétf queje suís, je doís vous avouer, 
u 'en me y{aígnant du sort, j'aí de quoí m'en {ouer. 

'D. a nelio ' trragon . te t. . Se. s . 

. 'M y befíej -rema íns unsliakab{e tiat, a {tliougli no 
ll l t m u n  6 í ng wou{d ever be ab{e to avoíd a{{ cfs onten t  if 
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Nature was arrangeá accoring to a mucí wíser yattern, 
nevertíe{ess ín sucí a system we cou{á acííeve a great áea{ 
wítí on{y moáerate efort. Wíen you consíáer tíe matter 
co{á{y, tíere are on{y very few yeoy{e for wíom, if tíe 
accountíng ís maáe on íts meríts, tíe :ví{ wou{á not 
consíáeraJ{y outweígí tíe jooá tíey enjoyeá áuríng tíeír 
{ijesyans. ') for tíese reasons, I wou{á ever{astíng{y 
consíáer a{{ issatísfactíon aná iscontent to 6e tíe resu{t of 
a mísconceytíon, of an íncorrect aná unreasonaJ{e · 
estímatíon of certaín tííngs, aná tíus tíat eací íuman 
6eíng 's áegree of áíssatísfactíon ínicates tíe áegree of tíeír 
styíity aná foo{ísíness. To m y way of tíínéíng, tíere ís 
tíus no more refíaJ{e means to correct our reason aná 
uneartí tíe most áamagíng of our ja{{acíes tían examíníng 
tíe sources of our iscontent; for eací annoyance ís tíe 
resu{t of a mísconceytíon. 

No áou6t, eací of m y reaáers ís ju{{y aware from 
tíeír own exyeríence tíat yeoy{e exíst wío may, ín a fít of 
isy{easure aná J{acé moo, curse tíeír own exístence. I 
myseJ cofess to tíís fau{t, aná I áo not {acé reasons to go 
on áoíng ít. :ací yerson wío se es íímseJ or íerseJ 
comye{{eá to maée frequent use of íígíer yríncip{es ís 
guaranteeá to ía ve to áo 6att{e agaínst many ofensíve 
círcumstances tíat enormous{y áetract from aná istur6 
one 's enjoyment of {je. I can certaín{y unáerstaná tíat 
yeoy{e ín tíe grip of sucí a mooá mígít ímyetuous{y sever 

) Triginta mihi quatuorque messes 
Tecum, si memini, fuere Juli, 
Quarum dulcia mixta sunt amaris. 
Sed j ucunda tamen fuere plura 
Et si calculus omnis huc et i l luc 
D iversus bicolorque digeratur, 
Vincet candida turba nequiorem. 
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t f.e bonS tfiat bíná tfiem to tfie wor[, aná say to 
tfiemse[ves 

Quaná on a tout yeráu, quaná on n'a y[us 'esyoír, 
La víe est un oyyoJre, et  [a mort un áevoír. 
M é r o y e. .ct I. Se. 7. 

It ís equa[[y easy to Jefíeve tiat a[[ yeoy[e wfio turn 
t 't ír  backs to tfie wor[á aná to fate, wfio staná tiere ín tfie 
wor[á a[one aná abanáoneá fíke unto an ís[aná, aná wfio 
( 1/ eríence, ín aááítíon to fiumaníty 's ínjustíces, storms of 
�n i fortune stríkíng tfiem from a[[ síáes, tiat sucfi yeoy[e 
i ·ve a more ímmeáíate cause aná more urgent áemaná to 
u í  [ t o recogníze tie meríts of tieír exístence aná to curse a 

\IOY[á ín wfiídi ít ayyears tiat tfiey are so fítt[e careá for. 
�· m í[ar J[asyiemíes from tfie moutfis of tfie great 
u n t .ínkíng masses wou[á ayyear no [ess natura[ But, ín a 
\' L a nge reversa( ít ís just exact[y tfie [atter, tfie yeoy[e wfio 
tl fg.t fiave more justifícatíon for grumJfíng, wfio bear 
f '  ry mísfortune wítfi an exce[[ent moáeratíon. 

.ná ín contrast, tfie syírít of áíssatísfactíon aná of 
Wl",ríness wítfi [ije ís never voíceá more fíerce[y aná [ouá[y 
1 fia n  ín tfiose c[asses of yeoy[e for wfiom everytfiíng fias 
lieen áone to secure tfieír fiayyíness, aná for wfiom too 
m u i fiayyíness fias be come an overwfie[míng Juráen. 

Ces í[[ustres íngrats, 
Ces gens ma[fieureux yar troy áe fortune. 
L a J o  n t a í n e. 

Tfiey are tfie ones for wfiom [je ayyears a buráen 
1 1  i wio Jefíeve tfiat ít ís better Not To Be tfian To Be. Sucfi 
l1 1 m e n t a t íons tfius ring out .ost requent[y among tfie 
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jreat andWea{tiy, among a{{ ambítíous and powerju{ 
peop{e, among peop{e wíti an extensíve experíence of tie 
wor, wiose míns receíve a greater educatíon tianks to 
tieír wíder experíence. It s even tie voíce of tie scio{ar 
an, wio wou{d iave tiougit ít, tie voíce of some 
pií{osopiers and teaciers of tie Ciurci. 

Tierefore, if anyone wou{d fíke to convínce iímsefJ or 
ierseJ tiat tiís wor{d ís ever goíng to produce any seeS of 
contentment and modesty, anywiere; tiat a{{ tie examp{es 
of tiese vírtues, so ímyortant to us, are not goíng to 
lsappear from tie earti-tiat person wí{{ searci ín vaín 
ín our roya{ courts, ín tie ia{s of our greats, ín tie 
councífs of our sciofars. Suci contentment unfortunate{y !) 
can on{y be found among wí{d peop{es. 

Lo, tie poor Inlan! wiose untutor'd mínd 
Sees jod ín c{ouS, or iears iím ín tie wín; 
fís sou{, proud scíence never taugit to stray 
far as tie so{ar wa{k, or mí{ky way. - - -
To be, contents iís natura{e desíre 
fe asks no angeCs wíngs, no serapi's fíre; 
But tiínks, admítted to tiat equa{ sky 
fís faítiju{ dog sia{{ bear iím company. 
P o y e. Essay on Man. Ep. J. 

Tiere, and ín {ow{y iuts and worksioys, wíti tie 
unspoí{ed craftsman or iusbandman, tiere a{one ít can be 
foun. It on{y dwe{s amongpeop{e wio know fítt{e, tiínk 
fítt{e, iave experíenced fítt{e, and tius wísi for fítt{e. fere, 
and a{most iere a{one, do we fínd peop{e wio bear tie 
burdens of an arduous fije, never cursíng ít, wíti a 
patíence, índifference, and ca{mness for wiíci tiere are 
few examp{es among tie upper and educated c{asses and 
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from wiíci our yií{osoyiers iave createf an ífea{ wítiout 
iowever maiíng use of ít tiemse{ves. 

Tiís remari affuces very ímyortant conc{usíons of a 
issímí{ar tyye. But yeoy{e wio ayyarent{y iave mafe ít 
tieír ru{e to be tieír own iangmen anf torturers, anf wio 
consífer on{y tiat wiíci iumífíates anf torments tiem to 
be wísfom, wí{{ aso faí{ to fraw tie conc{usíon iere tiat 
tiey ougit to fraw. 

Tiese unefucatef mas ses, accoring to tie 
confessíons of men of tie wor{f anf even of our wíse men, 
istínguísi tiemse{ves by tieír bfínfness, ígnorance, anf a 
comy{ete {aci of a{{ fíner anf nob{er unferstaning, anf 
tius cannot yossíb{y be seen as tie more sensíb{e yortíon. In 
tie unanímous oyíníon of tie entíre wor, tie uyyer 
c{asses, anf tie more by tiose wio iave mafe tie 
efucatíon of tie mínf tieír {ije{ong affaír, wio iave tie 
most so{íf{y grounfe[ c{aíms to ínsígit, enfígitenment, anf 
reason, nonetie{ess beiave so unmanju{{y at every afverse 
círcumstance tiat tiey feny tie va{ue of exístence anf 
tiey faí{ to enjoy tie rícies so abunfant{y avaífab{e to 
tiem. It tius ayyears more anf more as if reason anf 
liígier efucatíon exíst ín isafvantageous yroyortíon to 
our yeace anf iayyíness, anf ín fact tru{y iínfer tiem. It 
even seems as if our mísery wí{{ íncrease ín yroyortíon to 
í ncreases ín our ínsígit anf unferstaning. Notiíng tlius 
ayyears more {íie{y tian tie o{f sayíng, yroven agaín anf 
agaín tirougiout tlie ages: 

Quí afit sayíentíae, afit fo{orí. 

Or, as S o y i o e {e s wrítes ín iís \ j a x: 
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· · ·Ev ·..t >pove¡p Jtp ,�osv �&t ;o; 3to;. . . -· .;·� . . . · . 

.t{{ tiís {eas very natura{{y to tfie íáea tfiat eason 
ís a yríví{ege tiat a syíteju{ áeíty gave iumans for tie 

yuryose of causíng tfiem fiarm. Tfiat a{{ fiígfier cu{ture ís 
saíá to 6e an em6arrassíng, artfícía, unnatura{ conltíon 
aná tfie actua{ source of our contínuíng mísery. for tfiís 
reason, we fíná ourse{ves íncfíneá to yrefer, wíti 
R o  u s s e a u, tfie state of ígnorance aná savagery to a{{ 
6ourgeoís refínements, or even to envy tfie fate of anímas 
wfiose y{easure ís neítier ínterruyteá nor {esseneá 6y any 
íáeas a6out an uny{easant future, aná for wfiom 

Wien tfie worst comes, ít comes unfear'. 
Y o u n g. 

We even fíná ourse{ves íncfíneá to be come 
ígnorance 's aávocates aná to seei ín unreason tfiat yeace of 
tfie sou{ aná ca{mness of syírít tfiat we fiave waíteá for ín 
vaín from a{{ reason aná wísáom untí{ tiís fiour. Tfius ít 
ju{{y 6egíns to ayyear as if a{{ tfiese arrogant wors, íáeas, 
aná yrínciy{es tiat yií{osoyfiers iave 6een woriíng so we{{ 
to lscover aná syreaá sínce tfie 6egínníng of a{{ tíme, were 
emyty yirases, íá{e wors, aná use{ess y{atítuáes a6so{ute{y 
íncaya6{e of strengtfieníng or tru{y fieafíng any suferers.­
To maie sucfi crusiíng lscoveríes now, after iavíng íveá 
more tfian ffty years ín sucfi a notoríous wor{á aná syent 
tfie greater yart of m y eartfi{y exístence fruít{ess{y 
searciíng for trut; aná if tiese lscoveríes are, as yeoy{e 
seem to yreten[, {ije 's on{y true wísáom, aná tfie iígiest 
aná fína{ resu{ts of our reason--we{{, ín fiínsígfit sucfi a 
foofísfi{y syent {ije ís 6otfi saá aná mortfyíng, aná 1 can not 
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iep makíng tie iumífíatíng confessíon tiat 1 iave very 
poor[y understood tie art of fívíng and enjoyíng [je, spent 
my tíme very had[y, an, as a comp[ete foo, utter[y míssed 
m y ohjectíve. 5U tie end of your [je you are tempted to 
make use of your remaíníng moments an, ín arder to 
siare tiat enjoyment wíti otiers, to tiínk and act tie way 
tiey tiínk and act. ') 

Tiís assertíon ís gíven more credíhífíty and 
reínforcement by tie fact tiat we perceíve uniformíty and 
agreement tirougiout ín our stuyííty and ígnorance, and 
ín tie wio[e on[y one [anguage and ínterest. In contrast, 
he cause of tie great varíety of tiíngs and tie end[ess 
presuptíons and contradíctíons of tiose yeoy[e wio tiínk 
tiemse[ves yossessed of reason, no one can refíah[y say 

) For my part, 1 draw a very different conclusion therefrom. To me, all this 
appears to in di cate the true source of all erors and to prove that theory and 
practice, erudition and wisdom are two very different things, of les ser value. 
Everything 1 have said so far makes only too credible the fact that we understand 
the artiicial game of our passions, and the secret mainsprings of our search for 
truth, very little, and the influence of our hearts on our opinions even less. 1 should 
think we would ha ve had far too much experience airead y to not have inally 
admitted that we all appreciate and crave truth only in its abi l ity to unction as a 
means to satisy a reigning passion. We should leam to expect our interest to have 
altered when we see that our concepts ofwhat is true, good, beautiful, or just have 
changed. After so many confusions and contradictions, it is about time for us to 
seriously want to make use of the fruitful discovery that the key to our heads and 
our thoughts l ies in our hearts, that all that reasoning and philosophizing, all doubts 
and certainties, all theories and systems, all superstition and disbelief, all reason 
and unreason originate in our hearts and receive their form and shape from that 
organ only. We would quickly see that such and such a desire is always the parent 
of su eh and su eh a thought; that from a disposition so strongly controlled by moods, 
self-interest, and every other pass ion, whose point of view and interest are so 
constantly subject to change, no other result can be obtained. 

L'esprit enfin, l 'esprit, je le répete, 
N 'est que du coeur l 'esclave ou ! ' interprete. 

J I .  [sic] B . R o u s s e  a u. Ep. á Racine. 
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wiere tiat reason and wísdom can be found to wiíci one 
mígit saje{y subject onese. It ís dffícu{t to cíte features 
tiat cou{d not be used to substantíate tie most j{agrant 

ja{{acy's oyíníons and statements, wíti every ayyearance 
of beíng equa{{y ín tie rígit . \ iundred dfferent scioos 
and ciurcies boast wíti e qua{ confídence and warmti 
about iavíng access to exc{usíve wísdom, and yet agaínst 
eaci of tiese ínja{íb{es, nínety-níne voíces uníte ín yrovíng 
tie erros of íts c{aíms. In aditíon to tiís ís tie fact tiat 

yeoy{e iave be en yreaciíng, yií{osoyiízíng, teaciíng, 
educatíng, commanfíng, and forbíding for tiousans of 
years, and nevertie{ess ít ayyears and ít ís saíd tiat yeoy{e 
are no more mora{ tian befare. 

Wíti oyíníon fívergíng so muci about a{{ asyects of 
know{edge, certaín{y no one can be taken aback by tie 
statement tiat yeoy{e stí{{ vary to tie extreme ín tieír 
assessments of tie wor{'s va{ue, and tiat yeoy{e contraict 
tiemse{ves. Tiat tiís rea{{y iayyens ís yroven by tie facts I 
iave cíte. Notiíng ís as uncertaín, notiíng as 
contraictory, as yeoy{e 's judgements of tiís matter; tiís ís 
siown ínisyutab{y by yeoy{e 's own actíons. Peoy{e 's 
tieoríes are undecíded about tiís questíon, andjudgíng by 
tieír yractíces tieír oyíníons unfortunate{y íncfíne toward 
tie ídea tiat tie wor{d ís more bad tian goo. 

Suci a tiíng ias greater consequences tian yeoy{e 
beíeve, and yrecíse{y tie fact tiat yeoy{e tiínk so fítt{e 
about tie nature of tie wor{d seems to yrove tiat tiey do 
not see or do not recogníze tie consequences. No one seems 
to susyect wiat astouning consequences tiís seemíng{y 
íd{e or yure{y syecu{atíve questíon ias for iumaníty 's 
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practíca{ {ije, treatment, aná bússju{ iappíness. 

By m y íáeas, tfiís questíon ís tie founáatíon of 
moraúty aná even of poútícs. Our abíúty to juáge fiuman 
nature, our future perfectíon, aná tfie entíre ruúng aná 
eáucatíng of peop{e áepená on tiís questíon's reso{utíon. 
Tfie arrangement of tfiese tfiíngs áepenfs on tfie íáeas we 
fiave about peop{e aná tfieír govenment. .Aná tfiey cannot 
but áifer áepenlng on wfietfier peop{e tiínk tfie wor{; of 
wfiíci fiumaníty ís a part, be gooá or eví[ 

Tfiree opíníons are possíb{e fiere. Tfie wor{á s eítier 
ciangíng pure{y for tie worse, or íts cfianges are for tfie 
gooá of tfie wfio{e, or, fína{{y, tie wor{á ias no P{an 
wiatsoever aná tiere are no u{tímate common gooá or eví{ 
consequences, but ratfier .ví{ a{ternates wíti jooá aná 
jooá a{ternates wítfi .ví{ wítfiout any fiígfier íntentíon or 
p{anníng. - Sfiou, or can, ít be of no consequence wfiíci 
one we c{aím to be true? Can a peson wfio assumes tie fírst 
concept act ín tfie same way as one convínceá of tie trutfi 
of tfie seconá? If tfiat ís ímpossíb{e, tfien tiís questíon ís not 
specu{atíve but ratfier one pívota{ for iumaníty's iappíness 
aná fate, a practíca, most ímportant questíon tiat wí{{ 
create a revo{utíon ín tiougfit aná áeeá aná eúmínate a 
great áea{ of obstac{es ímpelng our moraúty aná beíng 
consíáereá ínsurmountab{e after so many faí{eá attempts. 

Tie íáea tfiat tfie wor{á ís gettíng worse ís suci a 
b{ack, unlgnifíeá tfiougit for a fiuman to tfiínk tfiat ít 
scarce{y meríts refutatíon. In suci a system, peop{e cou{á 
áo naugfit e se but iate aná persecute tiemse{ves aná 
o tfiers. Our ruínatíon wou{á be íncurab{e, aná a{{ 
í nstítutíons for our ímprovement aná ennob{emen t wou{á 
6e í nefectíve aná {augfiab{e. Tfie greatest of a{{ 
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ínconsequences wou[á be wantíng to ímyrove yeoy[e 
áoomeá to áeteríoratíon. government cou[á on[y consíáer 
ítsef an ená ín ítse, aná íts áesyícab[e creatures tius as 
naugit ese but toos . t[[ tie government's wísáom cou[á go 
to work on naugit efse but neutraúzíng iumaníty 's 
natura[[y -íncurab[e maúcíousness aná yreventíng íts 
outbreaks as muci as yossíb[e. In suci a wor[, seJísiness ís 
tie on[y true system; a[[ iuman c[everness cou[á on[y 
consíst ín careju[[y takíng aávantage of every oyyortuníty 
to y[easure oneseJ. In a wor[á wíti suci crusiíng yrosyects, 
ít wou[á be tiat muci more ímyortant to cúng to tie 

yresent. Wiere every cause for reassurance ís eúmínate, 
wiere tie sma[[est eví[ must be seen as a rea[ eví, no one 
cou[á áevote too muci tiougit to tieír own se[ves, nor iep 
but eúmínate every uy[easant ímyressíon, no matter wiat 
sort. Every system of moraúty aná yoútícs wou[á tius run 
more or [ess to tiís en: W i y ,  t i e w r o  n g í s b u  t 
a w r o  n g  í ' t  i e w o r [á; a n á, i a v í ng t i e 
w o r [á fo r y o u r  [a b a r , ' t í s a w r o n g í n  
y o u r o w n w o r [á, a n á y o u m í g i t q u í e k [y 
m a k e í t r í g i t . tná wien, on tie strengti of suci a 
system, yeoy[e mígit want to juge tieír own merít, ít 
wou[á be áffícu[t to tiínk anytiíng more consoúng of 
tiemse[ves tian 

Were I, wio to my cost a[reaáy am 
One of tiose yrolgíous creatures, man, 
.t syírít free to cioose for my own siare, 
Wiat sort of j[esi an b[oo, I y[eas 'á to wear: 
J' á be a áog, a monkey, or a bear, 
r any tiíng, but tiat vaín aníma[ 
Wio ís so yrouá of beíng ratíona[ 
T i e E a r [ o f R o e i e s t e r. 
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rfie mínute we assume tiat tfie worf ís cfiangíng for 
tfie better, tfiíngs become very dferent, and our befiavíor 
must cfiange comy[ete[y. rfien, tfien tfiere ís a y[an anda 

yuryose to tfie wor[d and everytfiíng must re[ate to tfiem. 
Tfiís gíves morafíty and yofítícs a fíxe{, unciangea6[e 
yoínt; boti inow tfien wiat tfiey ougfit to be woriíng 
t owar. rien, our ínstítutíons for our íprovement do 
maie sense and yromíse a certaín amount of success. rien, 
our eví[ ís not íncura6[e. fumans tfiemse[ves are yossessed 
of some greatness and can be fiayyy to be ín exístence. 
Tfien, tfiere ís true conso[atíon on tfiís eartfi, and we do not 
iave to worry about wfiat ís yet to come. rfien, tfiere ís a 
future for us, and tfie fiorízons of our exístences and our 
(ifetímes exyan. rfien, ít wou[d be [augfiab[e and foofísfi if 
yeoy[e on[y cared for tfie wfio[e, for tfie syecíes, for an 
abstract ídea, and neg[ected tfie ínivídua(s tfiey ínc[ude. 
Tfien, a yerson wou[d not be a means, but ratfier an en, 
a nd can demand tfiat fiís [eaders treat fiím as sucfi, and 
demand to be taugfit and educated ín accordance wítfi fiís 
own stiyu[atíon. 

Sínce tfie fírst system's resu[ts are too ug[y, and tfie 
(atter's are too j[atteríng, and ayyear to be ín contrast to 
actua[ events, fiumaníty 's tfiíniers fiave found ít more 
reasona6[e to yursue a tyye of mídd[e course and to befíeve 
t iat jood and Bad a[ternate ín tfie wor[d wítfi no y[an or 
gfier íntentíons. rfiís system ayyeas to be tfie one usua[[y 
fo[[owed ín yractíce, tfie one consídered by our men of tfie 
wor[d to be tfie on[y true and reasonab[e one, tfie one tfiat 
ayyears to be based on our exyeríence; and tfius ít ís 
wortfiy of a c[oser examínatíon. 

Wfien 1 attentíve[y go tfirougfi tfie fiístory of so many 
·ou ntríes anderas, and se e, next to so mucfi greatness on 
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tíís eart, so mucí tíat ís sma{-mínded and {ow; wítí 
yeoy{e cayab{e of so mucí se-sacrifíce, yet so mucí se­
ínterest; so mucí courage and majesty of syírít, yet so mucí 
síyness and ví{eness and creeyíng JCattery; so many 
monuments to reason, yet so mucí evídence of fooúsíness; 
so mucí ayyarent reason, yet sucí a degree of unreaso; so 
many vírtues, yet sucí an excess of crue{ty and 
abomínatíon, and wíí{e 1 am seeíng tíese tííngs 1 aso see 
tíe ever{astíng cíange, transítíon, and baci and fortí 
vací{{atíng from tíe íeígít of greatness to decúne, from 
good to baá, from trutí to error, and from wísdom to 
stuyílty;-wíen 1 searcí out tíe reasons beíínd símí{ar 
events, and ínvestígate tíe causes for wíy some tííngs do 
íayyen;-wíen 1 reaúze íow tíe best and most 
ínlsyensab{e tííngs for our good íea{tí are lstorted agaín 
and agaín ín tíe íands of maúcíous, se-servíng yeoy{e, 
and tíat no ínstítutíon of jood ías yet to be acííeved tíat 
ías not be en taien advantage of to satísfy some yassíon: 
we{, tíen 1 myseJ do not inow, 1 admít ít, if 1 wou{d not 
agree wítí tíe men of tíe wor{. 1 do not inow wíetíer 1 
síou{d be íayyy about tíe good tíat ías occurred or 
saddened tíat ít {asted so bríefCy. 1t ayyears 
íncomyreíensíb{e to me íow tíís Wío{e cou{d aríse from so 
many ímyerfect and íeterogenous Parts, because an 
overvíew of tíe Wío{e síows tíat ít does contaín some 
great and sy{enld tííngs. 1 am becomíng aware tíat 
íumans íave stoyyed at notííng to destroy a{{ arder. Tíe 
fact tíat bourgeoís socíety contínues to exíst cannot 
reúab{y be ascríbed to íumaníty 's meríts. 

Peoy{e, wrítes L a 3 r u y e r e, íave so mucí troub{e 
ayyroacííng one anotíer duríng tíeír deaúngs; tíe {east of 
tíeír advantages ís assocíated wítí so many a{armíng 
tííngs; tíey íave sucí a tendency to Cet one ffícu{ty ari 
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after anotlier; tiey woufá so {ove to cieat otliers aná áo so 
Jear to 6e áeceíveá tliemse{ves; tliey overva{ue tlieír 
yroyerty aná unáerva{ue otiers 'yroyerty so muci; tliat I 

annot comyrelien, I aámít ít, liow marríages, contracts, 
yeace accorás, aná amanees cou{á ever 6e conc{uáeá unáer 

ucli conitíons. Tlie questíon lías arísen: Wliy cannot a{{ 
yeoy{e form one natíon, syeak one {anguage, íve unáer one 
·et of {aws, aná iave one set of moras aná one refígíon? 
VIien I tliínk of tlie great varíety ín yeoy{e 's ways of 
t i ínkíng, 6asíc convíctíons aná tastes, I cannot liep 6ut 6e 
amazeá tliat seven or eígit yeoy{e can assem6{e unáer tlie 
'a me roo, {ock tliemse{ves ínto tlie same ríng of wa{fs, aná 
un íte ín a síng{e famí{y. 

Wien you see sucli tliíngs, áou6ts can aríse wítliín 
you as to wlietlier tlie wor{á aná íts yeoy{e liave a 6etter 

yu-yose. Sucli Jacts seem to sliow tiat tiere ís 6oth a great 
ea{ of reason aná very fítt{e reason on tiís earti. Tiere ís 

a great áea{ of reason f eruditíon ís reason, if everytiíng 
.Peoy{e want to aciíeve 6y vírtue of tieír yassíons ís of tie 
fr ígiest aná most unquestíona6{e yuryose, if every kíná of 
·onnectíon or context ís, at tie same tíme, reason. for 

everytiíng tiat yeoy{e iave wanteá to aciíeve untí{ now 
( n oráer to 6ecome ríci aná yowerfu, to áeceíve otiers­
We{, no one ís more reasona6{e tian tiose yeoy{e Jor tiey 

a re áoíng everytiíng tiat lías to 6e áone to reaci tiat 
u{t ímate goa[ 

Wien, iowever, true aná actua{ reason can on{y 6e 
souglit wiere uníversa{, genera{ context or connectíons 
C' íst 6etween a{{ íáeas aná áesíres; wien yeoy{e can on{y 6e 
sa íá to liave reason if tiey are wíse as we{{, unáerstaná tie 
su6fímatíon of tlie e n; aná act aná áesíre accoráíng{y: we{{ 
1 fr n t liere ' , u nfort unate{y, very, very fítt{e reason. Our 
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reason, aJout wiíci so mucfi noíse ís 3eíng made, ís a 
vío{ent, yufed-uy, mad reason. f ít were on{y of a 3etter 
tyye, ít cou{d cof-J{ooded{y ústen, coyare, and consíder. 
3ut ínstead tiís sort of reason takes ofence as soon as a 

yerson's tfiougfit yrocess ceas es to dance accorlng to íts 
tune. \nd yet I fiave yet to see tfie {etter of credence 
estaJúsfiíng tfiese tone-setters '  ínja{íJí{íty. Viat I am 
sayíng iere wítfiout any ínfiíJítíons or reserve cou{d ítseJ 
3ecome evídence of fiow mucfi reason ís to 3e found among 
tfie yeoy{e. It can on{y uyset tiose wfio fiave gíven útt{e 
tfiougfit to wfiy we are reasonaJ{e or vírtuous, on{y tfiose 
wio tfiínk tiey see reason everywfiere wiere tfiere ís 
{earníng and any tyye of connectíon, or wfiere good efects 
are 3eíng yroduce. 

Nevertfie{ess I 3eúeve tfiat tfie yretensíons of our 
men of tfie wor{d contaín more ayyearance tfian trutfi. Tfie 
ídea tfiat jood a{ternates wítfi Tví{ ín tfiís wor{d wítfiout 
any sort of y{an wfiatsoever contaíns a{{ tfie ínconsístencíes 
of tfie fírst system wítfiout takíng advantage of tfie greater 
advantages of tfie seconá. Txyeríence aso yroves tfiat, ín 

yractíce, tfiíngs a{ways cfiange for tfie worse for tfie wor{d 
and for men. I am afso unaJ{e to se e and unconvínced tfiat 
tfiís lscovery contaíns tfie deey tfiougfit and tfie degree of 
wísdom tfiat yeoy{e 3oast for ít. }es, tfiís statement ís 3aseá 
on fiow tfie facts ayyear to 3e, 3ut ít exyaíns very útt{e 
aJout tfie tfiíng ín ítse. Ratfier, ít ís {íie tfie sfiort lsyatcli 
treatíses so common tfiese days tfiat yeoy{e tfiínk tfiey can 
use to dodge makíng rea{ exy{anatíons. Sucfi sfiort 
lsyatcfies 3etray a great {eísureúness of tfiougfit, and tfiey 
yrevent tfie lrectíon of attentíon to tfie fieart of tfie tfiíng 
and ínvestígatíons of tfie orígíns of many a matter. 3ecaus 
of tfiem, yeoy{e never fiear anytfiíng aJout tie more yre s 
nature and context of tfiíngs. Notliíng fias a consequen e, 
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and notiíng ias a cause. Tfiíngs iayyen tie way tiey 
fiayyen 3ecause tfiey cou{dn't yossí3{y fiayyen any otier 
way. Tfiese are tie on{y resu{ts you wí{{ get from sucfi 
antecedents. 

But tfiís oyíníon ís afso an í{{ogíca{ one, anda{{ wio 
yrofess ít ayyarent{y do not understand to wiat 
í nconsístencíes tfiís way of tfiínkíng {eaS. Tfiey seem not to 
ftave reaúzed tfiat f tiís oyíníon ís grounde, and f yeoy{e 
wanted to act comp{ete{y ín consequence to ít, a{{ 
ínte{{ectua{ actívíty wou{d end and iumans wouf 3ecome 
tfie unfiayyíest of a{{ creatures. Tfiat tiey tfiemse{ves can 
o n{y act and desíre 3y forgettíng tfieír own tfieory, tfiat 
onsequent{y tfiey are contradlctíng tfiemse{ves, and tfiat 

ín yractíce many of tfieír actíons suyyort an oyíníon tfieír 
fieory condemns, sfia{{ 3e yroven 3y tfie jo{{owíng 
reasoníng . 

.t yerson wfio duríng fiís {jetíme {acked every 
desíra3{e tfiíng cou{d not, as even a{{ m y oyyonents wou{d 
iave to admít, 3e seen as anytfiíng otier tfian a fiígfi{y 
ímyerfect 3eíng tfiat, due to a {aci of a{{ actívíty, ís not 
iayyy or even not exístent . 

t{{ o3jects cease 3eíng desíra3{e wfien everytfiíng 
t fiat we desíre and wísfi to acfiíeve tirougfi our actívíty fías 
no  va{ue at a{, or ayyears yetty, unímyortant, use{ess, 
suyerj{uous, yoínt{ess, or fiarmfu, or as soon as tfiere are no 
(onge-r o3jects tfiat we can avoíd and desyíse. 

Wfien tfie wor{'s events do not yroduce a common{y 
yood or 3ad resu{t, tfie wfio{e tfiíng fias no yoínt and tfius no 
'Va lúe. 
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Tius a{{ tie Parts are afso as yoínt{ess as tiey are 
worti{ess. 

for wiatever yuryose one mígit want to assume for tie 
ínlvídua{ yarts, we wou{d stí{{ fínd ourse{ves obfíged to 
admít tiat even if ínlvídua{ tiíngs iave a yuryose and 
consequent{y iave va{ue for tie sake of aciíevíng tiat 

yuryose, t i a t t i í s y u r y o s e do e s n o t i a v e 
a y u ry o s e  a n d  e rg o  t i e r e a r e  
y u r y o s e {e s s y u r y o s e s be cause a{{ tiese 
makesift borrowíngs of yuryoses {ead to notiíng ín tie 
end and no reason can be found wiy tie ínlvídua{ yarts 
siou{d iave suci a yuryose. Tius notiíng on earti 
wou{d be tru{y good or ba; everytiíng ís futí{e and 
vaníty. A{{ tie ídeas about rígit and wrong ja{{ away, 
and morafíty ís unfoundei Notiíng ís worti desíríng. 
Our entíre ínte{{ectua{ actívíty eítier comy{ete{y stoys or 
ít on{y survíves by our forgettíng tiat everytiíng ends 
ín notiíng and tiat a{{ yuryoses do not iave a yuryose. 

f tius tie befíej tiat our actívíty siou{d resu{t ín 
sometiíng of yermanence tiat ís worti tie efort ís suci 
a necessary conltíon for tie deve{oyment of our menta{ 
yowers, iow cou{d we yossíb{y reasonab{y suyyort an 
oyíníon tiat destroys tie grouns for a{{ actívíty? Wiy 
wou{d we want to maíntaín tiís actívíty ín suci a 
yrecaríous and Jfawed way, wíti tie iep of an í{{usíon 
tiat defeats our tieory? 

Peoy{e suyyosed to take actíon must a{ways be ín yursuít 
of some sort of ínterest and io{d tie befíej tiat creatíng a 
certaín resu{t wí{{ be worti tie effort. 3ut wien 
everytiíng {eads to notiíng, tiere wí{{ be no true 
ínterest . And everytiíng wí{{ {ead to notiíng as soon s 
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tlie Wio{e ías no yuryose, no common{y good or bad 
resuú. Recognítíon of tlie nature and tlius tlie yuryose 
and tlie course of tlie Wio{e ís for tliís reason tlie 
foremost and most ímyortant of a{{ examínatíons. 3efore 
we are agreed and c{ear about tliat, a{{ ta{i, wrítíng, 
isyute, and yroofs about tlie nature and tlie va{ue of tlie 
Parts wí{{ remaín siaiy and liave neítlier foundatío, 
reason, nor meaníng. Untí{ tliís liayyens, yeoy{e wí{{ ín 
tlie future as ín tlie yast dfer ín tlieír oyíníons as to tlie 
va{ue of gooS and tlie most ímyortant tliíngs ín fije. 
Tliey wí{{ argue and contraict eaci otier wítliout 
convertíng or ímyrovíng anyone. Peoy{e wlio are unsure 
about tlie most ímyortant tliíng wí{{ now act one way, 
now act anotlier, and no one wí{{ {aci justifícatíons for 
tlieír beliavíor. 3ut tlie effect of trutli ítseJ wí{{ a{ways 
remaín ímyerfect be cause ít wí{{ remaín a tutli tliat wí{{ 
be contraicted by a great yortíon of liumaníty and 
contraicted by a{{ ayyearances. Tlius, wliífst tliís 
fundamenta{ questíon remaíns unreso{ve, moraíty 
ítseJ wí{{ be uncertaí; and tlie resu{t of tliís uncertaínty 
wí{{ be tliat yeoy{e wí{{ not inow wliat ís Ríglit and wliat 
ís Wrong. Even yofítícs wí{{ start to sway wítliout tliís 
suyyort and wí{{ be fíie a creature wítli neítlier {egs nor 
a liea[ 

Tliís wor{d tlius contaíns a seríes of consequences and 
yuryoses tliat eítlier extends onward ínto Infíníty and 
wí{{ {e ave us ín eterna{ uncertaínty, or tliat wí{{ contínue 
onwards untí{ a common resu{t ayyears. 

Tiís resuú wí{{ tlien be eítlier jood or Eví{, or, ít beíng 
one and tlie same, Eartli and J{umaníty wí{{ eítlier 
deteríorate duríng tlieír [fetíme or maie 
íncontraictab{e yrogress toward yerfectíon. One or tlie 
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other of these two ídeas must ho{d true, and the oyíníon 
that jood and Tví{ a{ternate unsystematíca{{y ín thís 
wor{d s, desyíte a{{ ayyearances of wísdom, an í{{ogíca{ 
oyíníon. 

The above úscussíon has símy{ifíed the object of m y 
examínatíon; from now on, 1 on{y have to determíne whích 
of the two remaíníng ídeas ís the truest and cannot be cast 
ínto doubt. 'The questíon thus remaíns: when the wor{d must 
be assumed to contaín a y{an, and arbítraríness and 
ímyrecísíon must be ru{ed out, where does thís course {ead? 
'To Tví{ or to jood? We wí{{ be ín the dari as to the most 
ímyortant matters ín {íje as {ong as we remaín ín the dari 
about these questíons. 'Thís 1 wí{{ yrove ín the jo{{owíng 
manner. 

f the wor{d ís bad and íts course {eads to eví, then 
yeoy{e too are ba, contemytíb{e creatures. 'They are mere{y 
toos and means to an end and do not deserve to be treated 
any better than suci. Thus our deteríoratíon ís íncurab{e 
and further deve{oyment of our strengths can {ead to 
nothíng but even greater deteríoratíon. Our governments 
wou{d then be actíng very wíse{y when they set úmíts to 
our further deve{oyment. j o v e r n í n 9 w o u { d t h u  s 
m e a n  a r b í t r a r í {y o r de r í ng y e oy {e 
a r o  u n  d. 

, on the other hand, the wor{'s course ís of the tyy 
to {ead to a bettered exístence: then a{though humans are 
not yet what they ought to be, they are however what they 
can be and they are cayab{e of becomíng a great dea{ mor . 
Our deteríoratíon thus ís not íncurab{e, and we wou{d ha.v 
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L o  examíne wliere ít comes from anf wliy ít stí[[ yrevaís. 
'U nlscoveref obstac[es must be ín exístence, anf yeoy[e 
wou[( know of toos tliat we liad not yet use ( or lia( use ( 
í myerfect[y. Peoy[e wou( tlien be wortliy of a[[ resyect 
fesyíte tlieír fejícíencíes anf j[aws. fumaníty ítseJ wou[( 
liave greatness. It wou[( be tlie en(, anf tlie government 
wou[( be tlie means. from tlien on, g o v e r n í n g wou[( 
mean e ( u e a t í n g . Tlie feve[oyment of our yowers cou[( 
not be obstructef forever. Eníglitenment wou[( be a goo( 
t i í ng. 

Wliat ís tlie fference between tlie resu[ts? Wliícli of 
t liese resu[ts are true? Tliat cannot be fecífe( imtí[ tlie 
u nfamenta[ questíon lias be en fecífe. 'Untí[ tlien, we are 

a[[ driftíng ín tlie most liarmju[ uncertaínty about tlie most 
myortant matters ín [ije. We do not know if we are goof 

or ba, or wliat our yuryose s. 5 a resu[t, we know 
ourse[ves as fítt[e as we know otliers. Tlie consequence of 
1 füs fejícíency ín know(efge about liuman nature ís tliat 
fi uman [eafersiíy anf efucatíon wí[[ be just as 
'Ontralctory anf backwarf anf Gase( on sliaiy, 

u ncertaín yríncíy[es. It wí[[ cause us to use entíre[y tlie 
w·rong set of toos. We wí[[ aso be uncertaín about tlie basís 
o pofítíca[ yower anf wliícli rígits are ínafíenab[e for 
u{ers anf for subjects. We wou[( not be ab[e to fetermíne, 

wi í[e tliís uncertaínty wítli regar( to tlie yrejulcía[ 
tjUestíon yersísts, wlietlier government ís a means or an 
end. We wí{{je uncertaín about wlietlier yeoy{e sliou[fje 
u({owef to set fímíts to tlie feve[oyment of our strengtlis, 
wlie tlier En(gitenment ís goof or ba. fow mucli tlius 

P · t s  on tlie reso{utíon of tliís síng[e questíon? ln{ liow 
wro ng are our men of tlie wor[c( wlien tliey fec[are tlie 
l1 a ·mínatíon yoín t [ess or tliínk sucli consíferatíons beneati 
1 fi r gn Uy? It ayyears yroven tliat tliís questíon s tlie 
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most ímyortant questíon of a{[ 

But tie reso{utíon of tiís great questíon aso 
y-resuyyoses ífeas anf yrínciy{es from wiíci tie questíon 
can tien be reso{ve, anf wiíci are tius of a iígier 
nature. Consequent{y, f yeoy{e are uncertaín about tie 
nature of tie wor{'s course, tiey must be {ackíng tie 
fundamenta{ questíons anf ífeas tiat wou{[ resu{t ín tiís 
fecísíon. Tiís {eads us to tie fína{ sources of our tiougits ' 
anf fees' uncertaínty anf our urge to foubt everytiíng. 
Tiís examínatíon wí{{ tius ínstígate strange físcoveríes. 
fumans siou{[ fínf out, to tieír amazement, wiat cracks 
anf gays exíst ín our know{efge. Ve siou{[ {earn to se e 
iow íncrefíb{y useju{ or iarmu{ some yrínciy{es can be 
tiat ayyear yure{y syecu{atíve. fow ít a{{ ínterconnects ín 
our know{efge. Viat means anf trícks yeoy{e use to yayer 
over tie gays ín our know{efge anf to tiínk tie most 
j{agrant contrafíctíons. Ve siou{[ be come convíncef tiat 
no one ougit to be taken aback wien we tiínk as we iave 
tiougit anf iave act as we iave untí{ tie yresent moment. 
Ve wí{{ reafíze iow necessary ít ís tiat tie founfatíon be 
{aíf feeyer, anf mofifíef ín accorfance wíti tiís ofensíve. 
It siou{[ be come ayyarent tiat we are not muci better 
tian cií{fren anf neoyiytes wien ít comes to iuman 
know{ege anf iuman government. for tiís reason, 
success wí{{ siow tiat iumans cou{[ exyeríence notiíng 
more sa{utary tian tiís. Notiíng ís as abso{ute{y necessary 
for our yrogress forwarf as siatteríng our too great 
securíty, siakíng to tie core tie erroneous fe{usíon of our 
yerfectíon, anf awakeníng a iea{tiy skeytícísm towarf our 
current reason anf convíctíons. 

Loín que {a raíson nous éc{aíre 
Et confuíse nos actíons 
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Nous avons trouvé Cart d'enfaíre 
L 'orateur áe nos yassíons. 
C'est un soyiíste quí nous joue, 
1n ví{ comyúsant, quí {e {oue 
A tous {es fous á Cunívers 
Quí s 'iahí{{ants áu nom áes sa9es 
La tíennent sans cesse a {eurs 9a9es 
Pour autoríser {eurs travers. 
J .  3 .  R o u s s e a u. 

.ná to áo tiís successju{{y aná yrove myseJ correct 
on uci a varíeá suhject aná a9aínst so many 
m í  ·unáerstanín9s, ít wí{{ he necessary for me fírst to 

· uss wíti m y reaáers m y yoínt of víew aná name tie 
w:rce from wiíci my cfaíms yrín9. 

'Peoy{e, esyecía{{y wor{á{y yeoy{e, ta{é a 9reat áea{ ahout 
w iat ís 9 o o á or 3 a , r í 9 i t or w r o n 8· t r u e or 
fa { s e, e {e v e r orfo o { í s i, r e a s o n a 3 {e or 
u n r e a s o n a h y 

Le nom áe {a vertu retentít sur {a terre; 
On Centená au tiédtre, au harreau, áans {a ciaíre; 
]usqu'au míúeu áes cours í{ yarvíent que{quefoís: 
J{ s'est meme 8Ússé áans {es traítés áes roís. 
C'est un heau mot sans áoute, et qu'on se y{ait 
d' entenáre, 
'ací{e a yrononcer, áiffící{e, a comprenáre: 
On tromye, on est trompé. ]e croís voír áes jetons 
Vonnés, re:us, renáus, torqués yar áes ryons. 
Y o { t a í r e. 
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It see-s that no one ís ab{e to áo wíthout these 
conceyts. _ _ A{{ human ¡e{atwns are bur{t uyon ít. But the wors 
themse{ves ,ave no meaníng unfess they are ayyieá to 
somethíng. trhat_ they can be ayyieá to ís vast aná varíe . 
Thus theír --eanrngs are constant{y changíng, aná for thís 
reason the 0eief that these íáeas are of a yure{y re{atíve 
nature, that n�thíng has ever be en founá tiat ís yer se gooá 
or baá ín .C{ crrcumstances, ís very wíáesyrea. lhese íáeas 
are thus a5 exyeríence t e a e h e s, of itt{e use. lhese íáeas 
wí{{ rer_aín subjugateá to the worst mísínteryretatíon aná 
confusíon so {ong as the common stanáará to whích 
everythíng nust be comyareá has be en neíther gíven nor 

foun; just JS no greatness can be measureá befare yeoy{e 
have agreel on a s�anáar; just so can nothíng ríght{y be 
áeemeá goJf or evr{ befare correctíon of the faíing 
stanáars jc1r these _two characterís_tícs. But the fact that 
thís stanáaiá has erther not be en iscovereá at a{{ yet or at 
{east not y� f genera{{y acceyteá aná y{aceá beyoná áoubt s 

yroveá by �eryáay, on{y too sorrowfu{ exyeríence ín 
· whích one yerson ca{{s some�híng jooá that the next yerson 

thínks Eví( or C{ever aná Rtght what seems fooish aná 
Ja{se to so tan y others. fuman juágements are nowiere 
so sei-cont�-lctory as there where genera{ agreement 
wou{á be s� necessary aná benefícía[ lhe yerson who 
succeeáeá íf fíxíng the íáeas of jooá aná Eví, Ríght aná 
Wrong, Jw- aná Ja{se, aná ín heaing humaníty of the 
áe{usíons tiPt áestroy a{{ moraity aná reason, as f these 
íáeas were nere{y re{atíve or the resu{t of a conventíon or 
arrangemtlt, as f there ís no such thíng as abso{ute joo, 
Truth, aná-íght-such a teacher yroyer{y ought to be 
honoreá as ¡he human syecíes ' greatest benefactor. lhís on 
lscovery 0{ co�rectíon wou{á bríng about the greatest of 
a{{ revo{uttfns tn thought aná áee; aná íts cfíscove-rer 
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wou{[ he tie creator of a new and hetter mora{ wor{[ 

Many and erfíte are tie tiíngs tiat iave heen saíd 
a6out tiís; wiat 1 iave to say ahout ít ís very símpfe. But ít 
'}ust exact{y tiís símpfícíty tiat wí{{ make wiat 1 iave to 

·a,y seem of fítt{e ímyortance to many of m y reafers . 

l{as, ít ís m y více, my fau{t: 
Wií{e otiers físi wíti craft for great opíníon, 
1 wíti great truti catci mere símpfícíty; 
Wiíst some wíti cunníng gí{[ tieír copper crowns 
Wíti truti and p{aínness 1 do wear míne hare 
J'ear not my truti. 
T r o í {u s a n [ C r e s s í [ a . .lct V. Se. 4· 

Wiat, tien, ís tie source of tiese contraictíons we 
\'l'l' verywiere? Wiat ís tie source of tie varíance ín 
fl uman íty 's jufgements ahout wiat ís jood or Eví, True or 
.fa ' , .ígfit or Wrong? .Jlpparent{y ít stems from a{{ tie 
i fer nces ín poínts of víew, wiíci everyone can see for 
t 1 l 'm {ves, resu{tíngfrom tie varíedness of ohjects. 

To fíx tiese ídeas, tierefore, Equíva{ence must occur 
W t fi t fi.e poínts of víew and tie varyíng opíníons ahout tie 
oh r · t ', hecause tiey, too, seem ífíníte{y varíed. 1t seems 
1 h ·1 L oy{e m ust he gíven príor ínstructíon ín wiat are tie 
1 '  l'( .Gú yo ínts of víew ahout any gíven ohject. Eaci 
I H' tW>n . u  t determíne for iímseJ tie va{ue of an ohject, 
ld J oyú must ín tiís way receíve ínstructíon ahout 

11111 ·ñ oín t of víew deserves preference ín tie íssue at 
l1 t 1 1 1  . - [[ t fis togetier s wiat 1 ca{{ o r í e n  t í  ng: .l{{ our 
1 ' 1  o el  ('al  wí dom, a{{ our know{efge-at tiís poínt ín tíme, 
t i0/ 1 ' o · lt í.s or-íen ted. 1ndivíua{ hrancfies of our know{efge 
1 1  1 ,  n , í ual íe nces, and ín tfiem you can tfius afso fínd 
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reassurance and certainty. But our inow(ege as a wio(e, 
our reason ítse, ís not yet oríented. Tiat ís tie source of 
our lsyutes, our contralctíons, and our erros. ]ust fíie a 
siyyer on tie seven seas, or a wanderer wien tie road 
brancies, ias to inow wiere tiey want to go, ín wiat 
corner of tie g(obe tieír destínatíon fíes, ín wiat lrectíon 
tiey must go to searci for tiís lstant (an, wiere morníng 
fíes, or eveníng, mídday, or mídnígit; just fíie tie 
ayyearance and inow(edge of tie Norti Star or use of tie 
magnetízed need(e can refíab(y gíve one tie Ocatíon of 
tiese lstant (ans and from tiat a(one tie (ocatíon of 
everytiíng ese as we([ So, too, do iumans need a símí(ar 
guílng star ín tie ínte((ectua( and mora( wor(. Tiey too 
must inow wiere tieír ayyetítes wí(( (ea, iow to fínd 
tieír way ín tie (abyrínti and torturous yatis of tiís Cife, 
and iow to jo((ow tie safest and siortest route to tieír 
objectíves. Peoy(e wio act aso need a reíab(e yoínt from 
wiíci inown yosítíon tiey can re(íab(y deduce a(( otier 
yosítíons. Peoy(e must afso oríent tiemseves ín tie mora( 
wor({, as we(( as ín tie yiysíca( wor(, as muci as yossíb(e. 
fe wio does not do so wí(( be eterna((y adrift on a sea of 
doubts and ja((acíes and wí(( never reaci tie goa( of iís 
desíres . .t(( iuman confusíon comes from tie fact tiat we 
are not adequate(y oríente, andas a resu(t we confuse our 
víews and consequent(y místaie ayyearances for truti . .tn 
ídea tiat oríented yeoy(e or set tieír ieas straígit woud 

yut an end to a(( quarefs and mísunderstanlngs. Tiís ís 
tie sort of ídea ca((ed í de a v í e t r í x by tie scio(astícs. 
It ís wiat tiys tie sca(es for an íssue, and creates a 
breaitirougi after muci stagnatíon and de(ay. Tiís ís tie 
tyye of ídea tiat can mo(d yeoy(e and ciange tiem ín tie 
bfíni of an eye; wien ít ayyears, everytiíng ja((s ínto y(ace 
and no otier yroof ís requíred. Befare tiís maín ídea come 
to fígit and corrects yeoy(e 's yoínt of víew, tie most 
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p{a usíb(e evídence and ídeas wí{{ be yowerfess to yrove 
1 n ythíng. Thís ídea ís thus fíie a syark that ja{s ínto a 

powder keg. It ís a íght that sudden(y ígnítes ín our sous, a 
1 ght 6efore whích a{( ja({acíes gíve way and fCee fíke the 
\' tan 6efore the rísíng sun. Whoever wíshes to afect human 
wus wíth some success must thus set about ít from thís 
a ng{e, comyaríng hís yoínt of víew wíth hís oyyonent's and 
, ¡  m ínatíng hís oyyonent's yoínt of víew from the 

t i  gument. Thís ís the most comp(ete tríumph of naked and 
U naffected Truth 6efore whích a(( contraictíons fa[( mute. 

But (ocatíon ís everythíng ín thís wor(. tnd from 
' 1 ·h {ocatíon you see another wor, another arrangement 
1 1/ t híngs, a(( thíngs themse(ves ín a different form-nearer 
1 a rther, (arger or sma((er, shorter or ta((er, more 

c •on ·used or 6ríghter. 

Consíder, 
When you above yerceíve me fíke a crow, 
That ít ís p(ace, whích (essens and sets off. 
.tnd you may then revo(ve what ta(es I have to(d you 
Of courts, of yrínces, of the trícks ín war; 
C y m 6 e (í n e . tct III. Se. 3 . 

.tnd the strange thíng, that causes a(( the confusíon 
1 l l{ a rguments, ís that each yerson ís a6so(ute(y sur e they 
1 1 1  l f n  t he ríght and cannot conc(ude otherwíse whí(e they 
/ 1 1 1 ( L ,s yoi:nt  of víew, andjudges thíngs accoring to theír 
1 11 e n t  {ocatíon, and wou(d ín fact be ín error if they 

\1 1 n 1 á t o  judge any other way. Throughout the who(e of 
1 11 11 . J t hey wí{( ínsíst on ít and never thínk otherwíse if 
t ll t' � c i 'r  u ·mstances never yermít them to change (ocatíons. 

; íCi e t  e t  j{uvíus, quí non est, maxímus í{{í est, 
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Quí non ante aaquem majorem vífít. 

To tiís extent, tiere ís no suci tiíng as a 
mísconceytíon anda{{ yeoy{e are rígit. Yet we know tiat 
none of tiem are rígit. A[{ error can orígínate on{y from 
tie jo{{owíng two sources. Peoy{e can fírst{y 6e ín tie 
wrong ín iavíng suci a yoínt of víew, of wiíci tiey must 
fírst 6e convínce; and tiey can aso err ín conusíng tie 
víewyoínts, wien tiey transfer tie yoínt of víew 
necessítated 6y tieír {ocatíon ínto a sítuatíon wiere tie 
yoínt of víew ís quíte fferent. 

Every {ocatíon and every víewyoínt tius ís a new 
wor{{ wítiín one and tie same wor{f. Every one of tiem 
ias íts own exyeríences, íts own way of yerceívíng, íts own 
ídeas, truti, moraaty, justíce, wísdom, means anf enás, 
customs, and conduct. Every síng{e {ocatíon aso ias, ín tie 
stríctest sense of tie wor; íts own {anguage. Peoy{e wíti 
fferíng víewyoínts can tierefore ayyear to say and do tie 
same tiíngs wítiout tieír 6eíng tie same ín fact. Tiey are 
comyaríng strangers from very remate countríes wio can 
on{y know and understand eaci otier tirougi wiat ís 
common to a{[ Suci yeoy{e wí{{ never comy{ete{y 
understand one anotier untí{ after tiey iave trafe{ 
y faces, or (wiat turns tie ta6{es even more) untí{ 6oti are 
staning ín tie same y{ace . t{{ iuman {eadersiy tius ias 
no otier en{ tian tie ciangíng of yoínts of víew. One 
yerson {ens iís yeríscoye to anotier, c{aímíng tiat ít ís 
6etter. Tie resu{t feyenás on wietier tie otier yerson s 
6etter a6{e to use tie yeríscoye.-Tiís ís wiat we iumans 
ca{{ mora{ e o n v e r s í o n. In físyutes and reutatíons s 
we{, wiíci so rare{y resu{t ín tie success desíre; tiere s 
no siorter anf more reaa6{e yati tian to 6yyass a{{ 
consequences anf fírect{y afcfress your oyyonen t 's yoínt  of 
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\1 (> W, fírst exy{oríng ít, and tfien yrovíng íts base{essness 
1 1  i weainess. 

Because tiere are so many víewyoínts, ínfíníte{y 
many, because tfiey muftp{y wíti eacfi new day and wítfi 
1 fle ayyearance of eaci new object, because we iumans 
d · over new inowab{e objects every síng{e day, no one 
' wu{d be taien abaci if wítfi íncreasíng exyeríence and 
1 he assocíated accumu{atíon of objects tie yatfis to trutfi 
hr ome more convo{uted and confuse, and ja{{acíes more 
/ equent. Tiís exy{aíns wiat yeoy{e are so í{{-yreyared to 
I'Omyreien, iow ja{{acíes can mu{tp{y and yet cu{ture 
ca n aCso mu{tp{y notwítistaning, tfiat tfiere are ja{{acíes 
t 1at  requíre a fiígfi degree of ínte{{ectua{ deve{oyment. 
' ru{y ít can be saíd about tfiís state of afaírs tfiat t fi o s e 
w fi o  r e b u i e  t fi í s e r r o r  a r e  m a i í n g t fi e  
1 r r o r. 

Wítfi tfiís number of víewyoínts, notfiíng ís more 
na tura{ tfian tfiat every age, every gender, every 
L t'myerament, every yassíon, and consequent{y every era, 
(' Ve 'ry natíon, every sma{{er communíty unít, every coteríe, 
H ná even every ínivídua{ yerson fiave íts own yfií{osoyfiy, 
nwralty, trutfi, and íts own syírít ín generaC) 

Chaque coterie, writes Rousseau in his new Heloise, chaque coterie a ses 
regles, ses i ugements, ses príncipes, qui ne font point admis ailleurs. L'honnete 
homme d'une maison est un ripon dans la maison voisine. Le bon, le mauvais, le 
bcau, le laid, la vérité, la vertu n'ont qu'une éxistence locale et circonscrite.­
Quiconque aime a se répandre et fréquenter plusieurs sociétés, doit etre plus 
lléxible qu 'Alcibiade, changer de príncipes comme d'assemblées, modiier son 
esprit pour ainsi dire a chaque pas et mésurer ses maximes a la toise. [ 1  faut qu'a 
chaque visite i l  quitte en entrant son ame, s' i l  en a une, qu' i l  en prenne une autre 
uux couleurs de la maison, comme un laquais prend un habit de livrée; qu' i l la pose 
ue meme en sortant, et rcprenne s' i l  veut la sienne, jusqu'a nouvel échange. 

For one and the sume rca on 1 consider each class in bourgeois society a 
similar location from which people will perccive each other from a completely 
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different, new angle. This is how 1 explain many an unusual moral and political 
phenomenon. For because each class has its own business and interests binding 
them to deal more closely with one certain class of humans than another, and 
because precisely this is the origin of completely differing circumstances, 
relationships, and needs, so too must the attention and with it the activity of people 
from such different classes branch off in a direction so different from that of the 
rest. That is why each class inevitably experiences different experiences, generates 
from them corresponding ideas and principies, and from this union composes a 
theory that becomes the basis of that class's conduct. That theory results in a certain 
type ofbehavior unique to the class that together constitutes the s p i  r i t o f 
t h e e l a s s, without which no person would belong to their class, every person 
would find themselves standing in the wrong place, acting in opposition to their 
interests, and being treated by their own kind with contempt and disgust for being a 
defector. For this reason, attempts to train sone mental powers before others will 
also vary from class to class, and even perfections and virtues will be valued very 
unequally by the different classes, in the face of such opposed experiences and such 
dissimilar, contradictory interests. The ideal of perfection, upon which so much is  
based, wil l  be different for each class. They will crown the virtue most 
indispensable for their class as the king of all virtues, and j udge other people's 
value according to the degree to which these people are found to demonstrate that 
favorite virtue. Each class thus has its own very natural ideas about humans as such, 
and each one thus judges correctly and truly to this extent. B ut because humans as 
they appear to this or that class's interests are far removed from humans in general, 
each class thus has very one-sided and inaccurate ideas about human nature, when, 
as happens only too frequently, one class wants to force its interests upon the rest of 
the world and the other classes and demand everyone be no more and no less than 
what its viewpoint and interests require. This is  the wellspring of all the overhasty 
one-sided, and contradictory judgements about people on which basis we are now 
elevated to the angels, now calumniated as devils. That is why there are sti l l  no 
general! y valid judgements about the humanity' s value, because the different 
classes ha ve not yet amicably communicated their mode of perception to one 
another for the purpose of comparison, to determine where all the viewpoints are in 
agreement. These areas of agreement alone are what is Common and True. They 
alone show us what people are like in all places and at all times. Everything el se is 
a modiication of this general nature that teaches us nothing other than how peoplc 
appear to one class or another by virtue ofthat class' s  interests and experience. 

Just as each class has its own spirit, so too does each nation, era, age, gender have 
its own spirit arising likewise from the experiences enabled by that nation, era, agc 
or gender's situation. And because every person alive belongs to all these groups, 
because these modes ofthought in this combination in a single subject partly just i' 
each other and partly modify each other, thus, from this strange mixture of  such 
varying threads, in conjunction with what every individual experiences in its OWl 
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iat contradíctíons occur ín tie Jace of so many 
O l l l' ts ís unavoífa6(e; 6ut wiere contradíctíons occur 
,1 t /1( 1  a yart of eaci or 6oti must 6e ín error. But 6ecause 

1 ' � i:um.an 6eíng makes iís jufgements on tie 6asís of iís 
/1 ' 1 t  on, ít remaíns áffícu(t to écífe on wiíci sífe tie 
t t t () (í S. 

l tnlqu · si tuation as a result of such mixed ways of thinking (the most composite 
h In l on this earth, individual humans' modes of thought and action) thus are 
J)IOduccd the concretely accessible ideas that generate individual actions and that, 
wh i i N t t hey stand, are so obstinately opposed to the reception of and compliance 
! l h  h igher moral rules. 

1 \  •o use the same virtues are of greater or lesser interest for certain nations, eras, 
md · Iusses, so do they appear to belong more to sone than to others. Each class of 
humuns can thus be viewed as a nursery or as fertile soil in which certain 
11 'f' · t ions reach maturity as indigenous plants. We would thus have the difference 
ll l l incqual ity among the classes, so oten bitterly and unjustly criticized, to thank 
1 ' lh fact that all virtues are created by and by, being first cared for and brought to 
t l l ll t urity in their matenal soil, and that, taken individually, they are already all in 

1 t ncc. A nd so, as in the physical world, that which is Excellent and Good and is 
w u t l  red so far and wide, is bit by bit transplanted to our lands, and slowly in the 

i td b ·omes indigenous and lourishes everywhere thanks to human art and 
1 1 1 1 1  ncc, so too can we expect that in the moral world the scattered Good of so 
l l lU! I  notions and classes will  start to lose themselves in each other more and more 

1 h duy d ue to increasing contact among people, and that in this way som1er or 
llll ' lhc real uni fication will occur representing the sublime Whole ofperception 
ihlll ph i losophers today are sti l l  thinking very unclearly about under the ideal of 11 1 1 '• ·t ion . Phi losophy and worldly wisdom wil l  then cease to be hostile and 
11 nmputible aspects of h uman knowledge. They will unite, amicably and let us 

hop lcnully, as equally impotant components, to foro a higher and third thing-
1 1 r w i S d o m. Then, for the first time, there will  be peace between scholars 
lt l l l h World, and both will convince themselves that the World cannot do without 

holustics, and Scholastics cannot do with the World. Men of the world will 
1 o nizc that their experience is precious but in need of correction, to be placed 
h ond doubt or refuted because it is contradicted by others ' experience. This 
\ ould b u task for careful reflection and inspiration. This work thus seems 

11 ntly sui ted to that class of people who l ive less distractedly and ha ve 
¡1 di ol  d thcir cntire lives to the search for truth . Thus even u n iversit ies can make a 
IOI I I I'ihution. 

67 



Tie víewyoínts afso ínc[uáe tie íntentíons aná 
yuryoses, or tie efects tfiat eacfi actíng yerson wants to 
ínáuce. for a[[ íntentíons aná yuryoses are notfiíng more 
tian yoínts of víew to wiícfi sometfiíng refers, or 
consequences everyone can see Jut Jeyoná wiícfi no one 
can or wants to [ook. Wiere tfiere ís no yuryose, tfiere ís 
aso no reference yoínt. So notiíng can Je ca[[eá gooá or 
eví[ Tfiís a[one ís tie Puryose tfiat áetermínes tfie se[ectíon 
aná tfie reasonaJífíty of tie Means. Just as yuryoses aná 
íntentíons vary, so too áo tfie Means to tfieír Ens. No 
matter fiow artju[[y a Puryose fias Jeen concea[e, ít wí[[ 
a[ways Je Jetrayeá Jy tfie Means use á to acfiíeve ít. Peoy[e 
can te[[ tfiemse[ves tfiat tfiey are yursuíng a fiígfier 
Puryose; Jut tfie Means tfiey use are traítors aná wí[[ 
scatter every áe[usíon. 

Tfius tfiere ís iversíty fiere, Jut tfiere ís afso 
contraictíon. Wí[[ tfie unifícatíon of tfiese 
contraictíons yrove ímyossíJ[e?-or are men maá? fiath 
nature gíven tfiem eyes to see tfiís vau[teá arcfi, aná tfie 
rícfi croy of Sea aná Lan, wfiícfi can istínguísfi twíxt 
tfie fírey orJs aGave, aná tfie twínn'á stones uyon tfie 
numJer'á Jeacfi? aná can we not yartítíons make wítfi 
syectac[es so yrecíous twíxtfaír aná Jau[?*!) 

, tfierefore, tfie overwfie[míng ivergence cannot G� 
reáuce, tfiís Yaríety cannot Je joíneá ínto /níty, 
efímínatíng tfie contraictíons of so many yoínts of víew; 
tfien every fiuman Jeíng remaíns frozen ín y[ace aná 
ínsísts on tfiínkíng aJout tfiíngs ín fiís or fier own 
ínivíáua[ way as tfie on[y way aná tfie Jest way-tfius tht• 
resu[t of tfiís yersístíng contraictíon ín men's juágeme n ts 

J *l C y m b e  1 i n e .  Act l .  Se. [ i l l . l 
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' ' ' '1 1 1 1 1  wfiat ís jooá anáwfiat ís Eví(ís tfiat ít wou(áie 
1 •1 ' 1  1 1 '  r í tfiey aistaíneá from jugíng iecause none of tfieír 
1 1 1 t l! t ' / 1'H ?nts fiave eítier va(ue or sígnifícance. f tfierefore 
\ 1 ' 1 '  1 11 \'fi to sow concorá aná yeace among iuman ieíngs; if 
1 1' 1 '  1 1· ( 1  L o  tiínk aná act more uniform(y tfian iejore aná 
l l' t l lk l ia ná ín ianá towará a common goa; if we are to 
•' l ' l ' r tence aná (earn to reaRze, wíti convíctíon, wfiat ís 
1 1 1 1 1 11 � iooá or Eví, ]ust or 1.1just, ínáeyenáent(y of 
t l l l l / 1  u ry juágements-tfien tie ínlvíáua( yoínts of víew 
t / 1 1 1 1  t 'a 'i yerson fias, on tfie strengtfi of tieír yartícu(ar 
' ' '' t i / ton ,  must iecome cayai(e of some correctíon aná some 
•' 1 ' 1 1 1 11/J for ietter víews. To acfiíeve tiís, we must ie ai(e 
l t t  1 ' '  ov to a(( ínvo(veá ín lsyutes tfiat tiey wou(á see 
' '• ' 1 1 1 ' 4  a ná more correct(y if tiey cou(á move tiemse(ves to 
, , J 'lt t i '(J w íti more room tfian tfieír yrevíous (ocatíon, 
' ' ' " ' '  wfi re wíti room for ioti síáes of tie lsyute. Peoy(e 

\ l' f lf \' l op contralctíng eacfi otier wfien ioti síáes siare 
, , , , , u n. t-fie sameyoínt ofvíew. Tiís can on(y occur ín tfie 
l l tt f l t l 'r  a ná more Common y(aces tiat contaín ín 
l ll 1 ' 1't 1(ves, tfianks to tieír nature, everytfiíng of a more 

l 'l ' t ' l / tt aná Lower nature. Tiís new common quantíty, of 
e l  ¡ / l l ' t t l n ss equa((y recognízeá iy iotfi síáes, ís tfie on(y 
' ' " ' " ' ' ' ' ·fiat iotfi síáes can successju((y use to áetermíne 
1 l i t ' vu u e or nonva(ue of everytfiíng ese. 

'Bu t  iecause even tfien some áiferences wí(( remaín 
, , , , ¡  l lí e  juágements for tfiís reasons wí(( stí(( ie ai(e to ie 
' 1 1 1 1  t 1 1 1  í t -ory; tfien, to acfiíeve certaínty aná comy(ete 
' '' ' '  t f t ca t íon, tfiís contralctíon too must ie removeá-tfius 
' '" ' l t 'U ·on 's neeá to reuníte a(( lvergence ínto one uníty 
\ l ' f fl J ll ' �  ' Í  L" as (ong a m u(t iyRcíty, great lversíty, aná 
1 ' ' ' ' ' l ll lll  L íon yersst ín our ways of tfiínkíng aná our 
l lt t f l l l  ,. of ví w . t( tfis ti us requ íres a í ng(e, ímm u tafiú 
1 '1 1 1 1 1 1  u{ v í  w an, u n L í C ít í fou ná, no on iouCáyre t encf 
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tíere ís any certaínty ín tíougít or unformíty ín actíon. 

Tírougí tíe unceasíng co{físíons between so many 
ínterests, and be cause of tíe isyutes and contraictíons 
eterna{{y assocíated tíerewítí, yeoy{e íave a{{ {eaned at 
an ear{y age, and wítí tíe most comy{ete convíctíon, tíat 
ít ís ímyossíb{e for ínivíduas'  ínterests and ways of 
tíínkíng to be tíe measure for jood or Justíce. Tíey íave 
tíus found tíemseves forced to make use of a sort of íígíer 
standard to comyensate for tíeír vagaríes, and to 
recogníze an ínterest common to tíemse{ves and otíers . .Jt 
íígíer ínterest of tíís tyye tíat wou{d occur most natura{{y 
to anyone s tíe jood of a Socíety ín wíící tíey are a yart . 
.Jtnytííng actíng agaínst tíat socíety 's benefít wou{d tíus 
be deemed'Unjust by members of tiat socíety, and wiat 
benefíts tíat socíety wou{d yyear g o o d or j u s t .  We 
remaín yossessed of tíís yoúit of víew toda y, and sínce 
reacííng tíís y{ace our afaírs íave been runníng, if not 
we{{, tien at {east bearab{y, and better tían befare. Tíe 
number of contraictíons and co{fíing ínterests ías 
cíanged consíderab{y, andas a resu{t we now see ourse{ves 
cayab{e of adJuicatíng some matters of frequent co{físíon . 
.t justíce does exíst sínce yeoy{e deve{oyed tíís yoínt of 
víew. Jut tíe justíce on{y exísts for tíose wío íave tíís 
yoínt of víew and ít on{y extens as far as tíe víewyoínt 
ítse. 

Tíís ís tíe reason wíy tíe abso{ute, ímmutab{e, 
genera{ standard for Justíce, on tíe strengtí of wíící a{{ 
isyutes can be reso{ve; ías not be en found on tíís yatí 
a{one, and wí{{ never be found untí{ we make some more 
yrogress forward and stoy fíngeríng wíere we are. Tíís 
yoínt of víew ías not banned fíígííandedness rom tíe 
wor{d but on{y exyanded ít  arena and sfífted ít aroun. 
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Tie físyutes anftroub[es between ínívíduas iave índeed 
be en notíceab[y reduced sínce tie recognítíon of a common 
justíce and unifícatíon ínto States. But eítier tie físyutes 
among tie states and [arger coryoratíons are eterna[ and 
ímyossíb[e to extermínate or tiey can on[y be reduced by 
eaci state 's consíderíng ítse, fíke ínívídua[ iuman beíngs, 
a suborfínate Part of a §reater Wio[e, or as a subject to a 
mutua( superorfínated sovereígn, an, togetier wíti 
otiers of íts kín, recognízíng a iígier ínterest and actíng 
í n  accordance tierewíti. f tiís does not occur, tien iere 
too ít wí[[ be Partiían agaínst Partiían, and tiere wí[[ be 
no justíce between yeoy[es, or tiís justíce wí[[ at tie most be 
o[e[y conventíona[ and wí[[ [ast on[y wií[e ít benefíts tie 

mígity. Peoy[e wí[[ stí[[ iate eaci otier and kí[[ eaci otier 
off On[y tie reasons for tie iate wí[[ be dfferent ones. It 
wí[[ be come very yossíb[e to turn yrívate matters ínto 

yubfíc afaírs, and tie eví[ and bítterness between yeoy[e 
wí[[ be come tiat muci greater and yersístent be cause tieír 
"ource wí[[ be of a more nob[e tyye, and even iave tie 
ayyearance of a vírtue. Tiereafter, Brítons wí[[ deem just 
wiat advances tie sy[endor, Jame, and yrosyeríty of 
'Brítaín. Tiís wí[[ be ín contrafíctíon to fíke-mínded §aus 
or quíte símí[ar reasons, and to tiem Brítísi justíce wí[[ 
apyear j[agrant[y unjust. Wiíci síde ís rígit? Wiere ís tie 
í njustíce? Wiere fíe tie reasons for reso[víng tiís matter? 
'Do Brítaín and §au[ contaín a[[ tie sun 's fígit? Does tie 
s u n  ríse and set ín Brítaín and §au[ a[one? §au[ and 
'Brítaín are boti yart of tie great Book of tie Wor[, but 
1 wy are not íts so[e contents. Tie [atter ís a swan's nest ín 
� [arge yon. Tierefore [et us not forget tiat yeoy[e fíve 
outsíde §a u[ and Brítaín too. •) 1 ioye tiat if we tiínk 

Hath Bri tain a l l  the fun that shines'? Day, n ight, 
Are they not but in  Britain? 1 'the world's  vol u me 
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tius{y we siou{{ better succeed ín físcoveríng tie truti. ... ) 
So {et us not mere{y fímít our examínatíon to tiíngs as tiey 
now stan. Let us wríte not for one of tie earti's yeoy{es, 
but for tie syecíes as a wio{e. Our care and concen must 
extend to tie most fístant of our descendants. Let us 
tierefore reaci for tie g{obe and embrace ít. Let our 
tiougits wanfer tirougi tie scenes of tie future. Because 
Truti wí{{ contínue siíníng after even tie ieaven{y bofíes 
are extínguísied. 

Tius we are ín nee, ít seems, of sometiíng 
ímmutab{e and abso{ute. But tiat wiíci we seek and need 
so baf{y cannot be a yoínt of víew suborfínate to a iígier 
yoínt of víew and tius mu{tí{atera[ Suci a Puryose ís 
never tie on{y one of íts tyye . lnd Certaínty on{y begíns, 
anda{{ contraíctíons on{y en, wiere tota{ uníty, genera( 
unferstanfíng, anf one so{e way of tiínkíng are yossíb{e. 
Tie contrafíctíons and ínconsístencíes do ín fact {es sen to 
tie fegree tiat we yrogress. Wíti eaci stey uywars, a{{ 
be comes more ínte{{ectua{ and nob{e, and ít ís ínconceívabú 
wiy every síng{e yerson ís not ab{e to say to tiemse{ves 
tiat tie iígiest yoínt of víew a{one ís tie yoínt of a{{ 
advanced vírtue and true menta{ greatness. It ís 
ínconceívab{e wiy yeoy{e iave suci ffícufty turníng tis 

. . 

Our Britain seems as of it, but not i n  it; 
In a great pool a swan's  nest: Prythee, think 
There's  livers out of Britain. 

Nor be to present time your view confin'd 
C y m b e  1 i n e. Act l l l .  c .  4, 

Nor for one nation write, but for mankind. 
On late posterity your thought Jet fall, 
And with a just ambition grasp the ball 
Through scenes of future being Jet it stray 
For truth shall shine, when planets shall decay. 

Y o u n  g. " P· to M r. PoI , 
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¡ {  v Ygence ínto a yuye Wio(e and yyoceeding so (ong aná so 
fu r untí( ín tie ená a(( iveYgence isayyears, untí( we 
come acYoss a síng(e, iígfiest, aná most geneYa( yoínt of 
\ w. Tiís a(one ís tie Immuta6(e aná tfie t6so(ute tfiat 
w neeá so mucfi. feye a(one ís tfie eteYna( fiígiest Reason, 
1l gfwst Wísáom, figiest YíYtue aná PeYjectíon. Everytiíng 
1 'e ís, áesyíte a(( ayyeaYances, on(y jYagmentaYy wísáom, 
unfie(pju( yoínt(ess know(eáge, sfioYt-sígite, one-síáe, 
t1(J " ty  joofísfiness tiat wí(( on(y Yesu(t Ín unending aná 
un easíng áou6ts aná contYaictíons. It a(one wí(( ena6(e 
1 t?o_p(e to COYYeliená eveYytiíng íncomyyefiensí6(e tfiat 
1 fiey neeá to know . tnyone staning tieYe aná o6seYvíng 
/ om tfieye tfie events of tie woy(á wí((juge coYYect(y aná 
1 ly. Tiey a(one wí(( not míss tieír goa( and wí(( 6e a6(e to 

eCía6(y áeteYmíne wfietfiey eveYytfiíng ís wfieye ít ougfit to 
ne aná wfietfiey sometfiíng ís gooá or eví[ 

Wfiíst tfiís gYeat tYutfi I teaci me tfiínks, I see 
Tfie monsteY Lonáon (augfi at me, 
I sfiou(á at tfiee too, foofísfi cíty! 
f ít weYe fít to (augfi at mísery. 

But tfiy estate I yíty. 
Let 6ut tfiy wíckeá men jYom out tfiee go, 

.tná a(( tfie foos, tfiat cYowá tfiee so: 
Even tfiou, wfio áost tfiy mí(fíon 6oast, 

t ví((age, (ess tfien Isfíngton, wí(( gYow, 
.t sofítuáe a(most. 

C o w  (e y. 

I foY m y yaYt áYaw jYom tfiís tfie jo((owíng, not 
1 1  ' fgn fícant, conc(usíons. I conc(uáe,fírst(y, tliat a(( íáeas 
1 1 1á _príncip(es tliat, ín tfiougfit aná ínference, (eaá to one 
1l{f7. st, tL(tímate, aná most Genera( tfiíng are sí my(y 
1 1ásy nsa6(e for fiuman íty . .tná for tfiat reason tfiey are 
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suci tiat wítfiout tiem tfiere ís no genuíne reason, anf 
wítfiout tieír fiep no one can fínf fiís way tfirougfi tfiís 
(a6yríntfi of knowa6(e o6jects. It sfiou(( tius 6e c(ear to a(( 
tfiat sucfi ífeas must exíst, tfiat, were tfiese ífeas not true 
or cou(( tfieír 6ase(essness 6e yroven, ít wou(( festroy tfie 
entíre iouse of iuman know(efge wíti one 6(ow. from tiís 
we can compreienf wfiat ínjury we wou(( do to reason 
anf iuman know(efge were we to use reason to festroy 
ourse(ves. 

Seconf(y, 1 conc(ufe tiat if no iígiest yoínt of víew 
foes ín fact exíst, tfien a(( moraúty ís founfe( on unsafe 
anf unsteafy grouná. :for tien tfiere wí(( 6e as many 
systems of etiícs as tiere are yoínts of víew. 

Now we can unferstanf wfiy even ín our tímes tiere 
ís no enf to físyute anf error. It yroves tfiat tie greater 
yart of fiumaníty stí(( faífs to recogníze tfie va(ue of sucfi 
yríncip(es. Tfie yati tfiat can 6ríng tfie wor(f to (ong­
(astíng mora( ímprovement, make ít more yossí6(e for 
fiumans to unferstanf one otfier, to oyyose one anotier (es · 

on our fiígfiways anf 6yways, to refute our oyyonents 
steafast(y, anf to affect otfiers successju((y, ayyears to 6e 
tiís anf tiís a(one: tfiat tie ímportance of tfie iígier 

yríncip(es 6e more genera((y acknow(efge, mafe more 
vívíf ín tfieír ayyúcatíon anf tieír consequences, anf 
6rougit ínto more genera( círcu(atíon. 

Even físyutes 6etween natíons can on(y 6e reso(veá 
ín tfiís 

'
manner. Wfií(e tiese físyutes yersíst anf make 

necessary systems of ofense anf fejense, our govenment ' 
concen cannot yossí6(y 6e fírectef wiere ít yrímarí(y 
ougit to 6e fírecte(, towarf tfie 6est yossí6(e managem n t  
of fomestíc afaírs. Wfií(e tfiese -rcumstances yeníst, 
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/o ' ígn concerns must overríde domestíc concerns and 
t 1 ea t tfiem as suborinate, resu[tíng ín deeS more g[ossy 
1 hu  n goo. E ven outsíde tfiís case an{ ín ínteríor afaírs, 
'H ·, government wí[[ vary and maie use of d:iferent 
'M a ns deyening on wfietfier tfie ru[er consíders eítier 
11 fJ or fiís State to be an E. Wfiíci yoínt of víew a 
1 1 1  r s fi o u [ d fiave and m a y fiave wí[[ aso deyend on a 
1 u er 's ídeas about iumaníty's yuryose and wiat ie decídes 
t o  u ndertaie on tfiat basís, and even on wiat ídeas fie fias 
t t lwut  tfie nature anc{ yuryose of tfie fiígfiest autfioríty. 
' 1 1  one wfio desíres to goven yeoy[e desíres to gíve a 
1 '1 '  t a ín irectíon to tfieír actíons. But anyone wfio wants to 
{¡ l .U( otfiers must necessarí[y fiave a goa[ ín mínd and inow 
\11 la t  fie wants to acfiíeve wítfi tfiat goa[ Yaríous are tfie 
t 11 ngs tfiat can be created tfierefrom, and varíous are tfie 
1 '01 eívab[e goas to wfiícfi iumans can be [e, and tfiey are 
1 1 t reme[y une qua[ ín tfieír wortfi. Tfie questíon ís tfius 
1 1 1 'ways wfiat goa[ can a government fiave? Wfiat goa[ may 
1 1  IJOVernment fiave? Tie means tfiat a govenment maies 
11 \'l' of undeníab[y demonstrate tfiat government's goa[ 
'/ lt (lr fore, if tfiat goa[ ís of tfie fiígiest nature, and yroyer[y 
\ 1 {(1 te{, tfie government ís símu[taneous[y j u s t ,  
1 ( (1 v e r , and w í s e. It ís y e r fe e t,for ít ís wfiat a 
l fOV Ynment can be. f tfie yuryose ís not of tfie fiígfiest 
l la 1 U Ye but tfie means are suítab[e, tfien tfie government 
1 1 1 1 1  Ge ca[[ed e [e v e r wítfiout beíng wíse. But if tie 
'MC'a n  and tfie E{ are botfi reyrefiensíb[e, and tfie means 
ll t t ve Geen ímyroyer[y se[ected moreover, tfien sucfi an 
1 1 t lmínístYatíon s neítfier c[ever nor wíse, but ratfier of a 
1 \JJ?e t fiat fítt[e deserves tfie name of government. 
l '/f l v  ness anc{Wísdom are tfius very dfferent tfiíngs. Tfie 
f tm Y ís on[y found wfiere tfiere ís a morafíty to yofítícs, 
mul t fieye s a morafíty to yofítícs on[y wfiere fiígfier 
1 1 n íy[es a re resye ted. WfioeveY oGseYves tfie woY[d's 

75 



events from tiís víewyoínt anf [eafs tirougi tie yages of 
our iístory wíti tiís ín mín{, wioever yays attentíon to 
tie Means current[y or yrevíous[y used by :fferent 
governments to aciíeve tieír Ends, wí[[ iave no objectíon 
to free[y afmíttíng tie exístence of severa[ c[ever 
governments, but maíntaín tiat tiere are tiat muci fewer 
w í s e governments, ín tie stríctest sense of tie wor{, tian 
ever before. 

Our know[efge ís a Wio[e. f our fírst yríncíy[es and 
ífeas are Jfawe, tiís error wí[[ syread to a[[ brancies of 
our know[efge. Tiey even gíve our ínlvídua[ actíons tieír 
unmístakeab[e ciaracter. So, if we remaín ín tie dark 
today about certaín maín questíons uyon wiíci our 
weJare or woe deyens, tien ít s so[e[y because tiere ís not 
enougi resyect for tie iígier yríncíy[es, because we are 
consíferíng a suborlnatef Puryose to be tie ciíef Puryose, 
anf consequent[y are not unifyíng tie varyíng yoínts of 
víew ínto a fígiest anf fína[ yoínt of víew, as we ougit to 
be doíng. for tiís reason, desyíte our suyyosed 
Enfígitenment, we do not know wíti certaínty wietier ti 
wor[d ís iealng towarf Eví[ or towarf Imyrovement, aná 
tiís fact ís tie source of tie most iarmju[ resufts, as 1 iav 

yroven above. Even more iarmfu, we know equa[[y fítt{e 
about wietier we ourse[ves are good or eví, wiat tie 

yuryose of our exístence ís, wietier we are ín fact ruíne; 
and wietier our ruín ís íncurab[e. Líkewíse, we know not 
wietier Reason and Enfígitenment are jood or Eví[ 
tiíngs, tiat ougit to be encouragef or ímyede. We even 
ayyear to tiínk tiat a government's strengti rests on ti 
búndness anf ígnorance of íts subjects. Tiís [eads one to tic 
conc[usíon tiat we stí[[ iave very ínadequate ídeas about 
even tie founfatíons of tie iígiest autioríty. 
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Befare tliese questíons are reso[ve, no one can he 
,•uryrísed if we are tlie same today as we were centuríes 
CJgo. But tfiey cannot he reso[ved befare tlie yoínt of víew 
lias Jeen fíxe. 

To y[ace tliís yoínt of víew Jeyond douJt and tius to 
e t ermíne wietier tlie wor[d ís good or eví, our ruín 
n uraJ[e, to determíne tfie true foundatíon of tlie liígfiest 

a u tfioríty, wfietfier ígnorance ís a [astíng founátíon for 
1 1, same, wlietfier e asan siou[d he encouraged or 
\' ttyyressed-my goa[ ín tliís treatíse ís to yrove a[[ tliese 
t h fngs. 

Tiís suJject ayyears vast to me. To me, ít seems tlie 
mo t ímyortant Jut aso tlie unfiayyíest suJject a wríter 
I 'Ou[d cioose. 

1t seems ímyortant to me Jecause ít goes to tfie síng[e 
1 1 ná true core of tie matter andgrasys Eví[Jy íts roots. f 
l l H  tliíng can stí[[ he done to aJet fiumaníty's ennoJ[ement 
1 ml fiayyíness, ít can on[y he done ín tiís way. 

But 1 te[[ you ít ís aso tie most unfiayyy way tliat 
l 't l Y l  he se[ected Jy a wríter, and 1 cou[d wísi tfiat 1 fiad 
1 e e[ ín m y judgement. Success wí[[ yrove me on[y too 
1 un t ,  fiowever. Tfiís suJject ís an unfiayyy one to tafie uy. 
'/ o t ie examínatíon ítseJ ís a tiani[ess tasi and can do 
1 1 11f1h t  ese Jut maie liatefu[ tfie wríter. 

1t ís a tiani[ess suJject. Jor ít ínterests no one. 
'/ w ryone a[ready fias tieír own system for deafíng wítli 
1 11 \' matter, and tliose wio [aci a system wou[d yrefer not 
lo f iave one. Boois of tliís sort are never rea(, or yeoy[e 
1 f'i l ([ t .em to Je aJ[e to refute t fiem. 
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M en read no moras now: It was a custom. 
But a[[ are to tieír fatiers' víces born 
.tnd ín tieír motiers '  ígnorance are breá. 
f you iave ciíGfren, never gíve tiem know[edge, 
Twí[[ syoí[ tieír fortune, foofs are a[[ tie fasiíon. 
f you've refígíon, keey ít to yourse[ves . 
ttieísts wí[[ ese make use of to[eratíon 
tnd [augi y e aut on't. 
O t t w a y. Tie Oryian . .tct I. 

But ít ís aso a dangerous subject because ít cannot 6 
dea[t wíti wítiout úsyaragíng iumaníty's mora[ conceít 
and admínísteríng a te[fíng b[ow to our own sef[ove. Our 
egoísm wí[[ not refraín from exactíng revenge anf 
reyayment ín kíná. It ias more tian one Jafse ground to 
cioose from as justifícatíon for suci íntentíons. Suci 
enteryríses awaken tie susyícíon iowever tiat yeoy[e 
consíder tiemse[ves wíser and better tian everyone efse. 
Peoy[e se[dom reyrímanf tie erros anf transgressíons of 
otiers wítiout betrayíng a certaín mafícíousness and 

yroud sciadenfreude. 

I must [eave ít to m y readers to decíde wiat tiey w 
be y[eased to tiínk about me ín tiís regará. tny excuse o 
m y yart wou[d on[y add weígit to tieír susyícíons. To ti 
en, I iave notiíng better to say tian wiat R o  u s s e  a u 
dec[ares at tie start of iís C o n  fe s s í o n s: 

Je ne suís faít comme aucun de ceux que j'aí vus; j'(J • 
croíre n'etre faít comme aucun de ceux quí éxistent .  
Sí je ne vaux yas míeux, au moíns je suís autre. t {a 
nature a bíen ou ma[ faít de briser [e mou[e, dans 
[eque[ e[[e m'a jetté, c 'est ce dont on ne yeut juger 
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qu'ayn?s m'avoír {u. 

So muci ís certaín: My way of seeíng tfiíngs ís quíte 
1 1  Oerent from otfiers ' ways. 1 do not deny tfiat my way 
¡ •ou{c[ be fase. But anyone wfio wísfies to lsregard ít 
¡•oy{ete{y ís undeníab{y wrong. Precíse{y because ít 
d v ía.tes great{y from tfieír ways of seeíng tfiíngs, my way's 
1 1 1 eat contrast can enab{e anyone wfio tru{y desíres furtfier 
11 fectíoníng to uncover many an unused asyect and fínd 
1 '' ·u{ts tfiat tiey never wou{[ fiave found ín any otfier 
wa y. M y wori yrovídes yrovídes muci food for tfiougit 
11 ná for comparíson. 1 dar e to voucfi for tfis. 

Excutíenda damus yraecorla. 
P e r s í u s. Sat. Y. 

'l O  "e t onesefJ uy as fiumaníty 's teacfier, 

Et vou{oír ramener tout a son yroyer caractere.-

l l  ' t rue tfiat tfiís sort of tiíng rare{y occurs free of 
1 1  e t ensíons and vaníty and for tfie most yart can be 
# 1 1  1 e ryreted to mean notfiíng more tfian tfiat 1 tfiínk yeoy{e 
1 1  e no good because tfiey are not as 1 am or as 1 requíre 
t lr l 'm to be. Tfiey wou{[ be better f tfiey were as 1 need 
l ll l 'm to be to furtfier my own íntentíons. But sfiou{[ tfiís be 
1 1 ou ns for efímínatíng a{{ ínstructíon and {eavíng yeoy{e 
lo t lie ír own devíces wítfi no furtfier guídance? Sfiou{dtfiís 
111' arouns for a{{ wríters to fa{{ sí{ent? Sfiow me tfie 

V t rs wfio wou{[ consíder tfiemse{ves íncayab{e of 
1 'JL' ft íng otfiers and tfius {ess wíse tfien tfieír readers. Wfiat 
vou{c[ be tfieír yuryose ín wrítíng f tfiey lc[ not befíeve 

l lru L otfier yeoy{e were not ín need of a {es son ín sometfiíng, 
' ' ({¡ · 'on tiat, accordlng to tfie wríters 'yersona{ de{usÍon, no 
1 1 1 1e  wou{c[ be as cayab{e of defíveríng as tfiemse{ves. We 
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autlíors are tlíus yermítteá our vaníty, aná we ín turn 
a{{ow our reaáers to juáge our {abors for tíemse{ves, 
accoráíng to tíeír yreferences; we on{y ask tíem to 
remember tlíat tlíe áe{usíon tíat one can áo wítlíout a{{ 
ínstructíon betrays no {esser an arrogance aná ís muclí 
more íarmju{. 

Because we líumans íave too many reasons to wíslí 
tlíat we never be recognízeá for wlíat we ín Jact are; 
be cause we cannot be more yaínju{{y ínsu{teá tlíen wíen 
someone takes tlíe troub{e to áestroy tlíe í{{usíons ín wlíící 
our vaníty lías veí{eá ítse, wlíící líayyens wíen tíe 
base{essness of our vírtues ís áemonstrateá-Jor suclí 
reasons a{one ít ís very easy to comyrelíená tlíat a mora{ 
wríter cou{á not áo more to syoí{ líís re{atíonslííp wítlí líís 
reaáers tlían by toucííng on tlíís area tlíey áesyíse so mucli. 
1nfortunate{y, tlíat ís wlíat occurs ín tlíís booi; ít ís even 
tlíís booi 's yrímary aná most esyecía{ objectíve. Tlíe 
natura{ consequence ís tlíat everyone c{oses tlíeír mínás 
aná accuses anyone áeafíng wítlí suclí toyícs of áefíberate 
vícíousness. Suclí yeoy{e are tíus Jeareá aná líateá aná Cose 
any abífíty to successju{{y ínj{uence otíers. 1 conceáe quít 
free{y tlíat tlíís ís not tlíe way to wín yeoy{e 's íearts, aná 
tlíat ít ís even {ess suíteá for fínáíng one 's fortune ín tíe 
wor{. No vaníty cou{á be more foofíslí tían tlíe wíslí to 6 
inown as a gooájuáge of líuman nature. Everyone juág s 

yeoy{e wlío yraíse tlíemse{ves, as e a e s  a r yraíseá 
e a s  s í u s, wlíetlíer ríglít{y or no 

fe ís a great observer, aná líe {ooks 
Quíte trouglí tlíe áeeás of men.-
Sucí men as íe be never at íeart's case. 
Wíí{es tíey beío{á a greater tían tíemse{ves; 
..ná tíerefore are tlíey very áangerous. 
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I u [ í u S e a e S a r. .lct . Se. 2 . 

lnyone wío knows yeoy[e knows tlíeír weaknesses, 
nd tlíese weaknesses are yrecíse[y wlíat yeoy[e [east want 
lo  6e known, wlííclí wouüf force yeoy[e to 6e ratlíer tían to 
t l l <' re[y ayyear. Tíus not on[y ís tíeír sefJ[ove lstur6e, 
nl t afso tíeír [etlíargy and [azíness, wlíící tlíey fee[ ís a 

11 a t, írreconcí[a6[e críme. for tís reason I very muclí 
11 11derstand líow a yractíced and c[ever man of tlíe wor[d 
m fg.t 6e o6úged to feígn ígnorance and ínexyeríence and 
1 ' e-te tlíe í[[usíon tíat íe does not notíce many a tííng 
1 1a t  ís ríglít 6efore líís eyes. 

But wlíat do we reay from tlíís for mankín's true 
henefít? On[y tlíat our deceytíon 6e ever[astíng, tlíat yeoy[e 
1 1 /�lays act as tlíey fíd 6efore, and tlíat líumaníty remaín a 
I J I  y · t ery to ítseJ forever and tlíus never aclííeves íts 
¡ 101 n t ía[ Tíe questíon tlíus aríses: Ouglít we to ímyrove 
1 1 11 ' [ves, or not? f y es, tíen ít ís tlíe moraúst's duty to 
t 1 u e down tlíe sources and lscover tlíe 6asís of tlíe eví[ 
,. 1 1  tlí ís 6asís can a[ways 6e founá ín tlíe drívíng forces 
moUvatíng our actíons. 

:for no matter líow muclí we líumans díffer ín our 
1 11' n fons, I do 6eúeve tlíe more reasona6[e of us recogníze as 
1 1 /J l ' Y I  ra[ trutlí tlíat our greatest good and our greatest 
wor �· on tlíís eartlí a[[ stem from yeoy[e 's way of actíng, 
11111 i ín turn ís 6ased on sometlííng efse, on tlíe 
f U 1 1  á a m e n t a [ 6 e [ í e f s ínsyíríng tlíe actíons. But 
1 l' l 't i U  tlíese convíctíons tlíemse[ves are tlíe resu[t of 
1'1 1 1  a in ídeas and yríncíy[es, a[[ líumaníty 's líayyíness and 
11 1  \'i ' y tlíus deyend tlíe yrevaíúng ídeas and yríncy[es 
1 ' 1  ' '  a W ng ín eaclí age. Wlííclí líave no clíoíce 6ut to 6e Jase 
I IIN I  mo·ra[ de úne s great an" tlíe manner of actíng s 
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wrong. 

Be tfiat as ít may, we now know wfiat mattes. We 
are goíng to fiave to keep to wfiat ís 6efore our eyes aná, as 
tfie vísí6{e portíon ís íncontraicta6{e, to our 
contemyoraríes ' manner of actíng, and tfie reasons tfiat 
motívate our contemporaríes, examíníng tfie ídeas and 
prínciy{es tfiat produce símí{ar 6efiavíors. 

So mucfi remaíns undenía6{e: if our era ís as 
corruyted as peop{e say, ít ís ímyossí6{e for our 
Enfígfitenment today to 6e True and of tfie fígfiest nature. 
Our ídeas a6out tfie most ímyortant tfiíngs ín {je cannot 
6ut 6e wrong, and ín studyíng fiumaníty we must run ínto 
resu{ts everywfiere tfiat our own se-{ove wou{d very mucñ 
Úke to fiíde away. 

Consequent{y, if progress ís to 6e made ín tfie mora{ 
wor{á, a{{ our energíes must 6e focused on wakíng peop{e up 
from tfieír dozíngs and stímu{atíng tfiem to 6etter 
examínatíon of tfiemse{ves and otfiers. To tfiís en, we must 
get to know tfie true forces drívíng our actíons. Tfiís cannot 
occur wítfiout tfie most rígorous examínatíon of our príor 
reasons and deve{opment of our ínadequate ones. for a{{ 
fiuman 6eíngs act as tfiey do 6ecause tfiey are fírm{y 
convínced no one cou{d 6efiave more reasona6{y. You cou(á 
refía6{y count on tfiem to renounce tfieír former 6efiavíor 1 
tfiey cou{d 6e ju{{y convínced tfiat ít was ímpractíca{ aná 
unrefía6{e. :for tfiís reason, ít ís a6so{ute{y necessary tfiat 
peop{e 6e neítfier j{attered nor supported ín tfie de{usíon 
tfiat tfiey fiave aciíeved cu{mínatíon. Tfiís sort of 6efiavíor 
ís fiígfi treason to fiuman nature. Peop{e too íncfíned to 
tfiínk tfiemsefves 6etter tfian tfiey tru{y are a6so{ute{y ña 
to 6e taugfit to ajust tfie ír opíníon downwars, a nd 
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consíáer tiemse{ves weak aná ímyerfect. Wierever yeoy{e 
1efíeve tiey are actíng for tie most suhíme reasons, tfiey 
m u t he come acquaínteá wítfi tieír se-áeceytíon aná he 
brougit to tie yoínt wiere tfiey can see tie commony{ace 
¡¡a,me of yroyye-uy, sma{-mínáeá amour yroyre. 

for tiese reasons a{one my reaáers wí{{ a{reaáy fiave 
c ·onc{uáeá tfiat m y aím ín tfiís treatíse cou{á not yossíh{y 
(la ve heen to eu{ogíze our vírtues. Tie yuryose of tfiís 
t �eatíse ís ín fact to exyose tfie vaníty aná emytíness of our 
V rt ues. I wí{{ se e k out every weakness aná concea{ none. 
'llu t  I wí{{ afso ín no way keey sí{ent ahout tfie gooáness ín 
1 1  �. Even m y rehukes wí{{ he ín yrotectíon of tfie exce{{ence 
í. our nature. :Not I, hut otfiers áec{are our ruínatíon 
ncurah{e; on{y tfiese otiers hefíeve tfiat force s tfie on{y 

t li ng wí{{ fiave an efect uyon us; tfiey a{one are tfie ones 
wño áesyíse aná h{asyfieme mankín. I for m y yart am 
t f( 1v {oyíng tfie ínaáequate asyects of our hefiavíor; I {ook 
fo tfiem ín my OYn hefiavíor, as tfie c{osest source wítfi 
vñ í i I am hest acquaínte, to íscover tie causes of tfiese 

/ (u w ; to yrove tfiat not everytfiíng fias fiayyeneá yet tiat 
\' cayah{e of fiayyeníng; to siow tfiat áesyíte a{{ our 

1 r ·  · íst íng j{aws we fiumans fiave sometfiíng great aná 
'fJ(enáíá at our core; tfiat even our greatest áefects fiave an 
1 1 ' 1 0  ent source; tfiat ít wí{{ he ímyossíh{e for us to cfiange 

t l lllf ímyrove wfií{e certaín conáítíons aná causes remaín ín 
1' " 't nce. I for m y yart sfia{{ yrove tfiat we are as gooá as 
W ' ·a n he unáer sucfi círcumstances; tiat ít ís true tfiat we 
1 1 1  ' n ot  wfiat we ougfit to he on tfie strengtfi of our áestíny; 
ltl 1 fia t  everyone wfio ever requíres more from s hefore 
l ile sou rces fiave heen efímínateá áoes not unáerstaná 
1 1 1 1  man nature aná ís áemanáíng sfieer íyossíhíítíes. 
'1 11 ' t �p(( fiou{á tfierefore reraín rom ca{íng tfii:ngs 
1 1 1  1 cíou tfia t are ín fact t,e true aná unfeígneá {ove of 

83 



mankíná aná tlie resu{t of a more rígorous aná natura{ 
o6servíng syírít. 

Sí je suís maúgne 
C'est, que j'aí Coeí{ yerc;ant, et  qu'un ríen {uí áésígne 
Ce qu'on veut {uí caclier avec {e y{us graná soín.­
Car je áevíne un faít, áes queje ' étuáíe. 
L a f o r e  e áu nat . .tct II. Se. J. 

I am maúcíous, f tliís way of 6eíng áfferent áeserves 
to 6e ca{{eá maúcíous, 6ecause I am neítlier a j{atterer nor 
6ún; 6ecause I ístínguísli 6etween tlie 6etter árívíng 
forces aná tlie worse ones; 6ecause no one cou{á wísli more 
for tliíngs to 6e 6etter tlian tliey are; aná 6ecause at tlie 
same tíme I am convínceá tliat tliíngs cannot 6e 6etter 
untí{ yeoy{e stoy faíúng to recogníze tlie true forces árívíng 
tlieír actíons. f usíng a liíglier stanáará to áetermíne 

yeoy{e 's true va{ue ínáícates maúcíousness, tlien I cannot 
áeny tliat I am maúcíous, aná I 6eúeve I wou{á 6e tlie {o ser 
f I were any otlier way. 

f a{{ tliose yeoy{e to wliose lians I wí{{ {ose tliese 
yages ímmeíate{y after tliey are yu6úslieá on{y knew iow 
liará aná 6ítter was tlieír yreyaratíon, tliey woufá yíty me 
ratlier tlian líate me. Tliese yages are a true cfií{á of yaín. 
Tliey were conceíveá aná 6orn ín yaín. Tlieír entíre 
contents are tlie resu{t of mucli sorrowju{ exyeríence, som 
of ít even m y own. It ís not easy for a wríter to wríte a 
6ook unáer more aáverse conáítíons, wítli {ess 
encouragement, wítli more áístrust of liís ínsíglit, 
overwfie{meá rom a{{ síáes 6y a more yaínu{ sense of iis 
own weakness overwfie{míng from a{{ síáes, wítli more 
consíáeratíon for tie ínevíta6{e áísayyrova[, tfie wors 
censure, new enemíes aná yersecutíons, aná even wíti 
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more yiysíca{ and domestíc suferíng, amídst tie -ruíns of 
fi í · iayyíness and iís famí{y, wíti mo-re frequent 
n t e-r-ruytíons, and tius wrítíng, so to syea., wíti tie 

m dlcíne Jott{e ín iand. My contemyo-ra-ríes iave done 
( ''Verytiíng yossíJ{e to dest-roy m y se-confídence from tie 
Nround uy and to -rendeY me as ínefectíve as yossíJ{e, me, 
wio ín a mo-re efectíve yosítíon cou{d wítiout a douJt 
1/ we accomyasied so muci mo-re; tiey iave mísjudged me 
n a  way tiat ís not easy to mísjudge someone. 

1 sia{{ Je {ov 'á, wien 1 am {ac.'. 

1 iave Jeen my so{e encou-ragement. Tius 1 a{one 
' YOW wiat efo-rt ít ias cost me to .eey uy my yeneve-ríng 

courage and Jeaeve tiat yeoy{e can Je good wien tiey t-ry 
\'0  ftaYd to ínc-rease m y JeaeJ ín tieíY iateju{ness. t wo-rfd 
t nd" an e-ra ín wiíci a yenon a.e me can tiín. and 
' � e-ríence suci afate, an e-ra tiat cannot te{{ wietie-r tiís 
wa y of tiín.íng ís iyyoc-rísy o-r t-ruti; suci an e-ra 
de í níte{y ias cause to examíne tie worti and contents of 
1 s way of tiín.íng. 

'o-r mo-re tian síx yean 1 iave Jeen co{{ectíng fo-r, 
work íng on, and amendlng tiís t-reatíse. Notiíng satísfíed 
Hll'. 1 wou{d Jegín sometiíng and tien c-ross ít out agaín, 
1 1 1 tf ín tiís way 1 iave dest-royed many a yea-r's wo-r.. 
1M u n y  and va-ríous a-re tie í{{usíons 1 iave iad to wo-r. 
t li ougli to revíve somewiat tie so deey{y Jent confídence 
1 1  m y yowen. s a -resu{t of wiíci 1 Jeaeve f-rom tíme to 

1 m , í n  an attac. of a-rtfícía{{y awa.ened a-r-rogance, tiat 
1 1 1 m  of ve-ry g-reat use, and tien ímmedlate{y afte-rwa-rd 
1 /Ju l  1 a m  of no use, OY even tiat 1 am ia-rmju[ Wiat 
f , ,. , rday stí{{ seemed good o-r Jea-raJ{e to me, today o-r 
1 t ' �ñ , s t omorrow seems míseraJ{e twadd{e, {ong .nown to 
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v ry6ociy, a nd yoorCy xp·r · · d to  6oot .  T'wadd{e tíat 
ínter e ts and can ínter e t no on . 1 am fac íng an army o 
o6jectíons on tíe strengtí of wfíící 1 wí{{ 6e accused of 
contraictíng mysef and not seemíng to know wíat 1 
actuaCCy want. 1t ís true tíat most of tíese o6jectíons íav 
6een adequateCy answered 6y tíe way tíe wío{e tííng ías 
turned out. But 1 yreict tíat onCy very few yeoy{e wí{{ 
íave tíe necessary yatíence to read tírougí to tíe end or 
reread sucí a work. Sometímes 1 tíínk 1 íave forgotten 
notííng and o6served m y su6ject from a{{ íts sídes. But 
tíen, 6efore 1 know wíat ís íayyeníng, 1 iscover a new 
asyect stí{{ unexyCoíted tíat gíves tíe matter a somewíat 
cíanged irectíon. 

Wíen 1 Cook out ínto tíe noíse and tumu{t of tíe 
great wor{d and yay attentíon to wíat ís goíng on tíere 
and notíce tíe tremendous contraictíon 6etween wíat 
ougít to 6e and wíat ís reaCCy íayyeníng; sucí as íow ítt{e 
or notííng of wíat reason ín genera{ so cíamíngCy desígns 
ever comes to yass;-wíen 1 Cook at tíe índiference and 
contemyt wítí wíící everytííng ís treated tíat yeoy{e 
consíder ío{y and venera6Ce, at tíe derísíon and Caugíter 
assocíated tíerewíti; -1 tíínk a6out wíat reasons are 
avaí{a6Ce to ofended se-Cove for g{ossíng over and makíng 
excuses, íow few yeoy{e are caya6Ce of skíyyíng over a Cong 
traín of tíougít wítí one gCance and fíning tííngs true 
tíat are necessítated onCy 6y tíat Cong argument;-if 1 
Císten to tíe wor's genera{ mood,-and tíen turn my gaze 
uyon mysef and 6ecome aware tíat 1 am onCy a síng{e 
yerson fígítíng agaínst a crowd of yeoyCe, wítíout 
reyutatíon, ínfCuence, or suyyort;-and wíen, fínaCCy, 1 íe e á 
tíe mood of m y contemyoraríes, tíeír muta6íCíty and 

frívoCíty, and exyCore wíat tíey exyect, desíre, and read­
- tíen, tíen, 1 admít, do 1 run out of courage and gasy for 
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1 1  , ,ná no one ou{á fe e{ weaker aná more yower{ess tian 
/ , In t i  míást of suci attacks I am asiameá of m y best, 
l l l'l  r assuríng convíctíons. I am asiameá to aámít to 
' t td1 a wor{á tiat I beúeve ín a jo. I want to áestroy a{{ 
1 1 1  y works forever to free myseJ from a{{ {augiter aná 
t •bukes, or at {east to reserve myseJ for eras to áíscover ín 
1 m · wien wien I neeá b{usi no {onger, because I iave 
1( 1J n á to exíst. 

..ínsí toujours áouteux, ciance{ant et vo{age, 

. yeíne du úmon, ou {e více m'engage, 
]'arracie un yíé tímíáe et sos en m'agítant. 
Que Cautre m'y reyorte, et s 'embourbe i Cínstant. 
Car sí, comme aujour'iuí, que{que ra'ion de zé{e 
..{{ume áans mon coeur une c{arté nouve{{e, 
Souáaín aux yeux 'autruí s 'í{ faut {a confírmer, 
'D 'un geste, 'un regar"je me sens a{{armé, 
Et méme sur ces vers queje te víens ' écríre 
]e tremb{e en ce moment áe ce que Con va áíre. 
B o í {e a u. Ey. II. 

'ortunate{y, tiís fou{ mooá ís on{y a temyorary 
Jlhenomenon, a{beít sometímes a frequent{y recurríng one. 
'M y confí"ence ís soon revíve" wien I reaúze tiat, as 
prop{e aná even men of tie wor{á cofess, tiere are ín tiís 
wor{á more tian enougi reasons for sígis aná 
/ 1  mentatíons; tiat everyone wísies tiíngs were better, aná 
1 l ia L desyonáency aná áesyeratíon áo not make tie wor{á 
l 1et t er nor Cfe more bearab{e;-wien tien I {ook at tie 
JJ( Io_ p{e wio are a{ways áeyenáent on otiers' áecísíons aná 
1 /i lnk notiíng true tiat ís not a{{oweáby tiose wio set tie 
tone, wio are a{ways ín otiers'yower aná are asiameáto 
lw(ong to tiemse{ves, aná áo not iave tie courage to b e  
t fi m s e { v e s; wien I reaúze iow yrecíse{y tiese weak 
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yeoy{e, out of bínd and overexaggerated resyect for tlie 
foofísli oyíníons of tliose tliey are seeiíng to y{ease, destroy 
tliemse{ves;-tlien, I fee{ strengtliene, because tliere ís 
someone ese ayart from me wlio ís not asliamed to say 
about tliemse{ves 

Y a-t-í{ done sur {a terre des granS assez grandS et 
des yuíssants assez yuíssants, your méríter, que nous 
croyíons et que nous vívíons a {eur gré, se{on {eurs 
gouts et  {eurs cayríces, et que nous youssíons {a 
comy{aísance y{us {oín en mourant, non de {a 
maníere quí est {a y{us sur e your nous, maís de ce{{e, 
quí {eur y{ait advantage?-Les iommes sont-í{s assez 
bons, assez fíde{es, assez équítab{es, your méríter 
toute nótre confíance, et ne nous yas faíre désírer du 
moíns, que Díeu éxístat a quí nous yuíssíons ayye{{er 
de {eur jugements, et  avoír recours, quand nous 
sommes yersecutés ou traliís. 
L a  B r u y e r e . 

lnd m y dejectíon and faíntness of lieart isayyear 
even more wlien I fínd out tliat even tlie most vígourous 
scofers and most oyen oyyonents of tlie iígier yrínciy{es 
not ínfrequent{y fínd tliemse{ves ob{gated to agítate 
agaínst many an abuse I liave censure , and to ca{{ uyon 
símí{ar yrínciy{es for tliís yuryose wliere tlieír ínterests 
requíre ít, and aso to liave to ca{{ uyon símí{ar yrínciy{es 
wien tlieír ylií{osoyliy consíders tliem to liave a not 
ínsígnfícant connectíon. 

Wien ín m y tliouglits I y{ace myseJ ín tlie socíety f 
tlie nob{est and wísest men of a{{ natíons and centuríe , a n  
I liave so many wríters of tlie ancíent and modern worG 
befare me wliose wortli s comy{ete{y acinow{edged ev n 6 
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m y enemíes, wien I acquaínt mysef wíti tie syírít and 
'On tents of tieír teaciíngs and fínd ín tieír wors 

u wm ístaka6[e agreement wíti m y yrínciy[es, now 6ecome 
w iJÍCíous to me;-wien I tiínk tiat ít just exact[y to tiese 

'as and yrínciy[es, tiougi eterna[[y ín disyute, to 6e sur e, 
a ná sometímes yroyyed uy ín one way or anotier, tiat 
ll uman reason a[ways retuns after ayeríod of confusíon, 
wlien ít wants to coye wíti tiíngs dfferent[y;-tien I fee[ 
Ht , ícíent[y strengtiened to comy[ete m y day's [a6or. -
'M ay tiís 6ook exert a símí[ar attractíon, and try íts [uck. 

Sínce many amy[e vo[ume, mígity tome, 
lust die, and ie unweyt, o tiou mínute 
Jevouted yage, go forti among tiy foes! 
jo no6[y yroud of martyrdom for truti 
.tnd die a dou6[e deati. 
Y o u n g. 

Tie great questíon uyon wiíci a[[ tie yrevíous and 
'O many otier questíons deyend ís a most síp[e questíon 
t a ' ,  wien ít ís divested of a[[ sy[endor and disy[ay and 
lwougit 6ack to íts símy[est sense and form of exyressíon, 
1 10 r asona6[e yerson wou[d o6ject to agreeíng wíti tie 
hl1 t t  r manner of tiínkíng. 

Tie questíon ís, name[y: J o i u m a n s t i í n k 
t f n á  [í v e  í n  a r de r  t o  e a t ?  O r  do i u m a n s  
1 a t  í n  a r de r  t o  t i í n k  a n d  [í v e ?  

Tiís [eads to tie so often cíted 6ut too fítt[e ieeded 
t lt'a of 

ometiíng or notlii:ng after deati, 
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ft q u  t í o n  í · : J ·  t l  6 e L L  r L o  x í  t o r  
n o t  L o  e x í  t a t a ((?  

To be, or not to be, tliat ís tlie questíon. 

It seems to me tliat tliís must be seen as tlie víewyoínt rom 
wliícli a[[ iuman actívíty receíves íts form and irectíon. 
We must tierefore examíne tie sígnifícance and ínj[uen e 
of tiís questíon, tie d"fferences ít generates ín yeoy[e 's 
beiavíor, and wiat d"fferences even ín tiínkíng about ít 
can be found ín every síng[e ínivídua[ fow some re[ated 
ídeas are usua[[y tiougit about ín seyaratíon from tie 
maín tiougit, and iow some otier ídeas tiat be[ong to ít 
are not tiougit about ít at a[[-a[[ tiís seems to be not so 
we[[ known by tie majoríty of tie yeoy[e, and tierefore ít 
seems tie source for tiís uncertaínty about so many otier 
matters, ín a"itíon to our d"fferences ín beiavíor. 

In our d"ay, tie belef ias become yrevaílng tiat 
reso[víng tiís questíon wou[d ciange notiíng at a[[ ín 
iuman moralty. Peoy[e fio[d tiemse[ves for comy[ete[y 
convínced tiat iuman beíngs are cayab[e of lvíng ín 
accordance wíti reason's stríctest requírements and 
fufí[lng every sort of oblgatíon to tie most exact degree, 
wítiout belevíng tiat tiey wí[[ contínue to exíst. for tiís 
reason we iave started to establsi a moralty tiat ís 
comy[ete[y ín"eyendent of tiís convíctíon. Tiís ís not just a 
notíon tiat ias occurred to our men of tie wor[(, wio iave 
a[ways iad a yenciant for tiís oyíníon; ít ís even beíng 
taugit by our new yií[osoyiíca[ scioofs, wiíci beleve tiat 
moralty's va[ue can be yrofaned and reduced by every 
símí[ar consíderatíon. M y resyonse to tie [atter wí[[ be 
found furtier on ín tiís treatíse wiere tiere was a more 
fíttíng occasíon for íts íntroductíon. fere, 1 wou[d lke to 
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,,. 1 1  Wt l  li t ñ  · t a t  m n t  of tfie -men of tfie wor{á. 

( )u r m n f tfie wor{d are coy{ete{y correct wien 
t / 1 1 4 \f l ' lu lm L fiat ayerson can act mora{{y, be a very 
, , , , ,  fJ/1 1 .  aene-ra{{y resyecteá, and be{oved man, and stí{{ be 
"' '' ' '  1 o d� ny tfie uture, Peoy{e certaín{y fiave suffícíent 
• • 1  1 1 1 ' 1  ,.e u 'Ons for befiavíng just{y and correct{y. Tfiey do 
1 1 1 1 1 1 t l t¡ u ír tfie ga{{ows and tfie wiee{ to do so . l certaín 
1 / l t l l  , , ¡  f eiavíor resu{ts from tfie nature of tie re{atíonsfiys 
" " "' ' '  wi í i we fíve. Our nees force us to fují{{ certaín 
1 1/ 1 1  lfl l l íon . Some of tie ens we yursue wíti tie most 
1/•' • 1 1  1 1 1 ng annot be aciíeved wítfiout our suyyressíon of 
1 1 1 1 1 o w n  demands and se-ínterest. It ís ín every man's 
f l l l t ' l l 'SI L o  bejust andmoderate. To a{{ tiís comes tfien our 
l f l 1 1 1 ' t l f ( Jr ayy{ause, our fear of fiumaníty 's censure, wiíci ís 
, , \ 1 1 1 / 1  ce of great and {audab{e vírtues but aso tfie source of 
, ¡ f l f tw  í ·finess and críme as soon as tie inaves succeed ín 
t . I I U I I¡ ]  ·an tro{ of yubfíc oyíníon. Tiere ís aso no {aci of 
•' t 1 1 1 1pCi s of men wio deníed tfie future and yet fíved as 
1 •11 f lu 1 1 1  :royísts. 

Tfiís may we{{ a{{ be yrobab{y yerfect{y true . l 
1 1 1 1 1 1  t t f i L y buí{t on unbefíej may be comy{ete{y adequate for 
1 1 1 1 1 / l l l  n to become tfie way tiey current{y are, but ít ís not 
' '"' ' t ( L i.te f yeoy{e want to become more tian tiey 
• 1 1 1  1 • n t{y are; ít ís not adequate if tie source of our 
1• 1 1 1 1  ' n t atíons ís to be Cifteá. It does not suffíce for maiíng 
I '• ' I IJ IÜ> fnto wfiat tiey are cayab{e of becomíng, of ennobfíng 
t l l • '  m í ndítseJ as tfie source of a{{befiavíor. It does not 
1 1 / / t ( 'e for yeoy{e to act uniform{y and a{ways ín tiís same 

" ' ' " " '  r. It does not raíse tfie mínd uy above a{{ 
I •' I I I J I I at íons and attractíons, to do tfie oyyosíte. Tiere are 
l l l l u l  íons ín wfiíci tie usua{ reasons for correct beiavíor 

, ¡ , ,  1 10 L  yass tie test. Tiere are sítuatíons tiat raíse yeoy{e 
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uy above the usua[ consíderatíons. There are yeoy[e who 
cou[d say to themse[ves that, to a[[ ayyearances, 

What need we fear, who inows ít, when none can car 
our yower to account? 

There are míghty and great men who ríse above these [aws 
an, rather than oríentíng themse[ves accoring to yeoy[e '  
ayy[ause andjudgements, take contro[ of these, and steer 
them. The Xíng can say to the Queen what { e n  r y t h e  
f íft h s a y s  í n  S h a i e sy e a r e ,  O ,  X a t e ,  n í c  
c u s t o m s  c u r t s y  t o  g r e a t  i í n g s .  D e a r 
X a t e ,  y o u  a n d  1 c a n n o t b e  c o nfí n e d  
w í t h í n  t h e  w e a i  [íjt of a c o u n t r y ' s  
fa s h í o n : w e  a r e  t h e  m a i e r s of m a n n e r s ,  
X a t e ;  a n d  t h e  [í b e r t y  t h a t  jo [[o w s  o u r  
y [a c e s s t oy s  t h e  m o u t h s of a [[ fí n d-
f a u [ t s . 'The moraíty of the men of the wor[d ís not a 
morafíty that coves the undamenta[ convíctíons; and 
every morafíty [aciíng thís suyyort ís a shaiy morafíty. 

'Therefore, if men of the wor[d ca[[ uyon the 
yhí[anthropy and goodness of theír actíons as evídence of 
hígher morafíty, they may índeed be very good, when 

judged by theír efects, but thís does not yrevent the sour • 
from beíng ishonest and the foundatíon from beíng sha y, 
What ís tru[y good ís found not ín the actíons but ín the 
convíctíons. The vírtue exísts not ín ínivídua[ deeds, 
because vírtue ís a Who[e, and where ít ís not, there can 6 
good dees that are not goo, and there are on[y too man 
of those. 'That ís why the men of the wor[d ayyear not to 
inow enough about the reasons for theír actíons, how t ey  
come to do the thíngs they do, the yower of thís or tftat 
reason, how theír conduct wou[d ctange s soon s u 
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rasons wouf ceas e to exíst. 'Tie man of tie worf takes too 
1 t t {e account of tfie fact tfiat many a peson 6efiaves very 
we{{ 6ecause tiey {ack temptatíons and fiave no ínterest ín 
doíng tie opposíte. 'Tfiey do not know tfiemse{ves enougi 
1 / Y id tfiey tfiínk too advantageous{y of tfieír ínner worti. 
1 • y do not know tie {yíng dormant at tie 6ack of tfieír 
1 w n  sou{s and {urkíng, waítíng for an auspícíous occasíon. 

Idem facíet, cum ídem poterít. Mu{torum, quía 
ím6ecí{{a sunt, {atent vítía, non mínus ausura, cum 
í{ís víres suae p{acuerínt, quam í{{a, quae Jefícítas 
íam apernít. 
S e n e c a. 

fow true, iow we{{ founded ín experíence tfiís s, ís 
1 ov ed 6y tie great cianges caused 6y overswift sliifts ín 
fo t une of many a person wio iad 6een admíred as a 
moáe{ for morafíty duríng tfie períod of tieír {owfíness and 
pov rty. for ít ís tien tfiat tfiey siow tfiemse{ves pu6fíc{y 

H t lie way tiat tiey fiave a{ways 6een tiínkíng ínsíde. 

We� wií{es I am a 6egger, I wí{{ raí{ 
.nd say,-tiere ís no sí, 6ut to 6e ríci; 
.nd 6eíng ríci, m y vírtue tfien sia{{ 6e 
'To say-tiere ís no více 6ut 6eggary. 
X. ] o i n. .ct I. Se. a. 

fumans never know wiat tiey are untí{ tie 
t lf1portunítíes arríve and cause tiís fruít tree to 6{ossom. 
11 {( 1 wio fias not yet experíenced a{{ sítuatíons and 
V 1 11 ' tood a{{ dangers cannot determíne wietier ie wí{{ 6e 
I I C ' cmquera6{e. Many peop{e consíder tiemse{ves strong 

/ 11' 'u u · tie atta k on tfie ír vírtue came from tie wrong 
t'm n e r. Many peop{e t iínk tfiemse{ves 6eyond a{{ cfiarms 
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amf temytatíons be cause, áefíant ín tlie face of mísfortune, 
tliey know liow to resíst yraíse aná j{attery. Tiiey wou{á áo 
a {ot better to remember tliat ít ís actua{{y fortune tiat 
syoís yeoy{e; tliat you can resíst j{attery aná succumb to 
contemyt; tiat for many yeoy{e ít ís not tlie enemíes but tlíe 
{ack of enemíes, tlie íá{eness aná boreáom, tliat are tlie difs 
on wliícli many a sofíá vírtue lias more tlian once come to 

faí{ure.-Jn sliort, our men of tlie wor{á on{y ayyear to 
know tliose asyects of tiemse{ves tiat are tie source of 
tieír smugness. «Tiiey know wiere tiey are strong but tiey 
iíáe tieír weaknesses from tiemse{ves. Tiieír assessments of 
tieír own va{ue wou{á ciange ín an ínstant if ít p{easeá 
tiem to examíne tieír weaknesses aná make tiem tie 
ohject of tieír rej{ectíon. Tiey wou{á conceáe aná fíná tiat 
tiere ís yeriays no vírtue tiat wítistanS every test. 

Ognun cie víve a{ monáo yecca eá erra: 
Né áiferísce ín a{tro í{ buon áa{ río, 
Se non cie Cuno e vínto aá ogní guerra 
Cie gfí víen mossa áa un yícco{ lsío: 
L 'aftro rícorre a{Carme e sí áifenáe, 
M a se '{ nímíco e forte, anca eí sí renáe. 
Or{anáo furíoso. Canto XXV. St. 30. 

Tiiís wou{á {eaá us to tie conc{usíon tiat our vírtu 
as ít now stanS stí{{ acks a rea{ suyyort, aná tiat we 
wou{á be very muci ín tie wrong if we yraíseá ourse{ve 
for tiat vírtue aná befíeveá ourse{ves beyoná 
ímyrovement. 

Tour avoír sécoué {e joug áe que{que více, 
Qu'avec yeu áe raíson Ciomme s'enorgueíítf 
J{ vít fruga{ement, maís c 'est par avaríce. 
S'í{ fuít {es vo{uytés, c 'est qu'í{ víeí{fít. 
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Pour moí, yar une {onge et tríste exyéríence. 
De cette í{{usíon, j'aí reconnu ' abus. 
]e saís, sans me Jfater aune vaíne ayyarence, 
Que c 'est a mes áéfauts, queje áoís mes vertus. 
De {ajare. 

Our vaníty ís wiat yrevents us from reaciíng tiís so 
náísyensab{e convíctíon. 3ecause of vaníty, ít ís near{y 
myossíb{e for us to tiínk ourse{ves weak aná íncomp{ete. 
an íty wí{{ never conceáe tiat we iave erreá ín any way. 

t í ímyossíb{e for yeoy{e wio befíeve tiey can áo no 
wrong, wio iave an excuse for eaci of tieír místakes, to be 
t u{y mora[ 

líií iomínes non y{acent, quí áum ma{um fecere, 
yurgítant. 
P {a u t u s. 

Tierefore, tie reason wiy men of tie wor{á assume 
t ha L befíej ín tie uture can be seyarateá from morafíty ís 
1 oot á ín tie áeceytíons of our vaníty aná se-{ove, ín tieír 
l t� t46ifíty to tiínk tiemse{ves íncop{ete aná weak, ín tie 
Hl \'Utíng {ack of know{eáge about tiemse{ves, ín tieír 
l l l l{lm ífíaríty wíti tie tru{y áecísíve reasons aná árívíng 
1• 1 ce · beiíná tieír actíons. Jlen of tie wor{á make too 
1 t 1 (tJ effort to fíná out iow tiey came to tieír way of 
1 /r 1 1  ' ing aná wiat otier funáamenta{ yrínciy{es suci a 
" ' 1 1 1 1 1  r of tiínkíng yresuyyoses. Tiat ís wiy tiey are 
t • t l i  - 1 f  , y íncayab{e of knowíng iow {ong tiey wí{{ tiínk or 
¡ l f' l a ·ertaín way. In tiís matter tiey go as far as tieír 
"''1'  ·' áríve tiem. Tieír víewyoínt ís tiís {ije, tie yresent, 
1 ! 1 1 J l  most, wiat tiey ioye to aciíeve tirougi tie eforts 
1 1/ t t i1 (J rs. Tieír íáea{ of yerfectíon aná morafíty ís tierefore 
' '  � e y Cím íteá, ín omp{ete íáea{ tfiat áoes not fít a{{ 
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s ít ua t íos. 

Tie áe{usíon tiat tie 6efíej ín our contínuíng 
exístence can 6e seyarateá from morafíty s tierefore on 
of tie bíggest obstac{es to our yerfectíoníng. Tiís befíej mu 
be weakeneá aná áestroye. 1t must be áemonstrateá tiat 
morafíty tiat can áo wítiout tiís íáea wí{{ on{y generate 
puríous vírtues. 1 íntená to yrove to tiís ená tiat ít s 
ímyossíb{e for any system of etiícs tiat assumes yeoy{e 
tiínk ín oráer to eat to be a true one, aná at tie same tím 
1 ioye to áemonstrate tiat every system of etiícs tiat 
áeníes tie future ís c{aímíng tiat yeoy{e tiínk ín oráer to 
eat. Tie course of m y examínatíon wí{{ siow tiat every 
yerson wio e.g. wants notiíng otier tian to become ríci or 
yowerju{ eítier wants {íie a míser to make tie means tieír 
ená or wí{{ iave to aámít tiey work aná tiínk ín oráer to 
ea t. 

for wiat canyow'r gíve more tianfooá aná árínc. 
To fíve at ease, aná not 6e bouná to tiínk? 
D r y áe n. 

Tiís examínatíon wou{á yrofít tie most f ít were 
yossíb{e to yrove tiat yeoy{e wio áo not befíeve ín a future 
even ín tie sma[[est of tieír actíons beiave comy{ete[y 
áferent{y tian yeoy{e wio áo beúeve, aná beúeve for tie 
correct reasons. 1t wí{[ tierefore be necessary to 
áemonstrate tie áferences yroáuceá by tiese systems ín 
our beiavíor. Tie resu[t wí[[ be tiat yeoy{e ín tie 
comyaríson system can, from a certaín yoínt of víew, 
become gooá, but never as gooá as tiey ougit to become. ') 

Too black for heaven, and too white for heU. 
D r y d e n. 
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----------

'onsequent{y, tiere exíst on{y two maín systems of 
,1 a t , an[ tius on{y two maín ways to act; a{{ otiers, 
U 1 t  m t t  r fiow many tfiey are ín number, are mere 
' od a t íons and varíetíes. Better famíCíarízíng ourse{ves 

' t l 1 fi nature of tiese two systems seems to be tie yívota{ 
1 11 1  1 / l ;  a:n[ tfie objectíon tfiat yeoy{e wio beueve ín a 
1 1 1 1 1 1  n u e[ exístence do not befiave ín a better fasfiíon, and 
l ll l l l  t f U  way of tiínkíng tius yroduces no vísíb{e efect ín 
ll l lman beiavíor, ís meaníng{ess. for tfie objectors seem to 
1 1 fo 8 ttíng tfiat tlie yassíons can aso usury sucfi 
f 1 1" (a menta{ teaciíngs and abuse tiem to tieír own ens; 
l ll t l t  ·onsequ�nt{y tlie reason wfiy mora{ ruínatíon yersísts 
' ' '' \ r t fie{ess Cíes not ín tie sfiortcomíngs of tfie doctríne but 
1 l f l  ,, r ín our weakness, wfiícfi cannot grasy tfiís doctríne 
V l t  11 t fie strengtfi and vítaCíty necessary to gaín contra{ 

t t \ l í ' � rtaín yassíons. Tfie reason Cíes ín tfie way ín wfiícfi 
t ltt ' �·e áoctrínes are tfiougfit about and tlie reasons from 
w/rc, t fiey are deríve. It deyens on wfietfier a{{ tfiat ís 
' ' ''( ' ( '.� 'a ry fias been tfiougfit out ín adltíon, and wfietfier 
t l l l l  \' áe, fieterogenous ídeas fiave gotten míxed ín. It yroves 
t lw t  ou r ídeas are never a wfio{e, but are íncomy{ete for tie 
"w�·t art, and tiat wfiat ís suyyose[ to be tfie En[ ís 
t t i i iCPíve[ of as tfie Means, as I sfia{{ exp{aín more 
1 f lhora te{y and c{ear{y be{ow. 

:How now do we ínten[ to yrove tliat a{{ true moras 
t l l td ' írtues cannot do wítliout tfie ídea tliat we wí{{ 
1 1 1 1 1 / fn ue to exíst? I sfiou{[ tfiínk we cou{[ do so ín tfie 
/ulfo wíng way: 

t )  In moraCíty and ín deeds, everytfiíng deyens on 
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t ne en á ?e lng yursu á y tñe a · t ur . t{ t .  m ans áeyend 
uyon t fi nj, aná o t fi rfor áo tfie a tíons unáertakcn 
to reyre ent tfiose means. l {  oGfgatíons áeyená uyon t ñl' 
enás. Because a{{ oGCgatíons, wfietfier true or í{{usíonary, 
are actíons tfiat Gecome aávísaGCe aná necessary accordlnn 
to tfie nature of tie yuryose we iave ín míná. .t{{ moraCít y 
ís tierefore Gaseá on tfie áoctríne of oGjectíves, of tfie 
system of iayyíness, ancC varíes as mucfi as tfiey do. 

2) In morafíty, everytiíng ís Gase{ on tfie ídea{ of 
yerfectíon envísíonecC Gy tie actors. Tiís must nees vary, 
cCeyenlng on fiow siort or {ong yeoy{e tfiínk tiey wí{{ 
contínue to exíst. In any consícCeratíon, tfie on{y yerfect 

yeoy{e are tfiose wfio are wfiat tfiey are cayaG{e of 
6ecomíng on tfie strengti of tieír nature ancC tieír gifts. 
lorafíty tius Ceyenás on tfie ícCeas ancC 6efíejs a6out 
wfietfier mucfi or fítt{e can 6e made of fiuman 6eíngs. fere, 
ít seems to cCeyencC uyon wiat ídeas yeoy{e fiave a6out tfie ír 

fína{ yuryose; ancC yersons wíti on{y a 6ríef Curatíon wí{{ 
certaín{y fiave cCiferent yuryoses tian yersons wiose 
cCuratíon {asts 6eyoncC tfie fímíts of tieír eartfi{y Cife. 

3) No morafíty can 6e fímítecC to mere enjoyment of 
tie yresent. Tie conceyt of a future ís ínlsyensa6{e to 
morafíty. Tfiat wfiícfi ís syírítua{ ancC no6{e ín our actíons 
tfius comes from tfie fact tfiat we are caya6{e of Caríng to 
{ook 6eyoncC tie yresent ancC of foreseeíng more lstant 
consequences. f tien tfie conceyt of a future ís so 
ínlsyensa6{e to morafíty, if tie more no6{e of our actíons 
cCeyencC uyon our envísíoníng more lstant consequences, 
tfien an ídea tiat cCeas wíti tfie most lstant consequences 
cannot 6e an ínCiferent sort of ícCea for mora{ yfií{osoyiy. 

, tierefore, tfie most essentía{ comyonents of every 
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\f \ 1 1 ' 1 1 1  of e t fi í  a náín  a{{ mora{b fiavíor are tie íáeas of a 
1 1 1  f 1 1 1  ( ' " nJ o· an objectíve of yerfectíon, aná f tiey a{{ {eaá 
' ' ' 1 11 1 '  ttl�a t fiat we sia{{ contínue to exíst-tien tiere ís no 
1 , 1 \  1 '  /o  1 fi {aím tiat beíef ín ímmortaCíty ís ínáfferent 
• ' 1 l l l l l l t ' fpju{jor our moraCíty. Were tiís not tie case, we 
l l 'n l l /d lw v t o  be ab{e to yrove tiat tie goa{ a yerson ís 
1 ' ' '  1 ' 1 1 t l liJ. a ná everyone 's íáeas about yerfectíon, are of no 

11 1 1 1 1 / t t 'tl l'l e ín moraCíty. Tie yresent a{one wou{áiave to 
, ' ' " ' ' " "  l 'V rytiíngyeoy{e are cayab{e oj tiínkíng or 

1 ' "' ' "11· ' ná f not, a{{ consequences wou{á iave to be 
' ' ' ' l l l l \'t 't1 U  'nÍa{ aná tie a6íCíty to foresee tie future wou{á 
1 1 1 1 , . , ,  1 o ?e Lie most áísyensa6{e of a{{ iuman 

11 1 1 1  1 / t ' l r rí tícs. 

'/ 't r t{y, on tie goa{ every actor ís yursuíng. It ís tie 
, , \f f o ( ' {aíníng many a strange-seemíng event . .lnyone 
• ' •' J i f i iH l fi ís ín mínáwí{{rescínámany a rebuke as 

1 1 1 1 / 1 1 1 1 1 /  (e á aná wí{{ iave to conceáe even ín cases of tie 
1 1 ' 1 ' ' "lfl ' \' 1  beiavíors tiat notiíng can 6e tiere founá tiat 
1 • • l l lt l f i i \' L {y staná out aná 6e istur6íng. Tiere exísts on tie 
1 1 ' 1 1 1 1 1 • '  1 1  e rtaín áegree of reason, wiíci ís not tie worst 
1 1 1 1 1 11 1 . for no one wou{ájíná ít baá f a great many tiíngs 
l l' t l l l / t l  < 'ea e to ayyear augiab{e or wortiy of wonáer. Tie 
" ' ' ' ' ' '  \11(1 make efforts to get to know tie iuman beíng as 
1 1 1  1 1 ,  t li l' more we wí{{ become convínceá tiat a{{ tiese 

1 '' , 1 1 f tu í t íes aná oáitíes ín tie customs aná conáuct of 
1 1 1d 1  \ 1 f l lua{s aná entíre natíons are yart of tie nature of 
1 1 1  / 1  t f 1  1 ngs aná tiat naugit efse cou{á ín fact occur. Tiose 

' ' ' wllom o muci stans out ín tie wor{, wio fínáso muci 
11 ' • 1 1 11 '1 of crítícísm ín ít, are 6etrayíng tiat tiey áo not 

' ' ' '  1 11 1 lie generatíng sources of tiíngs aná tiat tiey are 
t 1 fl l l f '  w ·omers to tie wor{á áesyíte a{{ tieír exyeríence. 

99 



On{y tiose wio Jínf tiat tie iuman 6eíng was at a{{ tímes 
anf stí{{ ís tofay tiat wiíci tie iuman 6eíng ís caya6{e of 
6ecomíng under tie conltíons at ianf-on{y tiose yeoy{e 
anf tiose yeoy{e a{one wí{{ ceas e 6eíng suryrísed and wí{{ 
reduce tieír urge to cast asyersíons, tius yrovíng 
tiemse{ves on tie true yati to wísfom. 

'Unfenía6{y, iumaníty ís, even ín íts current state, a 
very ímyerfect anf fejícíent creatíon; 6ut ít ís ímyerfect so 
tiat ít can 6ecome yerfect. Tiínkíng tiís ís wísdom, wiíci 
takes tie mídd{e grounf 6etween two very fangerous 
extremes, and wiíci {eafs neítier to arrogance nor to 
desyondency. Tiís ís siown 6y a{{ íts aytítudes anda{{ íts 
strengtis; tiís ís siown 6y tie deve{oyment of íts 
comyusíons; tiís ís siown 6y tie yati íts syírít ias taken 
tius far 6oti ín ínlvífuas anf tie entíre race.-.l{tiougi 
iumaníty remaíns very sma{, ít s stí{{ sometiíng jreat. 

P{ac '{ on tiís ístimus of a mí{{{e state, 
.l 6eíng fark{y wíse anf rufe{y great: 
Wíti too muci know{ege for tie sceytíc síde, 
Wíti too muci weakness for tie stoíc 's yríde 
fe iangs 6etween; ín dou6t to act or rest; 
In fou6t to feem iímseJ a jod or 6east; 
In dou6t iís mínf or 6oáy to yrefer; 
Bon 6ut to ie, anf reas 'níng 6ut to err; 
.lfíke ín ígnorance, iís reason suc, 
Wietier ie tiínks too fítt{e or too muci: 
Ciaos of tiougit anf yassíon, a{{ confus'á; 
Stí{{ 6y iímseJ a6us'{ or lsa6us'á; 
jreated iaJ to ríse and iaJ to fa{; 
jreat {orf of a{{ tiíngs, yet a yrey to a{; 
So{e juáge of truti, ín end{ess error iurC , 
Tie g{ory, jest, anf rídd{e of tie wor{! 
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P o y e. Essay on Man. Ey. 2. 

Tfien say not man's ímyerfect, J-{eav 'n ín fau{t; 
ay ratfier, man's as yerfect as fie ougfit: 

s know{ege measur'á to fiís state aná y{ace. 
J{ís tíme a moment, aná a yoínt fiís syace. 
f to 6e yerfect ín certaín syiere, 
Wfiat matter, soon or {ate, or iere, or tfiere? 
'fie 6{est toáay ís as comy{ete{y so, 

wfio 6egan a tiousaná years ago. 
' {eav 'n from a{{ creatures iíáes tfie 6ook of fate, 

{{ 6ut tfie yage yrescrí6', tfieír yresent state:­
'y wio cou{ásufer 6eíng iere 6e{ow? - -

( ), 6{ínáness of tfie future! kíná{y gív 'n, 
,at eaci may jí{{ tfie círc{e mari'á 6y {eav'n. 
�) o y e. Essay on Many. E y. 1 .  

ese oááítíes ín our nature ínc{uáe tfie fact tfiat tfie 
t 1 1 1  t l t íve creature of a{, tfie fiuman 6eíng, ís áísyoseá to 

Udo( ' M C  . . .. ) Tfiís fias very great mora{ consequences aná 
1 11 1 1 \  t ryyears unáenía6{e tfiat no yeson exísts or cou{á 

( \ l  vfw wou{á take actíon wítiout fiavíng an ínterest ín 
11 t t l t t l  t r. Our congeníta{ ínáo{ence can on{y 6e reáuceá 

1 1 1 1  J omíng acquaínteá wítfi tiíngs tfiat afect us 
t ' 1 1 1  uify or aáverse{y. 

1 '  ery yerson wfio acts tfius must necessarí{y fiave a 
t 1 1 1  n wínt of víew, an íáea a6out sometfiíng tfiat fie or 

1 l t  ,. gooá or eví{ aná áesíres to acfiíeve or yrevent. 
11 1 1  ' 1  l' fias tfiís certaín yoínt of víew can neítfier áecíáe 

1 11 1  1 w \'(1 , nor act otfierwíse. Peoy{e afso se{ect tfie means to 

t 1 11 ti V ·s itu .lc utlurae, cum idem homine ic  ament i nertiam et oderint q uietem. 

T a e i l u s. in  Germ. 
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tlieír ens on tlie basís of tlieír ínáívíáua{ unáerstanáíngs, 
as we{{ as tiey are ab{e. Tfiey act ín accoráance wítli iow 
tlieír unáerstanáíng íctates or yermíts for eacfi occasíon. 
Peoy{e wou{á fiave to be ca{{eá not just c{ever but even wíse 
if tlieír víewyoínts were above a{{ áísyute. Tverytliíng 

yeoy{e know tliey know entíre{y ín tlie manner tliat suíts 
tieír exístíng system of íáeas. Tvery subject tfieír míná 

yrocesses tiey wí{{ graáua{{y exiaust as mucfi as ís yossíbe. 
Tfie actívíty of someone wiose míná fias a ave{y ínterest 
knows no imíts. In every case wfiere we {ag beliíná ín 
menta{ áeve{oyment, eítlier our mínds {ack tlie necessary 
founáatíons aná motívatíng forces or we are sensíb{e of an 
oyyosíng, more ave{y ínterest. Tfius ín tlie areas wfiere we 
ougit to be come actíve sometliíng must be founá tliat 
stímu{ates our strengti aná gíves ít tlie necessary 
momentum. Tfiís Sometiíng, tliís eason, tliat yreferab{y 
wí{{ estíne us to act ín a certaín manner, wítliout wiíci 
tliere wou{á be no vírtue, ís ca{{e, ín íts most genera{ an 
most suítab{e ayye{{atíon ín our inguístíc usage, Interest; 
aná ín tliís sense ít ís fiará to áoubt wietier tfiere cou{á 6 
an actíon tfiat exc{uáes a{{ ínterest . 

.tccoráíng to íts furtfier áívísíons, suci ínterest can 
be true or Jase, nob{e or ígnob{e. But ít ís aná remaíns tli 
sou{ of our actívíty, aná we are neítier {ess nor more, 
neítier worse nor better; we are ín fact yrecíse{y wiat ou 
ínterest requíres. Wfiere íts ínterest ís great, fiumaníty w 
siow ítseJ ín a{{ íts greatness . .tná wien wítfi regará to 
very great mattes yeoy{e áemonstrate sma{{ tiougits or 
ów beiavíor you can conc{uáe wíti matiematíca{ 
certaínty tiat ín tieír círcumstances tiey stí{{ {ack tfi 
necessary ínter es t. for tiís reason, tie iuman míná lías 
áone tie most astouníng tiíngs aná fias yroven ít cou a 
cayab{e of stí{{ greater tfiíngs if on{y suci ínterest ex ' t d. 
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1 1 1  oT eras tiere iave 6een great statesmen, míútary 
l t l fl tmanfers, saí[ors, artísts, and scio[ars, 6ecause an 

l id  u ríng, genera[ iuman need ias generated an enduríng 
, l i t ' est ín siowíng onesef great ín one or more of tiese 
11'1 1 f ·. fumans iave aso yerfected tie art of y(easíng, even 
1 l i t 1 Yl" of a6usíng otiers, be cause tie ínterest ín o6taíníng 
1 1 1 /H ' · '  f íkíng anf co[[a6oratíon or ín avertíng 
1 HW vantages to onesef ís enduríng and genera[ 

n us, wierever tiere ís a great ínterest, wierever 
' '" ' ' o( t fie more no6[e yassíons ias 6ecome yrevaíúng, 
1/1 1 ' 1  e v  r a yerson ís yursuíng a wortiy and su6úme 
tl 1 o · eríous[y and epiatíca[[y and wíti constancy-

1 111 '  1 ( ' '\ ou wí[[ fínd a yfan anf a system ín tieír desígns, 
w l i  loHí  a[ consístency ín tieír actíons and tiougits, and 

1 11 1 1 \  n lko a tyye of yerfectíon ín tieír syírít. On[y wien 
••• ¡ lit' a,Y uncertaín and ín lsagreement wíti tiemse[ves, 
•lwt t  l l1 y want to aciíeve now tiís yuryose and now tiat 
0 J II H'(I, or even íncomyatí6[e yuryoses, wien tiey 
' ' '  ( /a t a  wítiout fecísíon and wítiout rej[ectíon from one 
11 1 t ll f  1 o anotier-on[y tien wí[[ you fínd ínconsístency ín 
1 e ( t  l C I  íons and contralctíon ín tiemse[ves as a wio[e, 

1 1 1 1 \'t ' lia'Yacter anf a certaín uniform ínterest are 
1 "11· .j nera[[y, a[[ iuman error ís 6ased eítier on 
' '1 1 ' \· 11. víng no y[an at a[[ anf not yursuíng a syecifíc 

,, , ¡  ! le  e you fínf weakness of ciaracter, fooúsiness, 
t l l l  ¡ , ¡ ¡ (  · L ían, and ínconsístency; or on yeoy[e 's yursuít of a 
t i  1 1 1 ¡ (  n u t ed yuryose, treatíng ít úke tie maín yuryose, as 
U l  f t  0 14' a nd domíneeríng yeoy[e do-iere tiere can 6e 

1 1 '/ U' r,nce of wísdom; or fína[[y uyon tieír 
' , ,, t lp  na al( íntermelate yuryoses and attemytíng tius 

t t l l  1 ve t i .ígfiest yuryose-tiís [eas to reúgíous and 
t l f t ' t i  (a na " í sm, to tfiat tyye of ínto[erance tiat s 

th f l/ lf '!P' í6(e to onsíder wíse. 
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Wlierever yríncip[es, wlierever cliaracter and 
uniformíty can be iscovered botli ín convíctíons and ín 
deeds, tliere you wí[[ fínd a tyye of greatness 
símu[taneous[y, for tliere tliere ís concordance and 
yfanníng; and wlierever y[anníng exísts, wlierever tlieory 
marches ín stey wítli executíon, tliere you wí[[ aso fínd an 
ayyearance of yerfectíon and wísdom. Tlie resu[t of tliís s 
tiat even wliere yeoy[e liave undeníab[e weaknesses, wlien 
tliey stríve to acliíeve wea[ti, admíratíon, or yower, tliey 
can stí[[ isy[ay a degree of re asan and yríor rej[ectíon 
ofended by notliíng but tlie [owúness of tlie tliíng for wliícn 
tliey exert so mucli reason. loraústs tlius may liave very 
good reasons for fíning fau[t wítli yeoy[e 's addictíon to 
conquest, but tliey wí[[ not liave grounds to den y tlie fact 
tliat even tlie yeoy[e engaged ín tlie actívítíes tliey so liate 
remaín cayab[e of beliavíng ín a manner tliat sliows true 
greatness of mínd and kínd[es admíratíon. In anotlier 
wor[, ín a diferent context, tlie art of war míglit ayyear 
arju[ or unnecessary; but we wí[[ ave to concede, for 
[ong as tlie current arder of tliíngs yersísts, tliat a great 
conqueror and míútary commander can be an 
extraorinary yerson. If tliere ís an error iere, ít úes ín ti 
Puryose. But, even from tliís yoínt of víew, círcumstanc 
ín tliís wor[d not ínfrequent[y are sucli tliat ín some 
sítuatíons many a reasonab[e yerson wou[d be íncayabc CJ 
liavíng any otlier yuryose. for se-defence demands some 
ens; some ens must be acliíeved to ímprove tlie 
constraínts and defects of our círcumstances . 

t[[ true and Jase iuman wísdom and moraúty tñ u 
deyends, ít ayyears, on tlie nature of tlie goa[ tliat ea fi 
yerson ís yursuíng as tlie iígiest and fína[ goa[, or, ít 6 n 
tlie same tliíng, on wliat eacli yerson tliínk ís tlie liígfi · t  
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(/ood for a liuman 6eíng. Tfiey deyend on wiat everyone 
t ! I IHfi t to want and actua{{y does want, and tlie on{y tru{y 
11 -\' ( 1 a nd great yeoy{e are tliose wio want notliíng otlier 

1 11 l /'1 wiat tliey ouglit to want and wfio inow and se{ect tlie 
m·t "Uítab{e means to tliose ends. 

Tfie motívatíng forces 6eliínd our actíons vary 
11 1 t• !l L {y. Eacfi one ís ín yursuít of íts own seyarate goa, and 
l f l l l l  f yrecíse{y wliat istínguísies ít from tlie otliers. Eacli 
l f !Ol 'Va t íng force tlius yresuyyoses íts own ídea{ of 
l '• t  /(! · t íon and ías íts own morafíty. for tliís reason, ít ís 
1 ' ' ' '' 6{( to c{aím tliat tliere are as many systems of etliícs as 
l ll tt e are maín motívatíngforces for our deeds. 

ne maín motívatíng forces for our dees, on wliícli 
'' \ ,. p oy{e common{y maie tlieír decísíons, are {o v e o f 
1 a e e ande o m f o r t , s e n s u o u s de { í g fi t s , 

1 1 1' r á o f fi a v í n g a n d g r e  e d o f g a í n í n g ,  
"' h t í o n ,  v a n í t y ,  t i e de s í r e  t o s t a n d 
11 1 ( ' r  o m t fi e e r o w d, and t fi e de s í r e f o r 
1 ' 1 o v a {; tliere ís aso t i e de s í r e t o r u {e 

1 o t fi e r s , or for í n f {u e n e e a n d y o w e r . 

1 n, y may seem to be very dfferent yatlis, but tliey 
1 1 1 •m( L o  o ne destínatíon. for ít ís yossí6{e to tliíni of one 
mti i i /On 'ood tliat yeoy{e are wantíng to acliíeve ín sucli 
/ 1' 1  f ' t'1 t ways. Tfie questíon aríses: wliat do comforta6{e, 
1 1  I IOHS, rreedy, am6ítíous, domíneeríng yeoy{e want? 
'11 \1 tl J .m me lioard wea{ti? Wfiy do otliers want 
Wl í 1 t1 1 on and dístínctíon? Wiy ínj{uence and yower? 
f tf w•fi t li íngs good ín tliemse{ves, or mere{y tie means to 
11 1 1  '1' c.1 lüglier, common o6jectíve? 

'1(1 na ture of tlie matter ín questíon wí{{ answer tliís 
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to a great extent. f tliese tliíngs are good ín tiemse{ves, 
tliey cannot be craved enougli. f liowever tlieír va{ue ís 
none otlier tian tlie va{ue of a means to an ená, tlien 
everytliíng áeyenás on tie nature of tie end to wiíci tiey 
are servíng as means and conltíons . tccorlng{y, tie ones 
wí{{ áeserve yreference tiat aciíeve tiís end tie most 
secure{y and reíab{y, aná wí{{ not tiemse{ves áeserve to 6e 
desíred more tian ís requíred by tie nature of tie 
objectíve. lie questíon tius aríses: W i a t í s t i í s 
c o m m o n  y u ry o s e ? t n d  w i í c i  of t i e  
y a t i s c í t e d  a b o v e  í s  t i e  m o s t r e {í a b {e 
w a y t o  a c i í e v e  í t ?  

lie fírst questíon can be dlsyuted ín tieory but s 
tiat muci more beyond doubt and uniform ín yractíce. l 
tiese yrou, vaín, aná arrogant yeoy{e, tiese ínsatíab{e 
usurers, corruyt judges, ls{oya{ yubúc servants, aná 
traítors; a{{ tiese braín{ess iyyocrítes and {avísi wastres, 
ví{e j{atterers, tiese yrouá{y iumb{e iyyocrítes, tiose wño 
envy, crítícíze, s{ander, aná úbe{ everytiíng of merít, aC 
tiese yeoy{e wio so artifícía{{y yroyose aná dlsyose; 

Ces grans faíseurs de yrotestatíons, 
Ces afab{es áonneurs 'embrassaáes frívo{es, 
Ces obúgeants lseurs 'ínutí{es yaro{es, 
Quí de cívífítés avec tous font combat, 
Tt traítent du meme aír Cionnete iomme et {e fat. 
L e M í s a n t i r o y e. tct J. Se. J. 

a{{ tiís ímyressíveness, tiís game of íngratíatíng gestur �; 

Que{ yar{ar facondo e {usíngiíero e scórto, 
Píegievo{í costumí e varío ígegno 
t{ fínger yronto, a Cíngannare accorto: 
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E {e ea{unníe, aáorne ín moáí 
Noví, die sano aeeuse, e yaíon {oí. 
j í e r u s  a {. LíJ. Canto. J. Stanz. sB. 

t i  O ie foofs, a{{ tie ví{{aíns on earti Jeiave ín tiís way of 
1 11 • ' beeause tiey are eonvíneeá tiat yower, wea{ti, aná 
• lm íratíon are iumankín's greatest goos, anátiat no 

1 11 1 l ñ  otier tian tie one tiey iave se{eeteá wí{{ take tiem 
11 1a · í{y aná sure{y to tiís goa[ Tiey want to beeome 

l h i W' ju; ríei, or aámíre. Tiat ís a{{ tiey want. But 
lf l td( tiey áesíre to beeome yowerju; ríei, or aámíreá f 

t l l  11 H ,  wea{ti, aná aee{aím were iarmju{ tiíngs? f tiey 
• t  (' naugit but ens ín tiemse{ves aná gooá for notiíng 

h ' iat áo tie mígity, tie wea{tiy, tie aámíreá want? 
lw t wou{á he tie va{ue of a{{ tie treasures of tie earti f 

1 V' ímyossíJ{e to use tiem to otier enás? 

>uíá íuvat ímmensum te argentí yonáus et aurí 
.rtím áefossa tímíáum áeyonere terra? 

J( o r a  e e. Sat. . Líb. . 
/1 1 1 yooá ís strengti you eannot use? Wiat gooá are 

1 l l í  �a6ífíty aná servíee if no one yays tiem any ieeá? 

' {{ tiese yeoy{e wio seem to reeogníze no greater 
l lt ld t . n  yower, wea{ti, aná aámíratíon, wio wí{{ stoy at 
1 t l  Ir ng, s neeríng at every iazará aná oJstae{e, to gaín 
, f , ,  t 1 íngs, bríngíng uneníg turJu{enee ínto tieír aves 

1 11 l l  e ná-tiese yeoy{e are, funáamenta{{y aná to a man, 
u wu( aná {eísure{y yeoy{e. Tiey want to Jeeome 
l \ llt1 fi,t ,  ríei, aná aámíreá-s o t i a t t i e y e a n 
11 1 1  · U b a e k  a n á  áo n o t i í n g , e nj o y  
f / t 1 u n á r e {a x .  Ti e y  a r e  a e t í v e  fo r t i e  
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y u r y o s e o f J e e o m í n g í n a e t í v e :) Tiey try to 
aciíeve tirougi áetours aná iazarás tie same tiíng tiat 
sensuous yeoy[e try to aciíeve lrect[y, seekíng ít ín suci 
rounáaJout ways Jecause exyeríence ías taugit tiem 
tiere ís no faster way to aciíeve tiís goa[ of tieír áesíres. 
Tiey wou[á want to enjoy [je as lrect[y as sensuous yeop 
áo were ít yossíJ[e to enjoy [je tius[y, aná tiey take 
aávantage of every oyyortuníty to arrange matters tiat 
way as muci as yossíJ[e. 

Tie gooá tiíngs ín [je, re[axatíon, actívíty sans 
exertíon-tiat ís wiat yeoy[e want, tiat seems to Je tie 
yuryose of a[[ our ímyeratíves aná yassíons, as evíáenceá 
Jy a[[ our áeeás. Even tie greater yart of our vírtues, 

justíce, moáeratíon, iepju[ness, conscíentíousness ín 
keeyíng one 's wor; resyect aná [ove for otiers, iave nev r 
iaá any Jasís otier tian 

Nous ne sommes yas Jattants áe yeur a etre Jattus . 

t[[ yeoy[e, wietier actíng ín gooáness or ín eví; ar 
tryíng to y[ace tiemse[ves ín a sítuatíon wiere tiey feeC 
[ess lsy[easure aná more y[easure. Tiey [ong for a 
conltíon ín wiíci tiey are stronger tian a[[ tie obsta a l 

ímyelng tieír áesíres, wiere tiey can refax wítiout 
iínárance aná enjoy tieír exístence, wiere tiey can 
arJítrarí[y áecíáe to act, not to act, or to act áfferentCy. 

) Ille, gravem duro terram qui vertit aratro, 
Perfidus hic caupo, miles nautaeque, per omne 
Audaces mare qui currunt: hac mente laborem 
Sese ferre, sense ut in otia tuta recedant, 
Ajunt, quam sint conge ta cibaria. 

H o r a  e e. 
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1t wouf 6e fijjícu{t for tíeír desíres to extend 
6eyonf sucí a sítuatíon. Tven tíose wíom yossessíon of tíe 
(lartí wou{c( not satísfy, even tíe most ínsatía6{e of a{{ 
conquerors, cou{c( not den y, were tíey to frankiy examíne 
L He true nature of tíeír desíres, tíe íum6fíng tíougít tíat 
a {{ tíeír noísy fees, anf tíe íyressíveness of tíeír deefs, 
t He í{{usíons and fe{usíons of greatness anf wísfom tiat 
L i.ey íave created for tíís yuryose, do not amount to 
a nytííng more tían tíe y{aín anc( símy{e remaris of goo­
naturefS a n e í o  ín D o n Q u í x o t e .  Wítí Sancío, 
t Hey must afmít to tíemse{ves ín tíeír íeart of íearts 
O n {y g í v e  m e  t í e  T a r t í  a s  m y  
p o s s e s s í o n , a n (  1 w í {{ do w í a t  1 y {e a s e ,  
a n f w í e n  1 do w í a t  1 y {e a s e  1 s í a {{ 6 e  

í v í n g a s  1 y {e a s e ,  a n f  w í e n  1 {í v e  a s  1 
p {e a s e  1 s í a {{ 6 e  {í v í n g  a {íje of 
p {e a s u r e ;  a n f  w í e n  1 a m  {í v í n g  a {íje of 
p {e a s u r e  1 s í a {{ í a v e  n o t í í ng m o r e t o  
w í s í  fo r ;  a n f  w í e n  a m a n í a s  n o t í í n g 
m o r e  t o  w í s í  fo r ,  í e  í a s  e v e r y t í í n g . 
' n f c o m m a n fe (  § o {  t í e r e w í t í . ') 

Tíís símy{est of a{{ naie, inavísí wísfom reso{ves 
1 fie {ast remaíníng e{ements of tíat tragícomíc, wor{­
vhatteríng, festuctíve game of am6ítíon and tíírst for 
1 ower tíat so afects our Tartí; sucí ís tíe ene( of a{{ 
NI rtí{y sy{enfor! .nd tíe greatest of a{{ men se e is ín tíís 

Non se essas ilosoías, ma solo sé, que tan 
Rey seria yo de mi estado, como cada uno del suyo; y siendolo, harla 

lo que quisiesse; y hacienda lo quisiésse haria mi gusto; y hacienda mi gusto, 
estaria contento, y en estando uno conteno, no tiene mas que dessear y no 
teniendo mas que dessear acabóse; y el estado venga, y a Dios, y veamonos, 
como dixo un ciego a otro. 

D. Q u i x o t e. Part 1 1 1 .  Lib. I V .  ap. 50. 

1 09 



manner notííng better tían wíat ís demanded 6y every 
fay (aborer ín íís (ow(y íut. 

Qua(í yíccío, qua( vano, 
Qua( mísero tíeatro ía í( ###fasto íumano! 

T (u t a r e  í ' s  account of T y r r í u s ,  ínc(udíng tl 
quíte ayyroyríate resyonse of C y n e a s ,  one of tíe wor(Jy• 
wíse jreeis ín tiat conqueror's retínue, yroves tíat a(( 
tíírst for yower and conquest tru(y ías no otíer goa[ 

Maís de re tour enfín, yrétendez-vous faíre? 
\(ors, cíer Cínéas, víctoríeux, contents, 
Nous yourrons ríre a f aíse, et yrendre du bon tey , 
fé, Seígneur, des ce jour, sans sortír de fEyíre 
Du matín jusqu'au soír, quí vous défend de ríre? 
Le conseí( étoít sage, et fací(e a gouter. 
Tyríus vívoít íeureux, s 'í( eut yut fécouter. 
3 o í (e a u. E y. 1 

Tíe most ínsatíab(e of a(( cía((engers on tíís earti 
tru(y can demand no more tían tíe fuJí((ment of a(( ís or 
íer wísíes. \ny yerson wío can recogníze, desíre, do, aná 
enjoy wíatever, wíenever, and wíerever tíey wísí, for 
mucí andas (ong as tíey wísí, ías certaín(y exíausteátt 
ídea( of a(( 6ússju( iayyíness. Tíís ís tíe same ídea( tíat 
every yerson ís strívíng to acííeve, wíetíer tíey inow tt u 
not, wíetíer tíey are good or eví, ín every age, and ea 
ín íís own fasííon. Xíngs and 6eggars, wíse men and foo , 

saínts and ví((aíns íave no otíer goa( and cou({ not a t t1 
any otíer way. W e  a (( w a n t  t o  e nj o y  o u r  
e x í s t e n c e  í ayy í (y a n d  w í t í o u t  a n y  
í í n { r a n e e s . Tíat s a(( tfíat we want, anda(( ti 
reason ín tíe wor({ cou({ not yrovíde s wítfí anytitne 
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l1 ' l i er. for tíís reason, morafíty cannot be anytííng but a 
l foct ríne of íayyíness. It ís tíe scíence or art tíat teacíes 
1 111 �p{e íow to enjoy Cife ín tíe safest and most {astíng way. 
'M o íty tíat teacies tíe most refíab{e means to tíat end ís 
1 / t ( '  on{y reasonab{e and true morafíty. Tíís ís wíat Nature 
' '  1 1  { neason áesíre, and for tíat re asan ít cannot be 
II wu:n. In every system, tíís goa{ wí{{ be tíe Síng{e and 
'I I IJfi est goa, wíetíer tíere ís a future or not. Tíe questíon 
may a. ríse: wíy wou{d a yerson desíre to become yowerju{ 
1 1 1  fí ? you mígít even as k wíy someone wou{d seek 
\ ' t t u  and yerfectíon. But ís tíere no answer to tíe 
• I I I ' �· L íon of wíy yeoy{e wou{d want to be iayyy and enjoy 

t nce? Tíís goa{ ís tíus certaín{y tíe íígíest and fína{ 
, ,¡, ect íve of íumankín. Wíoever acííeves ít ís tíerefore 
1 '' f�  t, because tíey íave become wíat tíey are cayab{e of 
1 ti( 'Om íng. It ís actua{{y ímyossíb{e to be anytííng more. for 
W/OC'V r ías unímyeded actívíty of tíe mínd ías 

( 1 ,  v tí íng. If tíís be not tíe case, 1 beg you wí{{ te{{ me 
' 1/ 101  rn ore ís {ackíng for someone to be consídered yerfect. 

'fíerefore ít seems tíere ís on{y one objectíve 6ut 
"'" n y ways and means, and exyeríence teacíes us tiat 
1 1 1 '1  a r  not a{{ equa{ ín va{ue. 

T'u tt í  síam yeregríne yer mo{tí regní, 
' 'Roma tuttí andar vogfíamo, Or{ando, 

M a yer motfí sentíer n'aniam Cercando. 
1 { M o r g a n t e. Cant. JI. 

So·me of tíese means are more attractíve tían tíe 
, ' ' 1  fjN ·a use tfíey ayyear to {ead most irect{y to tíe goa; 
#1 1 H'S · a nd sensuafíty are of tíís tyye. Otíers on{y reací 
I If t  no (by roundabout ways. Wea{tí, yower, yoyu{aríty, 
tI 1 M c:{a í m are of tfíís tyye. Indo{ent, {azy, and sensuous 
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manner notliíng better tian wliat ís demanáed 6y every 
day {aborer ín liís {ow{y liut. 

Quafí yíccío, qua{ vano, 
Qua{ mísero tieatro lia í{ ###fasto liumano! 

T {u t a  r e  i ' s  account of T y r r li u s ,  ínc{uing th, 
quíte ayyroyríate resyonse of C y n e a s ,  one of tlie wory· 
wíse jreeis ín tliat conqueror's retínue, yroves tliat a{{ 
tliírst for yower and conquest tru{y lias no otlier goa[ 

laís de re tour enfín, yrétendez-vous faíre? 
.A{ors, clier Cínéas, víctoríeux, contents, 
Nous yourrons ríre a f aíse, et yrendre du bon tep , 
fé, Seígneur, des ce jour, sans sortír de fEyíre 
Du matínjusqu'au soír, quí vous défend de ríre? 
Le conseí{ étoít sage, et fací{e a gouter. 
Tyrrlius vívoít lieureux, s 'í{ eut yut fécouter. 
3 o í {e a u. E y. 1 

Tlie most ínsatíab{e of a{{ clia{{engers on tliís earti 
tru{y can demand no more tlian tlie fuJí{{ment of a{{ lis or 
lier wíslies. .Any yerson wlio can recogníze, desíre, do, an 
enjoy wliatever, wlienever, and wlierever tliey wísli, for 
mucli andas {ong as tliey wsl, lias certaín{y exliausteátñ 
ídea{ of a{{ 6físsju{ liayyíness. Tliís ís tlie same ídea{ tliat 
every yerson ís strívíng to acliíeve, wlietier tliey inow ít 
not, wlietlier tliey are good or eví, ín every age, and ea i 
ín liís own fasliíon. Xíngs and 6eggars, wíse men aná JooJ, 
saínts and ví{{aíns liave no otier goa{ and cou{d not a t 11 
any otlier way. W e  a {{ w a n t  t o  e nj o y  o u r  
e x í s t e n c e  li ayy í {y a n d  w í t li o u t  a n y  
li í n d r a n e e s . Tliat ís a{{ tliat we want, anda{{ tli 
reason ín tlie wor{d cou{d not yrovíde s wítli anytfiíne 
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l tll l 1 e r. for tfiís reason, morafíty cannot be anytfiíng but a 
lo · t ríne of fiayyíness. It ís tfie scíence or art tiat teacies 

f ll't�p[e fiow to enjoy {je ín tfie safest aná most {astíng way. 
M o afíty tfiat teacies tfie most reíab{e means to tfiat ená s 
I IH '  on{y reasonab{e aná true morafíty. Tfiís ís wfiat Nature 
1 f  ml leason áesíre, aná for tiat reason ít cannot be 
IWWun. In every system, tfiís goa{ wí{{ be tie Síng{e aná 
1 1 f!l1 est goa, wfietfier tiere ís a future or not. Tie questíon 
m a y  a rse: wfiy wou{á a yerson áesíre to become yowerju{ 
1 1 1  i ?  you mgfit even as k wiy someone wou{á seek 
\ '  1 1 u aná yerfectíon. But ís tfiere no answer to tfie 
tf l l ' ' L ían of wfiy yeoy{e wou{á want to be fiayyy aná enjoy 

� .  n ce? Tfiís goa{ ís tfius certaín{y tfie fiígfiest aná fína{ 
1 1/ / '  · t íve of fiumankín. Wfioever acfiíeves ít ís tfierefore 
1 11• 1 / 'r t ,  because tfiey iave become wfiat tfiey are cayab{e of 
1 1 I 'C m íng. It ís actua{{y ímyossíb{e to be anytfiíng more. for 
WIWl'V r fias unímyeáeá actívíty of tfie míná fias 

1 1' t i í ng. f tfiís be not tfie case, 1 beg you wí{{ te{{ me 
W/1 t 1 more ís {ackíng for someone to be consíáereá yerfect. 

fierefore ít seems tfiere ís on{y one objectíve but 
,1 1 1 1' \ ways aná means, aná exyeríence teacfies us tfiat 
1 1  1 1 a r not a{{ equa{ ín va{ue. 

u tt í  síam yeregríne yer mo{tí regní, 
' oma tuttí anáar vogfíamo, Or{anáo, 

:M a yer motí sentíer n'anlam Cercanáo. 
1 { M o r g a n t e. Can t. I. 

Some of tfiese means are more attractíve tfian tfie 
1 '  \ 1  líe ·a use tfiey ayyear to {eaá most lrect{y to tfie goa; 
lt f . ( / I (IS · a ná sensuaíty are of tfiís tyye. Otfiers on{y reacfi 
1 11 oou(6y rounáabout ways. Wea{tfi, yower, yoyufaríty, 
tWd t cc(a ím are f tfiü tyye. Ináo{ent, {azy, aná sensuous 
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yeoy{e tierefore jo{{ow one yati to iayyíness, aná tie 
greeáy, ambítíous, vaín, aná most yower-iungry take 
anotier, coy{ete{y oyyosíte roaá. 

Because of tieír yrímary lsyosítíon, a{{ iumans are 
íncfíneá to take tie fírst yati aná símy{y ieaá lrect{y for 
tieír goa[ Wienever yossíb{e, we a{{ wí{; on tie strengti f 
our own ínertía, yrefer tie easy to tie áffícu{t, tie 
ímmelate to tie áe{aye, tie yresent to tie future. f ever 
we cease áoíng so, we áo ít because exyeríence ias taugit 
us tiat tiís route wí{{ iarm us aná wí{{ not {eaá to tie goa(, 
but wí{{ ín fact take usfurtier away from ít. Tiís effort 
wiíci ias now become necessary wí{{ not extená beyonci 
our exyeríence aná ínsígit, iowever . .lná tiat ís wiy, 
wien conltíons ciange, {etiargy's áemans are a{ways 
renewe; aná a{{ iuman yoetry aná enáeavor from tien o 
ís aímeá at recreatíng tie ínterruyteá tranquífíty, anci 
arrangíng tie tiíngs arouná oneseJ to aciíeve tiís ená. 
Tie {etiargíc aná {azy man's yií{osoyiy ís base á on tie 

funáamenta{ yríncp{e tiat everytiíng tiat ínterruyts 
íá{eness aná tranquííty ís ba, aná tiat actívíty ítseJ s 
on{y gooá to tie extent tiat ít enab{es yeoy{e to avoíi aC 
subsequent exertíons . .lccorlng to tie system of tie íi� 
aná sensuous, tranquífíty ís an ená ín ítse, aná a{{ 
actívíty ís a means to aciíeve tranquífíty. 

So if everyone were {ejt to tieír natura{ teniencí , t 
tiey were cayab{e of áoíng wiatever tiey fíke, aná aC 
externa{ círcumstances were avaí{ab{e to tiem to acfií v 
tiís ená-no iuman beíng on earti wou{á work. EveryorH 
wou{á iep tiemse{ves, wítiout a e are ín tie wor{á. 
Tranquífíty aná sensuous y{easure wou{á be tie be-a{{ a n d  
en-a{{ for iumaníty, aná work wou{á be tie g·reate t O' 11 
evífs. Tiís ís yroven by tie ínsoucíance ani arbitrar in 
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n uges, cfiífren, anda{{ yeoy{e wítfi fítt{e exyeríence. It ís 
1 \ ( 'n proven 6y tfie carefree attítudes of great andwea{tfiy 
l lí 'c�p{e. Because ít s exact{y tiís tfiat yeoy{e feem tfie 
1 1 1  t ',t est advantages of yower and money, tfiat neítfier rícfi 
l ll ' t�p{e nor yowerju{ yeoy{e need wori 6ut can yurciase or 
fo� ·e servíce from otfiers. 

Tie orígína{ system of sensualty and íá{eness must 
1 / 1 ( 1 . efore 6e áue for cfiange and ímyrovement, 6ecause íts 
1 1 t ' Umstances are comy{ete{y avaí{a6{e to no one. Tiís 
1 1 1 1 ' ases our seríes of ayyetítes, 6ut tfie goa{ ítseJ and tfie 
t I 'U >n remaín uncfianged. .tnyone wio fías lved some 
1 (ml' ín tiís wor{d lscovers to tfieír annoyance tfiat . 
1 ' ' l a ín means,yreyaratíons, and ínstítutíons are necessary 
1 1 1  a ·li íeve y{easure and tranquílty. In tfiís way, tfiey 
t l f \'CO 1er good tfiíngs yrevíous{y uninown to tfiem, wfien 
1 1 1 1 '  ,. ' t fúngs serve as means to tfieír en, to íá{eness. from 
l lr �· poínt on, tfiey understand tfiat eítfier tfiey must earn 
1 1 1 1 ' co{{a6oratíon, reyect, and {ove of tfieír je{{ow fiuman 
l 1  1 114 · tfirougfi ayyroyríate conáuct, or tfiey must succeed 
1 1 1  1 UY fiasíng or forcíng otfiers ' servíces. from tfiís yoínt 
1 1 1 1 ,  , lc  Iaím, yower, and wea{tfi ayyear to 6e very great 
1 / 1 1 1 1� \', a nd tfie system of am6ítíon, gree, and tfie tfiírst for 
1 10 we Y xyanás and corrects tfie moralty of {etfiargy to tfie 
1 o l l l  tiat  everytfiíng tfiat generates acc{aím, money, or 
1 11 1 we Y ís good and yermítte, 6ut tfiat contemyt, yoverty, 
t l l l 1 f ' f ie(PCessness are very great evíCs. from fiere on,yeoy{e 's 
I I'I  na t íons are toward tfiese means. We do not {ove tfiem 
f• 1 t h r íy own saie. We {ove our own o6jectíve, unímyeáeá 
1 1l1 '1 l ,Y , ín tfiem, untí{ {a ter reversas ín our ayyetítes 
1 t l ll'e u t o  forget our o6jectíve and e.g. desíre money or 
/ ( \ 1  / l c t íons desyíte tfie fact tfiat we fiave never enjoyeá tfie 

1 1 1 1 1  \'C ' tf u n es of tfiem. 
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No matter liow mucli acc{aím, yower, and wea{ti 
can act as means to unímyeded y Ce asure, stí{{ ít ís yossíG{e 
to conceíve of a dfferentíatíon Getween tliese means. Some 
of tliem yromíse quíck and direct gratfícatío, and otliers 
requíre more efort to acliíeve and tlius, tlianks to our 
ínítía{ and yersístent tendency toward íd{eness, tliey are 
souglit after {ess often or on{y ín tlie aGsence of a{{ ese . s 
resu{t of tliís system, yeoy{e yrefer yower aGove a{{ ese. 
Next, tliey íncúne toward wea{ti; and ínner veneraGíúty 
or servíce wí{{ Ge tlie {ast of tlieír oGjectíves. 

Of a{{ tlie means wliícli liumans can use to quícé{y 
reacli tlie unímyeded enjoyment of tlieír yowers, none 
seems to yromíse as mucli quíck and wídesyread 
gratifícatíon a s  y o w e r .  .nd tliereín úe tlie ayyarent 
maín advantage and desíraGíúty of liígli Gírtli and orígin. 
saíd tliat s e e m s to Ge tlie case. Because ín actuaúty, 
uyon c{ose examínatíon, tliís Gúning yretense ís greatCy 
dimíníslie. 

Tous ces granás seígneurs-{d ne sont jamaís 
y{aísants, 
Js n'ont yas Caír joyeux, ífs attrístent {es gens; 
Comme ís sont toujours Gíen, {eur joye est tout s 
Vous ne {es voyez y{us jeter une rísée. 
I{ {eur faudroít du ma{ et du travaí{ yar foís. 
j r e s s e t ín Sídney. .ct. J. Se. 8. 

Desyíte tliís, tliere ís notliíng on eartli tliat yeopú 
yursue so yersístent{y and so uníversa{{y as yower. ot 
ís as desyísed as weakness and {ack of strengtli. Tlier 
notliíng tliat yeoy{e wí{{ {ower tliemse{ves as mucli for, w l  
forget tlieír entíre wortli for, wí{{ try so liar{ to p{eas 
as yower. BaGes ín tlieír crad{es a{ready gíve comman �· 
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t li rougfi tfieír screams. \ná a{{ tie áeeás of our uves are 
"Ot'fi í ng more tian so many attemyts to evaáe weakness 
m-aciíeve some tyye of yower. Everyone wio fias 

t t l  aáy won some yower wants to Jecome mígitíer stí{[ 

Quí no{unt occíáere quemquam; 
Posse vo{unt . 
L u c a n. 2  

Tiís {ove of yower aná tfiírst for mastery 
, ¡; ncmstrates ítseJ ín tie most varíeá ways. Tfie fírst 
l<•ments are tfie wísies for freeáom aná ínáeyenáence so 

mt t u: ra{ to every fiuman beíng-fiorror of oyyressíon aná 
la ery. Tfiose wfio are free are not contenteá wítfi tfiat. 

' / IC y  t ake ít a stey furtfier. Tfiey want to command. 
' 1 i l  ' í t u s saíá 

�e {íJertatís et, sí exuíssent servítíum, cuyíáíne 
ímyerítanáí. 

'1 \ 1 1  many an agítatíon for tfie rígfits of man, agaínst tfie 
1 1 ,  t o¡a,nce aná ínjustíces of tie great, agaínst abuse of 
l ' l lf yower, many a sermon yreacfieá for to{erance aná 
f t  ílN{( Jm of tiougit, are áone for no more noJ{e reason tfian 
1 1 1  / ( Juná one 's own ru{e on tfie ruíns of exístíngyower. 
( 1 1  ,. s u t r a r í u s saíá, accoráíng to T a e í t u s ,  

'U t ímyeríum evertant, {íJertatem yraeferunt: Sí 
. P  -verterínt, {íJertatem ysam aágreáíentur. 

' 1 1 <  a{. aá exyeríence sfiows tiat tiose wfio tfiírst most 
/• t JOW r a re tfie most entfiusíastíc áefenáers of refígíous 

'I III I IN iutor's  note: Thc author appears to have confused Lucan w i th Juvenal. 
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and yofítíca{ to{erance. 

Js osent s 'en vanter; maís {eur feínte justíce, 
Leur ayre austéríté que ríen ne yeut gagner. 
Nest dans ces coeurs liautaíns que {a soif de regner. 
Leur orgueí{ fou{e aux yíefs ' orgueí{ du díademe, 
Js ont brísé {e joug your Címyoser eux-memes. 
Je notre Úberté ces í{{ustres vengeurs, 
\rmés your {a défendre, en sont {es oyyresseurs. 
B r u t u s. \ct . Se. 4· 

Once ít ías f{ared uy, tliís tendency wí{{ 
metamoryliose ínto a{{ sorts of forms and know no fímíts. lt 
manifests ítseJ at every {eve{ of cu{ture and ín every e s , 

ín íts own way. But ít becomes {ouder and more ímyetuous 
tlie c{oser ít comes to íts goa[ \nd liow y{eased tiese 
greater and {esser yowers tliat be are wítli tlieír game aná 
tlie way tiey comport tiemse{ves yroduces one of tie 
strangest syectac{es. Couf great men tiunder as ]ove 
iímseJ does, ]ove wou{d ne 'er be quíet. for every ye{tíng, 
yetty ofícer wou{d use iís ieaven for tiunder; notiíng 6u 
tiunder. -But man, yroud man! Jrest ín a fítt{e bríef 
autioríty; most ígnorant of wiat ie 's most assur'd. fs 
g{assy essence,-fíke an angry aye. T{ays suci fantastíc 
trícks befare iígi ieaven as make tie anges weey, wio1 
wíti our sy{eens wou{d a{{ tiemse{ves {augi marta[ 

M e a s  u r e  f o r M e a s  u r e. \ct I. Se. 22. 

Tius, notiíng ís defended as stubborn{y and wítñ 
suci se-sacrifíce, and notiíng resemb{es tie goa{ of o·ur 
desíres, unímpeded actívíty, as c{ose{y as a iígi degr o 
yower. Tven tie desíre to ioard uy treasure not 
ínfrequent{y turns out to be tliís otlier tendency. 

1 1 6 



I{ est tant de traítants, qu'on voít deyuís {a guerre 
En modernes seígneurs sortír e dessous terre, 
Qu'on ne s 'étonne y{us, qu'un faquaís, qu'un yíedy{at 
De sa víeí{{e mantí{{a acfiete un marquísat. 
L e J o  u e u r. .tct . Se. 5· 

Tiat wfiíci {eaás to yower, secures yower, and gíves 
1 ower a more so í( foundatíon tfius seems good and 
l ll '  rmíssí6{e to us. Increasíng tieír ínj{uence and assertíng 
t Ir mse{ves; tfie art of usíng otfiers as so many toos; wiat 
I IN  cou( ca{{ íausser son etre-tfiís and tfiís a{one ayyears 
t o  e true c{everness,yerfectíon, and wísdom to yeoy{e wfio 
/J(• . ve tfiey know tfie wor{á. In tfieír eyes, wiat are fionor, 
V t ue, merít, and {earníng, wítfiout yower? 

.tfif víve un grand seígneur! tout rít a son asyect; 
Tout j{étrít devant {u; tout est your son usage. 
Le y{us sot, s 'í{ est gran, est un grand yersonage. 
L e s T fi í [ a m o u r e u x. Se. J . .tct JI. 

But 6ecause tfiere can on{y 6e a few wfio are very 
1 oweru, 6ecause tfiere iave to be su6orinated yeoy{e on 
wlwm tfie great ones can exyress and demonstrate tfieír 
/ ltnver, tfiís yatfiway to uníyeded actívíty wí{{ a{ways 
1 '11 a ín c{osed to tfie greater yart of a{{ fiumaníty. On tfie 
1 11 hf !  r fian, tfiere exíst two otfier roas, 6otfi of wfiícfi are 
t 1 •en more frequent{y. Jfe wfio cannot 6e fírst tríes at 
/; • (.\' 1 t o  6e fírst or Second after tfie yerson wfio ís fírst. 
' 1 /H1 e are a{ways yeoy{e wfio try to 6ecome great 6y · 
1 (N I · íng tfiose wfio are a{ready great. 

ofít fiíc reges, a{cet ut omnes 
1'eráatque afíquos nu{{umque {evet. 
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Tantum ut noceat cuyít esse yotens. 
S e n e e a ín ferc. oet . .lct J. 

Tiat ís wiy every great yerson ís j{anked 6y ví{enes 
and j{attery, and ít ís most{y tie {ower c{asses wio syoí{ tie 
iígier and maíntaín tie great ones ' ar6ítrary usage of 

yower so as to 6e a6{e to use yower ar6ítrarí{y ín tieír own 
syieres. To fínd out wiat sort of yeoyfe and wiat cianges 
ín yeoy{e 's mora{ 6eiavíor tiís generates, I refer m y 
readers to Montesquíeu's S y í r í t o f L a  w s ,  í n t i e 
t i í r d 6 o o k , f í f t i e i a y t e r:) Tiís yortraít can 
seem tiat muci more 6eyond susyícíon 6ecause ít was 
created 6y a man of tie wor{d wiose ínsígit and exyerts 
are dou6ted 6y no one. 

Tie second route taken 6y an ímyeded {ove of yow r 
ís tie yati of r í e i e s. Becase wea{ti, too, yrovídes a typ 
of yower. It ís yeriays tie fírst and most ímyortant 
comyonent of yower. Wioever ís ríci, very ríci, can do 
anytiíng. 

Quíconque est rície, est tout. Sans sagesse í{ est sage. 
I{ a, sans ríen savoír, {a scíence en yartage. 
I{ a Cesyrít, {e coeur, {e méríte, {e rang, 
La vertu, {a va{eur, {a lgníté, {e sang. 
I{ est aímé de grans, í{ est cierí des 6e{{es. 

L'ambition dans l'oisiveté, la bassesse dans l 'orgueil, le désir de s'enri hlr  
sans travail, l 'aversion pour la vérité, la latterie, la trahison, la peridi 
l 'abandon de tous ses engagements, le mépris des devoirs du citoyen, la rll 
de la vertu du prince, l 'espérance des ses foiblesses, et plus que tout cclu, 1 
ridicule pepeua! jeté sur la vertu, forment, je crois, le caractere du pl us •n 
nombre des courtisans marqué dans tous les lieux et dans tous le ten1ps . Or 1 1 
est tres-mal-aisé que la plupart des principaux d'un état soient mal-honn t 1 
gens; et que les inférieurs soient trompeurs, et que ceux-ci consentent \ n '  1 
que dupes. 
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]amaís sur Cíntendant ne trouva de crue{{es. 
L 'or meme a a {aídeur donne un teínt de 6eauté: 
laís tout devíant afreux avec {a yauvreté. 
B o í {e a u. Sat. YII. 

What a vast fíe{d thís oyens to human actívíty, how 
tlfl new ínterest, c{ass, trade aríses after another, how 

HO e and more thíngs acquíre va{ue, how the yathways to 
/la �íness and yeaceju{ y{easure 6ecome more and more 
( 10'1 used and convo{utef, what a change thís causes ín 
fl lOp{e 's 6eúefs and 6ehavíor; how cfever these many new 
t f l' l vítíes and yrosyects are at jí{íng uy a yerson's entíre 
\ f iU{-everyone ín the who{e wor{d has seen somethíng of 
1 1 1 \', t hanks to common exyeríence. It my hoye that thís 
t 1 1 w í{{ make ít c{earer stí{[ 

Wea{th yrotects you from every future and yresent 
/ 1 1  •J. J t  {ets yeoy{e enjoy a{{ yossí6{e goos; ín thís way ít 
1 1 1 1  · t he  Lowest and the fíghest ínto the same c{ass; ít gíves 
• ' y human a degree of índeyendence and even ínj{uence 
IH I  (power; ít creates yosítíons of honor and hígh staning. 
'1 \ t' y thíng that yeoy{e can seek and desíre down here ís 
fOI 1 á i n  the yossessíon of money.-It ís no wonder, then, 
t ll i l l  money remaíns to thís fay the wors ído{ anf 
1 1 1 ( ' t J I  e · t cfrívíng force; that a{{ human actívíty revo{ves 
1 1 1  t nl ná thís yoínt; that the fesíre to enrích oneseJ ís so 
t t  1 t ' .\' ' t í6{y attractíve to yeoy{e that yoverty ayyears the 
U o �·t of a{{ evífs to rích aná yoor aúke. Of a{{ the fesíra6{e 
1 1 ny · on earth, none ís so c{ever as to gratify our 
1 / t i  U n í ng wíshes as we{[ Thus nothíng efse ayyears to 6e 
l llíJ ufl lm.ate goa{ of a{{ human actívíty so much as great 
1 í ' l l f l ' o·r money. 

moraúty of those yeoy{e who want to 6ecome 
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ríci be cause tiey se e unenlng yossíbífítíes ín tie yossessíon 
of wea{ti tius cannot be of tie iígiest and nob{est tyye. 

Lucrí odor bonus ex quafíbet re. 

Tiís maxím seems to be tie stímu{atíng yríncy{e beiínd 
every síng{e one of tieír actíons. Wioever lscovers so 
muci good ín money can {et no oyyortuníty yass by to 
acquíre as muci money as quíckiy as yossíb{e. Tiey wí{{ 
uníniíbíted{y ígnore every consíderatíon . tnd tianks to 
tie {etiargy ínierent ín a{{ iuman beíngs, tie majoríty wí 
a{ways yrefer tie more ígnob{e but quícker yatis to rície , 
wiere no otier counterba{ancíng forces are ín efect . 

.t motier tiís ug{y bears even ugfíer cií{dren. for 
greed ioards treasures eítier wíti tie íntentíon of never 
ejoyíng tiem, wiíci [eads to míserfíness, or ít co{{ects 
tiíngs for tie yuryose of y{easure and ín tiís way becom · 

tie we{syríng of wasteju{ness, sensuaíty, vaníty, and 
{uxury; or, {ast{y, tie ríci use tie fortune tiey iave 
scrayed togetier as a means to enab{e tiem to transítíon t 
a iígier c{ass, to a {arger syiere of efectíveness, to 
íncrease tieír ínj{uence and tie scoye of tieír yower. 

De ces iommes nouveaux c 'est {a Cambítíon, 
L 'avaríce est d'abord{eur grandyassíon, 
Maís ís ciangent 'objet, des qu'e{{e est satísfaít 
Et courent {es ionneurs, quand {a fortune est faít , 
L e g {o r í e u x. 

In any case, yeoy{e wio use tieír co{{ected ens o 
nob{er and more reasonab{e ends, wio do not deteríoratl' 
a resull of tie accumu{atíon of tieír wea{ti, are a rar 
event ín tiís wor{. 
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Tlie noJ{est, or at {east tlie {east famagíng, route to 
weaiti, yower, anf tlius aso to unímyefe{ y{easure wou{{ 
nllsyutaJ{y Je tlie yati of lionor anf merít, if on{y tiís 

JICl t li a{ways {e{ saje{y to tiat goa{ anf if on{y tlie 
\' ¡n ícance of tliat wliíci earns ionor anf resyect were 
le · · a:rJítrary anf erratíc; Jut Jecause a{{ resyect anf 
ll lmor feyenf on tie oyíníons of otiers, wio jufge yeoy{e 
more Jy ayyearances, ínevítaJ{y a{{ true anf reasonaJ{e 
do ' lre for ionor fegenerates ínto mere ayyearances anf 
VH n íty, anf yeoy{e are {e { astray Jy tlie moof of tlieír 
t'on t emyoraríes, out of resyect for wliíci tiey are more 
1 /la n  íncfínef to lstínguísli tliemse{ves tirougli frívofítíes 
tl.· t rfCes anf yerform feefs more gfíttery tlian tru{y 
lfOO. 

Tliís, tlien, as we{{ as cou{{ Je fescríJe[ ín so Jríef a 
' 1  tH€, ayyears to Je tie centeryoínt arounf wiícli a{{ 
11 1 1ma: n actívíty lias revo{ve, uy to anf ínc{ulng tlie 
1 1 1  r '  n t  fay. Tlie tragícomíc syectac{e of our fíves, ín yart 
l 1 1  L lfJiab{e, ín yart írrítatíng, ís yut togetlier of tliese 
l f l/l ráíents. for tlieír sake, we víe at liatíng, yersecutíng, 
1111 1 )'!), míng, s{anferíng, murferíng, anf yersecutíng [sc] 
l t l l 1  ,otlier; we want to fíve sensuous{y anf cofortaJCy, 
V' · Ma n t to be marve{e{ at anf lionore, we yí{e uy 
1 1  ' t i  '' U r s, anf want to ru{e over otliers-a{{ for tlie yuryose 
• '/ /ll1 t t lng, one way or anotlier, to tlie fína{ common goa{ 
t / 1 1 1 1  w a{ fesíre, unímyefe{ actívíty. 

JJe ause every liuman Jeíng lias an ínfuJítaJ{e ríglit 
f t l  1 11 \' l na{, common oJjectíve, ínfeef Jecause we Jecome 
Wlí• t cl1<'á ·if we a're unaJ{e to acliíeve ít or fínf ourse{ves 
1 1• t 1 1fJ · U'rt,er away rom ít, one of tlie fírst anf most 
1 1' I I «Wu { o6gat íons fo r eve·ry yerson s to comyete for ít. 
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.lnd if tiere are no otier means to tiís end exceyt tiose 
named aGave, tien ít ís tie duty of every iuman Geíng to 
Gecome as sensuous, {azy, greedy, amGítíous, vaín, and 
domíneeríng as yossíG{e; and ít s just as muci every man's 
duty to act as tie nature and yuryose of sensuafíty, 
{azíness, amGítíon, gree, and tie tiírst for yower deman. 
.lnd tiere are as many systems of etiícs and oGfígatíons s 
tiere are ardent víewyoínts. It jo{{ows tiat every iuman 
Geíng ís actíng ín a good andjust manner, Gecause tiey ar 
actíng as forced to Gy suci an oGjectíve, tiey are usíng tie 
means tiat {ead to tiat en. 

3ut, if tiís iayyens, tien notiíng cou{djustifíaG{y 6 
deemed Rígit or Wrong. Instead of aciíevíng unímyeáeá 

y{easure, tie quantíty and conjfíctíng nature of tie 
ínterests wou{d create contraictíon, iscor, and quarre , 
No one wou{d aciíeve iís goa, a{{ means wou{d Gecome 
oGstac{es, and wierever Everyone was, to tie greatest 
degree, enjoyíng Cife, fívíng sensuous{y, staning out aGov 
tie crow, yífíng uy wea{ti, and wantíng to ru{e over ti 
rest-tiere No One wou{d fíve comfortaG{y, No One wou{d 
Ge ionore, no man wou{{je yowerju{ or ríci, 
fundamenta{{y. In otier words, tiere tiose leans wou{á 
ceas e Geíng leans Gecause tiey wou{d iamyer unímye4 á 
y{easure ratier tian yromote ít. It ís tius ímyossíG{e for 
tie morafíty of tiese yassíons to Ge tie true morafíty. 
Wea{ti, acc{aím, and yower can tius Ge great means, 6u t 
not uníversa{ ones; tiey cannot Ge iumankínas iígie t a n 
greatest goods, cannot Ge tie on{y way to aciíeve 
unímyeded actívíty. 

Díeu, quí nous a rangés sous áiferentes {oís, 
Peut faíre autant aieureux, non yas autant é RO( , 

Y o  {t a í r e. 

1 22 



To acfiíeve tiís en{, ít seems aEso{ute{y necessary 
t ha t a{{ tie áemans maáe Ey tiese varíous yassíonate 
1 10 n ts of víew Ee moáerated aná reáuceá to tfie áegree at 
wfi í fi tfiey start to Ee more to{eraEfe . tná tiís ís tie fírst 
1da e wiere a system of etfiícs wou{á ín fact fiave fírst 
l'f-4 neá tfie rígfit to tfiat name, wou{á actua{{y Eegín. 

Tiere are iowever on{y two means to Eríng aEout 
t I r �· moáeratíon wítiout wiícfi no morafíty ís conceívaE{e. 
1 1  1ayyens eítier Eecause yeoy{e Eecome convínceá tfiat a{{ 
t 11 · gooá tiíngs-yower, fionor, wea{ti, sensuous y{easure 
1 1  N íá{eness-áo not fiave fiígfi va{ue, aná ayyear to Ee of a 
IOW'Y tyye, or ít fiayyens Eecause yeoy{e must unáerstaná 
. í' t íme tfiese urges exyress tfiemse{ves tfiat moáeratíon 
( \  � Ir  ssary j e e a u s e í t í s j e t t e r  t o e n  j o  y 
Hl m t fi í ng t fi a n  t o  e nj o y  n o t i í n g a t  a {{. 
l 1 m u t 6e aE{e to {ose ín oráer to Ee a6{e to wín from 

1 I IWI ñ r síáe, to Ee aE{e to enjoy wfiat remaíns after our 
- .� (f·s, ·rfíce tiat muci more yure{y aná sans ástractíon. 
'·\ (( moáeratíon aná morafíty ín tfiís {atter system wou{á 
t I I tH · t í{ 6e 6aseá on tfie cravíng for y{easure, Eut aso tie 
l 1 1 a á assocíateá wíti aná sieer ímyossíEífíty of enjoyíng 
t \ 1 1 1  \ t i íng. Tfiís morafíty wou{á tfius on{y Ee Eíning to tie 

1 t ' '1 t t ia t tis founátíon contínueá to exíst. 

Wi ícfi of tfiese two ways of tiínkíng couf more 
' , ¡  a1(1 6·ríng aEout true aná {ong-{astíng moáeratíon, on 
' 11 l 'fi o· t liese two yatfis cou{á a system of etfiícs Ee 

/1 l l l l ti(,d' t t a t  wou{á6e 6íningfor a{{fiuman 6eíngs at a{{ 
1 1 1 1 1 1' '' a n  u nder a{{ círcumstances? s soon as ít 6ecomes 
' '' � h ' t o  name some gooá tiíngs, áou6t{ess tfie Eetter 
� ( Nn w l{{ d'eyend on wfiíci of tfiose gooá tfiíngs are of a 

IHifl r t 1  l , wfií li áeyená {ess on tlie círcumstances, an{, 
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ín otier wor.s, wiíci ones are of unciangíng va[ue. 

Suci gooá tiíngs wí[[ exíst wien we iave a state of 
afaírs ín wiíci no aávantage can 6e gaíneá tirougi any 
earti[y wea[ti, áístínctíons, aná yower; ín wiíci tiey 
áefíver on none of tieír yromíses; wien, I say, we iave a 
state ínto wiíci none of tiese goos can 6e 6rougit; wiere 
entíre[y áJerent tiíngs are accoráeá va[ue. 

We wí[[ iave suci a state of afaírs wien yeoy[e start 
tiínkíng of iumaníty as a creature tiat ís goíng to 
enáure. ·) Tie conceyt of a future tius ís tie most efectíve 
means for reáucíng tie áemans of tie yassíons, aná for 
tiís reason ít can never 6e seyarateá from morafíty 
wítiout áísaávantage. In morafíty, wiíci ís founáeá on 
6efíej ín aná tie convíctíon of our contínuatíon, a[[ tiese 

yassíonate yuryoses take on a very áJerent va[ue, vía tli 
jo[[owíng y[aín aná very símy[e íáea: 

Ce[a, est 6on áans [e monáe. Maís je vaís áans un ya ' 
ou tout ce[a ne me servíra guere. 

Wiat cianges ín yeoy[e 's ways of tiínkíng aná 6eiavíng 
wí[[ resu[t ín tiese yoínts of víew meríts áemonstratíon. 
Tiís examínatíon ís tie more necessary 6ecause tiís s tñe 
crucía[ yoínt wiere etiícs seyarates ínto íts two maín 
6rancies. 

11 y a deux mondes, l 'un, ou l 'on séjoume peu, et dont l 'on dolt 
sortir, pour n'y plus rentrer; l 'autre, ou l 'on doit bientót entrer, pour n' n 
jamais sortir. La faveur, l 'autorité, la haute réputation, les grands bien S rv 

·. pour le premier monde; le mépris de toutes ces choses sert pour le se ond, 1 1  
s 'agit de choisir. 

L a  B r u 
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.t{tliougi a liuman's greatest good can 6e no otlier, ín 
a n y  system, tian tlie unímyeded enjoyment of liís or lier 
f. owers, nevertlie{ess reason and exyeríence demand we 

: rentíate 6etween tliese yowers. Some of tliem tlie wor{d 
i'Onsíders to 6e liíglier ín nature, and ayyrecíates more. 
( )t i rs are {ower ín nature. Tlie yower tliat lscovers tliese 
/1 aven{y {aws, or tliat draws uy cliaríta6{e desígns to 
ben ifít entíre natíons and regíons of tlie wor, and tlie 
fJOWer tliat lgests foo, or generates iumorous ídeas, are 
1 u{y yowers of extreme{y varíed tyye; anda yerson wlio 
1 oíces on{y ín iís iea{tiy dígestíve system certaín{y 
l' 't n not 6e yut on tie same {eve{ as tfie mínd of a 
� o r a t e s, L e í 6 n í t z, N e w t o n, o r f r í e d r í e i 
1 w íti regard to iís yerfectíon or 6{essedness. Tie 
f L4 C' t íon tius arses: Wat iuman yowers deserve to 6e 

11 'V n yrecedence a6ove tie otiers wien tie urge aríses for 
un lmyeded enjoyment? Tie {ow ones or tie iígi ones? 

Tiís questíon gíves tie o6ject of m y examínatíon a 
l l l ' W and more fejíned form. Tie questíon ís ratier: í s 
11 l 'm a n í  t y 's g r e a t e s t g o o , u n í  m y e de d 
1 11 J o y m e n t, y a r t o f a s e n s o r y o r a 
m e n t a { e n j o  y m e n t ? Or, one and tie same an, to 
l l t l  liame, a{ready toucied on a6ove: J o i u m a n s 
1 11 n k í n o r de r t o e a t, o r do t i e y e a t í n 
' ' á e r t o t i í n k ?  W i í e i o f t i e t w o í s t i e 
1 ' u r y o s  e ?-Jfere tie answer must vary, deyenlng on 
wlle t ,e r  one consíders a iuman to 6e a mere{y teyorary 
1 1 n act a yerennatíng creature. 

If liumaníty s not destíned for contínuatíon, a{{ 
me n t a{ enjoyment can 6e notiíng 6etter or more no6{e tian 
1 1  ml'ans to enjoy one 's sensory exístence as secure{y andas 
/ONfJ as yossíb{e. 
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Tiís earti[y [ije, tie on[y [ije tiere ís, tius becomes tie so[e 
aná iígiest yuryose, aná obvíous[y yeoy[e on[y tiínk for 
tie yuryose of eatíng. f tiís suyyosítíon were true, even tie 
wísest cou[á áemaná notiíng better tian to e are for a boáy 
on wiose conltíon aná áuratíon a[[ ese áeyenás . .Anytiína 
oyyoseá to tiís fírst of a[[ yuryoses, anytiíng tiat áestroys 
or ianlcays our yiysíca[ exístence, or acce[erates íts 
lsíntegratíon by even a síng[e moment, ís tru[y íjuríous 
aná eví[ Notiíng can exíst tiat ís more ínjuríous, aná ít 
ayyears ínconceívab[e tiat any iumans cou[á exíst wio 
cou[á beúeve ín tieír own áestructíon aná yet sacrifíce · 
tieír uníque, yríce[ess úves for otiers, or even for tieír 
iome[aná. 

'Et.ou -.vovro; yx .ttXJT�J 'vpt. M orto ío, mort í[ 
monáo, tyres moí [e áé[uge-

or iowever ese tie mígity [anguage ías sounáeá tirougli 
tie ages of yeoy[e ímpuáent enougi to tiínk tiemse[ves 
a[one tie yuryose of a[[ creatíon. Tiís must be tie secret 
wísi aná tiougit of a[[ yeoy[e as soon as tieír exístence 
be comes enáangere. for of a[[ tie yenítents on tiís earti, 
none áeserve to be c[ayyeá ín ciaíns more tian unbeúev r • 
wio rísk tieír own úves. •) s soon as tiís [ije becomes ti 

A daring Infidel 
Of all earth's madmen, most deserves a chain.­
Who tells me he denies his soul immortal, 
What e'er his boast has told me 
His duty 'tis to lo ve himself alone.-
Die for thy country, thou romantic fool! 
Seize, seize the plane thyself, and Jet her sink: 
Thy country? what to thee?-The godhead, what? 
(1 speack with awe!)  tho' he should bid thee bleed? 
Tf, with thy blood, thy final hope is spi lt, 
Nor can omnipotence reward the blow, 
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l l t l ly  Cife, notiíng ís worti more tian tiís Cife; and deati ís 
t /1 1' greatest of a{{ evís . .t{{ goods tiat serve to yro{ong our 
f 'Lence or make Cife more y{easant and 6eara6{e tius 
lh•I'Ome goods tiat cannot 6e 6ougit too dear{y . .tnd ín 
1 1 1 1 1  l 'ast, yoverty, í{{ness, weakness, and contemyt wou{d 6e 
1 t•O I  a nd very great evís; every iuman 6eíng wou{d iave 
1 1 1  do üs utmost to avoíd tiem. Satísfy your must urgent 
11 ' • i\· , y{easure a{{ your senses, and syare yourseJ every 
U l l /  �a ant sensatíon as muci as yossí6[e.-To iave tie 
1 1 t  H t success ín aciíevíng tiís wou{d 6e tie on{y true 
W (\'dom Cfe ias to offer; anytiíng ese wou{d 6e fooúsi. 
'1(1' 1 'On and understanfíng are certaín{y iuman 
1 1 1  a n t ages and goods, 6ut tiey wou{d on{y iave 6een 

1 f t n t o us to ena6{e us to fístínguísi 6etween good and 
\ · (, notíce tie re{atíonsiíys 6etween matters and suci a 

' t 1  ' t ive nature, assert ourse{ves, and maníyu{ate 
1 / 1 l '�,mstances and yeoy{e suci tiat tie {atter 6ecome 
f iH 'f n d to yromote our y{easure, or 6e tie toos of our 
l l l l e n t íons;for tiís reason a{one wou{diumans 6e 
1 •'t J Wn íng creatures, wíti tie yower of ímagínatíon. 

T'rue, tiís does not ru{e out a{{ yossí6íúty of 
m11dé raJíon, justíce, and vírtue. Even wítiín tiís system 
1 / 1 1' (J xís ts more tian one reason to 6e an ionest and even 
1f 1 Ira ríta6{e man. for, on tie strengti of tiís system, a{{ 
W ,. o m wou{d fíe ín tie art of yrotracted enjoyment, and 
t l l l ly  L iose wio yractíce moderate enjoyment can yractíce 
1 ' 1  11 a · ted enjoyment. loderatíon of tie ayyetítes, and tie 
1 1 1 1 1  l a t ían of tie yassíons, wou{d tius 6e, even ín tie system 
• •/ m ort afíty, ínfísyensa6{e vírtues . .tnd wiere moderatíon 

\' l �· . oundatíon exsts on wiíci you can 6uí{d uy a 

n d 11 r; preserve thy being; d i sobey. 

Y o u n  g. 
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comy{ete system of etiícs. �ut a{{ tiís vírtue and moraaty 
wien examíned more c{ose{y yroves to be notiíng but a 
refíne, yrotracted sensuaaty, a vírtue dríven by tie desír 
for {onger yeríos of sensory y Ce asure. It ís true tiat, ín ti 
way, tie coarser sensuaaty ja{s away, but tie eyícurean, 
refíned system of sensuaaty tiat turns reason and vírtue 
ínto means to an en{, and subordínates a{{ tiougit to 

yiysíca{ sensatíon-tiís tyye of sensuaaty remaíns an 
unavoídab{e consequence. fere, arbítraríness and iígi­
iandedness are amíte{, too, andjustíce and resyect for tie 
rígits of otiers must aso be víewed as vírtues ín tiís 
system. �ut tiey are on{y vírtues tiat tie weai need wiís 
tiey remaín weai. for a{{ otiers ín a yosítíon to be unjust 
wítiout íncurríng yunísiment, no bons exst tiat wou{á 
be strong enougi to amít tieír tyranny. Tiere ís even {ess 
reason wiy anyone above a{{ consíderatíon and obstac{es 
wou{d vo{untarí{y amít tieír own arbítraríness, wítiout 
beíng forced to do so . ..{{ conceyts of Rígit andWrong 
wou{d tius, as a resut of tiís system, remaín tie vaín, 
use{ess ínventíons of tie Weai. Tiey are tie resu{t of 
vo{untary renuncíatíon and conventíon for tie yuryose o 
yara{yzíng tie yower of stronger yeoy{e. Peoy{e wou{á 
abstaín from ínjustíce so as not to iave to suffer ínjustíc t 
turn. ...nd a{{ obagatíon to beiave just{y wou[ 
ímmedíate{y vanísi as soon as tie reason, tie fruít of 
reyayment ín turn, vanísied as we{[ In tiís system, tie 
íáea{ of a{{ yerfectíon wou{d tius be tie condítíon ín wií li 

yeoy{e fínd tiemse{ves ab{e to be ujust wítiout beíng 
yunísie. 

Meaus, yejus, yrosít, obsít, ní{ vídere, nísí quoá {uJ t. 

fe wio can do tiís wou{d be tie iayyíest and most y r' l' t 
yerson of a{[ 
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In tlie system of eyícurean sensuafíty, on tie otlier 
l land, our reason wou{ 6e a6(e to áeve(oy to a very liígi 
1 gree. But wliy aná to wiat yuryose wou(á we áeve(oy our 
m .nás?-Eítfier to entertaín ourse(ves aná avoíá tie 
t o  L u res of ennuí, or to 6ecome ríci,yowerfu, aná 
1 ( · ected, aná consequent(y ín tiís way to attaín tie 
l t l  a ns to exyaná our sensory y(easure. Tlius, ín tie system 
1 1/ wor(á(y men or of fíne sensuafíty, you can twíst aná 
t lwn liowever you wí([ jau can 6oast of your morafíty aná 
\II IU  r seTessness as muci as you fífie, aná yet tie fína( 
1 í Hllt (eaás to a áíscovery tiat every yerson sliou(á ín 
1 ' 1  rr íy(e 6e asliameá of makíng, if soyliístry áíá not come 
t o  o u, r  aíá wítli íts wliítewasli.-.tná wliat ís tliís great 
l í � " u{t ?-Lísten to ít, yeoy{e, aná 6e yrou. .t(( vírtue, a(( 
¡ • f ' n e aná (earníng, a(( strívíng for wea(ti, ionor, aná 

III I W(I r; a(( liuman actívíty, everytliíng on Eartli tliat 
1 / JJ ?(la rs joo, jreat, aná Cliaríta6(e; 

Tutto, tutto ín que(( monáo 
ie sí fa áe 6e( et áe 6on 
í fa yer un yíatto áe ' macearon. 

f \' t lie source cíteá a6ove says: 

oY wiat can yow 'r gíve more tlian fooá aná árínk, 
T'o fíve at ease aná not 6e 6ouná to tliínk? 
'D r y áe n. 

'D syíte a(( tliís, tlie moraíty of refíneá sensuafíty, 
t' f l  /1 Ls r, u náres of {eves aná 6ranclies, ís not so(e(y tlie 

' t  11m o most wor(á(y aná 6usíness yeoy(e; ít s tlie system 
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of a{most a{{ yeoy{e, as soon as tiey take actíon. ·) .lná more 

Diess ist von den ausgebreitesten und erstaun1ichsten Fo1gen. Diess bestimmt 
1 )  den Karakter und die Denkart einzelner Menschen. Denn dieser ist 
verschieden, nachdem diese oder jene Triebfedem die herrschenden sind. Und 
er bestimmt 2) den Geist und Karakter ganzer Nationen, und Zeitalter, und 
ertheilt den Sch1üssel r ErkHirung von manchen sonderbaren 
Erscheinungen. Denn wie krat einer bestimmten Leidenschat jeder einzelne 
Mensch denkt oder hande1t, so werden auch ganze Nationen und Generation n 
handeln, wenn die Majoritat der gleichzeitigen Menschen von dieser 
Leidenschat mehr als von einer andem be1ebt und ergriffen wird. 

Diese Triebfedem bestimmen 1 )  den Karakter einzelner Menschen, 
ihre Denkart, ihre Art sich u benehmen, ihren gesellschatlichen Ton. Denn 
jede dieser Triebfedem hat einen eignen Gesichtspunkt; eine eigne Art die 
Gegenstande zu betrachten; eigene Hindemisse und Mittel; eine eigene 
Schatzung und K1assiikation der übrigen Güter. W as dem habsüchtigen 
wichtig oder gut deucht, erscheint dem ehrgeitzigen oder sinnlichen Mensch 
in einer entgegengesezten Gestalt. Da folglich hier ganz andere Erfahrungen 
gmacht, und auf einen ganz andem Zweck bezo gen werden, so konnen auch 
alle übrigen nicht anders als auf eine ganz verschiedene Art gedacht werden. 
Hier konnen aber sehr gut zwey Menschen dieselbe Handlung zu thun 
scheinen, ohne dass es in der That dieselbe Hand1ung sey. Da haben alle 
Tugenden und Laster, nach der Verschiedenheit der Gesichtspunkte, einen 
verschiedenen Grund. Die Handlungen, nach gewissen Wirkungen zu 
urtheilen, konnen gut und gemeinnützig, und der Geist welcher dieses O u te 
thut, kann von der schlechtesten Art seyn. Da, wo eine Leidenschat den Ton 
mgiebt, da sind Religion, Tugend und Wahrheit nichts weiter als Mittel zu 
einem Jeidenschatlichen Zweck, und werden insofem geschatzt, oder 
verlieren an unserer Achtung, sobald sie diesem entgegen sind. Aus diescr 
Quelle entstehen sodann alle falschen oder Scheintugenden, welche mehr 
schaden, als manche offenbare Laster, weil sie weniger bemerkt, und sogar 
nachgeahmt und bewundert werden. Diess ist es auch, was die KirchenvUt r 
wollten, wenn sie die Tugenden der Heyden, als so viele glanzende Last r 
verschrieen; diess ist die Lehre von der Falschheit der menschlichen 
Tugenden, welche in den Werken eines L a  B r u y e r e ,  L a  
R o c h e f o u c a u l d ,  H e l v e t i u s ,  B e l l e g a r d e ,  
F l e  e h i e r ,  und so vieler Anderer so anschaulich dargestel lt wird. A u 
eben dieser Ursache hat jeder Mensch so viele dringende Yeranlassung n, U 
mistrauisch gegen seine Tugend zu seyn, und eben darum darf es N iemond 
befremden, wenn unser Eifer ftir das Oute, nie oder selten, die ihm cig n 1 1  
Früchte hervorbringt. 

Die herrschenden Trieb l edern best im men aber auch 2 )  die Mo·olll.l 1 
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den Geist und Karakter einer Nation und eines Zeitalters. Sie bestimmen sogar 
den Grad der jedesmtligen AukHirung, und sind die Vorliufer und Gründe 
des herannahenden Verfalles. Denn, da die Wirkungen von ihrer Ursache 
nicht getrennt werden kinnen, so müssen auch die Wirkungen von jeder 
Leidenschaft allgemeiner werden, so bald sie selbst als die herrschende unter 
den Menschen erscheint. Da nun die leidenschatlichen Triebfedem von 
ungleicher Art sind, und einige derselben als edler, andere als unedler 
bclrachtet werden müssen; da die Sinnlichkeit und Liebe zur Bequemlichkeit 
zu den niedrigsten, die Eitelkeit und Habsucht zu den unedlem, und die 
l lcrrschsucht sammt dem Ehrgeiz zu den edlem und hohem Passionen 
gchoren; so kann es auch aufkeine Art gleichgültig seyn, welche dieser 

cidenschaften in einem gegebenen Zeitalter unter den Menschen die 
Oberhand erhalten habe. Diess giebt einen ungleich zuverlissigem Maasstab 
von dem Verfall oder der Aufnahme einer Nation oder eines Jahrhunderts, als 
die wissenschaftliche Kultur! Dieser meiner Voraussetzung zufolge, verfallt 
in Zeitalter, in welchem sich bey dem grissem Theil der Menschen die 

Triebfedern seiner Handlungen verschlimmem, und die Gesichtspunkte 
vcrengen. Der Verfall der wissenschatlichen Kultur ist dann eine spitere sehr 
nuUrliche Folge. Ein Zeitalter wird daher blühend, und eine Nation in ihrem 
F lor und Aufnahme seyn, so lang die Unterscheidungen ihren Werth nicht 
vcrl ieren, so lang es einem vemünftigen Ehrgeitz nicht an Nahrung und 
Ermunterung gebricht. Diess werden die Zeiten grosser Thaten und 
uusserordentlicher Menschen seyn. Es wird zwar in solchen Zeiten nicht an 
Stolz und Eigenliebe fehlen; aber in den Entwürfen und Gedanken des 
1 \hrgeizigen, so lang der Ehrgeiz nicht in Eitelkeit ausartet, wird immer etwas 
1rosses und Gemeinnütziges seyn, welches Achtung verdient, und man 

vcrmag nicht, nach wahrer Ehre zu streben, ohne vorzügliche Talente und 
rosse Eigenschaften zu besitzen. Der, welcher im ichten Sinne ehrgeizig ist, 

muss seiner Leidenschaft manches Opfer bringen, manche niedrige Begierde 
schlachten. Der Geschmack an sinnlicher Luft, würde, wenn er in seiner Seele 
h rrschend würde, ein H indeniss seiner Absichten werden. Die Freuden der 
Sinne konnen daher nie der Zweck seyn, welchen ein Geist, de rim gesegneten 
\ndcnken der Menschen zu leben gedenkt, sich zum nachsten Ziel seiner 
Wúnsche und Begierden macht. Jm Gegentheil, sobald der Gesichtspunkt sich 
V"rcngt, sobald jeder nur fur sich denkt, der ifentliche Geist sich vermindert, 
wcnn jeder gleichgü ltig gegen das Allgemeine Schitze haut, und sich in der 
Sinnlichkeit verliert, wenn die Begierde, die sinnl ichen Freuden des Lebens zu 

nicssen, sich al ler Stiinde bemichtigt� wenn die Eitelkeit den Ton angiebt, 
und jcder nur scheinen, glinzen, sich durch Tite!, Rang, durch die ausserl iche 
P·o ht, durch K leider und Equipagen und andere Nichtswürdigkeiten 
unl ·rscheiden wil l ,-dann verfal lt  ein so !ches Zeitalter, und der Verfal l  eilt 
rnit Hicscnschritten herbey, sobald der Wuchergeist und Habsucht ihren 

sommelten Vorrath vcrzehren, und sich in der chwclgcrey und innlichkcil  
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verlieren. Dless ist der Fall, sobald sich die Reichthümer vermehren, und die 
Begierde, u erwerben und Schitze zu hauffen, sich des grossem Theils der 
Menschen bemachtigt. Tugend und Ehre sind in solchen Zeiten nichts weitér, 
als leere N amen, und jeder, welcher sich damit noch femerhin befassen 
wollte, kann nicth anders als lacherlich erscheinen. Alle Würden und 
Ehrenstellen werden in solchen Zeiten nur insofem gesucht, als sie den 
Genuss erleichtem und vermehren. Der sinnliche Genuss wird von nun an das 
lezte Ziel aller Thatigkeit; alles, was untemommen werden soll, wird nach 
dem Ertrag und nach Geldeswerth berechnet. 

Ganz andere Wirkungen erscheinen im Gegentheil, wenn die 
Begierde nach einem hühem Grad von Einfluss und Macht, sich der 
Menschen bemachtigt. Ergreit dieser Wunsch alle Stande, so ist nicht allein 
der Verfall, sondem die Anarchie und der Umsturz aller bestehender Ordnun¡, 
das, was zunachst bevorsteht: Sind aber deren, welche nach einer 
ausgedehntem Gewalt streben, nur Einige; sind es die, in deren Handen sich 
schon bereits ein Theil der offentlichen Gewalt beindet,-die Geistlichkeit, 
oder der Adel; die Grossen eines Reichs, oder das Haus der Gemeinen:-so 
entsteht daraus ein Machtwechsel, oder Veranderung in der Verfassung, 
welche dahin abzwecken kann, das Willkührliche in der Staatsverwaltung zu 
beschranken. 

Diess alles sollte hinlanglich beweisen, dass es auf keine Art 
gleichgültig sey, welche Triebfedem in jedem Zeitalter, die allgemein 
herrschenden sind. Nichts verdient daher so sehr die Aufmerksankeit einer 
wachsamen und vemüntigen Regierung, als die jedesmalige Stimmung der 
Zeitgenossen, als u wissen, wohin eigentlich der Strohm der Zeiten treibt. 
Diese Einsicht wird zwar nicht immer den Übergang verhindem, aber sie wl 
ihn zuverlassig da, wo er  nicht verhindert werden kann, erleichtem und 
unschadlicher machen. Dass aber manche Regierungen diese Kenntniss 
grosstentheils vemachlassigen, erscheint theils aus den Folgen und 
Wirkungen, welche erscheinen, theils aus den Mitteln, deren man sich 
bedienen will, um gewissen Übeln zu steuem. Es erscheint noch deutlicher 
daraus, dass man dann erst n die Vorkehrungen denkt, wo man sich die 
Gegenwart des Übels nicht weiter verbergen kann, wo folglich alle Anstalt n 
u spat kommen. 

Nous n 'écoutons d' instincts que ceux qui sont les nótres, 
Et ne croyons le mal que quand i l  est venu. 

L a  F o n t a i n , 

lch nenne die Regierung weise, welche den Gang der Dinge ZLIIll 
vorhinein bestimmen kann auf ein .lahrhundert voraus, und weiter, als ihr 
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1 lia n one yerson exísts wio, wietier tiey Jefíeve 
t liese{ves to Je actíng wíti tie greatest yerfectíon ín 
I ICcoance wíti Stoíc morafíty or even wíti tie yríncíy{es 
o( 'i rístían morafíty, wou{á uyon c{oser examínatíon Je 
no: tie worse for ít f tiey wou{á ínsteaá act aná tiínk fíke 
l f  t rue Eyícurean. Tiat even refígíon aná exa{teá 
1 fi l{osoyiíca{ systems are unaJ{e to to reuj tiís contagíon 
o ·ensuafíty ís a commony{ace cofírmeá Jy tie iístory of 
t e fferent ciurcies aná tie examy{es set Jy so many of 
t flc jreat aná PowerfuC 

Tiey {ove refígíon, sweeteá to tie sense 

Untergebene, sieht, die Ursachen kennt, das Grosse in dem Kleinen entdecken 
kann, und sich auf die Zeichen versteht. 

When clouds are seen, wise men put on their cloaks; 
When great leaves fall, then winter is at hand; 
When the sun sets, who doth not look for night? 
Untimely storms make men expect a dearth: 

K. Richard III. Act II .  Se. 3 .  

Wie vermag eine Regierung Andere zu retten, deren Dauer selbst 
bedroht wird? Wie kann in Zeiten, wo das Verderben allgemein ist, eine 
Regierung si eh schmeicheln, dass sie allien der unergriffene Theil sey? Durch 
welche Reskripte, durch welche Menschen will sie dem Verderben steuem, 
wenn die, deren M itwirkung sid sich bedienen will, bey dem allgemeinen 
Verderben zu gewinnen glauben? durch welche Vorstellungen will sie auf 
solche Menschen wirken, wenn al les, was ehedem heilig und ehrwürdig war, 
was Uber ein niedrigeres lnteresse den Geist erheben kann, ihren Untergebnen 
als thoricht und lacherlich erscheint? In solchen Zeiten entsteht zwar bey dem 
venün ftigeren Theil der M enseben das Bedürfniss nach hohem Grundsatzen, 
man erkennt ihren Werth, und glaubt einzusehen, dass auf diesem Weg 
geho lfen werden konnte; aber es halt schwer und kann noch weniger mit 
cinemmal geschehen, dass ihr zu tief gesunkenes Ansehen und Einfluss 
wieder hergestellt werde. Es bleibt daher nichts Ubrig, als die Folgen seiner 
frUhen Fahrlassigkeit zu erdulden, geduldig abzuwarten, was erfolgen wird, 
und fUr die Zukunft vorsichtiger zu werden. Denn das unzuverlassigste al ler 
Mittel wllrdc der Zwang scyn, welcher nie die Gesinnungen veredelt, und zu 
n l lcn Zeiten nichts weiter, als Heuchler hervorgebracht hat. 
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t good {uxuríous yaatab{e faíti. 
Tius více and godúness a yreyosterous yaír 
Ríde cieek by jow[ But cfiurcimen fio{d tie reíns. 
.nd wfien e 'er Xíngs wou{d {ower C{ergy greatness, 
Tfiey {earn too late, wfiat yow'r tfie yreacfiers iave 
.nd wiose tfie subjects are. 

Tfie system of refíned sensuaúty, say 1, ís tfie system 
of most yeoy{e. for because eaci of our acts must be víewed 
as a means to reacfi a certaín en; be cause eacfi end ias ít · 
own means, and yrecíse{y tfiese means are wiat betrays tie 
true nature of tfie en; be cause ít be comes necessary for 
eacfi yerson ín wiatever sítuatíon tfiey fínd tiemse{ves to 
acquíre an ayyroyríate degree of fionor, ínj{uence, and 

fortune, and ín acquíríng tiem on{y a very few yeoy{e wifl 
not exceed tie necessary úmíts;-tius tiey can c{aím, 
wítfiout runníng tfie rísk of erríng, tfiat wfienever any 
yerson wiose deeás betray an excessíve yroyensíty toward 
sensuaúty, vaníty, ambítíon, and greed attepts to gaín 
more of sucfi goos tfian ie ougfit, tiat tiís yerson's de e� 
are eítfier denyíng tie future and fiís contínued exísten e 
or are not ín fiarmony wítfi tfiemse{ves wítfi regard to ti ís 
object. We can reúab{y make tfie assumytíon tfiat sucfi 

yeoy{e do not undertake to do tfie best tfiíng for tie best 
reasons, and tfiat consequent{y tfieír moraúty ís based on 
very mutab{e yrínciy{es. 

Tfiís cannot and sfiou{d not sfiock anyone. Tfie syst l'm 
of refíned sensuaúty ís tfie one every liuman beíng be omt' \' 
acquaínted wítfi fírst. Everyone receíves encouragem n L 1 1 1  
ít from tlie ayyearance and examp{es yrovíded by so m a 1 1 \1 
otfiers. So mucfi of tfieír exyeríence suyyorts tfiís tfi ory. 
Tliat s wliy ít ís tfie sy tem tiat ayyears tfie mo t yrovl'n 
and reúab{e to tfie m o  t y oyG . 
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Every iuman beíng fírst {earns vía tie ycasur�ng of 
/ / 1 e  enses; tiese fríenfs and comyaníons of our Y0i are 
l l t > l  ie our {ater earti{y fríenfs; tiey do not a6ln on us, 

- r .r 1 - [ i A.ture can I ' VC'n tn o�u age. l nature as mtxe as uman n1 Ti / l t ' Ver  coy{ete{y do Wítiout tie sensory y{easufes. 
, 

e 
1 ' ' '  r {y menta{ creature of reason ís braggafocüJ' vatn , 

[ ¡- , i - [ . - vracttce 1 ' '  n t  tngJrom t e tvory tower, an a ueceytwn; _ j 
In¡ (>goísm wiíci yrífe íntrofuce. It costs our iln s, 

f 1 1 '1 1 í fi want to ríse above tie sensory wor{, a ¿ggree 0 
i • ' / /  ort tiat more frequent{y resu{ts ín fantasy tm �ru

i 
t · 

' _ r r . [ - - - A, wtt out l l u we se�uom succee tn tastenng one yasswr 
, , ¡ 11 /ng anotier yassíon to our aí. 

In contrast, a{{ menta{ y{easures are a vel {ate 
1 / l 'tf l la ín tance. To acquíre a taste for ít, to know t�at _ 
1 f iO I IfJfi t ítseJ can be your own, ínexiaustíb{e w6�sy

f
nng of 

• ' l l f tn¡ment, a yerson must iave done a great ei 0 
l f i i i i J íng, for a {ong tíme . Add to tiís tie fact tíf1J_v¡,o�e 
1 '  1 't ' l a  ín of tieír current exístence, but tiey are ou j u 

1 1  1 1 r f  u n  ertaín of tieír future exístence. In símíÍlr
i r .r 

1 • i .1 S OU�u 
' f  l l u l tons, even reason seents to suggest t at yoY i _ 

- r - i t -
, a to w at ts 

/ f l ' l '  nwre constueratwn to w a ts certatn t n 
1 1 1 1 1  '1 ' rl a í n . .ln[, fína{{y, be cause sensua{ y{easure siow

f
s a 

' ' ' ' ' ' '  /i H ís so c{ose, anf satísfíes tie most íyetA-ous 0 _ our 
" ' ' ' f l  (''; becase every yerson, for as {ong as tie� rematn 
/ 1 • ' 1 1 ' , / \' _ ·u-rrounfe[ by sensory objects, cannot s�{a�a� 
l l l r ' l l l  \'l ' f ve from tieír boles, anf gets to know t � _ � _ 
' ' ' /n i  t ' fJC ' L t í ng to know tie nature of tiat wiící t. � s tn 
" ' ' 1 1 1 1 d  f?e a use tfie cfemands for tiís {atter inal� ge

i 1 1 • 1 1 '1 '( ' / 1  1 o be weaker anf {esser; because, fína{6J, eat 
1 /  • ' f{ I I J 1Jll'a rs to mak a n  enf of tiís menta{ garfe so 
t f • ' J i t ' / l t ft ' ll l on L .  boáy-tfius tfie system of rJt t ·fi r 
•' 1 1  \ 1 / t t f t l lf m a y  s m t o  be an erroneou ystem, u t e e 
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are few erros more natura{ aná forgíva6{e. It wí{{ take a 
great áea{ of efort to 6ríng fiumaníty 6ack from ít, 6ut a 
great áea{ áeyenS on our succeeing ín áoíng so . 

.tyyearance aná sensory yerceytíon are certaín{y 
agaínst ít; 6ut ayyearance aná sensatíon are aso agaínst 
tfie Coyernícan system. Wfien ayyearances are correcteá 6y 
otfier ayyearances, aná sensatíons 6y stí{{ otier sensatíos, 
tfie resu{ts are resu{ts of a fiígfier tyye . .tná every sensatíon 
must ayyear a áeceytíon wfiícfi can contaín no trutfi un{ess 
a{{ our know{eáge 6e áestroye. .tyyearances a{one tius 
cannot áecíáe, 6ut ratier tfie resu{t of comyaríng 
ayyearances wítfi otfier ayyearances. Tie reasons, tie 
causes, tfie yuryoses of sucfi ayyearances are wfiat gíve us 
ínformatíon a6out tfie nature of many mattes. 

Tfiís so ostensí6{e system of sensuafíty, consíáereá 
unsfiaka6{e ín tfie eyes of so many wor{á{y yeoy{e, ís tfius a 
Jase aná ínaáequate system. 

It ís Jase 6ecause ít ís o6víous tiat tfiínkíng ís a 
fiígfier aná more no6{e task tfian eatíng aná gorgíng, 
6ecause ít ís ímyossí6{e for a fígfier tfiíng to exíst for tfie 
sake of sometfiíng Lower wítfiout turníng a{{ oráer on íts 
fieaá aná contraictíng ítsef. for wfiat ís a fígfier tfiíng 
wfien ít ís wortfi {ess tfian sometfiíng Worse? Tfie va{ue of 
sensory aná yfiysíca{ y{easure must áecrease as soon s on 
succeeS ín convíncíng oneseJ tfiat, ín yríncy{e, every 
yfiysíca{ y{easure ís a menta{ y{easure. for wfiat ís tfie m o  · t  
yfiysíca{ of y{easures, tfie most sensory of a{{joys, wítfiou t  
sensatíon? .tná tfiís sensatíon ítse, wfiat s ít 6ut an í. a ?  
Enjoyment s tfius ímagínatíon, aná even tfie 6íggest 
g{utton of a{{ wants notfiíng more rom even tfie most 
sensua{ of acts tfian to o6taín tfie íáea of fiow sometfiín 
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l a  · L es. Tlius lie ísfeelng liís mínd6yfeed1ng liís 6ody. But 
ll e í ·feelng liís mínd ín tlie most ímyerfect way 6ecause ít 
(1. panfs tlie range of liís ídeas very fítt{e. 

Second{y. No liuman 6eíng wlio draws a lstínctíon 
1 t ween liímseJ and unreasoníng anímaCs can lsagree 
t h u t  a certaín tyye of sensuafíty exísts tliat ís of {ow wortli 
� ven ín tlie eyes of sensua{ yeoy{e. Tliere are urges tliat, 
1 lwugi tliey {eadto y{easure, lstínguísli tliemse{ves 6y a 
0 t of no6ífíty and greatness. Tliere are otlier urges tie 
l l t- 1 yeded and unfímíted satísfactíon of wliícli 6ríngs 
J lt 'O . {e lsgrace, lslionor, and lsaster. Tlierefore, tliat 
V ·1 · li maies am6ítíon and tlie tliírst for yower no6{er tlian 
f f  a ríce, wliat e{evates even greed ítseJ a6ove tlie tendency 
t , [Jf. ttony, must aso 6e consídered tlie reason wliy 
l l lnb i t íon and tlie tliírst for yower are not tlie liígliest and 
tOj(e t of a{{ tlie ímyuses. for wliy are tliey 6etter tlian 
'"  1 í e or g{uttony? Sure{y ít ís 6ecause tliey requíre a 
lf l t•u · r usage of reason, 6ecause tliey are tlie yroduct of a 
m o e omy{ete menta{ deve{oyment. Reason and menta{ 
¡ (¡ vr(oyment tlius determíne tlie va{ue; and any system ín 
11111 li tlie mínd can deve{oy tlie most wí{{ ayyear truer and 
IO e wortliy of liumaníty tlian systems ín wliícli tie mínd 
l1• v 1(o s {ess. 

is system ayyears wítliout a dou6t to 6e tlie one 
1 1/ lo ·e yont of víew ís menta{ enjoyment, tlie system tliat 
1 1 1 1 1 \' tle rs manliínd a creature tliat ís goíng to endure, tliat 

1 h' no  {í:míts to our deve{oyment, 6y extenlng our 
1 \' l t' n ' 6eyondtlie fímíts of tliís {íje. :for wliereyerfectíon 
1 1 1  {(¡ e{oyment are unfímíte, dou6t{ess tliere deve{oyment 
w 1f {1(1 gr ater tlian anywliere wliere everytliíng ís mere{y 
l lt J i YI wítliout ever 6eíng fíníslied, wliere tliere even ís no 
f ,  l \'01 wfty áeve[oymen t  s 6egun 6ut not 6-rouglit to 
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comp{etíon. 

Tliíry, tliís can Je seen even more c{ear{y wlien we 
consíder tlie clianges tliat Jefíej ín tlie future causes ín our 
Jeliavíor, wien we see tlie syírít and tlie nature of tlie 
actíons tliat sliow consíderatíon for tlie future, and wlien 
we run across actíons tliat, wítliout a connectíon to tlie 
future, are eítlier quíte síp{y ímpossíJ{e or are 
undertaken wítli íncomyaraJ{y {ess fígníty. 

Tliere are many yeoy{e wlio make tlieír outward 
efícacy tlie goa{ of tlieír desíres andjudge tlie measure of 
tlieír true yerfectíon Jy ít. Tlieír yeace and liayyíness 
deyend more on otliers, on círcumstances, tlien on 
tliemse{ves. So tliey are often frustrate, and tieír state of 
mínd be comes an ínexliaustiJ{e source of tlieír mísery. On 
tlie otlier ian, to fímít a{{ efícacy to one 's ínner state, to 
tlie ennoJ{ement of one 's fundamenta{ convíctíons-to 
convínce oneseJ tliat a{{ outward efícacy cou{d liave no 
otlier yuryose--to reafíze tliat tliís ís a yuryose tliat can 
survíve ín every one of {ije 's sítuatíons, ín a dungeon or 
uyon a tlirone-to Jecome convínced t i a t v í r t u  e, 
t li e  y e rfe c t í o n s of t li e  m í n ,  a r e  
e v e r y t li í n g, t li a t li a y y í n e s s a n d m í s e r y 
a r e  J a s e d  uy o n  t li e m, t li a t  a {{ o t li e r  
c o í n c í de n c e s  c o n c e r n a J o dy {í n k e d  t o  
u s, n o  t u s o u r s e  {v e s. T li o u g li t li r o  u g li 
t li í s J o dy t li e y  c a n fo r a t í m e  J e  a 
J u r de n t o u s, s {o w u s do w n, J e e a u s e í t 
í s  o u r  t o o ,  t li e y  c a n n o t m a k e  u s  
u n li ayy í e r  íf t li e y  li a v e  n o t  c a u s e d  a n y  
de t e r í o r a t í o n í n t li e m í n . -T o J e { í e v 
t li a t  e v e r y oyy o r t u n í t y  fo r e xy r e s s í n g 
o r  e x e r c í s í n g  v í r t u e  í s  a li ayy y t li í ng  
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/ o li u m a n k í n d' ) 
a {m {y e n du r í n g y a í n, e n du r í ng 

, ( l , í e u { t w o r k, r e e o g n í z í n g 
t l l , n t {e s s n e s s  í n  t í e  fa e e  of da ng e r  a s  a 

t u e, a n d J e í n g a J {e, í n t i e m í d s t o f 
1 11 (' i n e v í t a J {e fe e { í n g o f a v e r s í o n, t o J e 
/1 a p y t i a t y o u i a v e t i í s v í r t u e a n d 
1 1  1 e a J {e t o e x e r e  í s e í t n o  w -t o fe e { t i a t 
1 1  1 l f n e e a n d s t e a d fa s t e o u r a g e a r e 
\' t ' u e s, t í a t  a {{ w i o  e n du r e  w í {{ y r o v e 
1 11 e m e { v e s J e t t e r, m o r e  y e r fe e t 
1 '  t o {e · ) - to enjoy a{{ tie earti's Gounty, and to Ge aJ{e 
l l l {m (y to do wítiout ít wien you must-to fímít yourseJ to 
\I I IU · tatus ín {ije, to reeogníze tie {owfíness of ít, an, fíke 
t ll t' · n ai, Ge aJ{e to eonvínee yourseJ tiat a{{ tiose 
11� H4. L L ·u{ and and sy{enid{y adorned Gutterjfíes are 
, 1 1 1 1  h na Getter, an, Geeause of tieír eateryí{{ar deseent, are 
IH 1 10  way to Ge envíe: )-wtí{e oGservíng iow a{{ tiís so 

m rá �{endor ens, and iow wiíníng tien, just fíke 

What the world call misfortunes and afliction, 
'l 'h ore not ills; else would they never fall, 
( n h oven 's fi rst favorites and the best of m en; 
'l'h ods, in bounty, work up storms about us, 
'l'lltlt lvc mank ind occasion to exert 
'l'h I r h ldden trength, and throw out into practice 

•tu H, that shun the day, and l ie conceal 'd 
I n  1 1 1  ;mooth seasons, and the calms of life. 

l1rv 's notes on Cicero. 

1 nwn my humble lite, good friend, 
nail was 1 born, and snail shall end, 

And what's a buttertly? at best 
He's but a caterpi l lar drest. 
And a l l  thy race, a numerous feed 
Shal l  prove a caterpi l lar breed. 
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overexuherance now, knows no moáeratíon-to áo notiíng 
for Jame or for vaníty, aná to stríve more for gooá áeeás 
tian g{oríous ones-to never hecome áejecteá over tie 
aáverse resu{ts of a áefeat, hut ratier to hefíeve tiat you 
never acteá to dlsaávantage if you were ímyroveá by your 
actíons-to fína{{y he ab{e to say to yourse, wíti 
conso{atíon aná confíáence: 

]e reste sans áésírs sur tout ce quí áoít étre. 
Jans {e hrí{fíant fracas ou j'aí {ongtemys ve::U 
]'aí tout vu, tout gouté, tout revu, tout connu. 
]'aí remyfí your ma yart {e tieatre frívo{e. 
Sí ciacun n'y restoít que {e temps áe sa ro{e, 
Tout seroít d sa y{ace, et  ' on ne verroít yas 
Tant áe gens éternes, áont {e Puhfíc est {as. 
Le monáe usé your moí, n'a y{us ríen quí me toucfi , 
Et c 'est your {uí sauver un réveur sí faroucie 
Qu' étranger áésormaís d {a socíété 
]e víens áe mes áeserts ciercier Cobscuríté. 

S í á n e y . .tct JI. Se. 2. 

to he cayah{e of tiís, wií{e a{ways remaíníng tie same 
yerson-tiís requíres a menta{ attítuáe tiat cannot ex · t 
wítiout tie hefíej ín our contínueá exístence; aná ít 
certaín{y wou{á he iará to yrove tiat suci a menta{ 
attítuáe wou{á he more to{erah{e for our yeace of mínd; a t r t l  
tius more áesírab{e aná hetter, tian íts oyyosíte. 

I may he wrong, hut tiat at {east ias heen m y 
exyeríence. Notiíng raíses tie iuman míná ahove a{{ o 

{ije 's áangers aná dlsagreeah{e círcumstances, notii:ng ea ,. • 
tie transítíon to anotier system of tiíngs, as mucfi as i('  
convíctíon tiat tiís {je í tie yreyaratíon aná yra t ic' fm 
a hetter aná iígfier fe. Let no one say tfiat un6 í v r� t oo 
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c t l' cayaJ{e of tearíng asunder tie siaci{es of tiís {je and 
t i/ 1 1 \'Yovíng tiat unJeúef afso ias íts ieroes. Quíte tie 
e ' ' " '  rary. Tiís "strengti" ís mere{y ímyotence and 
ll' t 'u¿ness. 

ReJus ín augustís, fací{e est contemnere vítam 
'ortíus í{{e facít, quí míser esse yotest. 
l a r t í a . LíJ. X. Ey. s6. 

But tiís wor{d seems to iave Jeen made for 
( ' 1 1  r , a r . ..nd if yower ís índeed tie greatest tiíng 
1 1 1 1 1/ a  n íty can stríve for, tien to most yeoy{e tiís wor{d 
1 1 1 1 1 \' l ayyear futí{e, and of tie {owest nature. On tie otier 
l1 1 1 1 1d: f fiumaníty 's yuryose ís tie deve{oyment of íts iígier 
1 '1 1 \W!r , f iuman Jeíngs iave to sufer tirougi many an 
e ' \ 1  f 1 a nd deyrívatíon for tie yuryose of aciíevíng tiís en; 
t / 1 /i (> greatness of our míns can on{y be demonstrated Jy 
' '" '  sl adfast endurance of tiese evífs, and consíders tiem 
' ' ' ht1 }u t so many means to tiís en:-tien tiís wor{d ís not 
f c • l  C a  e s  a r a{one. Tiís wor{d ís for every iuman Jeíng, 
w 1 lwu t  exceytíons . ..nd y{entfu{ matería{ wou{d exíst for 
• ' I ' I ' I"Y fiuman Jeíng 's menta{ deve{oyment;for tiose wio 
' ' ' ' tla t{y endure trouJ{e wou{dJe Jeiavíng more 
1 c ' l l ,·onaJ{y and better tian tie weaiúngs wio desert tieír 
1 '1 1 '' 1 ,. L o  avoíd íts efects. Tiís strengti, so ímyortant ín tiís 
1 1 1 1 1 1  tü; tfius gíves tie system of refíned sensuaúty to none of 
1 1 '  1 '1m  ors.-Tiís system yrovídes no soúd reasons for 
1 ' 1  1 1 1 ' 1  ícíng tie arts of yatíence and ímyerturJaJíúty, and 
1/• ' / t li e  · are tie two vírtues tiat cost us so muci, tiat are 
' ' '  1 1 1 1 le notíced and ayyrecíate, tiat siow tie most 
¡ 1 / l ' l l l ne , of mín(, and are abso{ute{y essentía{ for yeaceu{ 
• 1 1 1 1 1 /i _ y enjoy-ment of e. 

' ná t , v írt u , so ssen tía{ to fiuma n íty, ti 
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we{syríngs of genuíne, unj{aggíng courage, tie wor{d to a{{ 
ayyearances ias 6randed as lsgracefu, and dec{ared 
cowarlce! Tiat a{one siou{d 6e enougi to yrove Yaníty's 
siare ín tiat wiíci we ca{{ good or vírtuous. Tiat ís 
yrecíse{y wiat maies ít so iard to yractíce tiese vírtues: 
tiat yeoy{e stand out so fítt{e wií{e doíng so and can reay 
on{y contemyt . .lnd so, no man on earti suffers as muci or 
as iard tian ie wio sufers wítiout any wítnesses. 

J{{e do{et vere, quí síne teste do{et. 

Jfe wio sufers tie worst, tie iíng ro66ed of iís 
tirone wio les an unjust deati, can count on tie wor{'s 
symyatiy, and tiís a{one e{evates iís mínd ín a not usua{ 
manner and causes iís suferíng to 6e reduce. for great 
undeserved mísfortune can ín fact jí{{ one 's sou{ wíti yri. . 
.lnd suferers wio can count on iavíng symyatiízers wí{{ 
fínd tieír míseríes reduced 6y ia. 

In contrast, tiere ís anotier tyye of woe wiíci s 
íncomyara6{y more sensítíve. No one exyeríences ít mor 
tian tie man wio cares more for otiers tian for iímseJ, 
wiose emotíon ís too warm for vírtue and iuman wefare 
tie man wio can reafíze naugit ín tiís wor{d of iís 
comyassíonate ieart's demanás, of wiat iís 6etter 
convíctíons te{{ iím a6out tie way tie wor{d and iumanit  V 
ougit to 6e. Seeíng tie iordes of yeoy{e wio tiíni 
tiemse{ves great for tie most worti{ess of reasons and ña v ' 
not tie sfígitest notíon, not even remote{y, of wiat ti y 
ougit to 6e-exyeríencíng tie yríde and arrogance of t ñ l' 
most desyíca6{e yeoy{e-and, for tiíngs tiat wou{d gene Y u 1 '' 
resyect and admíratíon ín tie eyes of reasona6{e jug ', 
6eíng mísjudged andmafícíous{y syolien offor one 's mosl 
ciaríta6{e acts, 6eíng mo k d and rídlcu{ed for on ' mm/ 
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,• (• ' l 't t l ed andtruest convíctíons-fínlng no one to slíare 
, , , , , \ sorrows, ínto wlíose sou{ one cou{c( your tlíe 
' ' '" ' I '"' G íons of one 's líeart-seeíng tlíat no one lías ears to 
l l t ' t l l  u nd eyes to se e, tíat a{{ líearts are jí{{ec( wítlí se-
1 1 1 1 1 ' / "l 'SL a{one, andtlíat wísdom ca{s out ín tlíe streets 
l l' f t lwu L  beíng líear, tlíat every tyye of foofíslíness now sets 
/ l i t '  1 eme  and attracts líeays of wonderíng admírers-seeíng 
l l t i W  ( ' Verytlííng seems to be aímed at attaíníng and 
1 ' ' ' ' 1 l ' l  uatíng tlíe epíre of arrogance, mafíce, and 
l •l f l l d l l <' , -exyeríencíng líow unceasíng lsayyrova, tlíe 
' ' 1 '1 1 1 ,' 1  ríes of wlíat ayyears wísdom, anda genera{, 

' 1 1 / l l u¡¡  lous examy{e set by a{{ c{asses of socíety wí{{ ín tlíe 
,. , , , ¡  \'l lu ke tlíe foundatíons of tlíe best convíctíons and make 
,, , . , , a_ ear {auglíab{e and use{ess-and for tíese reasons 
11 1 1  l ' f i iiJ I o say to oneseJ ín tlíe ene( 

' q uoí  me sert ma tríste yro6íté, 
O u 'a míeux sentír, que j'aí tout méríté? 

1 1  l l t l l 11 us runníng tíe rísk of becomíng a traítor and 
, ¡ , . , , , , , l 'r  L o  one 's convíctíons and vírtue-{et no one c{aím to 
, ,, , 1 1 1 1  1 uous wlío lías not urgent{y je{t tlíe torments of tlíís 
1 1 f t ' /  0 1 1á, duríng tíem, tlíe needfor lííglíer yríncíy{es . .tn{ 
l l ' / 1 1 1 f  t ' \P ía{{y ís ayerson suyyosedto do wlío, of tlíe 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 \ t l l ld m ííons ofyeoy{e on tlíísy{anet, be{ongs to no 
, , , , , ,. ( 'Mor tlían one yerson on tlíís y{anet fínás líímseJ ín 
1 1 1 1 \  J ll l\' t l  ion .)  Wlío must say to líímse, more tlían once, tlíe 
1 • 1 1 , ¡ ,  { 1  1 1c l6  a ts of tlíe fíe{c( know wlíere tlíey are goíng to 
1 ,  ' ' • t l / l l ( I  a{one do not know wlío ís goíng to take me uy?') 

e garcon si frai , si fleuri et d'une si bele santé est seigneur d'une 
u hhny • •1 de dix autres bendices. Tous ensemble lui rapportent 26000 Liv. de 
1 w nu ·¡, dont il n 'est payé qu'en médai l les d'or. 1 1  y a ail leurs six vingt 
l 1 1 1 1 1 i l l •s qui n 'ont poin t  d'habit pour se e uvrir, et qui manquent souvent de 
p11 n .  1 ,  •ur rnuvrcté esl extreme, et honteuse:- uel parta ·! Et cela ne 
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"J am myseJ a[one. "-To be sure, tiese are sítuatíons ín 
wiíci a[[ tie etiícs of refínei sensuafíty fa[[ mute, wiere 
a[[ earti[y sources of reassurance are exiauste, wiere, 
tius, one wou[i say ín justíce ani reason: 

Lift uy our ianS! 
Ani se e k for iep ani yíty from abOYe 
for earti ani faíti[ess men wí[[ gíve us none. 
R o  w e. L Ieanne §ray. Act 4. 

Anyone ín suci a sítuatíon wio nevertie[ess remaíns 
iayyy to be afíve ani true to iís yrímary convíctíons, aná 
can befíeve tiat even on tis rougi yati ie wí[[ not míss ií · 
goa[-wio iemanis notiíng more tian tie wísi 

Magne yater Dívum, saevos yuníre tyrannos 
faut afía ratíone vefís, cum díra fíbído 
Moverít íngeníum ferventí tíncta veneno, 
Yertutem víieant, íntabescantque refícta. 
T e  r s í u s. S a t. 3· 

Anyone, say I, wio ias reaciei tiís great menta[ ieígit tn 
tieír convíctíons must tru[y know more [astíng goois tian 
tiís Earti ís cayab[e of yrovídíng. On[y tie befíej ín one 's 
contínuíng exístence can yroiuce tiís. 

Tie sou, secur'i ín ier exístence, smí[es 
At tie irawn iagger, ani iefíes íts yoínt. 
Tie stars sia[[ Jade away, tie sun iímseJ 
§row dím wíti age, ani nature sínk ín years; 
But tiou sia[t j[ourísi ín ímmorta[ youti, 

prouve-t- i l  c la irement un aven i r? 
L a  B r u y  r , 

1 44 



'U niurt amídst tie wars of e[ements, 
' ne wrecks of matter and tie crusi of worfs. 
( ' a t o. Act Y. Se. 1 .  

Y e ! It ís tie yroyect of a 6etter future a[one tiat 
1 1 l ' t' ' o u r míns tiís strengti. Anyone wio tiínks or syeak 
' " ' ' ' ' w ís does not recogníze iís ieart's secret workíngs. % 
' ' '' ' ' 1 1 0 1  know tiat every iuman 6eíng ias iís or ier own 

1 1 1 ' 1 1 1  o fiayyíness, andtiat even tie strongest among s 
' '" '  1 1 1 1 1f  remaín strong and unsiaiaJ{e untí[ tie [ast 6asís 
1 • ' 1  t lw t r  w ísies and ioyes 6egíns to teeter and sway. fe 

' ' ' '  1 1 0 1  k now tiat ín suci sítuatíons a{{ieroes wí[[ ciange 
1 1 1• 1 1  1 1 1 1 1  u re, and tie most courageous wí[[ grow faínt of 
f ' '" ' , Wfie'rever courage exísts, tiere too you wí[[ a[ways 

/ l f l t l  1 1  J WO ¡yect of suyyort and aíf. \nd a[[ greatness and 
1 ' ' ' 11 1 ' ra n e feyend on tie nature of tiís suyyort. 

l l t ' l t • /orr notiíng ís [ess deservíng of our admíratíon tian 
t l l l l/ 1 1 1 1  unj[aggíng courage. Periays notiíng ís [ess 
' ' ' 1 1 1 11 o( 6 íng 6oasted a6out. lany wio persevere wí[[ 
1 1 t 1  I IH 'fHe[ves, siou[( tiey ever examíne tie sítuatíon 

Hl l '• l l l f t t ffy, forced to admít tiat tieír weak and sensítíve 
l t l •• 1 1 1 1 '' 1 10 1  yet 6een affected at a[[ Tiey wí[[ lscover tfie 
1 1 1 1  1 1 1 / t 'O i lq u red ídea tiat keeys tieír courage aCíve. n{y 

1 1 •' 1 1  I I t H  suyyort starts to totter, wien a[[yrosyects 
1 1 '1 '' ' 1 1' ,  wfien a yerson's 6est convíctíons dísso{ve ín to 

1 ! 1  f t l l l \' n nd' ayyear as suci, wien you canfíndno asye t 
1 '' ' ' ' '' ' t l l' li Pp anywfiere-tiat ís wien desyaír wí{{ storm 

, ,, , , , . ,. , t � ná t,e greatest fiero w í[[ ayyear tfie sma[{est ,  
' ' 1 , ,  1 1 1 ' 1  f (a y O'Yt of yerson. 

'NI I I I l '  of tfi s í pe u[atíon. Wfiat I am wrU íng , Y 
'" ' ' / 1 1 1 1 1 1 / fi í:n rmo t 6a ís ofmy sou[ 'Perfiap 

1 1 1 1 1  d l l l l ( 'l' a n  n ity fiav enaJ{ec( m to ex y rí n 
' ' ' ' ' ' ' '/ f l \' of · u  ft rín ípG. mor tfian oti r y opG. fiave. 
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In tie tímes wien yeoy[e were s[anáeríng me, c[amoríng 
a6out me, áenyíng me, aná mísjugíng me, wien so many 
wio lá not even know me uke ví[[age áogs 6egan to iow( 
ín ciorus as soon as one of tiem starteá to iowC aná even 
toáay wien tiey stí[[ áo not seem to tíre of ít, I iave ínáe 

fel most áeey[y tie ínjustíce tiat ias 6een m y fate . tná 
yet ít seemeá 6eara6[e to me, 6ecause I cou[á say to 
tiat tiere ís a joá wio knows you 6etter tian tiese ye 
áo. Tiey are juágíng you on tie 6asís of tieír 
unáerstanlng aná tieír ínterests . .t tíme wí[[ come wien 
tiey wí[[ fa[[ sí[ent aná 6e asiameá of wiat tiey áo. It 
come iere aná now, or ít may occur esewiere. ') 

Zur Beruhigung so vieler Anderer, welche sich aus ahnlichen 
Ursachen mit mir in einer Lage befinden, mogen vielleicht nachstehende 
Gründe aus L a  B r u y e r e s  C h a  r a k t e r  e n  , i hre Wirkung nicht 
ganz verfehlen. 

Ceux, qui sans nous connoitre assez, pensent mal de nous, ne nou 
font pas de tort. Ce n'est pas nous qu' ils attaquent, c'est le fantome de leur 
imagination.-

Ce qui me soutient et me rassur contre les petits dédains que j '  
quelquefois des grands et de mes égaux. C'est que je m e  diess a moi m!m : 
ces gens ne veulent peut-etre qu'a ma fortune, et ils sont raison: elle est bl 
petite. lis m'adoreroient, si j 'etois ministre. 

Les deux tierces de ma vie sont écoulées; pourquoi tant m'e,,,..,,, . 
sur ce qui me reste? la plus brilliant fortune, ne mérite point le tourment 
me donne, ni les petitesses, ou je me surprends, ni les humiliations, ni lei 
hontes, que j 'essuye. Trente ans detruiront ce colosse de puissance, qu 'on 
voyoit bien qu'a force de lever la tete. Nous disparoitrons, moi, qui je S�l hl 
peu de chose, et ceux que je contemplois s i  avitement, et de qui j 'espóroll 
toute ma grandeur. Le meilleur de tous les biens, c'est le repos, la retnl l  t 
endroit qui soit son domaine.-

Dans cent ans le monde subsistera encore en son entire. 
meme théatre et les memes décorations. Ce ne seront plus les mlmes 
Tout ce qui se réjouit sur une grace reyue, ou ce qui sattriste et se dés IP 
sur un refus-tous auront disparus de dessus la  terre. 11 s'avance déju 11' 1 
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nere are moments ín wliíci my mínd dares to take a 
1 1/1 1 ' uglit above iumaníty's usua{ way of tiínkíng. In 
W 11 moments, I entertaín tlie befíej tliat I iave úscovered 
¡( 11 r nt and better system of tliíngs. I, togetlier wíti 

l ll t' t  \', a:Pyear to mysef to be destíned for greater tliíngs 
1 1 1 1 1  wal{owíng down liere wítli tliose of my kín{,yífíng uy 

h •• V U:Pon ídíocy and error uyon error, on{y to yutrefy 
f l t l  d ·ayyear forever. In suci moments, I befíeve tliat I 
f '' ( overed iow tie yresent aríses from tie yast, and 
w 1 1 'Q'Yíes of ínca{cu{ab{e consequences aríses from tie 

1 � 1 t a.nd yresses forward towarS a common goa[ In 
' "1 1 m ysef at suci a ieígit and gazíng ín a{{ úrectíons­

• w  / l l l er{y dfferent do a{{tiíngs ayyear to me? fow 
1 1 11 uf, t liat greatness down be{ow now becomes . s I soar 
tii' a nd iígier, one unknown country after anotier 
1 • 1 1  · 3 fore me. :ly iorízons exyand as I rse, and I 
1 1 l ll r  mo're free{y. for my confessíons and cares remaín 

l• ' , n. tlie deytis wfiere tieír objects fíe. 

'J n s moments are tie fiayyíest of my Cife. fere ís 
1 ' 6 ome aware of iow muci a certaín syírít of mínd 

11 I I I'Com¿p{ísfi, and tius iow crucía{ ít ís tiat ít be 
tW t l l '  a nd tie bes t. U suci tímes I do not just 

f / 1 1  •fi nd ertaín iígier teaciíngs, I beíeve tiat I fee{ 
1 . ' [ 11 e ír object fíes before me and yenetrates my beíng, 

t h  I r  d 'outres hommes; qui vont jouer dans une meme piece les memes 
1 1 , l is évanouiront a leur tour, et ceux, qui ne sont pas encore, un jour ne 

t OtH  plus. De nouveaux acteurs ont pris leur place. Quel sont a faire sur une 
' onnuge de omédie?-

S' i 1 arrive, que les mechants vous haissent et vous persécutent, les 
11 d bien vous conseil lent, de vous humil ier devant Dieu, pour vous mettre 

11 unl ·entre la vanité qui pourroit vous ven ir  de déplaire a des gens de ce 
Pll'll ·t r le. ele. 
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aná 1 fe e[ tie exístence of a joá aná tie necessíty of m y 
contínuíng exístence, as muci as 1 fe e[ tiat 1 myseJ exíst. 
Wien 1 am ín tiís moo, notiíng seems wíser aná more 
reasonaJ[e tian tiís system of tiíngs. 1 can rejoíce ín m y 
fate aná convínce myseJ tiat tiís yati ís tie on[y one 
[eading to my iayyíness. 

But a[as! 1 tiíni fíie tiís on[y for moments at a tím 
.Aná tien my míná sínks from íts iígier Jígit Jaci áown 
to Earti. 1 Jecome j[esi aná J[ooá aná am no Jetter tian 
otiers, tiíni aná act just fíie tie, aná marve[ aná qua k 
Jefore tiíngs 1 iaájust convínceá myseJ were ínane.-Tn 
ís tie nature of iumaníty! 'liat ís iow muci we neeá th(' 
out[ook ínto tie future, to imínísi our conceít, to fee[ 
ourse[ves weak, sma[, aná ímyerfect. for notiíng ís mort' 
unJearaJ[e aná ímyetuous tian a yerson wio ís too y[ea \' 
wíti iímseJ. 

.A[[ mora[ íifírmítíes come from unáerestímatíng o 
overestímatíng one 's own worti. Notiíng forgets íts 
common orígín so comy[ete[y; notiíng ís so arrogant and 
ímyertínent, notiíng ias so  muci áffícu[ty comíng to 
mora[ conscíousness aná a genuíne unáerstanding of Ot' ·� 
se, tian a yerson wio ís on[y aware of iís strengtis, 
Jefore wiom everytiíng Jens, wio on[y fíves among i t \' 
own iíná or yeoy[e more [ow[y tian ie; wio never fínd\' 
out Jy coyaríson wíti fígier anáBetter tiíngs whut 1 1  
iow muci ie stí[[ [acis. Suci yeoy[e, yeoy[e never r 1 1 /  
Jy Jaá [uck, aJso[ute[y iave to Je Jrougit ínto yrox í m 1 1  \1 
wíti suci tiíngs tiat tiey are forceá to say to tiem · e {VI ' ' •  
aná aámít, tiat tiey [ose Jy comyaríson. 'liese g ían 1 s m 1 1  
Je yfaceá next to a tower, aná tiís tower must íts fi ht• 
Juí[t at tie foot of a ,ígfi ,ountaín. -{e wfio t,íné " n 1 ' " ' 
great must Je Jrougi t into tfi yresence of om one 
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, , � , , t ¡ • r. J{e 6efore wiom a{{6ow must see fiímseJforcedto 
1 • • • 1 1 ' l o someone J1ígier. To tliís en; morafíty must 
1 •  • f l l t i / I I L  _peoy{e wítfi o6jects tfiat maie tiem fee{ sma{; ít 
1 1 1 '  1 1 1  ,.¿ tiem to ja{{ down ín arder to stand uy tfie 

f l  ,. , , ¡ , • r; ít must confront tfiem, as tiey are, wíti wfiat tiey 
U • t t i J Ja6{e of 6ecomíng, tieír {ijetíme versus Eterníty, and 
1 1 1  f u n  íed sy{endor versus jod and :Nature; ít must use 
l t l l l t l '' '  · to sfiaie tlieír se-confídence;yeoy{e must 
1 '•' 1 f i ' I I C  and 6ecome convínced 6y deed tiat tiíngs exíst 

f l • • ' 1 1 1 } }( 1  ra6{y stronger and mígitíer tfian tfiemse{ves. Tfiís 
' ' ' " " k t ng of nature must meet tie tfiousand{ors 
1 11 1 1 1 1 f l '  L fian fíe. Tfius 

�· , ' D íeu n'exístaít yas, í{ faudraít Cínventer. 
01 1e  {e sage Cannonce, et que {es roís {e craígnent. 
'Ho í  ·, s í  vous m'oyyrímez, sí vos grandeurs 
t ft •  (a ígnent 
/ ' ¡ • ,· p{eurs de Cínnocent, que vous faítes cou{er, 
'llon vengeur est au cíe; ayyrenez a trem6{er. 
' l t • l e · t  au moíns {e fruít 'une utí{e croyance.-
' \ lt ! (a íssons aux fiumaíns {a craínte et Ceyérance! 
) o ( L a í r e. y. 97· 

• l l l f l ll J I '' more sa{u6ríous to fiumans tfian tfie feefíng of 
1 · 1 1 1 11 1 1  w ainess. \nd notfiíng stímu{ates tfiís feefíng 

1 1 1 ' \ ' ti lo o u '{y tfian comyaríson wítfi tfie greatest of a{{-
1 1 l l t ' t  1 1 í t y a ndwítfi joá. 

l l t l ' ''� í. a contaín a magíc, creatíve yower. 
1 • • l lt / 1 1  t i ,  ou r n ti:re system of desíres ís forced to cfiange, 
'"" ' ' t i t e  na L u re of everytfiíng cfianges. Tfie great 
' ' " ' ' ' '  \' 1 / t l fT, a nd tlie ma { 6ecomes great. ]'or notfi íng 

fl , , , , , ,  lrl'  1 1  wi n ti on temyt for í t  ís even gr at r. 
11 t l l t '  1 1 1 1h1 t i íng t ia t  wí{{iav va {u wí{{6 wfia L  
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accomyaníes us ínto tie unknown country from wiícfi no 
marta{ ever returns-tfiey are tie ínner cfiaracterístícs, t 
state aná nature of our mín; íts eáucatíon, aná tie 
convíctíons tfiat betray íts majesty aná exce{{ence. Tfiat ' 
wfien tfie boáy exísts for tie sake of tfie mín; aná tfie 
matería{ wor{á for tie sake of tie syírít. Tfiat ís wien our 
tfiínkíng about fiumaníty must neeás be revíse; for ít w 
not be áeeás or tfieír consequences tfiat áetermíne our 
va{ue but ratfier tie míná befiíná tiese áeeás. Tfiat ís w 
every excessíve enáeavor for externa{ gooá wí{{ ayyear, 
tiougi crowneá wítfi tfie iayyíest of successes, notiíng 
more tian sfiortsígfiteá íiocy tfiat fias mísseá tie rea{ 
objectíve. On{y tfien wí{{ ít be yossíb{e to make tfie great 
sacrifíces tiat ín tie system of eyícurean wísáom ayyea r 
be boti unreasonab{e aná tfie greatest of a{{ írre{evan Í(J \', 

Tfie greatness aná majesty of tfie míná tiat on th l' 
strengtfi of íts nature, sacrifícíng one 's own aávantage ·, 

ríses above a{{ {ower ínterests aná rusfies to tfie aíá of 
otfiers, tru{y are cfiaracterístícs tfiat tfie wor{á cannot de • 
wítfiout, tfiat even tfie most sefísfi yerson wou{á be m ost 
re{uctant to míss ín fiís je{{ow creatures. But wítfiout t li c •  
yoínt of víew tfiat ríses above tfie narrow bounáaríe <?/ 
tfiís fije, no contemyt for great áangers aná no áevot ío1 1  
aná seJsacrifíce are yossíb{e wítfiout ídiocy aná 
ínconsequence. Tfiís greatness ís tfius tfie resu{t of í{{u · ion 
aná stuyefactíon, or of a temyerament suítab{e tfier 1 o, of 
sítuatíon ju{{ of áesyeratíon.-It {oses a{{ va{ue beca u ·e t t  
not tfie resu{t of yríncíy{es, from a fiígfier syírít of m índ 
brougfit about by tfiem, as C í e e r o  says: 

Necesse est, qu í  fortís sít, eunáem es se magn í c.m l m 
quí magní an ím í ínví  tum, quí ínvíctus s ít, e'u m t 
fiumanas cú �í r a t que íra se yo íta a rGit  n o  1 
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( · í e e r o. 

1 ' •  1 1 '  f l 1 t li ís granáeur of mín, yeoy{e must he yut ín a 
'• ' ( /  1 1 1 1 1  wiere tfiey are cayah{e of áesíríng {ess a{{ tlie 
,, ,, ,, ¡ ,  t li a t  tlie greater yortíon of fiumaníty áemans so 
1 1 1 1 / l l l ldl'rate{y. To he ah{e to áo tiís, iumaníty must, as I 
' ' ' , , ,, u f  (Jaáy yroven ahove, hecome acquaínteá wítfi more 
' '  1 1 / 1/ f lOOs aná steafast{y yursue tfiís ohjectíve . . A[{ 

1 '•' 1 f t ' I /Ce sfiows tfiat notiíng ís more ah{e to lmínísi tfie 
' " ' '' ' ' ' '  o( tie yresent tfian tfie yrosyect of a hetter future. 
l lt t' ' IJ '' I rm of genuíne morafíty anávírtue tfius ahso{ute{y 
t l l l / 1 1 1 /  i(J wítfiout tiís so fruífu{ manner of tiínkíng. 

• )  .'Morafíty ís just as unah{e to áo wítfiout tiís 
t l l l •  t '¡ l /  of 'Perfectíon as ít ís ah{e to áo wítfiout an 

ti , , . ,  1 f \ 1 1 ' .  tBut tfiís conceyt ís áeyenáent on wfiat yuryose 
f l • '  1 / l t l l k �· liumaníty fias . .Ayerson wio ís goíng to 
f • f i 'J ' t ' t i Y  t omorrow wí{{ certaín{y fiave a áiferent yuryose 
1 1 1 1  1 1  f ¡c • í ng of fiís kíná wfiose exístence ís tfiougfit to 

1 t l l l l / l l ( i  01'1 . 

1 1 1  t ' Very fiuman heíng, tfiere ís an unremíttíng áríve 
11 t l l  t i i /I (J ímyrovement of tfieír ínner aná outer 
l d l l f t l / 1 \'-towará yerfectíoníng . .A{{ fiuman heíngs want 
1'•' •  " " "' 11ene·r, accorlng to tfieír conceyt of hetter, tfian 

1 11 ' 1 1  t ' l l l  t liís moment. But tfiís áríve cannot he come 
1 1 f / 1 1 1 1  wn í. t yeoy{e stí{{ {ack a goa{ tfiat tfiey want to 
'"'' ' ' ' ' ·  • J /j ís goa{ ís an í á e a �  for sínce ít ís to he acfiíeveá 

1 1 1 1 1  1 / ( ' t( ín t o  ·reafí ty, ít cannot he anytfiíng a{reaáy ín 
1 l t' l l l 'c ' . n u ,  at tfiís tíme í t  cannot fiave any reafíty 
1 '"'' l1 1 1 1'1'1a n  ímagínatío. fo·r tfis reason we wou {á 
1 1  •' 1 1 1  /1u n L .e ícfea { or Jíncf ít oo{ísfi, a{{ fi uman a t ív í L  y 
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wou{á eítier cease or árift about aím{ess{y ín 
mísconceytíons; no one wou{á be ab{e to áetermíne wiat 
tiey are workíng towará aná wiat tiey ougit to become. 
Teoy{e wou{á beúeve tiemse{ves everytiíng, aná a{{ 
yrogress, a{{ áeve{oyment of our strengtis, wou{á come to 
stanstí{[ 

Tius, every yerson ias to know wiat tiey want to 
become. Tiey must iave an íáea[ .tná tiere ís no one wi 
áoes not iave one. Tiougi tiís íáea{ everyone ias ín mín 
ís not a{ways tie best yossíb{e of íts tyye, ít remaíns 
nevertie{ess tie fígiest aná Best tiíng tiat suci a yerso 
ís tiínkíng at tie moment. It ís c{ear tiat tiís wí{{ 
generate a great varíety of íáeas, aná tiat ín áJeren t 
yeoy{e tiey wí{{ contraáíct eaci otier ín tie most strík ín 
ways aná not be of tie same wort. Nevertie{ess, a{{ tñe 1  
íáeas are aná remaín, wítiout exceytíon, beiavíora{ 
arcietyyes tiat áifferent yeoy{e iave ín mín. tná tne �· ' 
moáes wí{{ oyerate as suci. 

fowever, wiíst tiís varíatíon ín aná contradict w 
of our íáeas yersíst, wíti tie resuft tiat we use tiem o 
áetermíne very útt{e,for everytiíng áeyens on tie L ru l ll 

aná accuracy of our íáeas; because, too, no one wí{{ Ge a 
to comyreiená aná refute one otier:-tierefore tie írst  
aná yrímary obúgatíon of reason aná moraúty ís to m a 
unmístakeab{e yrogress ín correctíng tie varyíng íáeu f ,· 
aná even moraúty aná yubúc taste. Tie successu{ 
coy{etíon of tiís busíness must necessarí{y resu{t ín 1 h e •  
ínstant aná yermanent eúmínatíon of tie greatest 
ímyeáíments for boti. Tie fact tiat tiís busínes remt t t l l  

íncomy{ete ín our áay ís yroven by tfie yers ísten oj 
contraáíctíon. Tie con traáíctíons seem even to m u rt ! 1 ' 1 \1 
ratier tfian dim íní i __ 
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'Wien we are tius forced 6y our dríve toward 
1 '' ' 1 / t 'c l  íon to move 6eyond tie 'Usua{ and tie tctua; 
' ' ' ' ' ' 1 1 1 1 \'e ín tie míst oj tie 'Usua{ andtie tctua{we do not 
1 1 1 1 t l  t /1 modes we requíre; wien we tius fínd ourse{ves 
/ • ' '  , . , ,d· t o  seek sometiíng 6etter ín everytiíng goo, ín every 
1 '1 1 '' ' u nd c{ass:-wio can io{d ít agaínst us wien we do not 
' ' '1 '  t l i e re 6ut 6ut contínue comyaríng ídeafs untí{we iave 

"' ' ' 'o vered sometiíng tiat ís �est, 6eyond wiíci our 
1 1 1 1 1 1/ f l l l a t íon ís una6{e to trave[ for even sometiíng tiat ís 
, , , , , , , , ,, Better wí{{ not yacify our dríve toward yerfectíon, 
l l ' l l f f ,· t fTaws remaín vísí6{e. 

'Non est 6onítas, esse meúorem yessímo. 
' a 6 e r í u s.3 

Wfioever knows a man's ídea{ knows tie wio{e man 
, , , , ¡  1 1 1 1  (erstanás iís mora{va{ue ín íts entírety. Tiís ídea{ 
• • • l l l r / 1 1 1 \' L fie scryu{ous índex 6y wiose yríces everyone 
11 t l l l l l l lf or se{[-j you know a man's ídea; you can 
' '  l l t l / 1 / lf . Predlct tie way ín wiíci ie wí{{jeiave uyon 
, , . ,  1 1 1 1 1 1  oc asíons, andwiat ie wí{{ crave or ígnore. for ín 
t i  1 '• ' 1  \' 1 1 1 1 's ídea{ are concentrated a{{iís ídeas a6out wiat ís 
l l l l l • f l l ( ' ,  .H�per6, and goo(, tiat, ín tiís wor{{, regarlng 
' ,. 1 1 r / 1 1 1  ma tt ers, a yerson ias iímseJ se en, exyeríence, 
' ' " r l t \'( 'overed tirougi coyarísons wíti otier tiíngs. 

'" ' '  \ t t l l 'u( xyresses tie entíre scoye of one 's know{edge, 
' " ' ' ' \ 1 1 10 re or {ess refíned taste, ínc{ulng tie iígiest 
' ' ' ' ' ' ' '  1 1 \ ' l '  of one 's desíres. Tfiís ídea{ ena6{es us to 
' ""' ' ' '' / u n ( L fi íngs tfiat we wou{dotierwíse unferstand 

' ' " " ' ' d t l / e re n t{y or not  at a{[ Our ídea; f not ímyrove(, 

1 1 1 1 1 1  l u lor 's  11ol · : Thc sourcc o l ' th is  q uotc wou ld appcar to be Pub l i l i us . yrus, i n  
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afso contaíns tie grounds for our reJe{fíousness agaínst a{{ 
more reasonaJ{e convíctíons, agaínst reason's most 
y{ausíJ{e yroos, anf agaínst many an ínstítutíon anf y{an 
tiat wou{{ serve tie common goo. Certaín tiíngs, 
esyecía{{y certaín iígier mora{ trutis, are símy{y 
íncomyreiensíJ{e for very {arge numJers of yeoy{e, wio, 
wií{st tiey contínue to {aci tie necessary iey, tie suítaJ{e 
ífea, can fo naugit Jut see tiem as mere foofísiness. 
Wiat we current{y consífer great, tlie greatest, wí{{ ay_ 
to us ímyossíJ{e, sma{, {ow{y, ínsígnifícant, anf unwortiy 
of our efforts, wií{e we yet {aci sometliíng greater. Wií{e 
we stí{{ {aci tliís inow{efge, ít wí{{ remaín equa{{y 
ímyossíJ{e for us to act accoring{y. 

Wien, tlius, a yerson foes not comyreienf great 
trutlis, or lias no unferstaning tliereo, ie may say to 
liímseJ wíti matiematíca{ certaínty tliat liís ífea{ ís not 
tlie Jest anf tiat lie liímseJ ís not tliat wiícli ie ougit to 6 
anf cou{{ be come. ie may be convíncef tliat even tlie 6 t 
of iís feeds fo not stem from tie yurest of sources; a{{ of 
our fees anf oyíníons, every jufgement, every yrase or 
reJuie, every joy or safness, every anger anf 
issatísfactíon; our assocíatíons, tlie yeoy{e we cfíng to 
aJove otliers, tie suJjects we {ove most to iscuss, tie 
entiusíasm or co{fness wíti wliícli we físten to certaín 

yroyosítíons; our ínterest ín we{-wrítten texts; tie 
se{ectíons we maie to tiese ens;-a{{ tiís revea{s our ídé 
anf consequent{y our true mora{ va{ue, fesyíte a{{ 
artfícía{ yretense anf iyyocrísy. 

But a{{ tiís ayyfíes on{y for tie yeríof of tíme ín 
wiíci a yerson ias suci an ífeaf. Tiís ífea{ must 
necessarí{y vary from yerson to yerson be cause every 
yerson sees anf exyeríences new tiíngs every síng{e a , 
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f Í l l  entíre Cfe yasses ín a sort of correctíon of our [eas. 
'· t (ea " t, we tiínk tiat every ciange ís a correctíon. Tiís 
1 1 1 1  ,. ness ís deyendent on tie greater or {es ser goodness of 
t /H' d rcumstances and matters surrounlng us. Tius, every 
I IW'l,n 6eíng's yrímary duty ís to cioose good comyaníons 
1 H1 tf ' t o  keey to tie 6etter ones on{y. for as soon as your 
1 u m any worsens, deyend on ít, your ídea{ wí{{ aso worsen, 
t lwuy, ímyerceytí6{y. 3ut your ídea{ wí{{ aso 6e enno6{ed 
1 ln your comyany 6ecomes 6etter and no6{er tian you 
1 1 1 t1 ¡ou rsef. .A{tiougi tie comyany one keeys wí{{ never 

1 t i \'(' t yerson to iave an ídea{ tiat tiorougi{y matcies 
t l l  lt ' · '  ídeafs, ít wí{{ nevertie{ess cause tiem to grow more 

1 1 1 1  la r . .And tiís símí{aríty ís tie 6asís for a{{ {ove and 
/ 1  1 1 1  (slip. Tius, tie more enfígitened and reasona6{e 
1 '• i lf i( 6ecome, tie more agreement tiere wí{{ 6e 6etween 
l lt �.poínts of víew, and tie more tiey wí{{ fínd tiemse{ves 
f l l  11 po · í tíon to understand and{ove one anotier. 

'on trastíng{y, too muci lssímí{aríty ín ídeas ís 
Vl t l l  \'eparates yeoy{e, generates ínto{erance and even 

11• 1 1  1 Ni; {ealng ín tie end to iyyer6o{e and desyaír. Jiere, 
t lt f \ / l prosyect oyens uy tiat ís ruínous for eason and tie 
l f i i H'  <!f !írtue. On one ian;yeoy{e wio want to ímyrove 
01 � 101 do wítiout a su6úme ídea[ 3ut on tie otier ian; 

h l f /1 l7 s 'more Úke{y to em6ítter one 's enjoyment of tiís 
(1/t , ma¿e one use{ess for tiís wor{; and {augia6{e or iated 
fl 1 / l i' 1 yes f iís contemyoraríes, tian makíng use of suci 
, {¡ l (,l (. 

'l l ' l liaypy, tiríce uniayyy seems tie man wio acts or 
ll f t� ,· u ·cordlng to suci an ídeaú 

'tJ ma í t·re d'tpícure en fít Capprentssage, 
So'l yais e rut Jau. 
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L a F o n t a í n e . 

tnd everyone wfwse way of tiíniíng, wietier true or 
Jafse, ís not sufícíent{y ín stey wíti tiat of iís 
contemyoraríes ís goíng to exyeríence tiís. Wioever ias a 
very iígi ídea{ ín mínd wí{{ fínd and iscover tirougiout 
tiís wíde, wíde wor{d notiíng 6ut yro6{ems, ín comyaríson 
wíti tiís ídea[ lo iím, everytiíng must ayyear far 
6eneati iís ídea, and tius yoor and ímyerfect. fe can áo 
naugit 6ut iscover j{aw after j{aw ín wiat yeoy{e tiíni 
tie 6est tiíngs of a{t ). Wiat a source of iscontentment 

Tout vous paroit charmant, c'est le sort de votre áge. 
Quelqu'un pourtant m'écrit, et j 'en crois son suffrage, 
Que de tout ce qu'on voit on est fort ennuyé, 
Que les arts, les p laisirs, les esprits font pitié; 
Qu' i l  ne nous reste plus que des supericies; 
Des pointes, du jargon, de tristes faceties, 
Et qu'a force d'esprit et de petits talents 
Dans peu nous pourrions bien n'avoir plus le bon sens. 
Comment, vous qui voyez si bien les ridicules, 
Ne m' en dites-vous rien? tenez-vous aux scrupules? 
Toujours bon, toujours dupe.-
Je ne vous fais pas un fort grand sacriice, 
En m'éloignant d'un monde a qui je rends justice. 
Tout ce qu'on est forcé d'y voir et d'endurer 
Passe bien l 'agrément qu'on peut y rencontrer. 
Trouver a chaque pas des gens insupportables, 
Des latteurs, des valets, des plaisants détestables 
Des jeunes gens d'un ton, d'une stupidité ! .  . . .  
Des femmes d'un caprice et d'une fausseté! .  . . .  
Des prétendues esprits souffrir la sufisance 
Et la grosse gayeté de l 'épaisse opulence, 
Tant de petits talents ou je n'ai pas de foi; 
Des réputations, on ne Syait pas pourquoi; 
Des protégés si bas! des protecteurs si betes! . .  
Des ouvrages vantés qui n'ont n i  pieds, n i  tetes; 
Faire des soupers ins ou l 'on périt d'ennui 
Vieiller par air, en fin se tuer pour autrui; 
Franchement, d.es plaisirs, des biens de cette sorte 
Ne font pas, quand on pense, une chaine bien forte, 
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t orment! 

Et, pour vous parler vrai, je trouve plus sen sé 
Un homme sans projets, dans sa terre ixé, 
Qui n'est ni complaisant, ni valet de personne. 
Que tous ces gens bri l lants qu'on mange, qu'on friponne, 
Qui, pour vivre a París avec l 'air d'etre heureux, 
Au fonds n'y sont pas moins ennuyés qu'eunnuyeux. 

L e M e e h a n t. d e G r e s s e t. Act 1 1 .  c. 3 & 7 . 
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Tfiougi ie knows wfiat ís better, ie wou[ be fiayyíer if ñe 
l( not know ít. for everywfiere fie fíns notiíng but 
contralctíons, and no suítab[e antídote agaínst tfiem. 1i 
sítuatíon ís agonízíng and cannot be seyarated from tfie 
ídea of a better yossíb[e conltíon. Wfiat remaíns but tie 
ídea of usíng reforms to rí( oneseJ of sucfi ug[y yroyects? 
Tie wísi and tfie efort to force tiís random[y driftíng 
wor[( ínto a more y[easíng siaye? 

Tfie fact tiat tfie wor[( nees suci reform ís yroven 
by yeoy[e 's genera[ lssatísfactíon. But wiat wou[( beco m 
of tie wor[( if everyone wio je[t ca[[e( to do so wou[( 
succee( ín forcíng tie wor[( ínto a sfiaye tiat y[eased ñ í m 

fere, ít ís true, yassíon and ímagínatíon fiave a 
great dea[ of scoye for occuyyíng tfiemse[ves wíti dream ' 
and fabrícatíons . tn( sad exyeríence siows tfiat a great 
dea[ fias be en dreamt about tfiís sort of tfiíng, ín every a¡¡ , 

But even tfie terrítory of dreams and syecu[atíon fias í t  ,. 
fímíts . .tnd so, fíie everywfiere, iere too we can 
diferentíate between truti, and dreams and jo[[y. �u n ((' '' ' 
destroys ítse, Re asan can never go beyond tie nature o/ 
an object. But tfiís nature ínc[udes tie yuryose of any g t v 
tiíng, or tie reason wfiy ít ias be en created tius aná tWI 
some otier way. f you know tiís yuryose, you know t ir e •  
nature as we[[ for you know exact[y wfiat ciaract Yl \' l  t e  
are essentía, and wiat are non-essentía,for an obj · t  l o  
acfiíeve sucfi a yuryose. 

eason tiat wísies to devíse tfie ídea[ for any 1 '  ,, , , , .  
tiíng wí[[ tfius iave to adfiere to tfiat tfiíng 's yuryo '<' t 1 1  
arder not to get [ost ín dreams. It wí[[ fiave to ma ín l a t n  
tiat a tfiíng 's ídea[ be yerfec t íon ín íts tyye. .ís reu \'01 1  
wí[[ ca[[ a tfiíng y e ·r f t wfio e varíous iaracl t 'r t ,' l t c 
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1 1 1 1  1 1 1 1 1  t L ían wítiout exceytíon as means for acliíevíng íts 
I ' I I I J I (h'e, tliat ís everytliíng tliat tliíng can be on tlie 

1 1 ,. , ,,I J I  i of íts lsyosítíon aná yuryose. e asan 's íáea{ for 
, . , . , 1¡ 1 fi íng wí{{be tliat tiíng 's áeve{oymenta{maxímum. 

'Ti us, wlien we are ta{iíng about tlie íáea{jor liuman 
1 ' 1 ' 1 / t ' ( ' / ion, liere too we run ínto tlie áoctríne of liumaníty 's 
1 ' 1 1 1 1 '1 1 ''<' . .tná we wí{{ liave to conceáe tliat liumaníty 's 
1 ' • ' 1 / t ' t ' l lon must be assumeá to áifer baseá on tlie áifferent 
1 '" ' 1 11 \'(1 , one consíáers liumaníty to liave, aná wlietlier one 
1 1 1 1 1 1 k '' li u mans transítory or enáuríng creatures. for tlie 
' ' " " "' or our áeve{oyment contract ín one case aná exyaná 
1 1 1  1 1 1 1 '  ol lier. 

·�) :ven more ínlsyensab{e to lorafíty ís tlie conceyt 
•1 , 1 j 1 1  1 u re. But tliere can be no true future f liuman beíngs 

t f l •' 1 10 1  enáuríng beíngs. loraíty tlierefore, for tliís re asan 
f 1 1 ' 1 ' 1 1 ,  'annot lsyense wítli tlie áoctríne of our contínuíng 

( \ / t ' I I Ce. 

l 'eoy{e norma{{y cfíng to tlie Present. But tlie íáea 
l l l • l l l 'n n  {evate tliem above a{{beíngs of a {ower nature, 
1 1 1 • ' 1 1,1 1 1 1  1 i,ey áo not a{ways áo so, ís tlie íáea of a future, or 
•1 1 1 ' 1 1 1 1 1  m ay yet come to yass. Wítliout tlie liep of tliís íáea 

' '' '' '  , , ( \' no true yerfectíon of tlie mín. Wítliout ít even 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  f í 'imyossíb{e. Tlierefore tliís íáea cannot be 

• • ' 1 1 1 1 / l enáeá enougli to yeoy{e . tná tlie yrosyect of tlie 
/ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ' ,  un e oyeneá, cannot be exyanáeá enougli. 

Wi n our con es are fímíteá to tlie yresen t, ís tliat 
f • ' • 1 1 1 1/ wpyo eá t o  íncfl a te yrundlty a ná greatnes of 
, , . , , , ;• ,'} 'or m í{ú n n ía t ie r n t  lia b n tli 'Our f 
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great resuús . .tnd yet even at tíís very íour we stí{{ act a 
f :Nature ís goíng to come to a stan.stí{{ after tíís mom n 
as f wíat ís íayyeníng now ís tíe on{y tííng tíat wí{{ ev 
ve, and wí{{ iave no consequences. Wí{{ tíese cíí{dren 
never mature ínto men? Is :Nature cayav{e on{y of startín 
tííngs, 6ut not comy{etíng tíem? 

Tíe c{ou-cayyed towers, tíe gorgeous ya{aces, 
Tíe so{emn temy{es, tíe great g{ove ítse, 
Yes, a{{ wíící ít íníerít, sía{{ isso{ve; 
.tn, fíke tíís ínsuvstantía{ yageant Jade(, 
Leave not a rack veíín: We are sucí stu. 
s dreams are made on, and our fítt{e fije 
Is rounded wítí a s{eey. 
T í e Te m y e s t . .tct 4. 1 

Jlemoríes of so mucí tíat ís no more are so sad and 
isyírítíng; a{{ tíat ís {ejt to us s uncertaínty, regret, a nd 
síame, and worry avout wíat ís stí{{ to come. Tíe vest tU l  
most reasonav{e tííng tíat we íave gaíned on tíís yat fi ' '  
tíe vefíeJ ín tíe emytíness and vaníty of a{{ íuman tfi í t ll f ' • 
Is, tíen, tíís tíougít of ja{fíng from so mucí greatness 1 o 
comy{ete notííngness-tíe tíougít of not exístíng at all 
tíe tíougít avout tíe correctness of a{{ greatness, tfí INI I  
ín tíe fraí{ty and yoínt{ess mutavífíty of a{{ tííngs, w í 1 l l c  J U  
tíe yrosyect of sometííng tíat s rea, great, and 
ímmutav{e, ís tíís a y{easurav{e, uy{iftíng tíougít for 
veíngs wíose nature requíres tíem to stríve so íardj(n 
y{easurav{e, {astíng sensatíons? Wíat ís a{{ tíís yre e n i  ti  
jo{dero{? Wíat va{ue can ít íave f ít {eas to notfíny 1 1 1 
tíe end? Tíe on{y va{ue tfíere ís to everytííng tíat ia ,. 
íayyene, and ías yet to fíayyen, ís ín íts conseq u  nCl ' ''· 
Wíat va{ue can a je fíave f ít ías no  conseq uen e · '  'J / 1  • 
tíougfít of :Notfííng í t fie  m osL unvearav{e, u n tí ín kab/(• 
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l lwugh t, the most outríght enemy of a[[ yeace, a[[ greatness, 
1 1  ( 1 va lue, a[[ human áesíres, a[[ menta[ actívítíes. 

O, how áiferent ít a[[ [ooks when, after the áeath of a 
' 1 1 / l &fUeror covereá ín g[ory, hís [ife ís reaá backwars! 
l l ' l ' ryt híng that [eá one to exyect great áeeás suááen[y 
r i J IJWars aborteá aná íncoy[ete. Now at [ast we reaúze 
1 1 1 1 t f  a ceyt that thís game haá an en; that nothíng more 
1 11 1 // crme . ..ná we marveC aná wonáer if ít was worth the 
fl l l fdju{j aná the troub[e, to make such y[ans, awaken suci 
,. ! I( 'C /  a tíons, satísfy none of them, aná úe áown to rot? 
1 ¡ ¡ t ft fen [y, everythíng has taken on a coy[ete[y new 
l l l l ' t l l l íng. We thínk comy[ete[y áifferent[y about ít. 
' ' '' ' n¡thíng we_ once exyecteá occurreávery áiferent[y. 
1 11 1 '  most  áeeájí[[eá [fe of a C a  e s  a r or an 
\ 1 t '  • a n á e r, what ís ít after a[[ at the ená of theír track? 
\ fl t fi a t  remaíns aná áescenás áown to us seems oryhaned; 

" ' '"" ,((rneá. We reaá about the áees of a yerson who no 
'' ' "l f l 'r  xísts. They are úke a buí[dlng once occuyíeá that 
' '" ' 1 1 o w  ja[[en ín. Though the she[[ stí[[ exísts, the �írít has 
"' ' 1 '" rl e á. .t[[ these resy[enáent buí[dlngs of yast human 
t l r ' t 'd '' now turn ínto ruíns. It ís a útt[e embarrassíng to 
1 \' r l l lde r th rough these ruíns, to reaá one 's own fate, 

/ 1 1 1 \ \l tng t ha t  we ourse[ves can exyect nothíng better. 

Who here áoes not fee[ the áesíre for thíngs that are 
1 1 1 1 1 1  t '  / 1  · t íng aná ín more yerfect accorá wíth our 
' ' ' r m n wb[e exyectatíons? We a[[ wísh ít, aná must wísh ít; 
/ t i / /  \ 1 1 ( 1  do not fíná ít  on thís Earti, among the thíngs we 
/ rr • r  1 1 1 1 / C '  a wa re of here. Thus we seek ít outsíáe thís wor[d; 
" " '  ,· t t f l '  L í  . Who can b[ame us ?  Who, ín the áe[i:ríum of hís 
'' ' ' 1 '/ l l l l ess or h ís va:n íty, wou[á be so crue[ as to s na tch 
r l l \1 1 1 1/ n (;(ee (y bow d' ¡yírít 's o[e s upyort ,  wh íc. í L  í us íng 
' ' '  ' ' 1 1 1 / ( f ' e re ' / ? Jl ís · ímy[y ímyo íb. to " n}oy i ;  a nd' L o  
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6eaeve tiat everytiíng ís emyty, yoínt{ess, ranáom, eví, 
vaín, aná temyorary. 

for tiís reason, no iuman 6eíng can áo wítiout tie 
future. If tiere ís no future, our aves are tie most yatietíc 
of comedies. \ná tie more a yerson ias aciíeveá ín iís fje, 
tie more yatietíc ít ayyears. lie more tie iuman míná 
áeve{oys, tie more ít aves ín tie future, tie more ít 
antícipates íts exístence, so to yeai. 'lie Present ís notiíne 
more tian a moment. lie Past toucies tie Present, 6ut ít 
awaiens saá memoríes. lie :future a{one ís constant{y 
startíng afresi, aná extenfs a{{ tie way ínto Infíníty. 
Every one of our áesíres ís evíáence for tie :future aná 

yresuyyoses 6eaej ín ít. Our 6est aná most useju{ y{ans wíll' 
a{ways extená 6eyoná our own {ijetímes; tiey start to 
yrovíáe tieír 6enefíts after we are no more. We y{ant tre 
wiose siaáe not we 6ut our áescenáants wí{{ enjoy. 

Des síec{es a venír je m'occuye sans cesse 
Ce qu'í(s diront áe moí, m'agíte et m'íntéresse. 
Je veux m'éterníser, et áans ma vaníté 
J'ayyrens, queje suís faít your Címmortaaté. 
R a e í n e. Poeme sur {a neag. 

Yesteráay, 'loáay, aná'lomorrow!-Wiat dissímí{ar 
cií{áren of one fatier-'líme! Wien a áeeá ís germínating, 
iow áfferent ít {oois from wien ít 6ursts ínto 6{ossom; an 
iow disfígure, iow stripyeá of íts sy{enáor áoes tie áea' 
áeeá ayyear ín íts wínding sieet! It ís true tiat tie fu u 
ís covereá 6y a veí{ tiat no morta{ ianá can remove 
entíre{y. But Reason ís siary-sígiteá enougi to yeei 
tirougi íts gays aná quíte justfía6{y exyect quíte 
sígnifícant tiíngs. 'liere ís sometfiíng great ín tie fa t t 
of a{{ inown creatures, iumans are tie on{y ones wfio 

1 62 



l lw y  are goíng to úe. We are afso tfie on[y ones wfio are 
{ opensated for tiís wítfi tfie fioye of a new exístence. 

To eacfi untiínkíng beíng, feav 'n a fríen, 
jíves not tfie use[ess know[edge of íts en: 
To man ímyarts ít, Eut wítfi sucfi a víew 
s, wfií[e fie dreas ít, makes fiím fioye ít too: 
Tfie fiour conceaC d and so remate tfie fear, 
Deatfi stí[[ draws nearer, never seemíng near. 
jreat stanúng mírac[e! tfiat feav'n as sígn'd 
Its on[y tfiínkíng tfiíng, tfiís turn of mín. 
P o  y e. Essay on man. p. s. 

Tfiís fioye s tfie resut of iumaníty's fiígier, 
1 Nl 'Onab[e befíef It teacfies us tfiat ít ís ímyossíb[e tfiat 
1/ ve rytfiíng cou[d exíst to no en, tfiat our tíme on eartfi 
wod be tfie most ríúcu[ous tfieater of a[[ f tfiere were no . tU' ' tators, or if syecíes were maíntaíned at tie exyense 
1 1 / lt f  tfie exc[usíon of ínúvíduas. 

f wítfiout consequences tfie entíre Past and Present 
lf 1 rpoínt[ess and ín vaí, and tfius cannot fiave va[ue, stí[[ 
1 /l u L  wfiícfi occurs Today wí[[ not and must not necessarí[y 
/lf1 w í tfiout consequences. But f every T o da y, fíke 
\1 l' · t e r da y, fias consequences, tfien tfiey contaín reason 
1 nougfi to exy[aín wfiy everytfiíng today fiayyens tfie way 
1 1 {(, and not otfierwíse. Tfie .'uture ís tfius tfie key and 
t 'in mentary to tfie text of tfie Present and Past, wítfiout 
wli cfi tf is auxííary makes no sense and ís coy[ete[y 
lm ·omyrefiensíb[e. Wfiat fiayyens befare our eyes, wfiatever 
fl l 1 u re ít be, bíg or sma[{, s tfius neítfier random, nor 
1 11 1  n t ú s, nor ín vaín. Tfie yroof of íts necessíty and 
I I I.J? opríateness an be found ín íts [ater consequences. 
Wliu t fwyyens toáa y  fiayyens so tfiat consequences an 
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ayyear to serve as tlie causes of even more dlstant efects. 
Tlie entíre Tresent tlius occurs for tlie sake of tlie future . 
ln( for yrecíse{y tliís reason, as soon as every event must 
liave a reason ín orfer to liave a va{ue, tliere must exíst an 
ínfíníte, for us ímmeasuraJ{e, future. 

Even tlie most sensua{ of a{{ liuman Jeíngs tlius 
cannot fo wítliout tlie ífea of a future. Sliow me tlie yerson 
wlio lias no fesíres at a{{? But tlie oJjects of a{{ fesíres fíe ín 
tlie future. Enjoyment ítse, if ít ís not to tíre, if ít ís to 

yrovífe true y{easure, must necessarí{y awaken new fesír 
anf consequent{y new yrosyects ín tlie uture. lnyone wño 
wants to Jecome actíve or liayyy must lioye or fear, must 
crave or {oatlie, or ese a{{ liís actívíty wí{{ ceas e. If tfiere s 
no future, no furtlier consequences, a{{ yrosyects vanísli, 
anf a{{ actívíty endS wíti Notliíngness. Tlien notliíng 
Jecomes tlie liígliest anf fína{ oJjectíve of our eforts aná 
our yowers. Tien, everytliíng tliat ís yast ís gone forever. 
But f tliere ís a future, tlie Tast uves on ín tlie Tresent and 
generates tlie Tresent, anf notliíng ís {ost ín tliís worf. tfl 
strengtlis, a{{ ínsíglits, a{{ moáifícatíons of tlie yríor worú 
are unítef ín tlie Tresent to generate a future state.-0! tñ 
future ís tlie greatest of a{{ ífeas. It ís tlie {je of a{{ actíon 
anf cognítíon. Wlien tlis syírít faífs, everytliíng around' u� 
Jecomes vaín anf fea; tlius ít cannot Je an emyty con t 
freamt uy 6y our vaníty or se-{ove. 

Even tlie most vírtuous, seTess yerson cannot fo 
wítliout tlie future. for tlie more vírtuous anf mora{ a 
yerson ís, tie more reasonaJ{e anf moferate liís fesíre . 
Every moferatíon of tfie fesíres yresuyyoses an accur.t e 
estímatíon of tlie gooS ín questíon, liowever . l yer on wli c •  
ís to moferate liís fesíres must be strong enougli to r i t 
tlie yower anf weíglit of tlie Presen t. To tliís en[, lie m u  ' l  
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/1(' more or {ess ab{e to see tfie consequences tiat wí{{ aríse. 
' l lie íáea of tfie future ís tfierefore tfie funáamenta{ 
1 eq u írement for a{{ wísáom, c{everness, temyerance, justíce, 
uná a{{ conceívab{e usages of Reason. 

Tfiís goes so far tiat anyone too weai to ríse above 
t fi' nearest aná most ímmeiate consequences, or yreict ín 
t 1  (vanee wiat mígit fiayyen, fiímseJ áegraáes ínto a 
1 la ín aná ís unfít. Sfiame aná siyness, emotíons natura{ 
1 o a yet unsyoí{eá sou, exyresseá by every áeeá for wfiíci 
fU'C�p{e must aámít to tfiemse{ves tfiat tiey cannot recion 
w í t i  tieír je{{ow iuman beíngs ' acc{aím but are mucfi more 
( k {y to become tie object of tieír contemyt-sfiame aná 
,.¡, y ness, say 1, tfiougi tiey cannot tfiemse{ves aríse wítfiout 
t i  (ooi ínto tie future, wí{{ a{ways gíve away wií{e 
1'/T ctíve tie fact tiat a yerson ís a newcomer aná a 
/ l l'oyfiyte at tfie Scfioo{ of .aúce. .ná ímyortuníty aná 
1 1�pertínence are tie maris of tfie aávances maáe, tie sií{{s 

aná exyertíse acquíreá ín tat scioo[ Peoy{e conscíous of 
liu v íng yerformeá an unjust aná isgraceju{ áeeá inow 
/ o m exyeríence wiat juágements aná reyroacies awaít 
t liem.  f tiey now jo{{ow tfie fírst aná most natura{ of tieír 
/ 1 eúngs, tiey wí{{ avoíá tie socíety of otier iuman beíngs 
In  oráer to avoíá a{{ b{ame aná reyroacies, to not fiear 
ol l1 rs 'juágements about tfiemse{ves, or to be ab{e to 
I 'Onvínce tfiemsefves tfiat yeoy{e are not maiíng 
f tuigements about tfiem. Peoy{e úie tfiat, wfio craw{ away 
for t f,e isgrace 's saie, are not {ost for !írtue. But fie wfio 
!rus {e a me á a{{ fiís {essons from tfie Scfioo{ ofl!íce, aná 
/ n í ·ieá fis áegree, sees furtfier tfian tfiís aná iscovers tfie 
1 1 1  n e r  consequences beyoná tfiese tfiat are more favorab{e to 
(1 m · fJ. J{e inows tfie yeoy{e fie ís áeaúng wítfi. e inows 
t lia t fi ís juáges :re e itfi e r  not  mucfi better or are yeoy{e wfio 
l 't l  1 1  v ry e a  í{y ov r{ooi t fie worst  ín  om on wfio s a6{e 
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to entertaín tíem wítí íís wít, frígíten tíem wítí íís 
mígít, 6únd tíem wítí íís lsy[ay, or yurcíase tíeír 
ayyrova[ wítí íís fortune. fe understands tíe art of 
6ecomíng ín1syensa6[e to yeoy[e ín anotíer way, and íe 
inows on[y too we[[ tíat tíousans of foos and ví[[aíns le 
ín tís wor[c{ wítíout ever íavíng found out tíat tíey were 
recogníze( as sucí. ') fe inows, too, tíat even ín tíe worst 
cases yeoy[e wí[, sooner or [a ter, tíre of tíeír ye[{íng and 
tíeír 6[ame, and tíat everytííng ín tíís wor[c{ deyends on 
wío fírst succeeS ín fatíguíng tíe otíer man. Sucí yeoy[e 
inow exact[y wíat yersístence ís caya6[e o, and tíat ín ti 
en{ yersístence wí[[ remove a[[ o6stac[es, tone down a[[ 
judgements. Tíey inow tíat a[[ tíe attacis ín tíís wor[{ 
are notííng more tían attemyts to maie your oyyonent 
yíe[, and to fínd out wío wí[[ 6e tíe fírst to run away. 
Sucí yeoy[e inow very we[[ tíat to 6e resyected and feared' 
you must maie yeoy[e fe e[ tíat tíey are not resyected and' 
tíat tíey are consídered wortí[ess. ·) Teoy[e aware of tíe ir 
suyeríoríty over tíeír oyyonents wí[[ stey forward wítiout 
fear, and wítí tíeír yresence command maúcíous gossíy to 
ceas e . 

t quíte diferent way to lsarm oyyonents of tíeír 
courage ís tíe one used 6y ví[[aíns wío fee[ tíemse[ves 
weai. Exyeríence ías taugít tíem tíat to acííeve tíeír 
o6jectíves tíey must syare no accusatíons, tíey must us 
com6at comyosure wítí tíeír own íeat and veíemen , 
and tíat to acííeve tíeír own ends tíey must dwe[[ ín 

Tout le monde dit d'un fat qu ' i l  est un fat. Personne n'ose lo t u l  di 
a lui  meme. 11 meurt sans le savoir et sans que personne s'en soit ven . 

L a  B r u 
Nihil in vulgo modicum. Terrere, ni paveant. Ubi pertimuerint, impun 

contemni .  
T o 1 t u  
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�·ñaáow for yeríos of tíme. Peoy{e fíke tlíat tlíus exyect tlíe 
1e "t from íme aná know tlíat wítlí ít even tlíe worst tííngs 
w í{ 6e forgotten' .. ), r tíey make an ayyea{ to yeoy{e 's sef 
(ove aná vaníty, gívíng tlíem tlíe most áesíraJ{e, ju{{est 
l!pportuníty for sefsatísfactíon, aná to fee{ tlíemse{ves 
Hlperíor 6y comyaríson to some ugíer tlííng. Tlíís tyye of 
p Y on knows too we{{ tlíat yeoy{e are unaJ{e to líate tíat 
wii íclí í{{umínates tlíeír own advantages. Tlíey tlíerefore 
t cñ. íeve a{{ tlíeír ens 6y usíng yatíence, vo{untary 
,·u6míssíon, aná yersístent, reyeated líumífíatíon to conquer 
HTt líeír oyyonents ' contumacy. Jor tlíe sake of tlíeír goa{ 
ná íts consequences, tlíey yut uy wítí everytlííng . .Aná 

1 H' Y are never tlírown out tlíe front áoor wítlíout 
rn mefíate{y re-ayyearíng from tlíe síáe. No áe6asement, no 

(ow treatment, no ínsu{t can defeat tíeír courage. No 
1 1 1a t ter wíat líayyens to tlíem, tlíey manage to ayyear 
pt'n ítent, or fíke a cfíent wlío 6efíeves líe receíves on{y gooá 
t �ea tment. Tlíís {asts untí{ tíey fína{{y succeeá ín 
t 1  ��akeníng tlíe tíougít decísíve for tíem, tíat a yerson of 
li(l íY tyye cou{á not yossíJ{y 6e so eví{ and deyrave, 6e so 
1 ( ' morseju{ for íís erros, aná enáure so mucí ín arder to 
1 l 'f!a ín tíe {ost resyect of íís je{{ow íuman 6eíngs. Tíís 
( Íl l ' Y fore ís tíe great secret of exyert eví: tíat ít ís 
m ortunate aná ímpertínent; tíat ít can wítí tíe greatest 

1' l'i íon ca{cu{ate aná yrefíct tíe true reasons for and 
0 di4 at íon of every rejectíon and contumacy; tíat even tíe 
lo t L r líave tíeír fímíts; tíat no man wí{{ resíst forever; aná 
1 /i a t  every yerson ís ínvíncíJ{e from one síde on{y, aná even 
/ 1 om t líat síáe tíey are ínvíncíJ{e on{y to a certaín áegree. 
'Mo e · ty, Síyness, anáTímífíty do not know tíís. Tíey 

Relinquendum etiam rumoribus tempus, quo senescant. Plerumque 
innocentes recenti invidiae imparis. 

T u  e i t u s. 
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tiínk too we[[ of otier _peo_p[e. Tius tiey [ag 6eiínd on 
every front ín questíons of revenge, wií[e tie ví[[aín, wiose 
ieart ís jí[[ed wíti contem_pt for tiem, wio ríicu[es tieír 
sím_pícíty and siort-sígitedness, goes swift[y and sure[y to 
iís goa[-We are a[[ suci ex_perts on _peo_p[e, suci fríenS 
and _promoters ofYírtue. Tiís ís tie way we are we[comíng 
tie fact tiat modesty ís 6ecomíng rarer, and íyertínence 
more wídes_prea. Our 6fíndness and siort-sígitedness are 
wiat ís unifyíng and maíntaíníng tie Em_píre of Eví[ 

S'í[ avoít moíns des du_pes, í[ y auroít moíns de ce 
qu'on a_p_pe[[e des iommes fíns ou entendus et de ceux, 
quí tírent autant de vaníté, que de istínctíon, 
a avoír su, _pendant tout [e cours de [eur víe, tromper 
[es autres. Comment vou[ez-vous, qu'un iomme, a qui 
[e manque de _paro[e, [es mauvaís ofíces, [a four6erí , 
6íen [oín de nuíre, ont méríté des graces et  des 
6íenfaíts de ceux meme a quí í[ manqué de servír ou 
déso6fígés, ne _présume _pas ínfíníment de soí et de son 
índustríe? 
L a B r u y e r e. 

E ven více cannot exíst ín tie a6sence of a future. 
fow muci more ímyortant tien ís tie conce_pt of tie 
future for Yírtue, wiíci fíves on[y ín tie future and wií i 
ís ím_possí6[e wítiout one? fere, tie ídea of a future ís so 
sígnifícant tiat ít a[one ias tie _power to gíve our míns 
tie strengti tiat Yírtue actua[[y ís. Tiere ís no more 
unmístaia6[e sígn of anímaf-fíie weakness tian tie 
ína6ífíty to ríse a6ove tie ínj{uences of ímmeiate[y 

_p[easant or uny[easant consequences, tian tie ína6ífíty to 
envísage tie consequences of a consequence. Sucfi _peoyú 
fínd tiemse[ves, duríng tfieír fíves ' duratíon, ín a stat o '  
mere suferíng, and ín tfie _power of otfiers, tieír own m ' 1. 
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1 1actíve. Tiís ínahífíty to yícture tie consequences of tie 
1'01 '1 "equences, and to desíre and act accoring{y, generates 
1 lie weakness of ciaracter tiat ís, desyíte oi-so-deceytíve 
1 1pyearances of kíná-ieartedness and goodwí{, tie source of 
f tCeness tiat ín turn wí{{ Gecome yretense and ítsef be tie 
wurce of many víces. Tiís ís tie source of a{{ Jase siame 
1 1 11á unseasonab{e iuman awe, tiat dangerous c{ff for a{{ 
1 1  Ll vírtue'). Tiís weakness renders us íncayaG{e of 
t � us íng requests and forces us to make yromíses we are 
l i t' t ier ab{e nor wí[íng to carry out. In tie en, ít 
l u Ct íyfíes tie eví{ we were attemytíng tius to avoía ). Tiís 

Des superbes mortels le plus affreux líen 
N' en doutons point, Amauld, c 'est la honte du bien. 
Des plus nobles vertus, cette adroite ennemie 
Peint l 'honneur a nos yeux des traits de l 'infamie; 
Asservit nos esprits sous un joug rigoureux, 
Et nous rend l 'un et l 'autre esclaves malheureux. 
Par elle la vertu devient likhe et timide. 
Vois-tu ce libertin en public intrépide, 
Que preche contre un Dieu que dans son ame il croit? 
11 irait embrasser la vérité qu'il voit: 
Mais des ses faux amis il craint la raillerie, 
Et ne brave ainsi Dieu que par poltronnerie. 
C'est la de tous nos maux le fatal fondement: 
Des jugements d'autrui nous tremblons follement, 
Et chacun l 'un de l 'autre adorant les caprices, 
Nous cherchons hors de nous nos vertus et nos vices. 

Id Ht gcnus hominum pessumum, 
I n  denegando modo quis pudor paullum adest: 
Post ubi iam tempus est promissa perici, 
Tum coacti necessario se aperiunt, et timent. 
Et tamen res cogit denegare. l bi 
Tum eorum impudentissima oratio est: 
Quis tu es? qu is mihi es? cur meam tibi? heus, 
Proxumus sum egomet mihi .  Attamen, ubi ides? 
Si roges, nihi l  pudet: hic, ubi opus est, 

B o i 1 e a u. Ep. 3 .  

Non verentur: i l l ic, ubi n ih i l  opus est, ibi verentur. [ sic] 
T e r e n c e  in Andria . Act i V . c. l 
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íncayacíty to yredict certaín consequences ín advance 
renders us íncayab[e of resístíng ujust demands; ít índuce · 
us agaínst our wí[[ to do disgracefu, crímína[ favors for 
yeoy[e; ít generates síyness ani tímídity and ís tíe reason 
wíy yeoy[e never be[ong to tíemse[ves. It aso renders us 
íncayab[e of bearíng ínsu[ts and sfígíts wítí decency and 
digníty, forcíng us to resort to duyícíty and yretence . ta· 
sensuafíty, wíící íves on[y ín tíe yresent, ías no otíer 
basís tían tíís weakness, tíís ínabífíty to se e beyond tíe 
most direct consequences and keey more distant goodnes ·e 
ín mín: lany a strengtí, even, becomes notííng more 
tían a weakness wíen ít starts to dwe[[ on a subordinate 
consequence and does not [ook beyond ít. 

f everytííng ías a consequence-and every tííng 
must íave one, otíerwíse a[[ wou[d be íncomy[ete, beca usc• 
tíere wou[d be no adequate reason wíy anytííng síou[d 
íave been started and tíat wíící ías been started íave 
yrogressed as far as ít ías done, because ít ís ímyossíb. jo 
Sometííng to end wítí Notííng, wítíout [osíng a[[ va[u e  
and apyearíng suyerj[uous, yoínt[ess, and ímyerfect-f, m 
say, everytííng ías a consequence, tíen every conseque t l c ' 
ías a consequence as we[. Tíus, a future exísts, becau l' 
tíere exísts a seríes of consequences tiat íave yet to OC( ' IH , 
Tíís seríes eítíer yrogresses on ínto tíe Infíníte or, f L r c • t  
ís a consequence we can consíder tíe fína[ consequen e of 
tíís [ong sequence, ít cannot be arbítrarí[y assígned o 1 11 1  
or tíat consequence. Wíetíer nature 's actívíty com · l o 1 1  
standstí[[ or yrogresses even urtíer onwaris cannoL 
deyend on our ínterest or our arbítrary wí[[ f ín L h i \' 

yrocess we dwe[[ on one consequence or efect tfíat a n /lc •  
consídered tíe fína[ actívíty and tfíe goa[ of a[[ nat ural  
actívíty, we cannot [ack ,O'Y :mmediate rea ons ju · t  1 / \1 1 
sucí a statement. s fi L m u  t be of u fí a tyye 1 h a t  1 1  
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( , ¡ ,� ,· not one síng[e ciaracterístíc necessary for maiíng 
1 1 1 / \' conc[usíon a necessíty andan obfígatíon for a[[ 
11 1 1 / I IU niín. In siort, ít must be of suci a tyye tiat no one 
' 1 1 1 / lt (  reasonab[y exyect a furtier consequence to resu[t, 
r l l l t l t l , dscovery siou[á entíre[y satísfy our reason and our 
t l 1 f l  ,. , for inow[eáge. 

.nyone wio tiínis tiat an ená[ess seríes of causes 
'" '" 11({1 cts exísts can go on tiíniíng tiat way f ie íies. 
11 1 1 1 /t(1  í tiíniíng more tian ís necessary, or more tian 1 

' "" 1 ( lquíríng iere. lt remaíns yossíb[e tiat even tie 
, 1 1 / l \'t •quence our reason consíáers to be tie fína[ one may 
l •' ' l l  •n  rate aáítíona[ consequences. But because we do 
"' ' ' mow ít, ít s as muci for us as f ít día not exíst at a[[ 
l l l r' 1 1 0 1  ure of our mín; wiíci must reduce a[[ díversíty to 
1 1 1 1 1 1  1/ u nd tius to a fírst and Last, w iíci requíres a fíxed 
1 '' " ' ' '  o( víew ín arder to maie [ong-[astíng, unform, and 
r l / 1 1 'onlant juágments, to bríng concordance and 

11 1 1 1 / 1 1 1  m íty even unto áeeS-our reason wiíci stríves for a 
• • l fd ,  t m mutab[e objectíve-tiís reason of ours s wiat tru[y 

t f l l d  1 1  t7entCy requíres and nees to dwe[[ by one of tiese 
' ' " ' t ' l f U nces, for us to be ab[e to maie jugments anátaie 

'' ' / 1 1 1 1 1 .  Our reason nees tiís as muci as a countíng master, 
1/ l l r '  t \' 1 o do iís arítimetíc, cannot ínfíníte[y subdívíde tie 
1 1 1 1 1 / l l ll • r  but must stay wíti one sort ofunít andrecogníze 
1 11 1 1  1 1 1 1  í 1 as índívísíb[e. A[tiougi tiís unít may very we[[ 
1 ,. •' 1 ' 1 '  1 1  more ívísíb[e, for iís íntents and yuryoses any 
''" ' ' , , c '.forts ín tiís dírectíon wí[[ not yroáuce any better 

1 1 1 1  , .. Of tie same tyye ís tiat effect tiat yerfect[y 
'' " ' / l t ' '' our more reasonab[e exyectatíons for us, as [ong as 
' ¡ , , ,  1 '( 1  L fi ís nature, satyíng tiem as muci as tie [ast 

"''• 1' l't' n tfiougfi ít may not ín fact be tfie [ast one. 

'l fiougi "fi ír [e of our íáeas ís ma{ anáCímí L  , 
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tiat wiíci ís avaí{ab{e to us sufíces to maie us exyect 
even more, to suyect tie exístence of an even greater, st ill 
uniscovered country . s we navígate tirougi tiís {ije, 
searciíng for tiís country, we run across unmístaiab{e 
ínicatíons of íts yroxímíty to us. Tie tídes bear to us rom 
a certaín regían y{ants not be{ongíng to one of tie inown 
yecíes on tiís earti. Tiougi at a great istance, at certa 1 
tímes at tie end of our fíe{d of vísíon occasíona{ yeais oj 
very iígi mountaíns wí{{ tower y, beyond tiat wiícfi Í \' 
ímmeasurab{e ín Syace, siowíng us tie way a{ong wií fi 
we are to seei and iscover tiís Promísed Lanf. 1 consídt• 
tiese yeais to ínc{ude a{{ iígier yoínts of víew and ídea{\', 
.t{tiougi we ourse{ves are fíníte, on a{{ sídes and ín a{( 
irectíons we run ínto and verge on tie Infíníte. We a rl' 
swímmíng ín tiís ocean of waves fíie ínivídua, scatt(l r '  

ís{anfs. Tie sígit ís great and stuyefyíng. 'Unening s 1 11 
Entírety of wiíci we are but yarts. 'Unening too are 1 h t •  

yarts of wiíci tiís Entírety ís comyríse. 'Unening ís 1 11 
Syace ín wiíci we fínd ourse{ves, andjust as unening h 
tie Tíme ín wiíci efects resu{t from efects. 

-A tíme wítiout begínníng or en; an unening 
ivísíbífíty of tie matería, an unening exyansíon.-
3eyond every síng{e Cause íe furtier Causes, and tfi 
consequences too are not any {ess {ost ín an abyss of 
consequences. Everytiíng bears tie stay of tie 'Un mlt  
Notiíng can be found wiereof anotier member, a fiígll t •  
degree, or a {ower {eve{ cannot be conceívef. A{{ tfi 1 h 1 
we inow are but ínivídua{, íncoierent bíts and yí ce ,·: 
are convínced tiat tiey be{ong to a greater Entír L y  o/ 
wiíci tiey are yarts. 

Tiís ídea, acco mya n y íng u s  a{ways and ev rywll ' 
tiís ídea tfiat no o n  a n  yo síb{y xfiaust, t i ís ídi a w t t ll 
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1 1 /'( 'S Ís t íh{e force _pu{s our mínás heyond tie mundane and 
1 1 1 /0Yms us, ín a way {eavíngfew douhts, tiat we exíst for 
¡ / l l 'n l eY tfiíngs tian to eat, or to sufer, and to ie. Tfie ídea 
1 1/ t lie  'Unenlng, to tfie extent tiat we are capah{e of 
l l l f l l k íng ít, a_ppears to ínstruct us tiat wfiat we hecome 
t / 1 1 ' 1 1 Y of fiere may he sometfiíng, hut ít ís not everytiíng. 
h / t lr(l exísts tian tfiat wfiícfi sucfi fímíted _powers are 

1 1 1 / N ih{e of understanlng. Tfiís ídea cfia{{enges us to {earn 
1 1 1 1 t f  l o  do everytfiíng tfiat wí{{ enah{e us to ahstaín fter 
1 1 1 1 1  ( '(( mentary ínstructíon. To {earn tie {anguage ín wiíci 
1 1 1 1 '  '( 1 nenlng ís wrítten. We are a{{ _parts of an Entírety 
1 1 1 1 ' 1 1 \' U Yah{e neítfier on íts {arge sca{e nor on íts sma{{ sca{e, 
' ' "  1 ' 1 1 1  írety ahout wiíci ít ís douhtju{ wfietfier ít ís greater 
1 1 1 1 t l  1nore wonderju{ ín íts {argeness or ín íts sma{{ness. 
l l l l t \' we ourse{ves can do naugfit otfier tfian he wonderju{ 

1 1 / l t l  f f Y  at, for we hear tfie stam_p of tfie Wio{e of wiíci we 
• 1 1  ,. u part. We fiave wítfi ít a síng{e Pur_pose, a síng{e 
N1 1  1 1 1 Y . Our mínás de test a{{ fímítatíons . .tn unímpedeá, 

f l l l l f f {(l actívíty ís tfie iígiest goa{ of our desíres; 
1 / l \ t l l  lah{e are our cravíngs; ínexiaustíh{e ís our 

/ 1 1 1 \V Iedge 's terrítory; ífíníte are tie comhínatíons of our 
,,, . , , ,. u nd our cravíngs; everytfiíng ín us stríves for 
' f lt i iHíon, ímprovement of our conltíons; no goa{ tiat we 
1 1 • 1 l ' t '  " fi íeved can satísfy us; every satísfíed cravíng o_pens 
, ,. 1 1' ví  · t s  ín tfie lstance . tnd so ídeas aríse from [eas, 
' ' ' ' ' '  I ' SfYom desíres, _p{ans from p{ans, wíti no end ín sígfit. 

''i us ín every fiuman heíng tfiere exísts a 
1 "" ' t t ft' Yah{e, rest{ess strívíng for Infíníty . .tnd nevertfie{ess 
l l l t l l  wn of yesterday and today, tfie fiuman wfio does not 
"' ' ' ' '  1 o h  {ong to a tomorrow and yet fías experíenced so 
l l l t / 1 1 \f l omorrow , 'Yatfier tfian sít down at tfiís rícfi{y set 
' ' ' ' '' • ' ,  l h í  on, fíke t fie heggar wfio fíves from tfie k ín dnesses 
• •1 t i  '' i ' 'H(e da y, a t íí s fi ím efJ w ít i  tak íngfYo, i ís a n ty 
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syyúes tlie most índigestí6[e of a[[ tliouglits, tlie íáea of liís 
own tota[ áestructíon, tlie íáea of a iaf exístence, 
íncomy[ete. fe cliews aná gnaws on tliís íáea, aná ís 

y[easeá, aná 6oasts a6out iscoveríng tliat everytliíng ís an 
apyroxímatíon, wítliout oráer or colierence, not [eaing to 
a goa[ Tliat tliere are causes tliat are not causes, efects 
tliat liave no efects, aná yuryoses tliat are yuryose[ess. 
Tliís son syeaks a6out gooás aná evís ín a wor[á wliere 
notliíng lias any va[ue 6ecause ít [acks a common yoínt to 
wliícli everytliíng can refer. fe 6eúeves tiat, ín a worá 
wliere everytliíng ís suyerj[uous, accíáenta[, yuryose[ess, 
sma[, aná ínsígnifícant, wliere a[[ great tliíngs ená ín 
notiíng, notliíng cou[á yossí6[y ever 6e great aná áesíra6[e, 
aná liuman 6eíngs cou[á not yossí6[y ever 6e liayyy to 6e ín 
exístence. fe 6eúeves liímseJ wíse eítlier 6ecause lie acceyt 
no sources, efects, aná yuryoses, or 6ecause ín tliese 
examínatíons lie never goes 6eyoná tlie stey tliat iís 
yassíonate áesíres yerceíve as tlie [ast stey. fe áoes not 
consíáer tliat sucli causes, efects, aná yuryoses are not 
causes, efects, aná yuryoses, tliat lie ís tlius áenyíng tliese, 
wítliout exceytíon, tliat ie s tliínkíng tie greatest of a[[ 
ínconsístencíes, aná tiat ie áestroys iís own entíre 
actívíty, or o6taíns ít on[y 6y áenyíng iís own convíctíons. 

Y es! Tru[y, we never reaci a rea[ úmít. We never 
reaci tiat wiíci ís tru[y tie fígiest aná tie Las t . .tná tfi 
reason we áo not ís so tiat our wí[[ never [acks áesíres aná 
our mínás never [ack actívíty. Equa[[y, we never get to a 
coy[ete Notiíngness, to tie úmít wiere reaúty ceases to 
6e. To tiínk of yourseJ as not exístíng wien you áo exíst . 
tie most se-contraictory aná tiank[ess of a[[ tiougits, 
áeníeá 6y sensatíon. Y es, we iscover no goa; 6ut at tie 
same tíme we iscover tiat enormous[y more exísts aná ' 
rea[ tian we knew. Tiís truti sliows s tie weakness of our 
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OYgans. Iformed and cfia[[enged Gy tfie senses, our reason 
pu ysues tiese ggantíc tiougfits, so e[evatíng to our soufs. It 
1 ríes to fínd a goa[ It goes from one cause, one efect, one 
pu yyose, to anotfier, and anotier. But tiese endeavors 
fa t igue and overcome our reason. f every year of every 
l l uman's Ofe were uníted ínto one síng[e [je, stí[[ tiís [ije 
wou{d not sufíce to aciíeve c[aríty . .t[[ iuman actívíty 
wouif cease over tiís eterna; rest[ess exy[oratíon and 
t i  mazement. .tnyone wantíng to [ose iímsef ín tfiís 
11� am,ínatíon wou[f metamoryfiose ínto a mínd created for 
u ·t ívíty, ínto a Geíng {ost ín yure observatíon, were tfiís 

t ( ' ' L {ess reason, strívíng for ínfíníty, not gíven a restíng 
1 o nt anda fínger yoíntíng tfie way to tfie iand Gefore 
vli f _ ít siou[ stoy and únger untí[ tfie fiour sounfs ín 

wfi f fi tfie curtaín ís raíse; or tie sígn be gíven to set fortfi 
1 1  t o tfie ínteríor of tfiís country. 

lfiís restíng yoínt for fatígued reason ís a maxímum, 
l f  f '  ' t anf [ast of tfie tyye Geyonf wfiícfi ít cannot anf may 
1 10 (  IJO wítfiout destroyíng ítsef and [osíng ítsef ín 
l twon " istencíes, syecu[atíons, and contraictíons. liougi 
l l r l 'SC' t wo yoínts, tie fígfiest and tfie Last, tfie círc[e ís 
t l t  1 w n  enc[osíng tie fíe[f cu[tívated and yrocessed Gy 
/I I I H'I a n  .now[efge. Wfiat fíes wítfiín tfiís círc[e ís .nowab[e 
/ t l l  U �' and sometfiíng tiat fiumans more or [ess cannot úve 
1' l lio u t .  Wiat íes Geyond tiat ís for us yart[y use[ess, and 
1 11 1  t 1 {�¡ iaju[ 

ra e sc íence tfien, wítfi modesty tfiy guíde 
:Fírs t s try of a[[ fier equiyage of yríde; 
J )  du t, wiat s Gut vaníty, or dress, 
( )y ú aníng 's [uxury, or íd[eness, 
( )y trí .s to sfiew tfie stretcfi of fiuman Graín . 
. 'M Y u- Yíous y[easu re, or íngeníous yaín; 
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Expunge tfie wfio{e, or {op tfi' excrescent parts 
Of a{{ our víces iave createá arts 
Tien see fiow fítt{e tfie remaíníng sum, 
Wiícfi serv'á tfie past, aná must tfie tímes to come! 
P o  p e. Essay on Man. E p. J. 

Wítfiout a áoubt, fíke unto our so{ar system, tfiís 
círc{e extens even furtfier ínto a more genera{ orbít aná 
takes tfiís irectíon from tfiere. But for us wfio fíve fiere 
aná must act accoring{y, for wiom on{y tfiat wfiíci we 
know can serve as tfie guíáefínes for our áees�for us tfiís 
fragment, riypeá from tfie Ifíníte, remaíns our moáest 
ínfierítance . .ln{ as sucfi, ít ís for us tfie on{y tfiíng aná tfie 
best tfiíng. ! e neeá notfiíng more to be ab{e to act as tfie 
Entírety's furtier arrangements, unknown to us, requíre. 
Tiís Maxímum, tfiís fígiest aná Last, now are a{{ tfie 
iígfiest poínts of víew, a{{ íáeas, tfie íáea of tfie exístence f 
a go{ of a genera{ wor{á purpose, of our unening 
contínuatíon aná áeve{opment. Tfiey are tie surrogate 
wfiícfi ís to compensate for tfie weakness of fíníte beíngs 
untí{ tfieír powers fiave grown sufícíent{y aná greater 
matters become conceívab{e for tfiem. Tfiey are types of 
ímperatíves tfiat appear to fiave to be accepteá wítfiout 

proof aná tfiat cannot be proven by otier, iígfier sets of 
ímperatíves because tiey tfiemse{ves are tfie fiígfiest. .lná 
yet, tfiey are even more tfian tfiís. atfier, tfiere ís no otfi r 
trutfi so strong{y proven. for tfieír proof fíes ín tfie fact 
tfiat wítfiout tfieír fiep no tfiougfit, no áees, aná no 
certaínty wou{á be possíb{e. Tfieír proof fíes ín tfie Wfio{e. JI 

fíes ín tfie entírety of human know{eáge. 

Consíér man as an ímmorta{ beíng, 
Inte[ígíb{e a{� aná a{{ ís great . 
.l crysta{fíne traparence yrevaífs 
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and strícies ju{{ {uster tfiroo tie fiuman syfiere. 
Consíder man as morta; a{{ ís dari 
.lnd wretcfie. Reason weeys at tfie survey.­
Tfie wfio{e 
Conveys tfie sense, and god ís understood 
Wfio not ín fragments wrítes to fiuman race. 
Read tfie wfio{e vo{ume, sceytíc, tfien rey{y. 
Y o u n g. 

Tfius, no otfier trutfi ís so very yroven. Tfiese, tfie 
¡ / 1 1 ' 1 1  1 e t of a{{ trutfis, ayyear dou6ju{ to most yeoy{e on{y 
l l1 ' t ' t 1 U  · very few yeoy{e exíst wfio fee{ tfie aír andfee{ tfi ÍY 
1 1 1 ff ng enougfi to o'ersyríng tfie entíre range of fiuman 
�' I I I I W. dge wítfi a síng{e g{ance, and to úscover tfiat 
1 1 1 1 1 11 1  ng ís inowa6{e and notfiíng desíra6{e as soon as tfie 
1 , , , , ,. , ones to our inow{edge ja{{ ínto y{ace. Indee, tie yroo 
1 1/ l /wse trutfis fíes even more ín our iearts. Wfiat iuman 
l l t t l l l �e forces us to wísfi for, tfie reafíty wítfiout wfiícfi w 
1 1 ' 1 1 1 / f f( mísera6{e and unfiayyy-tfiís cannot 6ut 6e t·yu . 

' o yrove tfiís, I yose tfiejo{{owíng very símy{e 
, , , , , ,. , Ion t o a{{ fríens of syecu{atíon: D o  e s  o u r 
' I I O W ( dg e fi a v e  a g e n e r a {  v a {u e ? O r  

, ¡ , , , ,. í t  fi a v e  n o  v a {u e  a t a {{? I s  í t  
1 1  ,, 1 t l1 Y f o r fi u m a n s t o i n  o w S o m e t fi í n g  o Y 
N ' 1 1 li í n g a t a { {? 

r �now{edge fias a va{ue, fiow can ít 6e determ ín '? 
1 1 1  1 11 1 '  sam way s a{{ otfier tfiíngs-tirougfi tfi u t" íCít t 
, , , , ¡ t li t •  6en ifít tfiat ít 6ríngs to fiumaníty. But f our 

I I • I WIN g is no va{ue at a{; tfien I do not und( r t an  
1'1 1 1¡ \\ll1 · t yíve for ít. Nor do I unde·y tand wfiy ígnora n '! 
1 1 1 t 1  '' 1 I I?íJ" y ay  not a ord( { tfi sam va{u . Ev n t ie 

, , ,,. , , of d u l  a(on annot xy{aín t i i  . oY iow áo 1 inow 
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that somethíng ís my áuty, un{ess through the re{atíonship 
of a áeeá wíth a yuryose I am to achíeve? 3ut what ís any 

yuryose if not a goa{ that has yet to 6e turneá ínto reafíty? 

, however, utífíty ís the measure of the va{ue of a{{ 
know{eáge, then the greatness aná generafíty of the utífíty 
áetermínes the va{ue of each ínsíght. Then there exísts a 
híerarchy of know{ege aná scíences, a híerarchy whíci 
may not 6e isarrange. Then, a{{ ínsíghts have theír va{ue 
as {ong as they áo not go 6eyoná theír fímíts. But ít wou{á 
6e unjust to enforce the {ower ínsíghts at the cost of the 
hígher ones. The human 6eíng wou{á 6e the míáá{e yoínt to 
whích a{{ conceíva6{e ínsíghts wou{á maee reference, wií ·li 
wou{á gíve them a va{ue; aná the scíence that haá human,. 
themse{ves as íts o6ject wou{á therefore have to 6e the f:rst 
of a{{ know{eáges. 

I áo not want to exy{ore here what ínivíáua{ yeoyle 
are seeeíng on the roaá to theír enow{eáge. These thíngs dá 
not a{ways measure uy to theír true honor. Insteaá, I wan t  
to exy{ore what Nature haá ín míná when ít gave 
humaníty íts cognítíve yowers. 

We can assume wíth certaínty that thís iá not o e u 
wíthout a reason. Nature gave us eyes to see, feet to wafk, 
hans to fe e{ aná to work. It ís thus crei6{e that ít gave u 
thís know{ege as we{{ for us to use to ínáuce certaín fed � 
that wou{á not otherwíse 6e yossí6{e . l human 6eíng 
wíthout any know{eáge at a{, if he áeserves the name f 
human 6eíng, wou{á wíth certaínty act eíther not at ( or 
not as we act. Therefore, 6y settíng thís Cause, Natur 
ayyears to have íntenáeá the effects of thís Cause, tfi 
consequences of Xnow{eáge. Now, know{eáge ítself no 
{onger ayyears ayurpose 6ut ratier a ·means. It  í ts r¡ ffl iHI 
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1 1' 1 1  k ín accordance wíti a yuryose, ís comy[ete or 
1 1 / I 'Omy{ete, and ías a greater OY {esser va{ue accorlng tO 
w/t( • L ier or not ít ímyedes or yromotes tiís yuryose. 

3ut, to be ab[e to lscover tie consequences and 
• • / f c • l ' L  of tiís know[edge, we must be ab[e to ímagíne a 
/ '' ' '  w n  wio ías útt[e or no know[edge. Wiat we do not fínd 
1 1 1 t li í  yerson wí[[be tie know[edge 's efect. Or are wiat 
' '  1 1 t f  ñ,ow muci a yerson knows equa[[y ímyortant? Can 
• ' 1 1 on ous know[edge ever iave tie va[ue of truti? Wiy 
, , , ¡ · r nsweríng tiese questíons wí[[ [ead us to tie yuryose 
t i/ o f(.now[edge. 

f iuman beíngs ld not iave tie abíúty to tiínk or 
1 ' 't f l l  u te, or f tiey iad naugit but erroneous ídeas, tiey 
1 1 ' 1 1 1 1 (  eítier be ab[e to differentíate notiíng at a[[ or tiey 
11 ' 1 1 1 / ft f  onceíve of tiese matters as dfferent from tie way 
1 1 1 1 1  V u re. In tie fírst case tiey wou[d foresee no 
1 1 1 / I W•quences at a[, and ín tie second case tiey wou[d 
/ t l l l ' ''c•e t fie wrong consequences. Tius tiey wou[d do 
l l t l l / 1 1 ng at a[[, or tiey wou[d do tie wrong tiíngs, be cause 
1 / 1 • '  \f wou[d crave eítier notiíng at a[[ or ese tiíngs tiat 
• • 1 1 / 1¡ upyear to be gooá. for tiís reason, tiey wou[d eítier 
t • ' l l l t l l n omy[ete[y ínactíve and be as good as not yresent 
' ' ' 1 1 ff, or tie ír actívítíes wou[d take tiem ín lrectíons 
t l l \ t t t f van tageous to tiemse[ves. Tieír yowers wou[d never 
, , , \ 1 1 • lop. or tfiese yeoy[e wou[d never become tiat wiíci 
1 1 1 • ' 11 wer ayab[e of becomíng. 

on quent[y, ít ayyears tiat iumans iave been 
¡ 1 1 1 '1 ' / 1 know[edge to enab[e tiem to lscern between tiíngs, 
' ' "" k 1 1ow tfie e tfiíngs ' ciaracterístícs and 
f l l / 1 ' 1 1 ( •(u /  ion fiy ; to enabG us to know wfiat ís good or 
1 1 • 1 1 1 1 1 / l l f  or u , n ary or unne essary; to enabG s L o  
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know wiat we sfiou{[ áo or refraín from áoíng, {oatie or 
crave-to gíve fiumans, wio seem to iave be en createá for 
actívíty, reasons aná guíáeúnes for our actívíty, so tiat 
tirougfi our actívíty we aciíeve our áestíny, í.e. become 
more yerfect or comy{ete, an[ tfie cop{etíon makíng us 
iayyíer. 

Tfierefore, iuman beíngs áo not tiínk mere{y for tfie 
yuryose of tfiíniíng. We tiínk so tfiat we can act. A{{ 
tfiínkíng aná know{eáge are but a means, not an en. And 
know{ege ítseJ ís a condltíon for our own iayyíness tfiat 
we ígnore to our yerí[ Wiatever makes yeoy{e uniayyy, 
contemytuous, dlssatísfíeá wítfi tfiemse{ves, can never be a 
true íáea, wortfiy of us. 

Tfie críteríum for a{{ trutfi tfierefore Cíes ín our 
fiearts. A{{ truti orígínates tfiere. We áo not know 
anytfiíng we are force á to áesíre. Tierefore, our fiearts 
correct a{{ our know{eáge, wfiícfi cannot áeny tfiís sour e. 
A{tfiougfi ít ís true tfiere ís no inow{e[ge wítfiout a certa 1n  
áegree of attentíon, í t  ís afso true tfiat tfiere ís no attention 
wiere tiere ís no ínterest. A{{ know{ege must, if we are 1 o 
stríve to attaín ít, fuJí{{ tfie condltíons yrescríbeá aná 
áemanfe[ by our ayyetítes. Tfie busíest ayyetítes are the 
áríve to exyan; tfie áríve for fiayyíness aná y{easure. 
Tfianks to tfie fírst of tiese áríves, our know{eáge must b<' 
true, c{ear, manijo{[ aná mu{tiy{e. Tianks to tfie {atter 
áríve, our know{eáge must be ca{míng, certaín, ayyúca61c• 
aná usab{e ín Cife. Aná because of tfiís, neítier reason nm 
fiumaníty ís tfie yoorer. 

Or can we resíst tfiís ínj{uence? Can we be ínJ e C ' t l  
as to wfiícfi resu{t wí{{ ayyear after a gíven examína t ío 1 1 � 
Do we wín or {ose by L"fiís? I ít not  ou·r nature tfiat forct' \' 
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1 1 '  l o  1 tiís way? Can we den y or ciange our nature? .re 
l l ' t '  r 'u paJ{e of cravíng eví{ and {oatfiíng good? Tius, can ít 
, ,,, 1 1 1 / YeasonaJ{e to do wiat our entíre nature andan 
l l l t ' \' 1 '' 1 íJ{e ínner yower requíre of us? Is tfie fiunger of tie 
t l l t l  ((IS fíerce tfian tie iunger of tfie Jody? Can iuman 

' '• ' 1 1 1/ IS aJstaín from a{{ actívíty? Can we act wítiout 
l l ' t l l l f  t ng to do so aiead of tíme? Can we want wítfiout 
1 1 1 ,  1 1 1  <' r , Je íng g ood or Jad ín our e y es? .nd a yers on w ío 
1 ' " ' o n (y crave jood-can tfiís yerson act or tfiínk wítfiout 
' ' '" qd(,ratíon of fiayyíness? Tiat ís wfiy tfie ieart ís tie 
' ' l l f l/ 1 1 1 1d afso tfie sfest guíde for our know{edge, once our 
" ' 1 1 ' 1 1 \' nave found tieír yroyer y{ace; and fiuman Jeíngs 
' ' " ' '' rl'spect tfiose dríves tfiat are tie fiígfiest and most 
1 • ' 1 1 1 ' 1  nt: 

'RCJ ause ín yrínciy{e yfií{osoyiy ís on{y tie iígiest, 
'" ' ' ' ' f u ndamenta, andmost satísfyíng know{edge, andtfie 
1 ' " ' 1 '1 1 ''(' of a{{ know{edge ís actíon and our iayyíness, tfien 

1 ' ' ' ' ' " '' w ísdom too can iave no otfier yuryose, and íts 
t 1 f l l 1 '  1 1 1 ust fíe equa{{y ín tfie wio{e as we{{ as íts ínivídua{ 

'' " f , ,  1 1 1 ust Je determíned accorfíng to íts usaJííty and 
f l 'l 'l f l 'l l fi íríty to {ije 's events and occasíons; a{{ íts 
1 ' t l l ' t ' ríe must Je of tie sort tiat causes us to Jecome 
t l l t ' l  nnáfiayyíer. It ís ímyossíJ{ejor tiem to destroy tfie 
1 1 1  l '' "'t '  of a{{ tfiougit and yií{osoyfiy. On{y wfiat fuJí{{s 
/1 1 1 ond/L íon-tfiat a{one ís true yfií{osoyfiy, or {íj e '  s 

1 ' t i  o m. 

Wfia L í 't to fiear a soyfiíster, tiat y{eas 
Wfio Jy tfie ear tie deceív 'd aufíence {eads? 
1 /  wr were wíse, tiose tfiíngs we sfiou{d not mínd 
'lfu t  mor deígit  ín easy ma tter fín; 
f ' t • t t rn 1 o av we, tiou m,ay 'st die so too. 
• J o l rve a ná í í a ((we iav t o  áo. 
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Tien see. to .now tiose tiíngs wiíci ma.e us 6{est, 
lná iavíng founá tiem, {oc . tiem ín tiy 6reast. 
D e n i a m. 

P[ra]ctíca{ trutis, yrefera6{y tiose tiat gíve our w 
tie necessary dlrectíon aná yrovíáe tie anteceáents for 
actíons, are tierefore tie fírst aná most ímyortant o6jects 
of a{{ .now{eáge aná yií{osoyiízíng. 

Tiougits were gív 'nfor actíon's government 
Wiere actíon ceases, tiougit's ímpertínent. 
Our syiere of actíon ís Cife 's iayyíness. 
T i e E a r { o f R o e i e s t e r . 

l{{ tieory aná syecu{atíon, ínáeeá even a{{ {earníg, 
are on{y o6jects wortiy of our .now{ege 6ecause yract 
trutis aná disciyanes cannot 6e c{ear{y aná cop{ete{y 
.nown wítiout tiem . l{{ scíences, tieoríes, syecu{atíons, 
aná even {earneá examínatíons are, togetier wíti tie 
entíre 6oáy of {earníng ítse, notiíng more tian tie 
scafo{dlng for tie greatest of a{{ 6uí{dings-f o r { í fe ' S  
w í s áo m ,  fo r t i e  s c í e n c e  of {í v í n g  a n á  
á y í n g . Tiís scafjo{ding ís very useju, aná necessary ín 
ítse, wií{e tie maín 6uí{ing yet remaíns unfínísieá.') 
But ít wí{{ 6ecome superj{uous, aná even iarmfu{, after 
iave founá tie necessary resu{ts on tiís yati, aná tie 
majestíc Wio{e stans, comp{ete. In tie end, tiese ríver 
must emyty ínto a sea ín wiíci everytiíng unítes. 

) Je hals seulement 
La science et !'esprit qui gitent les personnes. 
Ce sont choses de soi, qui sont bel les et bonnes. 
Mais j 'aimerois mieux etre a u rang des lgnorans 
Que de me voir savant comme certains gens. 

Les femmes a v a n t e s. Act I V ,  
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Tfius, wfioever makes tfieory, syecu{atíon, or {earníng 
l l t t '  u{t ímate goa{ of fiís examínatíons, va{uíng tfiem more 
1 l l l l  n yractíce, not ayy{yíng tfiem to actíon, or even 
fuml' t t íng to act, ís confusíng tfie means wítfi tie enf anf 
W W  ng a seef from wfiícfi fie wí{{ on{y be ab{e to fiarvest 
l ml ru íts. Tfie yuryose of a{{ tfieory anf syecu{atíon 
1 1 1 1 1 ' · t s  of tfie fact tfiat tfiey take us to tfie bounfary but 
Ul l l  � e yonef tfie bounfary. :A{{ tfieory anf syecufatíon tfiat 
t i , , , oy, fiínfer, or feteríorate yractíce, 6y narrowíng 
1 1 1  1 1 1 ' of víew, entangfíng yeoy{e ín se-contraictíon, or 
• •• t l l tíng fiuman va{ue to too {ow a fegree, are,for tfiís 
f 1 1  w r r  a{one, yure{y anf símy{y, Jase, or use{ess anf 
f 1 1 1  ( 'ft nsíb{e. 

if a{{ matters tfiat are knowab{e, tfie fírst matter of 
11, t /i (J fírst fiuman object ís-fiumaníty. Tiís ís tie centra{ 
t l f / 1 1 t owarf wiícfi a{{ tfie scatteref beams of our reason 
f ' 1 usfi; íng anf crowing. :Anf yet 

J )  ce su6fíme esyrít font ton orgueí{ se yíque, 
:J (omme, que{ usage faís-tu? 
� )es y{antes, fes métaux tu connoís {a vertu; 
1 )  · fjerents yas {es moeurs, a yofítíque; 

'a a use fes frímats, fe {a foufre, fu vent; 
1 )  s asters {e youvoír suyréme: 
' 't ·ur tant fe cfioses s9avant, 
' u ne te connoís yas toí-méme . 
.'M. 'D e S fi o U {í e r e  S. 

1 t • f (we, notfiíng ís more tfie yfií{osoyfiers ' resyonsíhífíty 
11 mowG fge ahout tfieír own nature anf fetermínatíon. 
1 1 1 1  vt s of our know{eefge must uníte ín tfiís, tfie g rea test 

t f ii JWfnt  of víew. Or efse tfiey fiave no true va{ue. We 
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accomyfísi tiís vy means of seJknow(edge and know{ege 
a6out otier yeoy{e. SeJknow{ege ís tierefore tie on{y 
yií(osoyiy and tie iígiest yií(osoyiy. It ís tie most 
dfícu(t know(edge of a{[ tnd tie know(ege tiat one ís 
actíng ín accordance wíti one 's determínatíon ís tie fírst 
a{( scíences, to wiíci everytiíng ese tiat ís knowav(e ís, 
wítiout exceytíon, mere(y a means to an en. 

La raíson feme et (umíneuse 
Yous montrera (es eíeux décríts, 
Et aune maín auácíeuse 
Yous montrera {es rey(ís 
De á nature ténévreuse. 
.aís sans (e secret ' etre ieureux 
E((e ne vous aura ríen ayyrís. 
Y o ( t a í r e. Ey. 33. 

fuman veíngs must re(ate everytiíng to tiemse(ve ' 
Everytiíng tiat ís on and ís found on tie earti tius ias 
us on(y one va{ue. It can, tierefore, ve seen as a 
demonstrated truti tiat a(( yií(osoyiy, a(( certaínty aná 
reassurance, orígínate ín our iearts and our iearts a(on , 
We can stand uy for tiís wítiout v(usiíng or veíng 
asiamed for ít: 

Epelt esse Deos, et ut exyelt esse yutemus. 
O v  í .  

.tnd ín tiís regard e í e e r o  voíced a very great trutñ, 
truti ju{(y ayyroyríate to our nature, wien ie maínta'n 

Nísí Deus iomíní y(acuerít, Deus non es t. 
e í e e r o. 
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' w ' whích jí[{s our hearts or our sensíbífítíes wíth 
mfígnatíon, that whích no human beíng cou[á reasonab[y 

dl' · í re, must be áíscaráeá as a ja[[acy, wíthout any other 
1' 1 dence. The heart a[one ís cayab[e of correctíng our 
1 l'a ·on's aberrances when our reason wíshes to stey beyoná 
t I' bounáary. Our heart áoes thís by commanáíng our 
1 l'a ·on to know nothíng, exy[ore nothíng, that ís 
1 \'aávantageous to actíon. Thís ís the reason why ' o e; r a t e s moveá yhí[osoyhy áown from the heavens aná 

l l fHo earth aná among the yeoy[e. 

Thus yeoy[e are not actíng fooísh[y but rather as 
W ''e[y as theír wísáom yermíts when they reCate 

V ' ythíng to themse[ves aná ímagíne the wor[á to exíst for 
t ll f '  ·akes. They can áo naught efse but thínk thís way. 
''\ t i  ( wfwever thínks thís way thínks correct[y. Tie object of 
ll l lm,n yhí[osoyhy, whíci teaches us to act as humans, can 
111' 1 1 0  otfier. f a[[ matters outsíáe ourse[ves haá no 
1 1  1 t i  fonshíp to us at a[, then nothíng wou[á attract our 
t l t  1 (' n t íon, nothíng wou[á be known or examíneá by s; we 
1 1 1 1 1 /t l neUher act nor áesíre. 

:Nothíng ís more certaín than thís; aná yet tiere ís an 
ll¡fu n t  t yye of yhí[osoyhízíng that boasts of íts ratier 

tI \' Of'fi í · t ícateá tiínkíng yrocess aná to whíci thís 
1 1 1 w m  n -ment thus ayyears short-síghte, mafígnant, 
' 1/ ,.¡, , a ná unworthy of tie name of reason. These yeoy[e 
U •• fw(d/ng forth on quíte áfferent, e[evatíng matters 
t'/ 1 1 ' 1 1  1 ñ y te[[ us 

'Un jour que[ques sourís se áísaíent Cune a ' autre: 
u monáe est cfiarmant! que[ emyíre est [e nótre! 

'e pa{aís si suyerbe est é{evé your nous; 
1 >e t ou te étern íté V í e u nous fít ces g-ra ná trous. 
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Y oís-tu ces gras jambons sous cette voute obscure? 
Js y furent crées des maíns de [a nature. 
Ces montagnes de [ar, éternes aaments 
Sont your nous eu ces aeux jusqu'd [afín des temys 
Ouí, nous sommes, grand J í e u, sí ' on en croít nos 
sages, 
Le cief'oeuvre, [afín, [e but de [es ouvrages. 
Les ciats sont dangereux et yromyts d nous manger; 
Maís c 'est your nous ínstruíre et your nous corríger. 

P[us [oín, sur [e duvet 'une ierbe renaíssante, 
Pres des boís, yres des eaux, une trouye ínnocente, 
De canards nasí[[ands, de indons rengorgés, 
De gros moutons bé[ans, que [eur [aíne d ciarges, 
Dísaíent: tout est d nous, boís, yres, étangs, 
montagnes; 
Le cíe[ your nos besoíns faít verir [es camyagnes. 
L 'dne yaíssaít auyres, et se mírans dans Ceau, 
I[ rendaít grdce au cíe, en se trouvant sí beau. 
Pour [es dnes, it-í, [e cíe[ a faít [a terre: 
L 'iomme est né mon esc[ave, í[ me yanse, í[ me ferre, 
I[ m'étrí[[e, í[ me [ave, í[ yrévíent mes désírs, 
I[ bdtít mon séraí, í[ conduít mes y[aísírs. 
epectueux témoín de ma nob[e tendresse, 
Mínístre de mon joíe, í[ m'amene une dnesse; 
Et je rís, quandje voís cet esc[ave orgueí[[eux 
Envíer Cieureux don que j'aí re:u des Cíeux. 
Y o  [t a í r e. 

Tiís ís more about ayyearances tian truti, more 
about iumor tian reason, and iere we iave new yroof o 
iow muci yeoy[e 's enteryríses are more about resu[ts mor 
brífaant-[ookíng tian true; iere, tie facts are wiat 
convínce us iow muci ínj[uence van íty and tie urge to 
Eeatt[e otiers ' ídeas do exert yon our oyíníons. 

1 86 



Le t  us tierefore assume tiat míce iave tie same rígit we 
d(J t o reference everytiíng ín tie wor{á to tiemse{ves. 
Wha t  now siou{á be tie consequences of tiís áíscovery? 
'/lrcause if ít ís to iave any va{ue, tiese consequences must 
/1 , ayyarent ín íts ayyúcatíon to Cife 's events. Tie 
•onsequence wouüf jo{{ow tiat our reason ís m o u s e 
1 e a s o n ;  tiat a{{ reason ís íncayab{e of áscoveríng 
1 1  n t f iíng better tian tiat we siou{á tiínk aná act just úke 
t l l  re; aná sínce we áo not seem to want míce to be tie so{e 
l i t  6lt e s  of truti, tiís entíre úne of reasoníng ayyears to 
w f notiíng more but tiat ín a{{ manners of iuman aná 
mou ·e tiínkíng no truti wí{{ be foun, or tiat we {ack 
1 l ' í l  mns from wiíci ít couüf be yroven tiat iumans juge 
1 1 1 '"11 more correct{y tian míe e áo.-.lná now {et anyone 
t 1 1 1 o fíná y{easure ín iís or ier reason, aná act ín 
I I I '< 'Oráance wíti tiís convíctíon. 

'Do tiese subúme, unsoyiístícateá tiínkers even know 
1 11 1 1  L i ís examy{e ítseJ yroves tieír c{aím wrong? Tiat you 

¡ H  conceáe tieír anteceáent aná stí{{ get tie oyyosíte 
t t l l l  {u ion? It ís quíte certaín tiat, tie mínute tiey ceaseá 
,, , ,  f na tfie cayacíty to tiínk about tieír sítuatíon ín tiís 

1 1 1  (({; a{ anímafs wou{á be íncayab{e of conc{uáíng 
1 ! 1  / 1 1  w í 'e, aná tiey wou{á be, to tie extent tiat tiey áo 
1 1  1 1 t 'fi o nc{usíons ín tiís manner, ín tie rígit; for ín tiís 
11 1 1  {(; ( 1 Here s a great áea{ tiat tiey cou{á yy{y to 

l lh tme{v s wíti every reason, about wiat ís useju{ or 
'"  mju{ to t fiem. Seen tiís way, tiere ís a mouse wor{ájust 

1 / Ir  (J í a fiuman wor{á; for tiere are as many wor{ás as 
l lh 1 í 1  u re yoínts of víew aná of reference. On{y, tie mouse 
••• 1 h' ayy a rs to be of {ess scoye tHan tie iuman one . l{{ 
l l fn l - l f� t H ink a ná act ín accoráance w'itfi tfieír nature. 
" t i  l li nk íng on tHat 6ass tfiey wí{{ conce íve of a fiígfiest 
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tfiíng wfiícfi ís not a fiígiest tfiíng for otfiers. In tiís way, 
every yortíon of tfie wor{á comy{etes íts áay 's work aná 
acts ín accoráance wítfi tfie yosítíon ít fias been assígne; ín 
tfie en; tiougfi, a{{ tfiese ínivíáua{ engínes nevertfie{ess 
wí{{ ínter{ock aná functíon togetfier. .ná yresumab{y 
someáay a tíme wí{{ come wfien everyone reafízes tfiat tiey 
were actíng ín accoráance wítfi tfieír {ocatíon aná tieír 
yuryose. So if fiumans make tie error of referencíng 
everytfiíng to tfiemse{ves, tfien y{ease exy{aín to me fiow w 
ougit to befiave, to wfiat sfiou{á we reference tfiat wfiícfi 
we see, fiear, aná fee{? ### Or wietfier ít ís yossíb{e for s 
to abstaín from a{{ reference? Wfiat otier object áo fiuma.s 
know better aná more yrecíse{y? Wfiat ese wou{á fio{á 
more ínterest for us? Wfiat wou{á be come of tfie worá aná 
of ourse{ves f yeoy{e wou{á forget tfiemse{ves aná want to 

yay more consíáeratíon to tie ínterests of anímafs tfian to 
tfieír own ínterests?-T'fiís seemíng unsoyfiístícatíon aná 
moáesty ayyears to be notfiíng more tfian a tfieoretíca{ 
yfií{osoyfiíca{ grímace, or vaníty aná áogmatísm. No 
fiuman can fíve ín accoráance wítfi sucfi a convíctíon. 1. 
tfieory ís refute á by every síng{e one of our actíons. For, f 
we wanteá to act ín tfie syírít of tfiís tfieory, ít wou{á be 
necessary for us to fiarness ourse{ves befare our carríage , 
ratfier tfian tie fiorses, to remove tfiem from tfiís yosítíon. 

Pourquoí subtífíser, et faíre {e cayab{e 
_ cfiercfier áes raísons your etre mísérab{e? 

'fierefore, {et us contínue to a{{ow tfie rats aná mk 
to ejoy tfiís wor{á ín tfieír way, aná tfiínk tfiemse{ve t ' 

yuryose of creatíon. f you wí{, tfiere may even be a 
yfií{osoyfiy for míce, just as tfiere s one for fiumans. 
fuman yfií{osoyfiy s not enáangereá by ít; for eítfier t ' 
anímafs wí{{ be ab{e to copare tfie ír system wítfi tfi 
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\' f tems of otiers, or tiey wí{{ be unabe to do so. In tie 
f 'atter case, tieír ínsígit ami manner of tiíniíng wí{{ be 
efíab{y fímíted and can tius ín tie event of an argument 
cíde abso{ute{y notiíng to our isadvantage. In tie fírst 

t •a "e, on tie otier ian; even tiese anímaS wí{{ reafíze tiat 
1 h,e iuman poínt of víew ís íncomparab{y iígier and rícier 
m{ feserves preference for precíse{y tiat reason. 

Or tiís must be enougi, or to maniínd 
On equa{ way to b{ess ís not desígn'{ 
for tiougi some more may inow an{ some inow {ess 
Yet a{{ must inow enougi for iappíness. 
Tie Inian Emp . .tct Y. Se. 2. 

Consequent{y, even sieptícísm ias íts fímíts wiíci ít 
1 a n not go beyon. Sieptícísm-

Tiís busy, puzzfíng stírrer up of doubt 
Tiat frames deep mysteríes, tien fínS tiem out, 
fí{íng, wíti frantíc crowds of tiíniíng fooS, 
Tie rever en{ Bed{ams, co{{eges, anf sciooS, 
Borne on wiose wíngs eaci ieavy sot can píerce 
Tie fímíts of tie bounf{ess uníverse. 
Tie Ear{ of R o e i e s t e r. 

Tiís sieptícísm, ínc{uing tie specu{atíve spírít, ís 
1 NC' tie centrfuga{ force of boies, wiíci wou{{ {ose 
1 / l( l mse{ves ín tie ínfínítíes of space f tiey were not ie{{ 
lll l l 'k by attractíons forcíng tiem to descríbe tie pati and 
l l l l '  {aíd out for tiem. Tis attractíng force of tie 
f t l l l'{{ectua{ and mora{ wor{{ ís our Jfeart-our 
1 /1/ l' rmínatíon-tie purpose of a{{ tiougit -tie puryose of 
1 /l l '  wor{; w-ícfi cannot as a wfio{e be destroye{ by any 
1 1  ni íng or doubtíng, agaínst wfií fi no tfieory, no web of 
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soyiístríes and arJítrary conceyts, ias ever or wí{{ ever 
yrevaí, as {ong as tiís wor{d yrevaís. Even tie most 
deicated 6efíever of tie most fíne{y syun tieory cannot 
comp{ete{y den y tie temyestuous ca{fíng of iís ínner va 

Ces iommes tout fíes qu'ífs sont de {eur scíence, ís 
ont que[quefoís des moments ou a véríté {eur éc 
'aJondance de coeur, et ou ífs se sentíent sí {as de 
{eur yrésomytíon, qu'ífs {a quíttent,your resyírer en 

francs ígnorants, comme ís sont. CeCa {es sou{age. 

Even ídeafísts cannot do tiís, wiíci requíres yroof 
for tie rea{ exístence of exteríor tiíngs.-Tie yroof of a{{ 
tiís fíes ín tie ídeafíst's ieart, ín tie entíre context of iís 
inow{edge, and f ít ís aso true tiat tie entíre exístence 
exteríor tiíngs cannot 6e yroved ín any way, so wiat? 
Sínce wien do we yrove 6are facts and sensatíons? To 
wiat end siou{d we yrove tiíngs tiat no one douJts, w 
a{{ tie evídence ín tie wor{d wí{{ not maie more certaín 
tian tiey a{ready are, or, if tieír untruti cou{d 6e 
ít wou{d efímínate and destroy tie use of a{{ re asan. W.o 
requíres yroof tiat iot ís not co{d and co{d ís not iot, or 
tiat green ís not red? Tius 

Nous {eur yermettons ' étre sages 
Qu'ís nous yermettent 'étre ieureux. 

We are creatures of a míxednature. We are neítñ 
yure syíríts nor anímas. Our way of tiínliíng and rea ñ 
conc{usíons must tierefore aso 6e of míxed nature. ·) 

Nous tenons le mi l ieu entre les pures inte l l igences et les brutes; Ne soyon 
tout l ' un, ni tout l ' autre. Le terme de la Philosophie c'est de connoitr not 
condition, et d'etre assez sages pour nous ten ir sans orgueil et sans uu�'w"•n 
la place qui nous est assignée. Nous ovons une roison et des passions ; n 
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1 ' 1 ea Jures of a iígfier tyye we cannot be yermítted to 
m I L a ke our more nob{e determínatíon, but because tfie 
' t  ag for our yresent actívíty ís tfie sensory wor, be cause 
W ' are surrounded by sensory mattes on a{{ sídes, and our 
t row{edge ís acquíred by means of tie senses, tfius iumans 

1 a n no t  deny iumaníty, and tiís wor{{ of tie senses wíti a{{ 
t t  \ fjOOás cannot be va{ue{ess for us. 

Tfie fríend of vírtue and morafíty wí{{ tierefore 
1 1 1  ' er be come an enemy of fiumaníty. fe wí{{ fiímseJ 

'U n t e r  Tu g e n d  u n {  W e í n  
X e í n  S t o r e r  de r f r e u de n , i e í n 
S o n { e r { í ng s e y n . 
' {ag e do r n. 

Jfe too wí{{ want to enjoy, and Nature wí{{ not 
1 l l'fJá tfie wea{tfi of fier treasures befare fiís eyes ín vaín. 
ll1 w ({ not syurn even tfie sensory y{easures. Tie wíse 
t l l l l ,  t oo, wí{{ stríve to ímyrove iís outer conitíon. Power 
1 1 ( vea{ti, ínj{uence, ayy{ause, and fionor, wí{{ ín fiís 
t m a t íon not be {ow{y tiíngs wortfiy of contemyt. But ie 
l not rave and maie use of tfiem as an en{, but ratfier 

'' ' 1 l1a ns. fe wí{{ convínce fiímseJ tfiat tiese rívers wí{{ 
1 1 1 1  L o  an ocean ín tie en, or ese endanger a{{ {a. 
1 1 1  t fi ·e enás tfiemse{ves are means to a fiígfier en. Wíse 

l f • l  fU ' f t'yeoy{e wí{{ tfierefore do and want everytfiíng 
'"  1 · �·sperfect yeoy{e want and do, but tfiey wí{{ not want 

11 �� 11 ng ' o  an excessíve degree. No otfier yeoy{e know as 

lu ·hngrin de ces Phi losophes farouches qui voudroient détacher notre ame de 
lou 1 s l iens de nos sens, ne tombez pas dans l 'erreur mi l le  fois plus 
lnn reuse de ces hommes sans moeurs qui me vous invitent a vous salir dans 
111 lhn ·· de vos passions, ct se repentant sans cesse de s'etre laissé tromper par 
1 lhux bicns qu'el les préscntcnt. 
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yrecíse{y wiere tie boundary fíes between y{easure and 
yaín. By formíng tiemse{ves for eterníty, wíse yeoy{e wí{( 
be come not use{ess for tiís worf. In a{{ tfieír actíons tfiere 
wí{{ be an índeyendent syírít, a quíte d{erent índe 
manner, but tie maín tiíng wí{{ be tfie same. for tfiere 
notfiíng wí{{ be ca{cufated on tfie basís of vívacíousness 
mere ayyearance; everytfiíng wí{{ be ca{cu{ated for 
and tfie {ong term. Wíse yeoy{e wí{{ enjoy, for tfie yuryose 
enjoyíng eterna{{y. Noone wí{{ understand as we{{ as tfi 
do, tfie art of enjoyíng everytfiíng. 

If iowever on{y tiís sensory wor{d ís tie stage 
assígned to iumankínd for íts actívítíes and know{edge, 
extrasensory wor{d nevertie{ess aso be{ongs ín yart to 
terrítory, because wítfiout sucfi a tfiíng tfie entíre sensoy 
wor{d wou{d ayyear empty, meaníng{ess, and not mucfi 
better tian a dream, because our fieart's most urgent 
ís tfie strívíng for re a, stan-a{one objects; be cause ít s 
ímyossíb{e for yeoy{e to be y{eased and satísfíed by mer 
empty deceytíon, wfiíci mísses tfie yuryose for wiícfi ít 
gíven us as soon as we become cayab{e of recognízíng tt 
deceytíon as a deceytíon. 

Tfiís know{ejje of an extrasensory wor{d cannot 8'' 
any furtfier, fiowever, tfian tie extent necessítated by o u 
reason's requírements. We wí{{ know a{{ we need to inow 
soon as we fiave convínced ourse{ves of tie exístence and 
tfie reafíty of extrasensory yfienomena foundatíons. 
reason and our fiearts requíre tfiem. 3ecause yfienom n 
tfiat iave no foundatíon are notiíng for Reason. Tfi y a 
fíie a ciaín iangíng free{y ín tfie aír . ..nd yfienomena 
about wfiícfi ít ís uncertaín wfietfier tfiey fiave a rea( 
foundatíon fiave on{y a yrob{ematíca{ reafíty wfií fi 
fíiewíse ís not better tfian áe Ptíon . s regarás tfi 
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¡�fi e nomena founáatíons, wíosoever wants to go heyoná 
mere[y convíncíng íímseJ of tieír exístence, wíoever 
¡ {( !mans to inow wíat tíey are, wíere tíey are, íow tíey 
wori, wí[[ he steyyíng heyoná tíe yrescríbeá hounáary. 'líe 
1 t l.w{utíon of sucí questíons áoes not act as a conltíon for 
I I U  r tíougíts, áesíres, aná áeeS. On[y our ínquísítíveness, 
1 1 01 our syírít's re a[ nee, can he wounáeá by tíe 

eso{uhífíty of sucí questíons. We must someáay acceyt 
t lw exístence of extrasensory yíenomena founáatíons as 
¡i ,' / , 1hísíeá, or tíe entíre sensory wor[á ís a áream. lt may 
/ le 1 fi-at ín aáltíon to our way of ímagíníng tíe wor[á tíere 
I I I I?pens to he anotíer, hetter way; hut tíere ís áefíníte[y no 
Va y tíat comy[ete[y contralcts our own, ín wíící even 
• 1 tJ r y t í í n g t í a t í s wou[á ayyear to he sometííng 
t l r H ís not. líere ís no otíer way of tíínkíng more suítab[e 
f; our nature aná our [ocatíon, aná more necessary for 
1 1 1 1  r · í tuatíon. E ven if a[[ tííngs ayart from ourse[ves are ín 
t ll l 'mse{ves not tiat wíící tíey ayyear to he to us, tíey are 
"' ' 'rt fíe{ess rea; aná we most certaín[y ímagíne tíem ín 
l ll t '  vay necessary for us to become more noh[e, more 
l fli t /� t, to become tíat wíící we ougít to hecome. 

Wíat wou[á tíís Man? Now uywará wí[[ íe soar, 
.ná fítt[e [ess tían ..nge; wou[á he more; 
:Now [ooiíng áownwarS, just as gríev 'á ayyears 
'lo want tíe strengtí of bu[s, tíe fur of hears.­
'lfíe hfíss of man ( cou[á yríáe tíat b[essíng fín). 
Is not to act or tííni heyoná maniín; 
No yow 'rs of hoáy or of sou[ to síare, 
But  wíat íís nature aná íís state can bear. 
Wí y ías not man a mícroscoyíc eye? 
:For tfíis y{aín reason, man ís not a j{y, 
Sa y wfía t tfíe use, were fíner oytíc 's gív 'n, 
T'fn �ect a m ít , not omyrefíená tfíe J{eav 'n? 
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Or toucfi, if trem6fíng{y afíve a{{ o 'er, 
To smart and agoníze at ev'ry yore? 
Or quíck ej[uvía dartíng tfiro ' tfie 6raín, 
Jíe of a rose ín aromatíc yaín? 
f nature tiunder'd ín iís oy'níng ears, 
.And stunn'd iím wítfi tfie musíc of tfie syfieres, 
J{ow wou{dfie wísi tfiat J{eav 'n fiad{ejt fiím stí{{ 
Tfie wfiísy'ríng Zeyfiyr, and tfie yurfíng rí{{? 
Wfio fíns not yrovídence a{{ good and wíse 
.Afíke ín wfiat ít gíves and wfiat deníes? 
P o y e. Essay on lan. Ey. . 

Wítfiout knowíng ít, we ímagíne tliíngs ín a way 
requíred 6y a fiígfier arder of wfiícfi our current manner o 
tliínkíng ís a yart anda conitíon; tfiís yortíon ís ínkeá to 
tfie genera{ wfio{e, and we on our yart do wfiat ís our yart, 
wítfiout knowíng ít. We y{ay tfie ro{e assígned to us aná 
are fíke tfie so{ier or fíeutenant commander wfio jo{{ows 
an arder gíven to fiím wítfiout knowíng fiow ít re{ates to 
tfie y{an for tfie entíre camyaígn, and wfiose 6fínd 
o6eience does more to yromote tfie cause tfian a re6e{fío 
actíon exyressed at tfie wrong tíme. In tfiís way, an 
uncertaínty exísts wfiícfi ís ínsurmounta6{e and yet at tfi 
same tíme 6etter tfian many an ayyarent know{edge titt 
on{y {eas us ínto erros and mísconceytíons and even 
makes tliíngs tliat are certaín, uncertaín. 

lan does wítfi dangerous curíousíty 
Tfiese unfatfiom'd wonders try. 
Wítfi fancíed ru{es and ar6ítrary {aws 
latter and motíon ie restraíns, 
.And stuied fínes and fíctíous cerí{es draws. 
Tfien wítfi ímagín'd sovereígníty, 
Lord of liís new fiyyotliesís líe re ígns. 
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Jfe reígns.-Jfow [ong? tí[[ some usuryer ríse, 
\ná lie too mglity, tiouglifu, wíse, 
Stules new ines aná otlier círc[es feígns; 
from tliís [ast toí[ agaín wliat know[eáge j[ows? 
]ust as mucli yerliays, as sliows. 
Tliat a[[ liís yreáecessor's ru[es 
Were emyty cant, a[[jargon of tlie sclioos 
Tliat lie on t 'otlier's ruín rears liís tirone 
\ná sliows liís fríen's místake aná tlience confírmes 
liís one. 
P r í o r. 

Let us tlierefore liof to tliat wliícli to us ís a gíven 
l l ná unáenía6[e. Tlie fact tliat we are liere cannot 6e 
on t ralcte. Exyeríence lias yroven tliat none of us wí[[ 

t f l ma ín liere. Tiat not every moáe of 6eliavíor makes tliís 
\ \' lt a y[easura6[e one for us ís no [ess certaín. So ít comes 
t lown to áetermíníng wliícli moáe ís 6est. Jnlsyuta6[y, ít 
onpean to 6e tlie moáe ín wliícli every ríva[ can make ít to 
t ite goa{, wliere iumaníty's ínterests com6at eacli otlier tlie 
{¡• Ht ,  wliere tlie means are more genera, more avaí[a6[e, 
mor ínte[[ectua, more lverse, more [ong-term, more 
J l ( l  .austí6[e, aná more comyatí6[e wítli tlie weJare of 

olfw r , wliere no yerson can 6ecome too mucli aná tlirougli 
1 ,. lqreatness yose a tlireat to otliers wítli equa[ ríglits, 
vfi ( 're tlie 6ígger aná greater everyone 6ecomes tlie 6etter 

1 1 1 1  { more useu[ tliey are for otliers. No argument can 
¡ (  \'f" t tliat tliís wí[[ liayyen to a more aávantageous 
dt 1 1 e ín a system tliat makes íts fína[ yuryose tlie 
, ¡  1 \  e(oy·ment of menta[ yerfectíoníng aná tlie áeve[oyment 
1 1/ o u r .íglier yowers. Tliís áeve[oyment aná yerfectíoníng 
1 1 1 1  only liayyen, liowever, wliere tlieír use s ínlsyensa6[e. 
' \ 1 1  { ie ír se s ínyesa6[e nowiere f not wliere a[[ 

' ' I 'P )a ra n es aná granáeur liave [ejt us, wliere everytliíng 
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deyens on wfiat we ourse{ves are. Tfieír va{ue ís nowiere 
greater tian wfiere iumaníty ís destíned to endure. 

Sínce every man wfio úves ís born to die, 
.lnd none can boast síncere feúcíty, 
Wítfi equa{ mín; wfiat fiayyens, {et us bear, 
Nor joy nor gríeve too mucfi for tfiíngs Jeyonf our 
care. 
Líke yígríms to tfi'ayyoínted y{ace we ten; 
Tie wor{'s an Inn, and deati tie jouney 's en: 
Even kíngs but y{ay, and wien tfieír yart ís done, 
Some otfier, worse or better, mount tie tirone. 
V r y de n. 

Beúef ín our contínuíng exístence can, tierefore, as 1 
beúeve 1 fiave yroven, not be seyarated from mora{ 
yfií{osoyiy wítiout lsadvantage. for every system of 
etfiícs must fiave a goa{ tfiat ít wants to aciíeve. It cannot 
do wítfiout tfie ídea{ of yerfectíon and tie ídea of a futur , 
.lnd a{{ tfiís {eas to tfiougits of our contínuatíon, and 
wítfiout ít ít fias no true meaníng. Peoy{e wfio beúeve ín 
tieír contínuíng exístence aso are íncayaJ{e of actíng s 
do yeoy{e wfio deny ít. Peoy{e wfio deny tfiís contínuatíon 
cannot ríse any iígier ín tieír moraúty tfian tie reasons 
tiat motívate tfiem. Tiese motívatíng reasons are taken 

from current {íje and conltíons, and wí{{ cause útt{e or -n o 
fundamenta{ ciange to tieír io{ders ' convíctíons, wfiícli 
form tfie actua{ foundatíon of a{{ moraúty. Because tli ' 
motívatíons and conltíons are ciangeab{e, tfien so too í 
tfie moraúty buí{t uyon tfiem . lnd no yerson wí{{ 6e a6ti t ( )  
guarantee for tfiemse{ves wiat tfiey wí{{ 6e, fiow tfiey w a 
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act, wien tie conitíons ciange. In tiís system, yeoy[e 
6eíeve tiey can 6ecome everytiíng, 6ecause tieír mora[ 
fáea[s are of tie [owest tyye. Some síns aná ímyerfectíons 
,re greater aná more syírítua[[y áestructíve tian otiers 
L liat are yunísieá wíti tie ga[[ows aná tie wiee; tie 
morafíty of yeoy[e wio 6efíeve ín tieír own áestructíon 
áoes not envísíon tiís. Tiís ínc[uáes a[[ issatísfactíon aná 
grum6fíng wií[e suferíng; a[[ untíme[y siame aná iuman 

everence; a[[ áenía[ of one 's fríens, aná a 6etter 
convíctíon as soon as one 's own we[-6eíng ís tireatene; a[[ 
('rawfíng arouná aná iumífíatíon 6efore eví[ aná 6aá men 
wfwse ians io[á a iígier áegree of vío[ence; a[[ 
t�ndignfíeá yraíse aná j[attery; a[[ fau[ty know[eáge aná 
f'aG'e estímatíon of one 's se; a[[ assocíateá conceít, 
tl rogance, contemyt, aná ínjustíce to servíce from otiers; 
� tr ínáfference towará i í g i e r yuryoses aná yoínts of 

ew; tie ríicu[ousness ieayeá tiereuyon; tie [assítuáe, 
W1 n "uafíty, áestructíve tenáencíes, gree, vaníty, [ust for 
/ !lm aná yower; a[[ weaknesses wiíci áo not com6at 

H u · t íce wiere tiey mígit aná siou[á áo so; a[[ 
l l 1 1 lj tcatíons of s[avery, íiocy, aná6fínáness for tie 
}ll pose of unifyíng one 's own ínj[uence, aná a tiousaná 
ot h 'r  j[aws wiíci are tie necessary resu[ts of erroneous 
lwl efs aná a [ow yoínt of víew. 

f iuman 6eíngs are not createá to enáure, tien 
1 ' (1 'Y suferer must necessarí[y 6efíeve tiat iís suferíng ís 
I # I' l rned and ias no yuryose. fe must necessarí[y envy 
1 11 W! in more fortunate círcumstances. fe must curse a 
1 1 •u t íon ín wiíci so fítt[e care ias 6een taken for iímse. 

f iuman 6eíngs do not endure, tien tiere s no 
111 'U'r on earti tliat cannot 6e trou6[ed 6y yrosyects very 
1 ll 1 1  � náee. ue fiapyíness s yreyosterous. It s a 
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yfiantom tfiat can 6e a tiougfit of tfie moment, 6ut wí{{ 6e 
áestroyed 6y tfie next moment to arríve. 

J'or, f iuman 6eíngs are not destíned to endure, tfien 
everytfiíng fias 6een 6egun and notfiíng ended. Tfien, a{{ 
greatness and sy{endor ens ín notfiíng; we {aci on{y a 
reason; notiíng ís goo; our cravíngs {aci o6jects worti 
cravíng; and tfiere ís even {ess of a y{an 6ecause tfien tiere 
wí{{ exíst on{y fragments and no Wio{e. A{{ iuman 
actívíty ís isyersed and does not come togetier anywiere 
at any yoínt. Peoy{e wí{{ act as tie advantage of tie 
moment ictates, and yeoy{e wí{{ do tfie oyyosíte as soon as 
tfie momentary advantage a{ters. Tiere wí{{ tfius 6e no 
consequences 6eyond tfie yresent, or tfiose stí{{ notíceá 
6eyond tfiat yoínt wí{{ aso end ín notfiíng, just {íie tie 
current moment. Wiere no contínuíng exístence ís 
assume[, tiere can 6e no consequences to tie consequenc ' 

6ecause if tiere were tiere wou{d 6e a seríes of 
consequences, and tiere wou{d tfius aso 6e a tyye of y{an in 
exístence. But tiís y{an wou{d 6e tie strangest of a{{ y{an�·, 
6ecause ít wou{d iave 6een drawn u y to generate notiíng. 

Wiere no y{an exísts, tfiere ís no wísdom eítfier. 
Everytiíng iayyens tfirougfi tie yower of tie ayyroxíma 1 f ' ,  
Tfiere, tie wísest of a{{ as no advantage over any of ti 
foofs. Tiere, notiíng can 6e reasona6{y yreicte[, notfiíny 
create, notiíng yreyare. Tfie yresent moment a{one 
deserves to 6e gíven consíáeratíon. But tfie yresent moml'n l  
ítseJ s {íie a ríver wiose waters do not your out ínto a 
{arger 6ody of water. 

Wiat remaíns {ejt to us 6ut tfiat, wiere tie yr sen t  
moment ís a� eveYyone woulá natcfí tie moment anásl'c ' 
to 6ecome on{y a greaL a ti ís y rm íts? WioeveY sta:nd.\' 
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out above tíe otíers wí[[ be everytííng ín tíís system. 
'Power wouüf be tíe íígíest goa[ tíat íuman beíngs couüf 
acííeve anf crave. Peoy[e wou[c( necessarí[y íave to íate, 
weafien, anf reyress tíeír rívas. Wíoever yossessef yower 
wou[c( íave to do everytííng ín tíeír yower to maíntaín 
l iemse[ves ín tíeír yosítíon. Every fiuman beíng wou[c( fear 
1 ie otíers, or íate tíem; no one cou[c( tru[y anf enfuríng[y 
r syect or [ove anyone efse. On tíís Eartí, as a resu[t, tíere 
cou[c( be on[y vío[ence or feceytíon, íyyocrísy anf 
pretence, lscorf anf strife, anf never [ove anf íarmony. 
1 n a wor[c( wíere unbeúef was tíe ruúng system, sef 
1 n terest anf seJísíness wou[c( ru[e as we[[ Tíe state ín 
wfiícfi a[[ fiuman beíngs wou[c( fínf tíemse[ves wítí regare( 
1 o eacfi otfier wouc( be tfie state of oyen or secret warfare, 
t i  ncf tíe cfiaracterístícs requíref to wage tíís war most 
w cessju[[y wou[c( be tíe ones most ayyrecíate. for tíís 
t'ason, bravery, c[everness, anf tie art of feceytíon, 
1 oyetfier wítí a goof outwarf seemúness ín tíe eyes of a[[ 
t i te  wor[c([y yeoy[e, anf most efucatef yeoy[e, wou[( be tíe 
lt 'Hfiest ífeas of a[[ íuman yerfectíon . .Anf every otíer, 
/ l lore rea[ vírtue wíící gútteref [ess wou[, wíen 
mmparef to tíe former, be fesyísef as stuyí{, cowarf[y, 
1 / l l toutí, or fooúsi. 

Tfie scíoo[ of yure sensuaúty can tfierefore very we[[ 
¡woáuce great regents, great statesmen anf ieroes, men of 
11 1  ule-rangíng erultíon, canlf anf faítíju[ busínessmen, 
¡ 1/ ( •u ant anf cíarmíng coyaníons, anf quíet, benígn 
J II 'Op(e, ín quantíty. But tíe mora[ íeroes wío jo[[ow tieír 
J lt / 1  fi unfauntef towarf tíe goa[ to wíící tíey are 
t lt • \' l í ne{, quíet[y taiíng tlíe míff[e roac( wítíout attractíng 
/ 1 1 1 f t e , wítfiout físy[ayíng vaníty anf yretensíon;-yeoy[e 
\ l l lw wou[c( work on t,e founcfatíon of tlíe curen t 
1 t t t n u L íon, recfu mora{ ví{ ín tlí wor{, ín r a í n t  r si  
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ín morafíty;-yeoy{e wiose eforts anf ínsígfits wou{{ fríve 
tfie s{uggísfi fiuman syecíes forwarf on íts way to 

yerfectíoníng, wio {ay tie founfatíon for a better wor{{ 
anf fiígier moraíty;-yeoy{e wfio fee{ tfie wor{'s mísery 
anf ruínatíon fíke tfieír own, wio worry anf become 
anxíous about ít, wfio yrefer to lscuss tfiís wíti otiers 
above a{{ tiíngs, yonferíng wítfi tfiem about usefu{ means, 
to wfiom tie conc{usíons anf ínsígits usefu{ to tfiís enf are 
tie most urgent of tfieír requírements, wfio catci fíre at 
every ty gíven, wfio searci everywfiere for yeoy{e wfio fee{ 
símí{ar requírements, anf wfien tfiey fínf one tfiey consíder 
fiím a yríce{ess gft from -{eaven, never seyarate from iím, 
anf mutua(( y gíve one anotfier new courage anf strengti 
agaínst tie sefuctíons of tfie wor{{ anf foofísfi oyíníons of 
socíety;-yeoy{e wfio iífe none of tfieír fau(ts from one 
anotfier, nor seek out any soyfiístíca( wfiítewasfi to exy(aín 
tiem, wfio are strong enougi to assume an ígnob(e 
motívatíng force befiínf even tfieír best anf most 
femonstrab{e acts, wfio use every tiy to examíne 
tfiemse{ves, wio convínce tiemse{ves of tfie vaníty of our 
vírtues; 

Quí tentant ín sese fescenfere. 
In quos manca ruít semyer fortuna. 

Peoy(e 

Wfio counse( can bestow, 
Stí{( y(eas'{ to teacfi, anf yet not yrouf to know; 
Vnbías ', or by favour, or by syíte, 
Not fu{{y yreyossess '{, nor bínf(y rígit, 
Tfio ' {earn', we(-bre; anf tio ' we(-bre{, síncere; 
.ofest(y bo{, anf fiuman{y severe: 
Wfio to a ríenf :ís fau{ts can ree{y sfiow, 
\nf g{af{y yraíse tfie merít of a foe, 
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B{est wíti a taste exact, yet unconfín'; 
.t know{edge boti of books and iuman kín; 
jen'rous converse, a sou{ exe1Jt from yríde; 
.tnd {ove to yraíse, wíti reason on iís síde. 
P o  y e. Essay on Crítíc. 

Or yeoy{e suci as Lucan descríbed iís Cato: 

Servare modum, fínemque tener e, 
Naturamque sequí, yatríaeque ínyendere vítam; 
Nec síbí, sed totí genítum se credere mundo, 
{uíc eyufae vícsse famem: magníque yenates, 
Submovísse iíemem tecto: yretíosaque vestís, 
{írtam membra suyer, Romaní more Quírítís, 
Induxísse togam: Yenerísque iuíc maxímus usus. 
Progeníes: 1rbí yate rest, 1rbíque marítus: 
Iustítíae cuftor, rígíú servítor ionestí: 
In commune bonus, nu{{osque Catonís ín actus. 
Subreysít, yartemque tufít síbí nata vo{uytas. 
L u c a n. 

1 'eoy{e wio are not satísfíed wíti any yrogress tiey iave 
J ·.íeve; and íncrease tieír demanS uyon tiemse{ves­
wc. yeoy{e, 1 say ít y{aín{y, come from tie scioo{ of 
11 ' í ureanísm and unbefíej eítier not at a{{ or on{y by 
(uc lé í{y forgettíng tieír yríncy{es. 

Y no yenséís señor que yo {famo4 aquí vugo 
so{amente a {a gente y{ebeya y iumí{de; que todo 
aque{ que no sabe, aunque sea señor y yrínciye, yuede 

Translator's Note: Among my corrections to the 
author's misguotation of this Cervantes text: changing "que 
yo Uomo" lo "que yo l lamo. " 
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y áehe entrar en e{ número áe{ vuJo. 

lo hríng tiíngs haci to tieír true va{ue aná ca{{ 
tiem Jy tieír own names, a{{ tie wor{á{y yeoy{e 's 
conscíence seems founáeá on tieír feeíng of tieír own 
ionor, aná on{y to reaci as far as tiís áoes. Tis, iowever, 
can restríct tie range of morafíty so muci tiat notiíng ín 
tie ená ís truer tian tie worás of L a 3 r u y e r e. In tie 
eyes aná tie oyíníons of tie wor{, aná accoríng to tie 

yríncp{es of refíneá sensuaíty. 

L 'ionnete iomme est ce{uí quí ne vo{e yas sur {es 
grans ciemínss, et quí ne tue yersonne; áont {es 
víces efín ne sont yas scanáa{eux. 

Vnáer suci conáítíons, consequent{y, on{y tiose 
yeoy{e wí{{ tiríve wio are satífíeá wíti tie usua{ áegree of 
morafíty, to wiom tie wor{á seems gooá as {ong as tieír 
status remaíns uncia{{enge, wio care fítt{e ahout 
anytiíng eSe tiat iayyens aná ias yet to iayyen, aná wi 
{eave tie wor{á aná iumaníty to tieír own áevíces, wio 
even enjoy tieír foofísiness aná sí{íness, aná esteem ít. 

Que c 'est une Jofíe a nu{{e autre seconáe, 
Ve vou{oír se me{er áe corríger {e monáe. 
L e M í s a n t r o  y e . tct 1 .  Se. 1. 

Tiís scioo{ tierefore yroáuces, wien tie yossíb{e 
occurs, yeoy{e wio are eítier too ínvo{veá ín certaín 
to iave tie tíme to he eví{, or yay attentíon to tie w •·r•�­
or yeoy{e {aciíng hoti outstanáíng víces aná exce{{ent 

Translator's Note: The author's original c i tation : "qui ne vole pas les grand\' 

chemins" 
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vírtues: 

Magís extra vítía quam cum vírtutí6us. 

or, as C í e  e r o  decrí6ed tie consus { í r t í  u s and 
J a u s a:6 

fomínes 6oní quídem, sed duntaxat 6oní. 

( r tiey are yeoy[e wio [ack eítier tie energy, oyyortuníty, 
or ínterest to 6e evU; wio do not fee[ tie need to take 
gno6[e yatis 6ecause [uck and outward confítíons 
a utomatíca[[y fufíC eaci of tieír nees, or, fína[[y, tie 
Vírt ues of yeoy[e Jrom tiís scioo[ are notiíng more tian 
t rmyeramenta[ vírtues-tiey avoíd eví[ to wiíci tiey fee[ 
no íncfínatío, and for tiís reason are strong wiere 6etter 
peoy[e are weak. 

, tien, even tie greater yortíon of mora[ yeoy[e are 
t iO t of a more no6[e tyye, f a[[ tie morafíty of 6etter yeoy[e 
\' 6ased on tie [aw6ook of i o n o  r, and tiís ionor ís a very 

wonderju[ reaso, deyendent on iuman reason and 
uágement, and iígi[y ar6ítrary, not ínfrequent[y 

d(1manfíng tie strangest and most contrafíctory tiíngs: 

Ce n'est yas ce quí est crímíne[ quí coute [e y[us . .. ] 
C'est ce quí est rífícu[e [ . . . ]. 

' / ll l'n , tien, many an event ín tiís wor[d 6ecomes very 
me{ rstanda6Ce, and seems [ess strange. Tie rayíd cianges 
t i  t i,e 6eiavíor of so many yeoy[e wí[[ iave [ess yower to 

u \' 1 on ísi us, and we wí[{ 6e deceíved [ess often, f we y Cace 

Trunslntor's Note: 1 i rt ius and Pansa? 
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{ess confíáence ín tiís mutav{e vírtue. Wiat an exyert on 
fiumaníty was L a B r u y e r e, wfiom 1 fiave quoteá so 
often vut wio cannot ve quoteá enougfi, wien fíe wrote: 

Commen:ons yar exceyter ces ames nov{es et 
courageuses, s 'í{ en reste encare sur a terre, 
secourav{es, íngéníeuses a faíre áu víen, que nus 
vesoíns, nu{{e isyroyortíon, nus artfíces ne yeuvent 
séyarer áe ceux qu'í{s se sont une foís cfioísís your 
amís; et ayres cette yrécautío, isons fiariment un 
ciose tríste et áou{oureuse a ímagíner: I{ n'y a 
yersonne au monáe sí víen úée avec nous áe socíété e t  
áe víenveí{{ance, quí nous aíme, quí nous goúte, quí 
nous faít mí{{e ofres áe servíces et quí nous sert 
que{quefoís, quí n'aít en soí,yar Cattaciement a son 
íntérét, áes isyosítíons tres yrocfies a romyre avec 
nous, et a áevenír nótre ennemí. 

, on tfie otfier ianá, yeoy{e cou{á succeeá ín ma�íng 
tie tiougfit of tfieír contínuíng exístence tfieír souCs rufítJ 
íáea; if tfiey fiaá enougi strengtfi of míná to ríse avove tfi� 
sway aná yower of a{{ yresent ímyressíons, wítfi tie aíá of 
tfiís íáea-wiat áiferent creatures tiese yeoy{e wou{á 
vecome, wiat a gatfieríngy{ace of áeúgfit tfiís Earti wou a 
ve, if tfiís manner of tiín�íng wou{á on{y ve come tie 

yrímary one for a{{ fiumaníty? for yeoy{e of tiís tyye tfi 
wou{á ve no iscontent . .t{{ wou{á more reúav{y aná 
assureá{y ovtaín tfiat wiíci tfiey sougfit. 

for wiat áo a{{ fiuman veíngs see�?-tn unímyec 
actívíty of tie mín; aná an assocíateá, yaínfree {je.- a 
tiís ená tfiey requíre tiat no eví{ exísts; tliat notiíng s 
va, contrary to tfieír yuryoses, or suyerj{uous; tfiat no 
yerson mísuses anotfier; tfia t  a{{ fiurry to one anotfier ' al 

204 



tfiat yeoy{e beúeve tiat even tfieír suferíng serves a 
yuryose; and tfiat tfiey even beúeve no one be fiayyíer tfian 
tfiemseves. lut a{{ of tfiese tfiíngs are on{y aciíevab{e for 

yeoy{e wio tiínk of tiemse{ves as beíngs destíned to 
endure. 

for wiat, tfien, s tie greatest críme ín tie wor{d, 
tfiat awakens so mucfi isy{easure ín a{{ yeoy{e?-Let us be 
fionest, and admít tiat ít ís wien we tiínk tiat we are not 
gettíng wiat we beúeve we fiave earned. Tfie wor{d ís not 
ja{íng ínto úne wíti our arrangements and desíres, and 
not takíng tfie yati ínicated by our yassíons and 

yrejudices. 

lut wfio ís te{íng us to want to conceíve of tiíngs 
t fiat we are unab{e to conceíve of? Viat ís faírer: tiat tfie 

yart arranges ítseJ to suít tie wio{e, or tfiat tfie wio{e 
a'Yrange ítseJ to suít tfie yart? Vfiat wou{d become of tfie 
wor{, wiat wou{d become of ourse{ves, if everyone were 
{ord and master of creatíon? f a{{ iuman beíngs iave tie 
rígit to iave tiís yartícu{ar desíre, wfiose desíres sfiou{ be 
atísfíed?-Tfie wísies of a{{ iumans? r tie wísies of a few 

of nature 's syecía{ favorítes? 

Tie former ís símy{y ímyossíb{e, and tfie {atter wou{d 
6e dreafu{ and ujust. 

Tiere must, tfierefore, be a mídd{e road. .lnd ít can 
on{y exíst ín everyone 's becomíng tiat wiíci, andas mucfi 
as fie or sie ís cayab{e o, becomíng, wítfiout causíng yeoy{e 
w ítfi e qua{ rígfits to suffer; tfiat tfiere be a iayyíness for 
1 nfívídua{s wfiícfi s coyatíb{e wíti tfie iayyíness .óf a{[ 

lut tfiís fiayyíness wí{{ ve ame yossíb{e for everyone 
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as soon as tiey a{{ {earn to fe e{ more sensítíve to y{easure 
aná {ess sensítíve to lsy{easure. 

Tiat wí{{ fiayyen as soon as a{{ tie maúcíousness, 
ugúness, aná yoínt{essness of so many tiíngs are 
eúmínate. 

Tfiey wí{{ 6e eúmínateá as soon as someone comes y 
wítfi a y{an for tie wor{á wiose yuryose ís tie iígiest 
áeve{oyment of a{{ 6eíngs to wiom a{{ occurrences serve as 
means. 

Tfiís iígfiest áeve{oyment, fiowever, can on{y succeei 
if fiumans are 6eíngs áestíneá to enáure; tfie oyyosíte of a{{ 
tfiís wí{{ occur as soon as one tiínks a6out one 's áestructíon. 

Is ít rea{{y so í{{ogíca{ to tiínk tfiat everytfiíng fias a 
cause, a consequence, a yuryose? Does tfiínkíng notfiíng of 
ít make tiís wor{á more 6eara6{e?  f tfiís ís so í{{ogíca, tfien 
{et us tiínk of no cause at a{, 6ut ratfier of a consequence 
or yuryose. 

for f tfiere ís a cause, a consequence, a yuryose, tfien 
every cause ias íts su6sequent cause, every consequence íts 
su6sequent consequence, every yuryose íts su6sequent 
yuryose. Eítier yuryoses exíst tiat fiave no yuryose, or 
tfiere exísts a seríes of yuryoses. Tfierefore, a y{an exísts . 
\ná a{{ tfiíngs ín tfiís wor{á maíntaín tfieír yosítíon ín 
accoráance wítfi tfiís y{an. Wfiíci makes everytfiíng 
ratíona{ aná goo, aná tfie sources of our lscontent are 
eúmínate. 

..{{ our áíscontent resu{ts rom our ína6íúty to see 
ínto tfie uture. f we cqu{á be come better at tfis tfian w 
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are now, we wouW necessarí{y aná wouW fiave to vecome 
aware of consequences desírav{e and venefícía{ for us; ín 
everytiíng tiat fiayyens we wou{c( físcover so many means 
to óríng avout tiís great, communa{ consequence; we wou{c( 
and wou{c( iave to fínc( tie Wio{e goo, and tie Parts not 
{ess; we wou{c( fínd notiíng vut connectíons, concordance, 
conveníence, and exígency; we wou{c( convínce ourse{ves 
tfiat even eví{ coud on{y resu{t ín good for us; we wou{c( 
tfius ve come foá of a{{ tfiíngs, anc( see tiem as notfiíng 
more tian tfieír wort; we wou{c( get to know gooc( tiíngs 
tfiat are suvorfínated to one anotfier; tfiís wou{d exyand 
our yoínt of víew, anda{{ desíres tiat current{y ja{{ so 
íyetuous{y uyon {esser goofs wou{( tius ve moderated 
and reduce. Tiís wou{c( resu{t ín our ínterests' co{aíng 
{ess often wítfi tfie ínterests of otfiers. Tie Tartfi 's treasures 
you{c( ve sufícíent for a{{ fiumaníty; for no one wou{( 

áemand more of tfiem tian necessary for iís or ier own 
-yreservatíon; everyone wouW amít tfiemse{ves more to 

L ie ír menta{ educatíon; no one wou{c( consíder tfiemse{ves 
unfiayyy if tiey {acked sometfiíng; everyone wítfiout 
(J ceytíon wou{c( arríve at an ovjectíve aciíevav{e for a{; 
none of our ídeas, none of our desíres wou{c( contrafíct 
otfiers '; wítiín us, tfiere wou{( ve no físyute or díscor, vut 
a tfier yeace, uníyeded enjoyment, free usage of our 

powers, an, consequent{y, unímyec(ec( actívíty wou{c( ve 
our desíres 'fína{ ovjectíve. Tvery iuman veíng wou{c( ve 
capav{e of everytiíng, vecause ín suci an order of tiíngs fie 
tou{c( not want anytiíng ímyossív{e anc( unaciíevav{e. joc( 
u ná Jfeaven wou{c( gaín ínfíníte{y more ín iuman resyect . 
. 'J 'or, even if tfiís wor{á ve jí{{ec( wíti as many yrov{ems anc( 
t ' (mes as yeoy{e c{aím, tfiey wou{c( tfius nevertie{ess ve 
cop{ete{y ín accordance wíti tfieír yuryose, and yerfect. 
'/ 'o pr císe{y tfiís wou{c( gíve tfie wor{c( tfie cfiaracterístíc of 
1/l)nera t íng ín s tfiougfits of and desíres for a vett r oráer 
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of thíngs, aná for just thís reason ít wouá teach yeoy{e to 
irect tieír concen away from themse{ves aná towará the 

future. Its very ímyerfectíon wou{á Ge the greatest yroof of 
íts yerfectíon. 

Because, then, a{{ earth{y actívíty wou{á have to 
revo{ve arouná a goa{ whích wou{á Ge eíther c{oser or 
fartier away, yresent here or there, or {yíng entíre{y ín the 
uture; Gecause on the strength of thís a{{ manner of human 
Gehavíor wou{á Ge ivísíG{e ínto two maín Grane hes; 
Gecause as ias Geen yroven the manner ofactíng that 

yursues a more istant goa{ has unáeníaG{e aávantages;-, 
consequent{y, a{{ earth{y havoc aná mísery a{ways 
orígínates from the fact that yeoy{e yurchase at too hígh a 
yríce, y{ace too much confíáence ín the yresent, aná cannot 
raíse these{ves wíth enough strength aGove the yower of 
theír ímyressíons;-if therefore ít ís ímyossíG{e ít not to 
matter whích motívatíng forces are the árívíng ones ín 
each era:-thus ít ís aso ímyossíG{e for ít not to matter 
whether the greater yortíon of human Geíngs Gefíeves ín 
theír contínuíng exístence or áeníes ít. Jor 

To{{e yeríc{um, 
Iam vaga yrosífíet frenís natura remotís.7 
{ o r a  e e. Serm. LíG. I. Sat. 7. 

for these reasons, the famous questíon now answers 
ítse: whether a state of atheísts cou{á exíst, aná whether 
such a state wou{á Ge aG{e to maíntaín ítseJ ín the {ong 
term. · Thís questíon ís accomyaníeá Gy another questíon 
whích ís áísyroyortíonate{y more íyortant aná therefore 

7 Translator's Note: 
"frenis natura r ¡¡ li.s" 
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cfeserves c{oser examínatíon. Tie questíon: t r e  y e o y {e 
m a t u r e  e n o ug fi t o fa y  t o  j e  a j {e t o  fo 
w í t fi o u t  t fi e  y o s í t í v e  r e {í g í o n s ? I s  í t  
g o o f  a n f  ayy r oy r í a t e  t o  e n {íg i t e n  t fi e  

o m m o n  m a n a n f  o u r  y o u t i  a j o u t  t fi í s ,  
a n f t e a c fi t fi e m  a j o u t  t fi e í r {a c k  of 
fo u n fa t í o n ?  

Tfiís questíon ís a most efícate one, anf íts reso{utíon 
of tfie sort tfiat cou{( very easí{y ruín tiíngs wítfi a{{ tie 
.Parts, jecause ít ís ímyossíj{e to satísfy tie 
overexaggeratef femans of tie two yartíes ín tfie lyute. 

ne requírements of our tímes very natura{{y {eaf us to 
t i ís questíon. Unfortunate{y, iowever, ít s to je exyectef 
tfiat iere, too, iumans wí{{ not keey to tie míff{e roaf. 
' nf tfie too swift zea{ of tfie one yart wí{{ so confuse anf 
worsen conltíons tfiat tfie oyyonents of reason wí{{ not 
(a k ostensíj{e reasons, {íjtef from current events, to, 
a ,tfier tian iep e{evate refígíon, ínsteaf yromote tie of-

fa i íonef ru{e of yríests, ínc{ulng tfie o{( suyerstítíons. 
s wou{( a{{ means remaín contrary to tie en[, anf 

·1 uman jeíngs move ínexoraj{y from one extreme conltíon 
t o a notfier, wítiout ímyrovíng tie founfatíon; tiey wou{{ 
J(I{í ve tiat otfiers race ajout jecause tfiey race tiemse{ves, 
\'Ucft tiat ín tfie en( even tie most reasonaj{e tfiíng wou{ 
/J(I o me foujtu, wfiat we actua{{y ougfit to wísfi for, 
hl' ·a, use for every o{( eví{ to je efímínatef a new anf worse 

vi( wou{{ ayyear, so tfiat ín tfie enf we wou{{ fiave to say 
t J OU Se{ves, ín conso{atíon, 

ontentons-nous fe ce{uí-cí 
" e yeur ' en rencontrer un yíre. 8 

Trans l utor' s Note: 
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L a f o n t a í n e. 

Tie yosítíve refígíons tiat, ín accordance wíti tieír 
yrímary yuryose, ougit to hecome a honlng agent hetween 
iumans, and jí{{ ín tie ciasm created hy tie formatíon of 
so many countríes-
iístory ías taugit us tiat tiese yosítíve refígíons iave 
frank{y hecome a new, even worse seyaratíng agent . ..nd 
for tiís reason tiey iave lssemínated unsyeakah{e mísery 
tirougiout tie wor{d and iumankíná. C{oser ínsyectíon 

yroves tiat tiey iave even faí{ed to efímínate tie 
foundatíon of ímmorafíty . .nd iuman heíngs are, even 
toda y, desyíte a{{ refígíons, not muci hetter tian tiey were 
mí{{ennía ago. Tius tiey iave awakened tie ídea ín many 
a tiínkíng man, and made ít crelJ{e, tiat a{{ tiese ídeas ín 
wiíci refígíon and reason y{ace so muci trust, from wiíci 
tiey exyect suci great resu{ts-tie ídea of jod and 
ímmortafíty-are for fije and iuman ínteractíon 
lsyensah{e, or of fítt{e use. Tie yosítíve refígíons from tíme 
ímmemoría{ iave he en, and stí{{ are, 

.. tiíng tiougit young 
In age í{{ yractís 'á, yet our yroy ín Veati 
V r y de n. ín V. Sehast. 

:frank{y, tie iígier ídeas and yríncíy{es do not 
ayyear ín tieír yurest form ín every yosítíve refígíous 
ínstructíon, and tiey are lstorted hy many a iarmju{ 
síé-ídea. Posítíve refígíous ínstructíon not ínfrequent{y s 
{ess concerned wíti tie maín íssue, afects tie reason mor 
tian tie ieart, and frequent{y degenerates ín our scioos 
ínto use{ess iaírsyfíttíng and tie most {augiah{e 

cont nl•z-vous/De peur d 'en rencontrer un pire." 
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exaggeratíons . \ná tiey áevíate even more from tieír 

,puryose wien, ratier tian afectíng yeoy{e 's funáamenta{ 
·onvíctíons, tiey fímít tiemse{ves more to tie observatíon 

o certaín customs·). 
ñanis to tieír beiavíor, se-ínterest, tiírst for yower, aná 

t fi.e baá examy{e set by so many ínstructors, tie yosítíve 
r gíons iave {ost ínfíníte grouná ín tie resyect of tie 
fJYeater masses. 

Tiese gosye{{ers iave iaá tieír go{áen áays 
.\ná {oráeá ít at wí{[### 
Rowe. ín Jan. jray.9 

\{{ of tiís ís quíte true, aná ju{{y ín accoráance wíti 
t,  fiístory aná exyeríence of a{{ tíme. But-

Corríge {e va{et, maís re.pecte {e maitre; 
Jíeu ne áoít yoínt yatír áes sottíses áu yretre 
Reconnaíssons ce Jíeu, quoíque tres ma{ serví. 
Y o { t a í r e. E y. 97 

On me rests tie syírít of a iunáreáweígit of s{anáer 
wn í i, áesyíte my reyeateá yuJfíc aná yrívate y{eaáíngs, 

Lire o u parler un jargon inconnu aux premiers siecles; circonstancier a 
confesse les défauts d'autrui, y pallier les siens; s'accuser de ses souffrances, 
de sa patience; dire comme un péché son peu de progres dans l'héroi"sme; etre 
en liaison secrete avec de certaines gens contre certains autres; n'estimer que 
soi et sa cabale, avoir pour suspecte la vertu meme; gotter, savourer la 
prospérité et la faveur, n'en vouloir que pour soi, ne point aider au mérite, 
faire servir la piété a son ambition, aller a son salut par le chemin de la fortune 
ct des dignités: c'est du moins jusqu'a ce jour le plus bel effort de la dévotion 
du temps. 

L a  B r u y e r c. 

' l 'run s l ator ' s  Note : The author presumably means Nicholas Rowe's 1 7 1 5  
'n cdy, Lady Jane Grey. 
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no trí6una[ on Earti wants to eumínate 6y a [awju[ 
ínquest. Tiís syírít of s[ander ciarges me wíti tireateníng 
tie destuctíon of 6oti reugíon, and tie iígiest autiorítíes, 
and tie weJare of states. \nd ít ís yrecíse[y tiís syírít tiat 
ias turned ín tiat irectíon tie meaníng of some few of my 
worS tiat were caya6[e of contaíníng a more no6[e sense. 

-1 díd not want any of tiat. Not sínce today a[one, 6ut for 
as [ong as 1 iave uve, 1 iave consídered tie iígiest 
autioríty and reugíon as ímyortant, ínevíta6[e iuman 
neeS. \nd tie reasons for tiís m y convíctíon 1 iave set out 
for tie wor[ to see ín yrecse[y tiese yages. But 1 wante{, 
ín a tíme wien tiere was no end to games and a6uses ín 
secret socíetíes, for tiís iuman weakness to 6e used to 
furtier more rea[ and more ignfíed aíms, to tie 6enefít of 
mankín.-1 wanted us to 6uí[d uyon tiís foundatíon, 
takíng advantage of tie exístíng moo.-1 wanted syírítua{ 
and wor[d[y yowers to 6e [ess a6use, and to 6e 6etter use á 
ín accordance wíti íts su6ume yuryose for iumaníty 's 
iayyíness and we[-6eíng, to wiíci end tiey 6oti actua[[y 
exíst; tie [atter ís sometiíng 1 stí[[ wísi and desíre, and 1 
wí[[ never ceas e wantíng ít. 

-1 wanted tie more reasona6[e and 6etter yeoy[e to, ín 
arder to save tiemse[ves, wítistand tie seductíons and 
[augiter of tiís wor[, and not 6e yermítted to 6ecome 
is[oya[ to tieír 6euefs. To io[d togetier·), strengtien one 

Que les philosophes véritables fassent une confrérie comme les 
francs-ma;ons, qu' ils s'assemblent, qu'i ls se soutiennent, qu' i ls soient fidcl­
a la confrérie, et alors je me fais bn1ler pour eux. Cette académie d' Athenos, 
toutes celles de París; mais chacun ne songe qu'a soi. 

Par quel le fatal ité se peut-il  que tant de fanatiques imbéci les a iont 
fondé des sectes de fous, et que tant d'esprits supérieurs pu issant a peine V nlr  
a bout de fonder une petite école de raison? c'est peut-etre paree qu ' i ls sont 
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otlier ín tlieír convíctíons, educate wítiín tieír círc(es, and 
1 fie n  to autioríze to educate, to yroduce yeoy(e wlio abuse 
' fígíon and yower (ess. 1 wanted some of tlie better yeoy(e 
to  deve(oy an urgent need for botli a more yrecíse 
mderstanlng of liumaníty and for an índeyendent ínner 
{1(1 ifectíon, by means of m y y(acíng tliem ínto a dangerous 
�· t ua tíon wiere tliey eítlier míss tlieír goa( entíre(y, to tlieír 
own lsadvantage, or are forced to maie tlie study of 
1 1  mse(ves and of otlier liuman beíngs tlieír fíves 'yrímary 
·on ern. Educators anda(( otliers wlio ínj(uence yeoy(e 

l' Y to fírst educate tliemse(ves, and gatlier tlie necessary 
'P Yíence ín tliís sclioo[ 

o tliís en, 1 wanted to ínj(uence entíre generatíons, and 
\\la n ted tlie transítíon for a(( c(asses and yeoy(e to a more 
1 ' t 1  ·onab(e genera( convíctíon, absofute(y ínexorab(e due to 
1 /1 1' ourse of nature and our destíny, to be quíet(y 
1 1 l:pa ye, stey-by-stey, and to taie y(ace wítliout any 
V o{e n t  uylieavas. 1 wanted wliat tlie reyresentatíves of 
¡ ¡ '( ' {(! · íastíca( and wor(((y yower ouglit to be doíng and 
Wtl  n t íng on tlie strengtli of tlieír ofíces, and 1 wanted tliís 
ll lC 1 use tliey are neg(ectíng ít.-1 wanted a(( tliese tliíngs, 
l l l l t(I befíeve to tliís liour, desyíte a(( yersecutíons a(ready 
\ 1 1 / /�  Y d and stí(( (yíng befare me, tliat tliís ídea ís a great 

snges; i l leur manque l 'enthousiasme, l 'activité. Tous les philosophes sont trop 
t icdcs; ils se contentent de rire des erreurs des hommes, au lieu de les écraser. 
Les missionnaires courent la terre et les mers, il faut au moins que les 
phi losophes courent les rues, il faut qu'ils ai l lent semer le bon grain de 
mnisons en maisons. 

V o 1 t a i r e. Ep. a d' Alembert. 

Si les honnetes gens s 'avisoient de faire cause commune, leur l ignc 
N ro it bien forte. Quand les gens d 'espri t et d 'honneur s'entendront, les sots ct 
1 8 l 'ripons joueroient un bien petit  role. I l n ' y a malheureu emcnt que les 
li·ipons, qui fassent des l igues. Les honnetes gens se tiennent iso lés. 

D u 1 o s. onsidórutions.  
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one, a{beít too yremature for suci tímes aná tius un{ucií{y 
ca{cu{ate. f m y contemyoraríes iayyen to be of anotier 
oyíníon, to me tiís ayyears to yrove tiat tieír entiusíasm 

for vírtue ís cayab{e of growti. 

Tiat místakes occurred cannot be deníe, tiat 1 
erred exquísíte{y, tiat 1 was símy{e enougi to ímagíe 
iuman beíngs better, {ess sefservíng, and more receytíve 
for tiat wiíci ís good and great tian tiey ín fact are, and 
as 1 unfortunate{y iave exyeríenced tiem on{y too we{{ ín 
tie course of tiís matter. Tiat iere, too, iumaníty 's 

yassíons wou{d y{ay tieír we{-inown game can suryríse s 
tie {ess because ít ís yrecíse{y tiese yassíons tiat are 
unasiamed enougi to isfígure ínstítutíons desyíte tie fact 
tiat tiese ínstítutíons iave receíved suyyort from a{{ sídes 
tirougi iabít, {ong exyeríence, age, aná every conceívab{e 
outer comyufsíon. Wioever wísies to y{ace tie b{ame for 
tiís on m y cause a{one, on me or m y subscríbers, yroves 
iow fítt{e tiougit ie ias gíven to tie nature of a busíness 
quíte new for everyone, wiere everyone fírst iad to gatier 
tie necessary exyeríence, and befare tiís iad be en 
accumu{ate, a cause, wiere a{{ comyusíon cease, wiere 
tiose ín iígi y{aces iad to fear tieír suborinates, wiere 
tie fírst yartícípants needed fírst to be traíne, and wíti 
a{{ tie fau{ts wiíci tiey brougit wíti tiem from tie yu60 
wor{d were not very wí{fíng to {et tiemse{ves be educatej 
wiere everyone wanted to assert tieír ínsígits, and wien 
yrevented from so doíng críed deyotísm and yonderíng 
revenge and destructíon; wiere, say 1, befare tie 
exyeríence cou{d be accumu{ated, tie cause ítseiJ receív 
so many and suci íncurab{e wouns tiat dowja{{ and 
co{{ayse were ínevítab{e. -f tiís were tie y{ace, and if on 
iad iad to dea{ {ess wítfi yreconce íved oyíníons and 
yassíons, tfien even g-reater tfi íng cou{d be saíd fiere, 
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. PYovídíng conc{usíons aná tys of tfie fiígiest sígnifícance 

. for iuman management. But I iave maáe even tfiís 
e xy{anatíon agaínst m y wí{, aná I wou{á fiave comy{ete{y 
a ná utter{y refraíneá from ít fiaá I not foreseen tiat many 
a reaáer of míne wou{á notíce aná necessarí{y se e ít as 
fr yyocrísy or base se-ínterest if tfiey saw iere statements 

· ·uíng from m y yen wíti regará to reúgíon aná 
oovernment tfiat tiey díá not at a{{ exyect on tfie strengtfi 
t�f t fie yortraít of me yaínteá by m y enemíes-aná now I 
a m steeríng tfiíngs baci to m y subject, aná wí{{ a{{ow 
myseJ no more satísfactíon exceyt to say tfiat I am 
1 1  "iameá of tiose wfio are asfiameá of me. 

Now tfiou fiast seen me, art tiou satísfy 'á? 
for, if a fríen, tiou fiast befie{á enougfi; 
.ln, if a foe, too mucfi. 
J r y á e n . .l{{ for {ove. 

fes! Tie áJerent yosítíve reúgíons iave dísturbeá 
fl U man yeace aná fiayyíness more tian once, but tfiey fiave 
1 1 /\·oyromoteá ít ín many áJerent ways. To a{{ 
1npea rances, anájuágíng by tie áec{amatíons agaínst our 

1 ' 1 1  re n t state of ruín, fiuman beíngs fiave great{y not 
mproveá tfiemse{ves by tfiís route; but tfiey wou{á 

; '11 1 a í n{y be even wose iaá tiere not be en any yosítíve 
1 11 1  Hlons. Tfiese reúgíons can tiemse{ves be mísuse, aná 
I II< ' Y ' Ve aná ínáuge yeoy{e 's yassíons as soon as tfiey 
\ f l 4  t t o  brew; but tfiís áoes not yrevent tie reúgíons from 
IIf t V ng í nj{uence. We iave tfie yosítíve reúgíons to tfianfi 
/ 1 1 1  1 fi. act tiat a {arger yortíon of fiumaníty fias ín íts 
1 1  V I I  �ay retaíneá beúef ín our contínuíng exístence aná ín 
' '  / 1 l4fr er  wor{á govenment, ínc{uíng tfie {essons assodat á 
t 11 • w  ít i. fiese, tfie most ímportant of a{{ {essons, wou(á 
1 1 1 1 1  li l ;e be en retaíneá so genera{{y ín fiuman m mory 
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wítiout tie assístance of tiese refígíons, and wítiout tieír 
contrí3utíons iumaníty wou[d a[ready iave extermínated 
ítsef from tie earti. Because yosítíve re[gíon ís tie reason 
of tie greater mas ses, and takes tie y[ace of yure reason for 
tiese yeoy[e, a[[ yosítíve refígíons must tierefore, ín 
accordance wíti tieír yuryose, yyroaci tie iuman 
yowers of comyreiensíon, and cannot a[[ start rígit away 
wíti tie fruíts and tie rea[est ídeas. Tie iígier yríncy[es, 
even wíti tieír advanced yrogress and growti, cannot 3e 
quíte c[ear[y deve[oyed and traced 3ack to tieír fína[ 
source. fere, to a great extent, autioríty takes tie y[ace of 
suci reasons tiat are not understood 3y tie mas ses; 
tierefore tiey are, for everyone (and tiere are more tian 
you tiínk), tierefore tiey are, say 1, for everyone íncaya3{e 
of [ocatíng tie genuíne and so[e reasons for just 3eiavíor at 
tieír source, a 3enefícía, extreme[y necessary surrogate, 
and síy[y ín1syensa3[e. Tiís was tie unanímous oyíníon 
of a[[ ancíent and modern [awmakers, and even tie 
ieatiens acknow[edged tiís truti'). Tiís was even tie 
oyíníon of M a e i í a v e [ [ í ,  wiose testímonía[ ís certaín{y 
a3ove susyícíon . . '). 

Nondum haec, quae nunc tenet saeculum, negligentia Deum venerat; nec 
interpretando sibi quisque jusjurandum et leges aptas faciebat. 

Véritablement, il n 'y a jamais eu chez aucun peuple de 
fondateurs des loix nouvelles, qui n 'ayent eu recours a Dieu, paree que sans 
cela, l 'on ne seroit jamais venu a bout de les faire recevoir; car il y a des bien 
connus par un homme sage qui ne sont pas appuyé par des raisons assez 
évidentes, pour qu'il soit facile de les persuader aux autres: ainsi, un homm 
prudent, pour se tirer de cet embarras, a recours a la Divinité. C'est ce qui a 
été pratiqué par Licurgue, par Solon et par plusieurs autres, qui ont eu les 
memes intentions qu'eux. 

Les États qui voudront se bien conserver et ne point tomber dm1s tu 
corruption doivent, sur toutes cho ·es, maintenir la  rel igion dans sa purcté, t 
faire toujours avoir pour e l le une grande vénération. ar, il n'y a point d 
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Now, because comy{ete{y reasonaG{e yeoy{e are one of 
tfie rarest tiíngs on earti, ít jo{{ows tiat tiere are aso 
very few yeoy{e wfiose weakness áoes not requíre suyyort of 
tiís nature. Tfie yosítíve reúgíons tfierefore are for kíngs as 
tfiey are for Geggars; tiey a{one are yerfiays cayaG{e, wiere 
reason ja{s sí{ent, of settíng efectíve úmíts Goti to tfie 
:rbítraríness of tfie great aná to tfie anarcfiy of tfie rabb{e. 
.eúgíon ís tfius, even ín a{{ tfie oríenta{ áesyotíc states, tfie 
'O{e bastíon agaínst arbítrary yower') . l yrínce wfio áoes 
not want to recogníze any yower over iís own wou{á be 
runníng tie rísk of oyeníng tfie eyes of fiís subjects, aná 
t r.at tfiey mígit cast fiís yower ínto áoubt too aná {ay c{aím 
t o  ít, Gy sayíng or tfiínkíng 

mes 

Sínce, tfien, no yow'r above your own you know, 
lankíná sfiou{á use you Úke a common foe; 
You sfiouá be fiunteá Úke a Geast of yrey: 
By own your {aw I take your fije away. 
J r y á e n. Tfie Conquest of §ranaáa. 

On tfie otfier fian, can ít be gooá or aávísab{e tiat ín 

ruGí corrumyere et corrumyí secu{um vocatur. 

pronostic plus assuré de la ruine prochaine d'un État, que lorsqu'on y voit le 
service de Dieu méprisé. 

M a e h i a v e 1 1 i. Disc. Poi .  L. 1 2  et 1 2 . 
Autant que le pouvoir du clergé est dangereux dans une républ ique, 

uutant est-il convenable dans une monarchie, surtout dans cel les qui vont au 
dcspotisme. Ou en seraient I 'Espagne et le Portugal depuis la perte de leurs 
lois, sans se pouvoir qui arrete seul  la puissance arbitraire? Barriere toujours 
bonne, lorsqu' i l  n'y en a point d'autre: car, comme le despotisme cause ¡\ In 
naturc humaine des maux effroyables, le mal meme qui le li mite ost un bien. 

M o n t e s q u i e u . Esp. d es ois. iv . l l .  hop. 4. 
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wlien tlie reyutatíon of {aws and yubfíc yower liave 
sufered to suci a degree tliat, say 1, ín suci tímes, tlie so{e 
suyyort for tlie morafíty of tie common man and our 
youtli, tlie beúef ín tie future and tlie exístence of a deíty, 
ís constant{y beíng weaiened and eroded? 

Tiose tliat liave once great buí{ings undermín'd 
Wí{{ yrove too weai to yroy tiem ín tlieír ja{[ 
V r y de n. Tlie Inian Que en. 

Tie decay of tie yosítíve refígíons ís a{ways evídence 
of tiat decay of morafs, and encourages tiem to decay even 
more; and wiere moras decay you can exyect anytiíng to 
iayyen. Is tien anarciy, wiíci destroys a{{ arder, 
tireatens a{{ yroyerty, yuts even {ije ítsef at rísi;-tie 
state ín wiíci yeoy{e 's yassíons can be ie{d bacli by no 
fímítatíons wiatsoever, suci an envíab{e state? 

Cií vuo{ yrovar de{{ Inferno í{ suyfícío, 
lada sotto í{ ví{{an yosto ín ufícío. 
:f o {e n g  o. 

Wiy, if tiís {ije ís a{{ we iave, siou{d not even tie 
{owest among us se e k, just fíie tie fírst among us, to assert 
iís exístence more, and to maie iís exístence more 
enjoyab{e, and see iow far ie can taie tiís? Wiat iínder 
iím from seeíng a{{ exístíng ownersiiy as usuryatíon, aná 
demaning iís own yortíon? Wiat siou{d be come of a{{ tñ 
oatis tirougi wiíci, ín tie ímyerfectíon of our juicía{ 
yrocesses, many a isyute concerníng yroyerty and iono 
ias to be decíded? .nd wiat fíes beyond tie ug{y, 
unyreictab{e resu{ts, and cou{( be cíted. 
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for tiís reason, tie yosítíve refígíons are not a means 
of deceytíon, are not {eafíng reíns used by tie domínance­
deyendent nature of tie yowerju{ to steer tie greater 
mas ses of tie yeoy{e. Tiere ís a tyye of yofítícs tiat wou{d 
fíke to convínce ítseJ of tiís, and uses ít ín fact. But tie 
onsequences iave a{ways yroven tiat tiís yoínt of víew ís 

dísionorab{e and Jase. Tie yosítíve reígíons are tie on{y 
reason of wiíci tie greater yortíon of iumaníty ís cayab{e 
a t  tiís tíme, and tiís ayyúes above a{{ to tie yosítíve 
r gíons tiat do not oyen{y ruín morafíty, tiat are based 
on tie beúef ín §od and ín ímmortafíty, wítiout exceytíon, 
on{y some more or {ess tian otiers. Tieír maín business a{{ 
a íms for tie same tiíng, and tiey syare tie yeoy{e tie more 
profound yroofs. Tiey mere{y use diferent means, and bear 
1 fi stamy of tie tíme and tie geníí of tie yeoy{es among 
wliom tiey aros e. Tiey are a{{ arranged ín accordance 
wUfi iumaníty 's greater and{esser susceytíbífíty, andas 
soon as tiís cianges tiey too are modifíed to better 
corresyond to ít. Tie fundamenta{ teaciíngs are tie same 
on a{{ sídes, on{y tie drayery and yresentatíon vary, just as 
1 ñe {anguages wí{{ vary ín wiíci tiey are fírst taugit. 
' u ts necessary for a{{ iuman beíngs to act, ín sítuatíons 
wfi re none of tie best yroofs are yroven due to iuman 
N ·ayacíty, must at tie very {east be befíeve. A{{ tie 

l1 Hher yríncip{es of reason are of tiís nature. Tie yosítíve 
el gíons can tierefore abso{ute{y correct{y be víewed as 

pfi l(o oyiy, and every true yií{osoyiy can be víewed as a 
; ( '( JÍOn, and tie one or otier of tiese two, yií{osoyiy or 
( 1 /  aío n, must necessarí{y be Jafse wien tiey are ín 
'11 t rafíctíon to one otier. Boti can be mísunderstood and 

a/lused, and unfortunate{y botfi are abused. 

Let us tfierefore make tie conc{usíon tfiat áerív 
f t >m t ,í . Every 'refíg íon í:n a country áeserves to 6 
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yrotectec{ ancf maíntaíneá, anC may even [e s be sub} e t e( 
to vío[ent uyieava[ Every one of tiem cfeserves tie 

yrotectíon an{ resyect of reasonab[e yfií[osoyiers, even 
wien tiey do not yrofess tiat faíti. Tie yií[osoyiers wí( 
not faí[ to recogníze tieír reúgíous JCaws anc{ wísi tiey 
cou[{ be yurifíef ín a gent[e, unnotíceab[e way. 
Pií[osoyiers wí[[ ionor tie maíntenance wítiín tie 
exístíng state reúgíon of yubúc orfer, yubúc safety, 
tiemse[ves. It wí[[ be as va[uab[e to tiem as tieír own 

yeace anf safety. 

Tierefore, ít ís anf wí[[ a[ways be a strange 
occurrence wien one ís force{ to see wíti one 's own eyes 
an{ exyeríence tiat ín our times, unfer suci conltíons, 
wien so many great yeoy[e iave become sma[, so many 
sma[[ yeoy[e great, so many ríci yeoy[e yoor, an{ so many 
yoor yeoyfe ríc, wien for tiís reason a[[ yassíons are ín 
tie most comy[ete uyroar, wien a[[ iuman beíngs úve ín 

fear anf ín ioye of so muci, wien everyone ís too 
concernef wíti tiemse[ves to iave tie tíme or yace to 
tiínk about otiers, wien tie yeoy[e iave a[most comy[ete{y 
[ost tie communa[ syírít, anf yeoy[e nee{ restraínts more 
tian ever;-tiat, I reyeat, ín suci tímes, yií[osoyiy ítsef 

joíns tie sífe of íts oyyonents, offeríng tiem new weayons, 
removíng Reason's most yowerju[ suyyort, an{ seekíng to 
yrove to yeoy[e wio do not iee{ exterior comyusíon, to 
wiom notiíng on Earti ís io[y or venerab[e, tiat moraúty 
can do very we[[ wítiout tie ífea of our contínuíng 
exístence, tiat a moraúty buí[t on tiat founfatíon ís 
ígnob[e anf reyreiensíbe. 

Joubt[ess, tiís ís done wíti better íntentíons tian 
resu[ts. 
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'Pour Ce syé u{at's e s ours fa' merveí{{es 
1{ encfian'e 'abord Cesyrít et Ces oreí{{es. 
Veut-on Ce yratíquer, on voít íncontínent, 
Que ce díscours sí sage est fort ímyertínent. 

1 am temyted to say, wíti Y o { t a í r e, 

C'est dommage, qu'í{ n'y aít y{us 'enfer ne de 
yarais. C'étoít un objet íntéressant. On serat réduít a 
aímer Víeu your Cuí meme, sans craínte et  sans 
epérance, comme on aíme une véríté matiematíque. 
Cet amour n'est yas de {a yCus grande véfiémence. On 
aíme froídement {a véríté. 

Tfiese teaciíngs, wfiícfi ayyear e{evate, símyCy 
annot be ayyfíe[ ín yractíce fiowever . ..nd {essons never 

jo{{owed even by tfiose wfio epouse tfiem, betrayíng sucfi 
ímyerfect ínsígfit ínto tfie drívíng forces befiínd and secret 
workíngs of our iearts, even wítfi tfie best íntentíons wí{{ 
yroduce no consequence more certaín tfian tfiís: Tiey wí{{ 
offer yeoy{e wio a{ready ayyarent{y fínd tfie ídea of tfieír 
ontínuíng exístence burdensome new reasons to iscard ít 

comy{ete{y; ín tfie en[ tfie resu{t wí{{ be tfiat tie Wor{d and 
Lite Scfioos wí{{ agree on one tfiíng: tfiat tfiere ís no future . 

..ínsí un esyrít gaucfie dans sa símyfícíté, 
Croyant faíre {e bíen, faít {e ma{ yar bonté. 

Tfiís fact a{one, tfiat teacfiíngs tfiat descríbe 
fiumaníty's yrímary and most effectíve dríve as sífuC and 
dangerous, wfiícfi consíder a{{ fiuman regar[ for fiayyíness 
a críme;-tfiís fact a{one, say 1, tfiat sucfi a strange doctríne 
can ie so genera{{y taken uy, defended wíti sucfi ieat, and 
círcu{ated wítfi so mucfi success even tirougfiout tfie most 
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varíeá socía{ c{asses:-tíís a{one sfiou{á awaien tíe 
susyícíon tíat íere a yassíon ís secret{y at wori unáer tíe 
guíse of reason, for ít ís not íumaníty's most usua{ custom 
to áetour arouná sensua{ tííngs aná reací ínsteaá for 
matters yure{y of tíe mín. 

Tíus ít ayyears more creáíb{e tíat yeoy{e befíeve ín 
tíís way tíat tíey wí{{ escaye more easí{y aná cofortab{y 
by ríááíng tíemse{ves of tíe 6uráensome examínatíon of 
tíe forces tíat áríve tíem . .tná convínce tíemse{ves wítí a 
torrent of artifícía{{y oráereá yírases tíat tíey act tíe 
way tíey áo aná not áífferent{y for no otíer reason tían 
because ít ís tíeír áuty, aná consíáer everytííng tíey áo to 
be tíeír áuty. 

Begreifst áu aber 
Wíe víe{ anáicítíg scíwirmen {eícíter, as 
§ut íanáe{n íst? Wíe gern áer scíwicíste lescí 
.tnáicítíg scíwirmt, um nur-íst er zu Zeíten 
Sící scíon áer .tbsícít áeutící nícít bewusst­
Vm nur gut íanáe{n nícít zu áürfen. 
L e s s í n g ín Natían . .tct . Se. 2. 

Because even tíe scíoos, wítíout meaníng to, are ín 
agreement wítí tíe dáíms of tíe wor{á{y yeoyfe aná íav 
áec{areáíumaníty 's contínuíng exístence to be a 
áísyensab{e, if not áangerous íáea, tíe true fríená of vírtu 
ías been caugít ín a tru{y agonízíng yosítíon. Be cause of 
íís convíctíons, íe se es íímseJ subjecteá to genera{ 
áísayyrova{ or scoru{ Caugíter, aná íe fínás No One 
wíose ayyrova{ wou{á enab{e íím to staná erect aná wou 
comyensate íím. Tíís s more or {ess tíe sítuatíon wfíícli 
R o u s s e a u áescríbes so we{{ ín í í s n e w J{ e {o í 
wíící ayyfíes so we{{ to our tímes, aná ín wíícfí 1 íave 
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even found myse, more tian once, and ín yart stí{{ fínd 
myseJ today. 

Ciaque jour en sortant de ciez moí, }'enferme mes 
sentíments sous en c{e, your en yrendre ' autres, quí 
se yretent aux frívo{es o6jets quí m'attendent. 
Insensí6{ement je juge et  raísonne comme j'entens 
juger et  raísonner tout {e monde. Sí que{quefoís 
fessaye de secouer {es yréjugés et de voír {es cioses 
comme e{{es sont, a Cínstant, je suís écrasé d'un 
certaín ver6íage quí ressem6{e 6eaucouy a du 
raísonnemént. On me yrouve avec évídence qu'í{ n'y 
a que {e demíyií{osoyie quí regarde a {a réafíté des 
cioses; que {e vraí sage ne {es consídere que yar des 
ayyarences; qu'í{ doít yrendre {e yréjugés your 
yríncyes, {es 6íenséances your {oíx, et que {a y{us 
su6fíme sagessew consíste a vívre comme {es fous. 

Let us examíne tien to tiís end wiat 6e true or Jase 
n tiís standard set 6y suci e{evated, comy{ete{y unseJísi 

virtue, tiat does good for no otier reason tian 6ecause ít ís 
11ood, 6ecause ít ís duty. 

I say fírst{y: Pií{osoyiy ias no reason wiatsoever to 
f)(! _ p{eased wíti tiís iscovery. for ín tiís way ít ís makíng 
f' e se{y tie same c{aíms as our men of tie wor{. Tiey are 
lc'n y íng our contínuíng exístence for tiís very reason: 
;l1 cause tiey 6efíeve tiey do not requíre tiís yrosyect to 
f u( fí[{ tieír dutíes faítiju{{y and conscíentíous{y. .nd tie 
wor{d{y yeoy{e aso 6efíeve tiat tiey are doíng good 
hr ·a ·use ít ís goo(, 6ecause ít ís duty. 

'" Trans lator' · Note: The author originul ly wroto 

" . . .  /•.1· hlen.1· ?ances pour vertu, et que'la sublime sagesse . . .  " . 
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I say seconá{y: In tfií · ma n n  r, yfíí{o oyíy ís taR.íng 
t fi ame roaá as tíe otfíer ext-reme, wítfí tfie system of 
6 fíej of tíe stríct tíeo{ogíans wío áemaná tíat we íuma m· 
{ove joá for J-{ís sa.e a{one, tíat for every actíon tíe w í( of 
tfie Deíty must Ge ta-en ínto consíáeratíon eítíer c{ear{y or 
·í{ent{y; aná wío áec{are a{{ áeeás ín wíící tíís 
onsíáeratíon ís not ayyarent to Ge síju{ aná yunísíaG. . 

.ná one even must aámít tíat tíís {atter system of íáeas 
ven áeserves yreference 6ecause ít síows a cíaracterístí 

o· jooá tíat, tíougí not 6eyoná a{{ áou6t, nevertíe{ess ís 
more .nowa6{e aná effectíve for tíe greater yortíon of 
i u-man Geíngs. 

I say tíírá{y: In tíe system of our yíí{osoyíers aná in 
t fi system of tíe stríct tíeo{ogíans, ít ís stí{{ yossí6{e for tie 
n tfíusíasm for vírtue to j{are uy. But ín 6otí cases tíese 

j{are-uys áo not come from c{ear{y áeve{oyeá íáeas aná 
yríncp{es. Peoy{e áo catcí fíre, 6ut more for a mere worc4 
for an íáea, tían for a true, c{ear{y unáerstooá cause. 
Before a yerson can áo gooá be cause ít ís goo, be cause ít s 
áuty, 6ecause ít ís joas wí{, íe must a{reaáy ío{á tíe 
onvíctíon tíat sucí a áeeá ís gooá aná áutifu, tiat ít ís 
'oas wí{[ Tíís convíctíon requíres otíer, aáitíona{ 

r asons. Tíe yerson must know wíat ís goo, wíat joá 
r quíres from íumans; if tíís ís not yrecíse{y .nown, tíen 

yassíon aná soyíístry wí{{ ínsert tíeír own áesíres aná 
{eave joá aná Vuty naugít otier tían wíat tíey áesíre; 
a ná tíís, I wou{á tfiín., ías 6een yroven 6y more tían one 
aá exyeríence. Tíís ís yroven 6y refígíous ínto{erance, tíe 

auto-áafés of tíe Inquísítíon, aná many a tírone wíose 
founáatíons wou{á be síaien tíe very mínute tíe monarcfi 
raíseá any o6jectíons to refígíous ínto{erance. 
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JuL m a nwfií{e, tfi ís way of tfiín. íng too ís not 
t 'n L íY y wítfiout t-rutfi. Every true, vírtuous deec[ rea{[y 
d(, ontaín íts own source of y{easure, makíng ít 
1 t t ractíve wítiout consíderatíon of rewar[ an[ 

punís,ment. But to be ab{e to samy{e tiís y{easure requíres 
wmetfiíng more tian tie usua{ iuman moo. To be ab{e to 
e pe-ríence tfiís, a yerson must fiave made very great 
udvances ín exe-rcísíng vírtue; an[ even wfien tiís iayyens, 
no person wou{[ ever make ít so far wítfiout yre-exístíng 
consíde-ratíons of fiyyínesses. Tfiís y{easure ítseJ ís 
(oun[e[ on yríncíy{es tiat yre-suyyose tie dríve towar[ 
iapyíness. 

, tfierefore, tfie above-mentíone[ requírements 
6rougfit to yeoy{e by our scfioofs are to fiave a ratíona{ 
meaníng, not {eading to fantasy but beíng useju{ ín Cife, 
L fien tfie jo{{owíng seríes of conc{usíons occurs to me . tn[ 
t iís seríes ayyears to be tie on{y true one, towar[ wiíci, 
wítfiout knowíng or desí-ríng ít, a{{ otfier ways of tiínkíng 
w í{{ {ea[ ín tfie en. 

Every iuman beíng wants to be iayyy. Tiís at {east 
í an undeníab{e fact, an[ 1 fe e{ so-r-ry for any yfií{osoyfier 
wfio fías neve-r exyresse[ tfiís wísfi . 

la{fieur a quí tojours raísonne 
Et ne s 'attendrít jamaís. 
! o {t a í -r e. 

Peoy{e of tiís tyye do not be{ong to a race of wfiícfi 1 
am a member. 1 am a iuman beíng, an[ wríte an[ tiínk 
an[ act fíke a fiuman beíng. 1 at {east want to be iayyy, í.e. 
duríng tfie yerío[ of my exístence 1 want to enjoy as mucfi 
_p{easu-re as yossíb{e an[ as ítt{e isy{easure as yossíb{e. 
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1 cia{{enge every t'ínker to name a y{easu-re or 
dísy{easure tiat wou{d not 6e tie resu{t of a more or {ess 
yromoted or híndered actívíty of tie míná. fuman 6eíng 
tiat are caya6{e of tiínkíng, actíng, and cravíng as aná s 
muci as tiey wí{{-jor tiese yeoy{e, as 1 iave yroven a6ov , 
you can refía6{y say tiat tiere exísts no isy{easure of any 
sort. 

Tiís actívíty of tie mínd ís ímyede, however, 6y 
contraictíons wítiín tie ínner sefJ and 6y every resístan 
from tie outsíde . 

tnyone, tierefore, wio stríves for iayyíness ís 
strívíng for a state ín wiíci none of tieír strengtis, tieír 
íncfínatíons, dríves, cravíngs, and ídeas canee{ eaci other 
out. 1nsíde tiemse{ves, tiere must 6e comy{ete agreement, 
and tius truti. Wiere there ís agreement, tiere too ís 
yerfectíon, 6ecause a{{ the varíety unfíes to form tie 
iígiest uníty. Peoy{e wio want to 6ecome iayyy must 
tierefore stríve for truti, ínsígit, and yerfectíon . .tnythíne 
that 6ríngs tiís a6out ís g o o ; anythíng that ímyedes ths 
ivídes a yerson, and yuts tiem ín contraictíon wíth 
tiemse{ves, -ís 6 a . Tiís ís done 6y every uní{atera{ 
deve{oyment of our yowers, every {ow yoínt of víew, ever 
ídea, every íncfínatíon, tiat does not fít ín wíti a{{ tie 
otiers. r:verytiíng ímmoderate a6out hím, tiat stands out 
too much among tie rest, ímyedes tiís genera{ agreement, 
creates contraictíons, isuníty, and ínteríor agítatíon, aná 
thus isy{easure. 

The true, {ast, iíghest, most reasona6{e reason, 
therefore, wiy e.g. a yeson siou{d 6eiave just{y, ís-
6ecause tiís way of actíng, among tie tiousands of otier 
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way that are equa{{y yossíJ{e, s the on{y one that does not 
pu t  yeoy{e in contradíctíon wíth themse{ves, ís the {east 
oJ tructíve to tota{ agreement, yerfectíon, and theír 
consequences: hapyíness and syírítua{ yeace. D o í n g a 
8 o o ( ( e e ( 6 e e a u s e í t í s g o o d, 6 e e a u s e í t 
1 ( u t y , therefore means nothíng other than actíng ín 
t fi í  way. It ís the safest way, and the on{y way, {eaíng to 
t ,e maín goa[ Thís reason ofers thís way for everyone who 
fias thís goa, for every nature tiat must have ít. Thís way 
?ecomes duty for thís reason . .tt the same tíme, ít ís the 
most fíttíng of a{{ deeds, 6ecause no other one s so ín 
1greement wíth the nature of such a transactíon, wíth the 
nature of human 6eíngs, wíth theír yredestínatíon, wíth the 
na ture of the goa{ for whích the deed ís 6eíng enacte, even 
w íth the yuryose of a{{ actíon and exístence, 6ecause no 
ot her deed ís a means that 6etter suíts a{{ thís, 6ecause thís 
8 nerates the {east amount of isharmony and the greatest 
agreement among our thoughts, emotíons, cravíngs, and 
u tíons. The y{easure ín exercísíng vírtue or duty ín and 
for ítsef ís therefore none other than our y{easure ín 
fia rmony, agreement, and truth, than our horror at 
everythíng that reveaCs contraictíon and isorder. .nd 
vírtue ítsef ís what 6ríngs a6out the greatest yossí6{e 
ugreement. Thís maies ít an ínexhaustí6{e source of 
p{easure, and even deyraved yeoy{e must necessarí{y take a 
li íng to ít, 6ecause even "eyraved yeoy{e must necessarí{y 
pyrecíate and honor everythíng whereín they fínd 
agreement. The feelng of vírtue, for thís reaso, cannot 6e 
fríven out of human 6eíngs; and yeoy{e can on{y remove 
1 fiemse{ves from ít to tie extent tiat tiey consíder 
sometiíng vírtue tiat ís not, tiíni tiey fínd agreement 
wiere ít ís actua{{y not exístent at a{{ or not of tie iígiest 
qualty, or 6ecause tiey are una6{e to c{ear{y and 
comy{ete{y convínce tiemse{ves of tie more genera{ 
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agreement of one deed wíti tie wfio{e. 

Tfiís drívíng force for our mora{ actíons ís tierefore, 
most certaín{y, tfie yurest and fiígfiest. 3ut for tfiat re asan 
ít does not necessarí{y ru{e out consíderatíon of our 
contínuíng exístence as mucfi as yeoy{e ayyear to hefíeve. 
Tfie fact tfiat we contínue to exíst ís tfie fírst tfiíng tfiat 
manages to organíze a{{ scattere, fia-comy{ete, ín yart 
yoínt{ess, unsatísfactory matters to a common center yoínt, 
to a more comy{ete wfio{e, to a tata{ agreement. Strívíng 

for yerfectíon, vírtue, agreement, fiayyíness tfierefore 
ayyears to he a tfiíng inown by dfferent names. 

Nevertfie{ess, we wou[ he very mucfi ín error f we 
wanted to hefíeve tfiat tfiís ínsígit and convíctíon are for 
everyone. Convíncíng onesef tfiat sucfi a way of actíng ís 
tfie on{y way and tfie hest way requíres, if you do not want 
to foo{ and undermíne yoursef wíti emyty wors, great 
understaning of tfie overa{{ sítuatíon, and tfius a very 
fiígfi{y deve{oyed mín. It yresuyyoses tfiat you fírst inow 
fiow many ways of actíng exíst, wfiícfi efects resu{t from 
eacfi of tfiem, fiow every dee, emotíon, and ídea hefiaves ín 
refatíon to wfiat fias a{ready fiayyene. It requíres you to 
he ah{e to yrove tfie agreement and tfie contraictíons of 
yoursef and otfiers, and to he ah{e to istínguísfi tfie 
ayyarent agreement or contraictíon from tfie re a[ .t{{ of 
tfiese are great and unusua{ yrerequísítes and 
cfiaracterístícs. 

for tfiís reaso, tfiougfi, tfie maín tfiíng remaíns true, aná 
you cannot deny tfiat vírtue ís íts own hest rewarl. 3ut at 
tfie same tíme ít ís more tfian yrohah{e tfiat anyone wfio 
wants to convínce fiímsef tiat fie ís actíng so{e{y rom 
yure{y menta{ motívatíon s {yíng to fiíseJ, and more 
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vaín anf yrowf tian tru[y vírtuous. In genera, actíng ín 
accorfance wíti tie yurest of motívatíons anf iígiest 
yríncp[es ís suci an equívoca[ tiíng, assocíatef wíti so 
many ffícu[tíes, tiat ín reaity ít ís one of tie rarest of 
occurrences. 1, at [east, after more tian tiírty years of se­
examínatíon, wíti a[[ m y tiínkíng a6out tie forces frívíng 
my feeás, iave not 6een a6e to fscover any tiat i[ not 
6ear tie stamy of earti[y orígín. \nf 1 tiínk tiat anyone 
efse wio tiougit a6out iímseJ as muci as 1 iave a6out 
myseJ wou[[ fínf no no6[er source. 

D í e s s  í s t fí e X u n s t fe r s t r e ng e n  
M o r a [í s t e n: 
B e k a n n t  m í t  fe m S y s t e m, u n [  v o n  
i r u n fs i t z e n  v o [, 
B e w e í s e n s í e [ a s, w a s  m a n [a s s e n 
5 o  [[ 
S o  fr o i, a [s o 6  s í e n í c i t s v o n  fe n 
B e g í e r fe n  w ü s s t e n. 
S í e s í n [ v o n 6 e s s e r m T i o n a [ s w í r. 
S í e  6 i n fíg e n  í i r fe r z  fu r c i  fí e 
i e w a [ t [ e r S e i [ ü s s e. 
U n s \ r m e n í s t [ í e T i o r i e í t s ü s s e. u 

D o e i í i n e n e e k e [ t n u r [ a f ü r. 
W í r [a s s e n s í e, w e n n w í r s í e 
u n  t e r n e  i m e n, 
\ u s  g u t e m  fe r z e n  \ n fe r n  s e i n, 
U n [  fe n k e n  n í c i t  fa r a n, fa s s  w í r 
u n s  s o  v e rg e i n. 
S í e a 6 e r, [ í e g e [e i r t, s í e i a [ [e r 
Ti o r i e í t  s c i i m e n, 

" Translator's Note: The author original ly wrote "Uns Armen schmeckt die Thorheit 

,\'Ü.I'.I'e." 
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B e B e í n ái e � lí a t, á í e í e u n s ü 6 e { 
n e í m e n, 
.l u s �u B e n á e í e r n 'Í e í t, a { s-6 í s w í r 
e s  n í c í t  s e í e n. 
j e {{e r t. 

Let us tíerefore aámít wítíout tímíity tíat we are 
human 6eíngs an, as sucí, weak aná imyerfect. Yírtue ís a 
great tííng, aná ít ís íumaníty's greatest goo; 6ut ít ís an 
íáea{ tíat human 6eíngs can on{y ayyroací wítíout ever 
reacííng ít, at {east wíi{e we uve áown íere 6e{ow. fuman 
6eíngs cannot distance tíemsefves from tíís goa{ wítíout 
feeung tíe consequences. But yure, undistur6eá yCeasure ís 
equa{{y not for tíe human 6eíngs roamíng arouná on tíís 
Tart, 6ecause our yerfectíon exísts on{y ín ayyroxímatíon, 
aná can 6e aná 6e ca{{eá more yerfectíoníng tían 

yerfectíon . 

lná wítí tíís I conc{uáe tíís treatíse, askíng my 
reaáers to consíáer ít as an íntroáuctíon to more ímyortant 
examínatíons. Dou6t{ess, wítí ít I íave generateá disgust 
aná 6oreáom ín more tían one reaáer, or disayyoínteá 
tíeír exyectatíons. But I as k for yatíence aná for6earance 
for tíat wíící ís to come: �íe ayyucatíon I wí{{ make of 
tíese teacíings Ín áecíding tíe great maín questíons, t í e 

y e r fe e t í o n o f t í e w o r {á, t í e v a {u e o f 
h u m a n  6 e í n g s ,  a n á  t í e  v a {u e  of h u m a n  
r e a s  o n ,  sía{{ síow tíe ímyortance aná useju{ness of m y 
áoctríne. �íese teacííngs wí{{ 6e tíe key to exy{aíning Cife 's 
meanest occurrences. We sía{{ convínce ourse{ves tíat 
tíese teacíings are tíe founáatíon of a{{ yractíca{ wor{á{y 
wísáom, a6iuty to juge íuman nature, youtícs, aná 
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eáu at íon, tiat a{{ erro'r ín yofít í are e rrors of ímyefect 
mo'rafíty aná tfie consequences of a too Cow yoínt of víew. 
We sfia{{ be astonísfieá at fiow mucfi beyoná our 
xyectatíons a{{ iuman áeeás aná tfiougfits áo form a 
ofiesíve wio{e, iow tie most genera{ yríncp{es broaácast 

t ,emse{ves ín tie ígnorant aná tfie {earneá afíke tirougi 
tfiese yeoy{e 's símy{est aná most concrete actíons, aná gíve 
tfiem vía tie overa{{ tfiougfit-áesíre-an-actíon-system an 
ongoíng fiarmju{ lrectíon as soon as tfiey tfiemse{ves 
become erroneous or fau{ty. In accoráance wítfi tfiís, 1 sia{{ 
fíná oyyortuníty to yrove tfiat our know{edge of fiuman 
nature, aná consequent{y everytiíng re{ated to tfie 
ducatíon, {eadersfiíp, and traíníng of fiuman beíngs, ís 

necessarí{y íncayab{e of generatíng tie efect one exyects of 
í t ;  and we sia{{ be reassured to see tfiat not a{{means to our 
nnob{ement fiave yet be en attemyte; and tfiat we are 

tfius wrong to desyaír of our yerfectíoníng. 

1 sfia{{ exy{aín as muci as ís yossíb{e wiy everytfiíng, as ít 
current{y ís, cannot be otfierwíse. 1 sfia{{ yut down wiere 
a{{ tfiís comes from, wfiere ít ís fieafe; wiat ít ís gooá for. 1 
sa{{ try to make yeoy{e aware of tfie true sources of events. 
1 sfia{{ gíve tfiem a guíde for better understanlng tie sígns 
tiat come befare. 

Tiere ís a fiístory ín a{{ men's íves 
fíguríng tfie nature of tie tímes deceas 'f 
Tie wiíci observ '; a man may yroyfiesy, 
Wíti a near aím, of tfie maín ciance of tfiíngs 
s yet not come to Cife; wiícfi ín tfieír sees, 
..nd weak begínníngs, Cíe entreasure. 
Sucfi tfiíngs be come tfie fiatcfi and brood of tíme. 
X. { e n r y. \ct I!. Se. J. 
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1 ioye tfiat yeoy{e wí{{ re ogníze tfie venefícía{, even 
ín wiat ayyears to ve vaá. 1 wí{{ ma-e men sma{{ aná 
Y quíre tfiem to fe e{ tieír yrevíous weaknesses, so tfiat tiey 
an ve maáe more aná greater tian tfiey yresent{y are. 

Jor tiís reason aná for no {ess nov{e a reason, 1 fiave 
ín tfiís vook of teaciíngs saíá tfiíngs not ín fíne wíti toáay 's 
tastes. 1 iave not áone tfis wíti tfie íntentíon of ca{míng 
my yersecutors 'fury, veggíng favor from tie great, or 
r atíng an easíer sítuatíon for myseJ. 1 am far from tfiat, 

G ause ít ís too {ate anyway. 

'lís mucfi too {ate for me new ways to ta-e 
Wfio fiave vut one siort stey of Cfe to ma-e. 

Tiís VOOR ís not suíteá to vríng avout sucfi a 
reconcífíatíon. 1t contaíns too many yosítíons tfiat cou{á 
never y Ce ase tie yassíons of many an ínáívíáua{ aná socía{ 
c{ass. 1 iave syoken ieeá{ess{y. No ínterest, no reyutatíon 
vfínáeá me ín tfie examínatíon of a matter wfiere every 
fiyyocrísy ís so áangerous. 1 know as we{{ as my reaáers áo 
tiat yeoy{e fiate trutfi to a very iígi áegree, aná novoáy 
iates trutfi as mucfi tiose wfio are forceá to ít ín front of 
otfiers. 

1 know tiat yeoy{e áo not fíke ít wien tieír 
weaknesses are yut on áísy{ay, aná tiey tiemse{ves are 
áísturveá ín tieír áe{usíon of tieír own yerfectíon. But 1 
aso know tiat áesyíte a{{ tiís tie iuman ieart contaíns an 
ínáestructív{e seeá of resyect for vírtue aná trutfi, tiat 

yeoy{e consequent{y iate more tie manner tian tie tiíng 
ítse. ..ná tiat a wríter, wíti tie ayyroyríate 
consíáeratíon, wiose emotíons aná confíáence are áísyoseá 
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t o  s s · a  ar a t  matt r, an a((ow iíms {¡ many a rani 
'uágement , aná andiá(y say tfiíngs tiat unáer otfier 
írcumstances wou(á 6e foo(iaráy yresumytíon. 

Qu'í( est áes vertus, que forces ' estímer 
M eme en Ces áétestant, nous trem6Cons ' oyyrímer. 
I r  e n e . .lct V. Se. 6. 

Tiís exyeríence reconcí(es one to iuman 
re6e(íousness and yroves tiat tiere are trutis of a iígier 
t yye tiat defeat a(( iuman ma(evo(ence, 6ecause a[[ eforts 
agaínst tiem can do naugit e se 6ut revea[ an eví[ wí[[ 
uyyorted 6y forces tiat are not rígiteous. It yroves 

Tiat tiere 's a yow 'r 
'Unseen, tiat ru[es ti'í[Címíta6[e wor, 
Tiat guídes iís motíons from tie 6rígitest star 
To tie [east dust of tiís sín-taínted mo; 
Wií[e man, wio mad[y deems iímseJ tie Lord 
Of a[, ís nougit 6ut weakness and deyendence. 
Tiís sacred truti, 6y sur e exyeríence taugit 
Tiou must iave [eant, wien, wanderíng a[[ a[one 
Eaci 6írá, eaci ínsect fútteríng tiro ' tie sky 
Was more sufícíent for ítse, tian tiou. 
T i o m s o n ' s  Corío[ .lct JI. Se. s. 

I iave, tierefore, deat wíti tiís su6ject yrímarí[y 
6ecause ít ís tie foundatíon of a[[ examínatíons, 6ecause for 
me ít símp[fíes tie yati and tie yroofs for a[[ tiat wiíci ís 
to come, 6ecause tiís su6ject for yeoy[e wio want to juge 
tiíngs disyassíonate[y ís tie most urgent requírement of 
our tíme, 6ecause I know of no more efectíve means for 
yreventíng eví[ occurrences wiíci otierwíse seem 
ínevíta6[e. Wietier yeoy[e wí[[ mísunderstan, mísuse, or 
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even ya y any attentíon at a{{ to tfie yríncp{e I fiave 
físte,-I am not countíng on ít, aná cannot even exyect ít, 
ín víew of fiumaníty 's mooá tiese áays. Tfie reason for tis 
may íe ín yart ín tfie way I fiave beiaveá, ín tfie way I 
iave fianá{eá m y subject, wiereby I mysef a{as! am on{y 
too {ackíng, but was íncayab{e of áoíng any better. 
furtfiermore, ít wouCá certaín{y iave to be counteá as one 
of tfie worst omens if a treatíse áeaíng wíti suci a toyíc 
wouá iave a ísáaífuC or ínáfferent receytíon; f no one 
cou{á be founá wfio wou{á fe e{ motívateá or encourageá by 
ít to áo goo. So {et fiayyen wfiat wí{; I for my yart fiave 
áone m y utmost; for makíng use of tfie unsfiakab{e wí{{ s ín 
tfie ená a{{ tfiat tie wor{á aná iumaníty fiave Ceft to me, . 
aná even tfiís fítt{e bít ís a great áea[ 

Tfie yuryose fírm ís equa{ to tie áee, 
Wio áoes tie best, iís círcumstance a{{ow, 
Joes we{, acts nob{y . tnges cou{á no more. 
Our outward act íneed admíts restraínt. 
'lís not ín tiíngs o 'er tfiougit to domíneer. 
juard we{{ tfiy tiougfit, our tiougfits are ieard ín 
fieav'n. 
j o u n g. 

In tfiís treatíse I iave frequent{y syoken ín foreígn 
worS, tiougi tiís may not be ín keeyíng wíti tie taste of 
our arbíters of art. Tey wí{{ tierefore ca{{ ít "ostentatíon" 
or boastíng of wíde reaáíng, wfiíci, actua{{y, cou{d not be , 
more useju{ ín sucfi a treatíse. Tfiís yartícufar{y fio{S for 
tfie yoínts tiat I iave borrowed from tie yoets. 

We{{ sounáíng verses are tie cfiarm, we use 
feroíc tfiougits and vírtues to ínfuse. 
Tfiíngs of deey sense, we may ín yrose unfoá, 
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Bu t t .  y move more ·ín {ojty numbers to{. 
By tie {ouá trumyet, w'íci our courage aís. 
We {earn tiat soun, as we{{ as sense, yersuaáes. 
W a {{e r. 

In áeaang wíti a subject tiat arouses tie ásgu t of , 
my contemyoraríes, b{ocks tie ínterests of so many 
assíons, wiere yeoy{e are so y{easeá to áecry every 
uágement as one-síáe, ít was necessary to use yrest íB to 

protect mysef aná tius yrove tíat, if tíe tííng be fooCtsi, 1 
a t  {east am not tíe on{y foo{ uyon tíís Eartí, tiat 1 
n 'áu{ous{y síare tíís weakness wítí tíe greatest míns of 
a {{ natíons á every era. 

Sí Yírgí{e, {e Tasse et  Ronsará sont áes dnes, 
Sans yeráre en ce áíscours {e temys que nous yeráons, 
.t{{ons comme eux aux cíamys, et mangeons áes 
cíaráons. 
Y o  {t a í r e. 

�lz6ací, 
yrínteá wítí Xommerzíenratí Seíáascíen Scíriften. 
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